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Pennie Peterson - E d i t o r  

SEARCH FINDERS OF CALIFORNIA i s  a volunte-  
e r  o rgan iza t ion  composed of Adoptees, Ado- 
p t i v e  Pa r en t s ,  Bi r th  Pa ren t s  and o t h e r s  
sea rch ing  f o r  relatives. 

Our purpose i s  t o  assist i n  searches  
and/or  reunions,  A warm and suppor t ive  
environment i s  provided i n  which t o  sha r e  
t h e  joys  and f r u s t r a t i o n s  of t h i s  search.  
The oppor tun i ty  i s  o f f e r ed  f o r  anyone 
involved t o  s h a r e  h i s  o r  h e r  experiences  

The S t a f f ,  some of which are n a t i o n a l l y  
c e r t i f i e d  by "Independent Search Consulta- 
n t s " ,  vo lun teer  t h e i r  t i m e  and con t r i bu t e  
over  30 yea r s  of combined experience. 
They f requenly  a t t e n d  workships, seminars,  
l o c a l  and n a t i o n a l  conferences t o  keep 

. c u r r e n t  on i s s u e s ,  techniques ,  and t o  
e s t a b l i s h  networking. 

SEARCH FINDERS i s  a member of t h e  American 
Adoption Congress, a n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ion  
whose aim i s  t o  promote openness, honesty 
and sound p r a c t i c e s  i n  adoption. 

SUMMER 1984 
Carol Longoria - S t a f f  Writer  

SPECIAL THANKS - - 

We extend a thank you t o  a l l  those  who pa r t i -  
c ipa ted  i n  our l a s t  f und ra i s e r  sponsorship 
program. A s p e c i a l  thanks t o  the  following 
members : 

Deanna Duffy 
Donna Ca t t e r i ck  

Sandra and Mark Remson 
V ic to r i a  17agner 

Lorene Harter 
Vivian Wahlen 

Martin Rrandf on 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
PLEASE ? M E  A NOTE OF I T !  
---^" - 

For those  of you t h a t  would l i k e  t o  l eave  a 
phone number f o r  your b a b y s i t t e r s  on t h e  
n igh t s  of out  genera l  meeting, our new meeting 
p l ace  a t  Mercury Savings has a pay phone i n  
t h e  corner.  The number i s  (408) 224-9439. 

NEW BROCHURES 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Our new brochures have f i n a l l y  ar r ived.  We 
t h i n k  they a r e  a g r e a t  improvement over t h e  

=GENE+MEETING~~* o ld  brochures. I f  you would l i k e  a copy ( o r  
cop ies ) ,  p lease  contac t  Dot on t h e  Search 

7:30 p.m. = P o t e n t i a l  new member's F inders  phone (408) 356-6711. 
o r i e n t a t i o n .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

8:00 p.m. = Sharing t i m e ;  adopt ion news; 
i n d i v i d u a l  sea rch  FOR SALE 
consu l t a t ions .  

We have two new items on our  Sale Table a t  t h e  
Location:  

Mercury Savings and Loan 
Community Room 

Corner of Blossom H i l l  and P e a r l  
San J o s e ,  CA 

Dates: 
June  14 th  
J u l y  12 th  
August 9 t h  

September 13th  

* Always t h e  2nd Thurs of t h e  month. 

General Meetings: 

1) ISC Calendar of Search Hints 1985 ( f o r  
those  of you who enjoyed t h e  humor of t he  
1984 ca lendar ,  you w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  enjoy 
t h i s  new cartoon type calendar!)  

2) "Legacy of an Adopted Child" poem (alway a 
f a v o r i t e  of Search Finders)  which has been 
done i n  a b e a u t i f u l  cal igraphy s t y l e  and 
p r i n t ed  on parchment paper. They w i l l  s e l l  
f o r  $2.00 a piece.  A s p e c i a l  thanks t o  
Jan  Magil l  f o r  he r  t i m e  and a r t i s t r y .  

49 9' 
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Once there were two women 
Who never knew each other 
One you do not remember. 
The other you call mother. 

Two different lives, 
shaped to make yours one. 

One became your guiding star 
The Other became your sun. 

The first gave you life 
And the second taught you to live in it. 

The first gave you a need for love 
And the second was there to give it. 

One gave you a nationality 
The other gave you a name. 

One gave you the seed of talent 
The other gave you an aim. 

One gave you emotions 
The other calmed your fear. 

One saw your first sweet smile 
The other dried your tears. 

One gave you up 
It was all that she could do 
The other prayed for a child- 

And God led her straight to you. 

And now you ask me through your tears 
The age-old question through the years 
Heredity or environment-which are you the 

product of? 
Neither, my darling, - neither 
Just two different kinds of love. . . . Annon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

GOOD QUOTE 

From Dr. Leo Buscaglia's article in the San 
Jose Mercury on May 18, 1984. "Looking 
into our Parents": 

"No one exists in isolation. Each of us is 
in a part of a greater story, some of it 
already written, some that we will write and 
some that we pass on to others to complete. ... Often we are too concerned with tomorrow 
to recognize the significance of our yester 
days. Yet they represent the thread of 
explanation which guides us to who 

99 we are now. 

Some of your memberships are due for re- 
newal. Please send your renewal fees to 
30e Magill at the Search Finders address. 
Remember renewal fees are only $15.00. 

MEETING$ IN TWO SESSIONS 

Just a reminder, SEARCH FINDERS divides 
it's monthly meetings into two sessions. 
The first, is for potential new members to 
become acquainted with SEARCH FINDERS and 
its staff. Each new member is assigned to 
a Primary Search Consultant and is given a 
basic New Member Packet. The second sessi- 
on is a search workshop for active members. 
At the meetings, we also report news events 
concerning adoptee's rights, legislation 
and court cases, conferences and the sealed 
record controversy. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS ANNUAL --.-= - . *------ 
NATIONAL CON -IN SEATTLE 
CPPEL=-iPLI-tP-- 

We were fortunate to have five members of 
Search Finders present in Satttle; Donna 
Catterick, Sara Crystal, Carol Longoria, 
Pennie Peterson and Dorothy Yturriaga. 
It was the largest showing at a National 
Conference since Kansas City in 1980. (At 
least we know 5 people whose budgets are 
shot!) 

The Conference was one of the best. The 
following workshops were offered: Adoption- 
a developmental Psychological Perspective; 
Minor Search; Adoption-Effects on Relation- 
ships; Search Techniques; Counseling the 
Adoptive Family; Legal Issues; Legislative 
Strategy; Open Adoption; Issues of Signi- 
ficant Others; Wearing Two Hats in the 
Triad - Which Comes First?; Networking 
Professional Consultants; Birthparent 
Issues and Concerns; Educating the Commun- 
ity; Gay and Lesbian Issues; WARM'S Interc- 
mediary System with Washington State 
Courts; Male Perspective; Dealing with 
Rejection; Using the Media to Reach the 
Community; Adoption in the 80's; A Return 
to the Past?; Pregnancy Counseling; 
Art if ical Insemination and Surrogate 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
REGIONAL MEETING IN SEATTLE 

Continued In addition to the National meetings, there 
was a Regional Meeting of Region /I9 (Calif- 

Parenting; Genetic Sexual Attraction; Teen- ornia, Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah and 
age Support Groups; Dealing with Grief; Hawaii) on Friday Evening. Search Finders 
Birthf ather bid to host the regional conference in the 
Adjustment with the "New Family"; Adoptees Fall of 1985 was accepted. Also the results 
in Prision; Minesota Study of Twins Reared of the mailed ballots for new officers was 
Apart; Making Contact; Adolescent Adoptees announced and they are as follows: 
in Crisis; The Adoptive Parents' Response; 
Those Who Have Been Found; Fundraising; Regional Director: Carol Longoria 
Responsibility of Search and Reunion; Alternate Director: Gayle ~eckstead 
Adoptive Parent Is sues and Concerns; ~ecretary/~reasurer: Marti Reinhart 
Heredity and Environment. Newsletter Director: Susan V. Hammond 

The Conference was hosted by WARM (Wash- Where is was great to get a member of Search 
ington Adoptees Rights Movement) and as you Finders as the new Regional Director, it was 
can see by the extensive list of workshops, only a temporary measure. On Saturday, the 
there was a wide variety of subjects dealing Board of the American Adoption Congress 
with adoption that was covered. The most elected Carol Longoria to the national 
noteable speakers were Dr. Thomas Bouchard office of Treasurer. So as of July 1, 1984, 
Jr. with his twins study and Philip Adams, the new regional officers will be changed 
an attorney from San Francisco sho has done to the following: 
independent open adoptions for 45 years (he 
arranged Carol Longoria's adoption). Regional Director: Gayle Beckstead 

Alternate Director: Martin Rrandfon 
Of course we were unable to attend all the 
workshops, but as many as possible were . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

If you would like more infor- 
mation about any of them, please contact the 
people listed above who attended. 

Anyone who would be interested in helping in 
In addition, there was even a ~inner/Cruise any way with the Regional Conference in the 
on the Puget Sound featuring Salmon and a Fall of 1985 in which Search Finders is 
relaxing time. hosting. Please contact Dot at the Search 

Finder phone (408) 356-6711. 
On a more personal note, for those of you 
who know Dot Yturriaga's story, she was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
finally able to observe her birthmother for 
two hours unnoticed at a Seattle restraunt. 
You know what she discovered? That her 
Birthmother was actually a "real person" and Do not forget that the next Regional Conf- 
not a 10 foot tall myth - amazing! erence will be in Albuquerque, New Mexico on 

the weekend of September 21, 22 & 23rd. It . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  should be a great conference and is alot 
closer to us than the next National Conf- 
erence in Florida. See Carol Longoria for 

Anyone can become a member as an more detils. 
individual. SEARCH FINDERS is already a 
member as an organization. Please consider 
this membership as support for a national 
organization that aims for honest and sound 
adoption practics. 
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PERSONALS CORNER SEARCH AND TRIAD SURVEY CONT. 

Donna Catterick located her birthson (age 
19) in Oaklahoma City, and found out from 
the church pastor that her son does not 
know he was adopted. The pastor talked 
to the adoptive mother to find out this 
information. Donna is now n a quandry, 
should she contact or not and if she does 
contact how can she do so without hurting 
her son? Any idea's or experiences in 
this area? If so, please contact her. 

Marie Laue , with the help of her 
daughter, Marilyn Boots, and family, l o r  
ated her 26 year old birthson Robert, 
right in San Jose. 

Andy Beyer located her birthmother on the 
East Coast. 

Gay Dell Sax located her birthmother in 
Southern California. 

Deanna Duffy located her birthmother in 
New York in Hay. Her birthmother is 
married to a dentist and was very glad 
Deanna found her. Her birthmother is 
also an adoptive mother...its a small 
world. 

SEARCH AND TRIAD SURVEY 

Search Triad of Phoenix, Arizona sent out 
a survey to the candidates in the last 
state election. They received a 30.6% 
response, which is considered above the 
"good" range of 20% response. There were 
three purposes of the survey: 1) to 
determine which potential legislators are 
supportive of the causes of Search Triad 
and the movement; 2) to determine the 
level of awareness each candidate had for 
the basic issues of the search movement; 
3) to increase awareness of the group 
just by the act of mailing the form. As 
an added bonus, Search Triad discovered 
some candidates had ties to the movement 
by representing one or more aspects of 
the triad in their own personal lives. 
One candidate surveyed was eventually 
elected and joined the group as a 
seraching adoptee! The questions were 

decided by the board of directors and 
discussed with members of the group. The 
questions and vote follow: 

Are you aware that everyone in the general 
population except adoptees have access to 
their original birth certificate (adoptees 
of Indian heritage have access at any age)? 

37 yes, 8 no 

Do you agree with current Arizona law that 
adoptees do not have access to their 
original surnames and medical history? 

7 yes, 31 no 

Would you support legislation allowing all 
adult adoptees access to all records 
surrounding the placement? 

29 yes, 7 no 

Would you support legislation allowin'g 
birthparents of adult adoptees access to all 
records surrounding the placement? 

23 yes, 10 no 

Would you support a non tax supported 
volunteer registry to match adoptees and 
birthparents who are mutually agreeable to 
reunion? 

40 yes, 0 no 

Would you support a non tax supported 
information referral service available for 
adult adoptees? 

35 yes, 0 no 

Would you support a non tax supported 
information referral service for birth- 
parents of adult adoptees? 

30 yes, 2 no 

Do you support adult access to medical, bio- 
logical and ethnic records? 

36 yes, 0 no 
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AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS 
The AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS is an International Educa- 

tional Network dedicated to promoting Openness and Honesty in adop Membership /nformation 
I tion. 

The AAC was established in 1978 to provide a forum for local search 
and support groups to meet on a national level. Incorporated in 1981 INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATIONAL 
under the non-profit laws of the State of Missouri, granted tax exempt MEMBERSHIPS MEMBERSHIPS 

the Internal Revenue Service in lgB2, the AAC is currently in- Initial Application Fee . . ,$ 5.00 lnitlal Application Fee .$ 5.00 
volved in many endeavors to educate the general public and the adoption One Year Membership . . 15,00 One year Membership . , . 20,00 
community to the needs for adoption reform. Three Year Membership . . $ 40.00 Three Year Membership . . $ 60.00 

The AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS Five Year Membership . . . $ 70.00 Five Year Membership . . . $100.00 
is concerned that: Lifetime Membership . . . .$150.00 Lifetime Membersh~p . . . .$250.00 

BIRTHPARENTS be able to obtain information about their children and 
claim responsibility for childrearing and child caring so they have feelings 
of positive worth about themselves, their parenting experiences, and the 
adopting family. AGENCY MEMBERSHIPS 

ADOPTEES be able to have the opportunity to know their history and lnitlal Application Fee . . . $ 5.00 
family of orgin. One Year Membership . . .$ 45.00 

ADOPTIVE PARENTS be able to claim responsibility for childrearing Three Year Membership . . $1 30.00 
and child caring so they have feelings of positive worth about themselves, Five Year Membership . . . $220.00 
their parenting experience and the birth family. Lifetime Membership . . . . $500.00 

Recognizing these concerns 
The AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS " PAYABLE IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY 

is dedicated to: 
The right of BIRTHPARENTS AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS who Members will receive the official publication, the AAC Decree which is 

choose, or have been subject to, closed adoptions, to specific in the adop published four tin es a year. 
tion contract and records the conditions for future access and identifica- Members will be enrltled to vote at Regional and National Conferences. 
tion, retaining the right to mutually amend those conditions, i f  they Members will receive reduced Registration Fees for Regional and Na- 
choose; tional Conferences. 

The right of ADOPTEES to obtain complete information about their Members will receive Legislative Updates on recent legislative actions 
families of origin, and to seek out and meet members of that family as across the United States 8 Canada pertaining to the Open Records Move- 
they choose, ment. 

The right of BIRTHPARENTS AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS to support- Members will receive the AAC ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
ive counsel and services and to eHect an open adoption, if placement is DIRECTORY of all member organizations. 
their choice. Members will receive an official AAC membership card. 
- - n n R ( I - - n m . I I - I I I - - - - -  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM CHECK BELOW 

Name Adoptee 

Address Adoptive Parent 
Birth Parent 

City State zip Professional 

Occupation Male Female Search Group 

Birthdate Support Group 
Agency 

Where did you learn about the AAC Other 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

DURING THE MONTH SEARCH ASSISTANCE: 

Dian Gabbott, Santa Clara (408) 249-5348 Sandy Viguers, H o l l i s t e r  (408) 637-861 
(408) 848-1261 

(evenings and weekends) 
Carol Longoria, Gilroy 

(days and a f t e r  8:00 p.m.) Dorothy (Dot) Yturriaga, (408) 356-2747 

(408) 997-1638 
San Jose 

Joe and Jan MaGil1, San Jose 
(Tues-Fri evenings a f t e r  6: 00 p.m. 
and Saturday and Sunday afternoons) - 

Pennie Peterson, Sunnyvale (408) 744-1515 
(evenings & weekends) 

t 003 
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TRIADOPTION""' 
Remember your donations help keep information availab/e. 

t l a o K L t  r s  
FOR EACH DONATION OF 87.00 or more 

order nne af the inl lnwinn,  .A 

COOPERATIVE ADOPTION A Handbook for prospective 
birch and adoptive families. This guide ourlines 
development of cooperative, open relationships to 

rantee the adoptee continued access to both . - .  amilies, inforrm - Y rtlon and identity. -/ 1 

THE ADOPTION COLORING AND C O N S C T O U B S S  BOOK by k 
)!L I JXJ'JJ' \ Mary Jo Rill - era. Fifty-wo pages  of nonsense aiad - * 4 ~ & .  

\ sense. It is a path to travel and a guide for your 
personal growth. It is a tool for internal m d  

I&-- 
-. - 

, 7,33232 1 -&ternal change. It is an instrument to be utilized V 

,-,);-3)3 tin expandilig awareness. It is exactly what you make 5' J 
r .  nn"? it ! I- 

BOOKS 
FOR EACH DONATION OF $15.00 or more 

@ a . aa~ * -  NEED WE SAY MORE? A COLLECTION OF CARTOONS Volme 1. 
These carroons have apreared in publications itto~d 
the world and are sent into Triadoption as part of 
the clipping service. They are compiled as part of 
an educational outreach to reflect the jud emental, 
questionable, negative or humorous views of society, 

- - 

order one of the following- 

NEED WE SAY MORE? 

A c a ~ ~ c ~ m u  w C ~ S  

L O S T  AND SOUND THE ADOPTION EXFERIENCE by Betty Jaan 
Li-fton. book pleas for 
the right of the adoptee to know their origins. It 
sets out to shatter the taboo of secrecy and guilt 
surrounding the information that is crucial to the 
emotional well-being of every individual. 

THE SECRET LIFE OF THE UNBORN CHILD by Thomas Verny, 
R .  D., with John Kelly. The ways a parent responds 
to the unborn child may affect hisfher physical and 
rmotional well-being forever. Voices, sounds, music, 
stress, sensitivities and environment can influence 
the unborn child. A wonderful, enlightening look 
into the magic of pre and post birth infant worlds. 

I WOULD HAVE SEARCHED FOREVER by Sandra Kay Musser. 
h e  tirst of two cells of Sandra's reluctant surrender 
of har infanc daughter and the search to locate her 
years later. Though this book ends without resolve 
the parsonel, religious, spiritual reflections up- 
lift the reader. 
WHAT K I N D  OF LOVE IS T H I S ?  By Sandra Kay Musser. 
Where I W U U I T h V E  SEAX?%kD ends, this book begins. 
It completes not on1 her personal ecory and in- [ rightful resolution ut includaa ochers stories. 



Volumn I No. 3 
Pennie Pe te rson  - E d i t o r  

SEARCH FINDERS OF CALIFORNIA 
P *Om BOX 24595 

SAN JOSE, CA 95154-4595 
(408) 356-6711 

"IDENTITY I S  IMPORTANT" 

SEARCH FINDERS OF CALIFORNIA i s  a volunte- 
e r  o rgan iza t ion  composed o f  Adoptees, Ado- 
p t i v e  .Pa r en t s ,  B i r t h  Pa ren t s  and o t h e r s  
search ing  f o r  r e l a t i v e s .  

Our purpose i s  t o  assist i n  searches  
and/or  reunions. A warm and suppor t ive  
environment i s  provided i n  which t o  sha re  
t h e  joys and f r u s t r a t i o n s  of t h i s  search.  
The  oppor tuni ty  i s  of fe red  f o r  anyone 
involved t o  sha r e  h i s  o r  h e r  experiences  

The S t a f f ,  some of which a r e  n a t i o n a l l y  
c e r t i f i e d  by "Independent Search Consulta- 
n ts" ,  vo lun teer  t h e i r  t i m e  and c o n t r i b u t e  
over  30 years  of combined experience.  
They f requenly  a t t end  workships, seminars,  
l o c a l  and n a t i o n a l  conferences t o  keep 
c u r r e n t  on i s s u e s ,  techniques,  and t o  
e s t a b l i s h  networking. 

SEARCH FINDERS i s  a member of t h e  American 
Adoption Congress, a n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ion  
whose a i m  i s  t o  promote openness, honesty 
and sound p r a c t i c e s  i n  adoption. 

7 :30 p.m. = General Sharing Time  
8:15 p.m. = 15 minute break t i m e  - 

c o f f e e  and l i b r a r y  t i m e  
8:30 p.m. = Ind iv idua l  Search T i m e  and 

P o t e n t i a l  New Member 
Or i en t a t i on  

Location:  
Mercury Savings and Loan 

Community Room 
Corner of Blossom H i l l  and P e a r l  

San J o s e ,  CA 

Dates: 
November 8 t h  

December 13th  
January 10 th  

February 14 th  

* Always t h e  2nd Thurs of t h e  month. 

* 
FALL 1984 

Carol  Longor3.a - S t a f f  Writer 

CHANGE I N  TIME STRUCTURE OF GENERAL - _____pq_p MEETINCIS 

The t i m e  s t r u c t u r e  of our  General Meetings has 
been changed. It w a s  decided t h a t  t h e  system 
was not  working as w e l l  a s  planned . . . s o  
out  wi th  t h e  o ld  and i n  wi th  t h e  new. A s  
n o t e d  below, t h e r e  w i l l  be a 15 minutes break 
t o  g e t  co f fee ,  tea and t ake  care  of your 
l i b r a r y  needs. Af te r  t h i s  t i m e ,  members w i l l  
consul t  w i th  t h e i r  Primary Search Consultants  
and p o t e n t i a l  new members w i l l  be given an 
o r i e n t a t i o n  and s i gn  up ses s ion  before  being 
assigned t o  t h e i r  Primary Search Consultant .  

LIBRARY TO RENT-A-BOOK 
I- 

Due t o  t h e  number of books t h a t  have been l o s t  
and t h e  problem of keeping our  l i b r a r y  cu r ren t  
w i th  t h e  . l a t es t  adoption books, we a r e  
changing our  l i b r a r y  p o l i c i e s  from a f r e e  lend 
system t o  a Rent-A-Rook system. The L i b r a r y  
w i l l  only he open dur ing a break time a t  t h e  
General Meetings. To Rent-A-Rook you w i l l  
have t o  be a member and need t o  donate $1.00 
f o r  soft-back hooks and $2.00 f o r  hard-back 
books. For more information s e e  LATJRIE 
GONTERMAN, Search F inde r s ' s  L ib ra r i an .  

MEMBERSHIP - CAmS .=. 

S t a r t i n g  i n  November, Serach Finders  w i l l  g ive  
out  membership cards  f o r  cu r ren t  members. I f  
you are unable t o  a t t end  t h e  November meeting, 
look f o r  them i n  t h e  mail. This i s  a good 
t i m e  t o  check and see i f  your membership i s  
cur ren t .  I f  i t  i s  n o t ,  remember renewals a r e  
only $15.00. See o r  c a l l  BECKIE EASTWOOD, 
Membership Sec re t a ry  f o r  more information.  

STEVE LOPEZ 
P . t  

We are very proud t o  inc lude  a copy of STEVE'S 
a r t i c l e  w r i t  t e n  about 1,ATJRIE GONTERMAN' S s t o r y  
and Search Finders.  We hope you enjoy i t  ! ! ! !  












	01029.tif
	01030.tif
	01031.tif
	01032.tif
	01033.tif
	01034.tif
	01035.tif
	01036.tif
	01037.tif
	01038.tif
	01039.tif
	01040.tif
	01041.tif
	01042.tif

