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IMPORTANT: Finc .cial info below. Be
{
sure to read 1.

JANUARY MEETING : The final results

of the search described iﬁ the last
newnletter was.good. Daughter‘and
- birthmother talked on the !phone
for a long time and arranged a meet-
ing in Florida in February. We all
offered to go ,too! That meeting
day was cold and Jjust the word-
Florida -sounded good, Another sew
gsearch is going on in Warwich and
one in Cranston , Good luck to both.
Our gugat was Marion Donnelly,
representative +to the state legisg-
lature and secretary to the committe
on Judiciary. She has offered to
sponger our bill on“openniné’rec-
ords, What an attractive ,vivacious
person! She has already atarted
her campaign by sounding out Jjudges,
other legislators and a few friends
who have som§ connection with adop-

tion. As of this date (Sat. the 28t

/
geveral of us have received a copy
of the New York bill. It is pages

. long and filled with legal language

go we have our Job cut out for us

s

_—

to “"clean up" the bill before it is
presented, The other legislator,
Rep. Horan from Pawtucket, ia a
Mee
lawyer so that's a plus. We'll plen-
ty of help in lobbying for th;; bill,
As Marion said, when the hearings
are conduéted in committee then we
will.see who our oppoaifion is.
Now that we have entered the new
year a look at our finances show
that dues are due and our treasury
dephleted by.publicity efforts
and the extention of our registry.
Both are worthy causes and most im-
portaﬂt to the life of our organizat-
ion., Just to elear up any misunder-
standings here are the regs:
85 fee -for registry only
searching help wanted in-
cludes paying expensges involved
. such as 'phone calls etc,
$10 fee- full membership includ-

ing newsletter , help at meetings,
contacts etc.

The registry is only 85 and a

one time fee but doesnot pay the
expenses of searching. Alsgo those

who paid us 310 this summer or fall
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are considered up to date. All others please pay at the next meeting dr». )

mail to me : Betty Angler- 861 Mitchell's Lane, Middletown,R.I. 02840

Ai usual the elected officers ,because of thelr work:get their dues
wavered, Maybe next year you might like take a more active part in becom-
ing an officer, too. Seareh
See article sncdoamsed that te11§ of some of theAtecniques that work, It
takes time and patience,

PRUBAR¥- FEBRUARY MEETING: Same place: Smith Hill Branch Library on

Candace St. Just off the intersection of Smith and Orms Streets,

The date: February.18th s Saturday at one o'clock. Don't forget your dues,
p . .
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HOO MER'S 1ate-a't ';S\tper Sleuth" award has
. to go to cathv, who contacted her birth-

Cath¥ P
2 had a lot of non-identifying information RS

mother just after Thanksglving.

about her birthmother and calculated when .
her birthmother would have graduated from L e
high school. | ———

P -
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With the help of a friend in Michigan and
after perusing names upcn names of high

. school graduates from one city, finally
the right name that f£it all the known

"When one door closes, another opens, but

ve often look so long and so regretfully

upon the closed door that we do not see the. -
| one which has opened for us." Co

requirements was found. And the photo of
"¢ the graduate bore a strong resemblanc

i -=A)lexander Graham Bell .
to Cathy. . l ' T

N ad -9":". [0 ol 4

[

l-“."f“' ek pa e oud
It was a fratt{ short hop, skip and jump T
through city directorles, obituaries and
marriage license records to discover her
birthmother's location and new name, but '’ , .

there the traill ended. Finally, Cathy ; - 4 SR TR L PP
: called her birthmother's brother and, with ) '
" his help, was able to contact her. She
. was very warmly received.
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.-+ This letter was.contributed by one of our members who has located his "%
o+ ' birth mother, Unfortunately, she refuses to see him. Too bad she is BT
" notin a position to know him as we all do - he is-a lovely, warm, - -- R

funny, loving human being and 1t really is HER loss. ...

Novemben 14, 1982

1 watohed Superman tonight. One scene brought tears to my eyes. An .o
Anfant was sent inlo space, by his parents, in order o Live a full
Life. He is found and raised by two people on Earth as thein child.

In his young adulthood, though his Eanth parents have naised and Loved
him, he feels a need to Leave their fanm home and §ind out who he is.

In the scene I nelate to, an 18 year ofd Clank Kent is standing on a
hRiE above his childhood home Looking out into space. His Mothen sees

‘him from the house and walhs out to him. Clank seems Lo sense hen
presence and says, "1 have to Leave". Mrs. Kent answens, "1 hnew this
dzy would come". Clarh then Leaves 2o find out who he 48 and whenre he
came from. - :

Just for a second, 1 felt Like T was standing on that hill, telling the
world that 1 need Lo know who I am, where I came from, That is a
feeling that all of us have experienced at Least once in our Lives. )

i © This Little note has no earth shaking revelations, no moral, it's just
; here 2o say, "Hey, other people hdve those Little pains in their hearts
- oven things that mean nothing to anyone who is not searching jfon his

parents ox child. Nao, you are not alone; and, yes, we do understand."

H
i
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FEBRUARY PlEETING: Some. yery interes- Here is the articleabout the intern-

ational Jregistry,

m": Y B'YJUB?' O'BRIEN m‘.ﬁll 1 (A WHIIE ™ W SEPIBy UENE e YRar's
 United Proas Intwrmstionsl, ... Day, Alexander; 23, tnd = talling out:

ther. Pirst: we believe that one of “‘Y“ Brgwh of-En """dc 8, with'her. bor!ri!ndfuphone donver-

ting facts came out of this get~toge-

1 , ‘ : . M veu het ﬂrat “fot. idOP t;utﬂtg{t r-ddughter o
1 " 'tlon, B yéur; T with q#ﬂubﬂnd snd Min

our former members 19 néw head of acparﬂt!oh sl'm and het diuweg’ urJ ; decidirg taenroll in college: =
\ iunder the shre roof again.c. . Spdi] er adoptive. father, & ratired

Sophia Little Home. How much i~ Betty, Lucaa of Puyallup Wash: i lawyer living t the Viegin Islands, and
P ¢ u good it wasruu‘ted durln?atalevl’:ion Pm’-hls setond. Gwlfa were lﬂppﬂﬂ“"ﬂ of

gram. =5 with her frst offspring, aAletander’s reunion plans. She haz ot

s going to do us will be tested thisﬂiﬂlﬁl‘f whorh she gave to adoptionheard from bher tdgplive mother - {n
2 authorities beforé-even seeing her 18many years, " -l o R

week, A naw member is trying to locatyears earlier. Now they regul.riy e Alezandér,” ﬁho calls Brown

clunge interstate letters., iy lipom " gald her veason for teg{ster-

- All four women tbmhlntemltlonlltn wlth ISRR was medical; ;-
her birthmother who was at Sophia L. goundax Reunion Registty, based in .1 was born with @ heart défect and

Ve dad et S i et

sl it

3 ' . ' 'Cam City, Nev., fov helping. reanitelhad other medicalproblems that were
; Just before the bdirth. I.at us ho pe 'thers, Thet antional regiatry haa lielpedinot easily, tnswcr&, witheut knowing
f- fg s “‘i‘“”ﬁ'&'&ﬁ"'&%‘ AR g A P
iy we arg r _ an dap M rew:up a ‘Ba xpecte

v 18}“ ln this asaumption. ,mtrmqa’n 1? db 1 ’k*‘“'{w .- \aftes the Feunion te resams iy life as

w3 The tltht’yeu geata; kofi- rol\ ormal. I jest didn*t think there would

Next we went over the proposed leg- iorgiaistion founded by Eming: Maype a8 mac louul{lére i¥, [ bid a Jot
- ' , Vilardi of Carson City serves as &linkisf fears.”” * e

islation and that it leaves much to  between “birth parents!! and thei Adopted tgeoplq “shouid. try to be

. uahtural offspring- lg d;-I oltder, dlllo!reuniteg wi idt{l:::{r :;a::rall parentls,

: whom éxpress thie denire for reunion Alexander sa an interview, ‘only

be desired from our point of view, byreg!sterlngthelmam"lthlsnn i .they feel atrong. enough about

: ‘Brown, ¥ divorceé wlio wasg Jllvingthemaelves that they can deal’ with

All adoptions that took place be- ‘with w6 of her other thféé childrem;whatever happens, whithet ft's refec-
- e e esr A6 She spoksof e pdepted sl

l for : ohen, read abdu & ''Dear e 8po an adbpted male friénd

e 1985 would only be allowed to ﬁy'h‘newnpu dra-c.ﬂl mn: Thst h&qu ue«hum his. biologica)
Notember. T w 1‘;{, ﬁl/’:n@ﬂ‘}q I R T VT TSGR o P Y P P

—. . ey Pan

: join the registry. Since there are 'SIX" weeks later, SRR madé tha

'4 u‘trih.v‘;rthe ﬂnugh!eﬁ, .who;ga’ A few ftems to
- registered {wo youry darlier, was den

_‘ g0 many registries already (see. m’{e“, Anlgle: Alexarder and was liv catch up with.

ing with & _boyfriend: b /New Mexico]

; article further on) we do not see The: lohg-separdted’ mother and A few dues have
] daughter thlked ofitthé: phone s ther '
the need for yet an other one, It Alexandet flew to New Jersey and met: been paid bBut not

her bialogleal motherand !'Ial!-broth
#nd hall-sister on Now Year'seve,'

: is a passive way to get where "you “tWhen I flest saw. her; I knew sﬁe everyone . please
1 was my daughter," said Brown, 45, ani
§ want to go"., MAdoptions and the pa  advertising set decorator. 'She look bring to the next
4 like her sisters and brother look. Wal Lo gy
i rticipants that take place after n?..Iehda:,“,‘}v‘f;s:‘l’tﬁ“tg:‘;:‘ﬂtm"lha & 5 - \
: 2 child some place on-edrth; & child Ma
1984 wit$é will be able to go back hadn't seen for 25 years. One part of y 19th is the
: ‘ mepoped one d?yltwou}d[lndherand N.E. Region con-
4 to the agericy who handled the pa- g;*:*f:g;'g:%g {0;;0;'3;;3 impossh .
i makes ib very difficult to happen.”. ., . eren ~
1 perwork and ask them to search & 'an. ?aid in-an intersiew: thab ence on Adop P
F . when she became preguant as an uns )
| facllitate a reunion or get identi matried teenager, her parents sent e tion . Ann Conway .
' R lrhc;n; New Jersoy to Te;xnstobasvetha £ ch p '
i . X oY i 0 .
{ fying data for them. So when this ¢ 'l'u happened in the 1950;,lnnd pu annel is
o ple did not live together In the 19503 ox
' :111 #84H7418 comea up in commit- anythlng like that," she said. "'l was going to bat inv~
4 ee we are going to ask ror changes 19 living with my parents. Orders olved, Bet'y
) q lwegeI give?ha%cl! glh?l:?,"d th;r; The:
nst 1 saw the birth father was 23 years
;} qA q‘, a?o " .' . . . l‘ “m" , ._. ;‘,

» l"l.-'-l‘fqﬂ't‘:ln“l\l_ﬂ'v e A ke TN TR TR LTS o L TR R T veery " -
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vean Lifton ,author of "Twice Born, Lost and'round" and several other
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bpoku on adoption will be the main apeaker. The place is Newport- morelater

NEXT MEETING: Same place , Smith Hill Br, Library ,March 17th at one o'clock,

Hope to see you there as tharégught to be plenty to discuss.

Agency:
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R!:UN!TED B y Lucas, Ieft; of Puyallnp, ﬁuh. and Snsan ﬁuen, ri;h Scottndnle, Arks., dlulmr
anu ut‘:nm Optlon at birlh, nre relnltod throuh bternﬁonal Sonnd'ex Reuaion Aganey.. AERENS

T T (o -q-ﬁ{c?-...m Syt ic A
.pn‘ents sy GNP B " Bne hbpestbvlsl! thé Lucases for & Ing firin; ¥afd the rsanlon his. gives
“His adoptiva p:rehts' tcra vety umonth soon and she continuously éx-, her.'‘n senss of closure, of something !
‘happy (abont fils reanion),” sald Alex-" changes letters with, tnr nuural " coming together .where betora there’
i anden.- “But:he stopped tﬁe relation- mother. oL wasemptiness, k)
% ship Yecause blhufeallngz thathe wasi” -Lucasi #8; ex-plalned luaﬁlnren(ew %~ Rodgers, who also mei her Iather
+ hurting his adopﬂve parents, ilthough. I,tha she bore Susan whes she was un- - -when she went to Puyatlnp and writes
the actunlly wasn'l. § rd utep-a ma ried, atill Uving a hnmﬂnd nota ta him now, said she Is happy she did &
-pedtﬂerellllnnahlp‘{'! s m"- f‘m" T xR &*‘! B3, ,uthfy her curiosity about her heritage
S5 'Brown sald she would iike taa'a the T, m"; wiy Kot td nna;'r by régistering with ISRR; but daid “i;
~lawis changed ‘50 /pecplé ould, obtil‘nu-’"!'& Hve with an aiint t6 deliver i, lwas no wayshon!d (n reunlon)rbe Iurccd on'-.
“mor§-Informatidnia o&t}bload“, shipped away. That’s thie way they did an one.” " "5l SRR
- Pelitives.. Shev'ld\rlseidt one 1 | in’ l'(wP it then..; Sudani' fathér was livifig with' “If the blrth p&rent dslesn't wantthe-
s formet. altﬂation to “‘goforit. Wity A
', “Ehave g feeling within mysclfgut :would ot get & divoree, 14 74 fiv vr
. illlbf'my,eilldten nte with e ﬂow;"’s T2 Ufut it was the best: thing for her i
 she said, ‘And my life. iieomplett. Itix kgt 1.d1d it that way, ! ended up mar-
' li“'llrolldllrfu}f!:elh!c A1 wnFim Ay ar Gl rying Stsan’s: father . (Harhey ucas)‘, reunlods.: s
 Rodgers, 1%, uiSbotthalu;’Arh., aftér . disaster; it
- belng. ln!ormed ot the-mbtch by ISRR; . (yearg, I A SRR A e
thoned hee naturalqmother, Betty "Ltcas reglstnred vm.frlSRR 3 yur 5
ucas, & year ago: Then afriend li.en’ . before the reunfom, . . ‘
M1 think if you Want to ﬂnd the other !
person, the registry 13 & real goad -

5-.-

P

. prerogative and should be respected.”
- Still; she said, shie would favor the
"states opening up recardy to fncllltate

wad s mhtaki {t listed: 10’ n

- adoptees’ search group, TRIAD, told ..
. her that-domeone alread -had. been

"someoné else at lhe- tin?nr anid, said | he- '"child to come back; Yhat should be their % '

J I, v - .
Mednwhile, onf“ est) Susam: fotr’ yedrd Liter:{| That,- Just was a'” i-. I w:im BT AY R

B ittt Ml el AR T L LR

" reunited with a !ong-los_t relative ontbe
Tv ShO' “Fll‘ltlﬂq" n, i ‘ "\ Vi
. SoRodgers, who llves L tE Ner adop-

tive parents and.works in a shoa store,. ..
“contanted - Fantasy's- produccr: lnd '

was Invited to. tape lishow

:Angeles- in February 1982.. The pro-

gram.aired nationwide the naxt month.
“I; was g0 grateful to the reglstry

(ISRR) for helping. me, I thought 1.

.conld talk about the reglstry onTV and
‘get [t same pyblicityd! she sald in ant
interview. “But they didn't tell me my
- mom {Lucas) would be thers., : .
'+ “When | saw her, I just ran up and
hueged her and my little brother and

“gister, We were just so happy to see

each pther. During the commeycial we

ran cnt behind the stage and sald, ‘So,.

what have you been doing for the past
18 yeurs?’ and crazy things like that.

B SRR .J‘ PP YUV SR

wny," she said. “‘Both partied have got '
“a cholce and you'rd- not lntruding
where you're not wanted,”" ™" !
Besides her daughter ﬁnv{ng g
. “right" to. know about Her natural’
.family, Lucas said, “‘It bétheted me
for years she might 1ust turn up on the
doorstep. T didn't think I could stand
-that walting. L wanted to du something
toinitiateit,” -

Lucas said Susan call& her “Betty" ;

and_Susan’s adoptive parénts aré hap-:
Ey about the reunfon, and shauld be
ecause, "1 told them [ wanted to add

to and not take anything away

"t told (Susan) I'd like lo be Iike a
speclal aunt,” she said. ““l don't (eel
Ilke her mother. I'm not trying to take
herplace. I'm justsomebodr speclr.lin
hor life."

I.urnu, a dn(ter {or a clvil englmnr-
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Items to remember- Aa promiaed hera Yes, our friend and former member of
ia Paul Zecchino s adreaau and 'phone our organization is the new director

number for those who have had trouble or Sophia Little Home- Kathie Crowe —

contacting him} 1 377 2447 Maxson who wag a pioneer in trying to get
Hill Rd.,Ashaway,R.I. 02804, Don t her recorda from the agency thru
:orget our_conterence in Newport, | which ahe was adopted. They wvere

May 19th on a Saturday . The brbchures rinally released by the court to her

wlli b; here soon , possibly before ‘lawyer,Bob Mann. He)inturn, relea-ed
g this newsletter goes out, ' them to her, So the data was obtaine-
' Dues: A faw have not'paid theirs yet ed but with out & court ruling.

but Believe me this getting involved a2 L 22 22l a2t st 2 lsls

in the legislative process is expene MARCH MEETING: We were all in a fun

sive and we need every psnny we can mood but it was St, Patrick;s Day.
get. ﬂoney raising affairs are not Rosie and Margo wore green berets

not my bag and usually end up with thT with the words "Erin Go ? " €I

same people donating the money. don't know the spelling of that last
For new members the dues are $10, a word ) , Rosie brought some Irish
year which includes all the help we bread and mills so we were a bit more
can give 1ﬁ the way of support ané Juxurious than normal. Sheila gave

; suggestions on searching. The newslet:

us a nice surprise by bringing pic-
ter and meetings are included. tures of her birthmother in Florda . \

This may be the last season we can Talk about look-alikes. You could

¥

have registration for only $5. as tha gee the resemblance easily. Her viait

. _ is not paying its way either, A sug- sounded like a great success, Unfortun- ~

% geasted fee would be $10, (one.time ately a fe;c;:;:m;ot been happy. The ,/1
only). Then you could get the news=- new member whose Pirthmother atayed )
letter all year, se-~—cccccancraca- | at Sophia Little had more yearbooks

5 L2 2R R TR R TR RS R Y R TR ST for us to look at but it wag hard to

\-'_‘._ . . . - R +om . - A . A . . . ‘ . e ‘. .




R T LT A T

W
+

because of different hair~dis styles
Her next step may be to try a genetis
special;‘ 3ted. With so much info ex-

cept a name we don't want to give up.

One adoptee from Fiskeville who,like

Mina, was born in Canada , ke came &

to a meeting over a year a go and wigh

the help of Mina found all she wanted
to know thru a contact of oues in
Montreal, Since no reunion at this %
time is wantd this was an easy one

to solve,

*****!l'*-l-'l-************************l**

IMPORTANT! Nominations are now open ”

for two officers: president and yice-

rresident. Alaso, we need a volunteer
for the coffee detail and an editor
for the newsletter, 1I've had calls
from several new members so please
save our next meeting for your pre-g
sense , The more help we geot the
better the organization.

J 30 W3 3 3 I S 2 W N

LEGISLANIVE REPORT: The day of the

committee hearing was the day of that
nagty storm so only one member showed
up at the statehouse, A big gold star
for Rosie , However , the meeting was
called before she had a chance to tes-
tify. Now the bill is due to go to a
study committee, Details af meeting.

*****************************-l-******************************I*************

APRIL MEETING: On the 28th , Saturday , at one o'clock. The place is the

Smith Hill Brdanch Library, Providence. It is on Candace St. Just ofr the

1ntersection of Orma and Smith St. near the back of the State Houase, See you
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DETROIT (UP1) — Kelth Rusk Oak when Dearborn was hired of & lenving her with thres small chl[-
Deartoun sang in a church choir for temporary basis (for nine months) dren. The Olde[ bOj’S, Loren: and

nine hs under the watchful - as a sololst at the same church (just . Don, were placed In & chlldrens
. -eyd oftihis brother — and mever . a colncldence, Rusk had nothing to. "home. The baby, Kelth, was placed
T khewtit A e e do with the hiring). . . .& .. With a childless couple ‘in: Detrot. ’

Lasbmonth Denrbom unlocked a’
153 :year-old: family: secret and met .
his two brothers. One of them was
Loren Rusgk, -who hnd sung ln
church choir with. him. .

" During. the nine months that
Dearborn and Rusk sang together
in 1971, *Rusk knew the other man

" wag his brother, but did hot speak .

tip He had a promise to keep.

Rusk wes & member of the Pres:
byter!an church ln suburban Royal

© "I was just a. hired- aololst. so 1-
never learned. anyone's..name,”.’

~ Dedrborn said; “Loten knew exact:
. ly ‘'who 1 was, but I never -knew."-

 Rusk nof only knew him from his"
uame but sald that Dearborn was. a;.

dead- ringer for thelr father. h
Dearborn. 54, was put up for

adoption when he was 9 months’

,Thelr mother. Ellen, was 22'

) Ellen. Broke and desperate duriné

: thé Depression, agreed’ to sign.
_adoption papers when the. Detroit’ 1
" couple wanted to raise Kelth as.
their son. She made the two other }
boys - promise that they' - never. ;-
- would cotitact Kelth . “1

She remuﬁed. wok the two boys
‘home and had a daughter. But she: i
‘never forgat about her third son, l
who lived only a few miles away. |
She died Iast year, at the age.of 75 -

when her husband abandoned her,

ERDUE A M ral Sebi it 4 10 anaid wm"'h-» AR AL AP

" "My, father simply. told: te- my .
natural parents were forced to give ’
me up; and I didn’t pursue it;" sald’

As the years pasaed the Ainystm;""

begnn to hauht him.

"It came to a head this January,"f

- "We stnrted to shake- hands,™'

Dearborn,. who wis I3, when he Dearborn sald. yesterday, "I" was
was told that he had beer adopted,” Boing to England and couldn't get a
“1.was very happy with.the life I - passport; Something was, wrong

"had,” he sald, “And 1 felt If my- with my birth records. I didn't’

natural parents didn’t care for me, t
didn't .care to find them.” .

In 1956, o {amlily friend who
knew the secret: invited Dearborn
to dinner, and shocked: him by
showing him & photognph of his

+ brother, = .
t “T sald, ‘What are you uuLing
1 about? I don't have any brothers,'’

~ . Dearborn recalled. “She said, ‘Yes,

LN

you_do. You have two,

know swhere to begin, I didn't even
: know where 1 was born.” |

"Dearborn sald he pressured his
adoptive parents Into' tefling him
about his past. They resisted, untll
his adoptive father finally said,
“There's a Loren Rusk In Hunting:
ton Woods. Why don't you give him.
& call?”

The brothers were reunited the

_ next day, Fcb. 28,

L

_ hers," .

.. . e
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. Dearboru sald; *but then we Just
grabbed each other and held on and.
held. on- and held on."” e

The entire Rusk and Dea:bom
family is planning a reunfon Satur- i
day {n ‘Armada, where Dearborn's ’
oldest brother, Don, lves.

MI'm still amazed how they kept',
track of me for years,” Dearborn j
said. ““I tused to think my mother
abandoned me. [ have since learned | i
she was one great lady, and she ,
went to her grave suffering for
3Mng me up.

“She kept the promise for my
sake, and avcryone else kept It for
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PAWTUCKET,R.I. MIDDLETOWN,R.I. 02840 .
I_ ARENTS & A DOPTEE'S L IBERTY ‘ V‘ QVEMENT

April Meeting; What a nice surprise! n't let that atop her . She kept on
Steve brought his birthmother to the and found her brother (also adopted)
meeting. She is such a lovely lady. only a short distance away from her,
Everyone was impressed at how much After a very happy reunion she calldd
they resembled each other, She is a me and was on an emotional high., They
tall striking looking red head who, have plans for more meetings involving

inspite of all her large family(elevenl +the families, Great, Shirley, we wish

childrenl,is now getting education you mueh happiness.

toward her degree. Thanks to both of @ne more search has started on a good
you for sharing yourselves with us, note ., ™ new member who was born and
fevery reunion gives the rest of us adopted in Maryland has found a social
hope. worker back at the proper agency that

embe that seem
We had several new m s gave her much more info thadpur agene

enthusiastic, interested people. Two cies do here so she has her Godmother
came in May to the regional conferencel name ,and confermed that she knew
in Newport., One was in the same categ- her original name . I have to get
ory as me : a birthgradmother . We had more details about that as I'm not
quite a chat on comparing notes, sure of my factas but her birthmother

Shirley of Coventry had ,prevéously tq ia posgibly in @onn. so that's close.

the meeting done some genealogical e ettt L E LT LT
research at the R.,I.Historical Socie- NEXT &FINAL MEETING('till fall)

ty Library «121 Hope St. Prov. She Saturday, June 9th at 1 o'clock-

had two names that were the same as Smithhill Branch Library, Providence,

one of her brothers. We gave her some R,I, Take the State Offices exit off

saggestions as to how to make that 95, turn onto Orms towards Smith st.
scary phone call, Results were that

neither one was right but Shirley did-+

4¢]

Candace St. & the library is off the
traffic light at this intersection,




Happy edings to birth parent searcit...

DEAR READERS: ‘“Curious in
Florida,’ the parents of three adopted
children, asked me to poll my readers
to find out what to expect if their
adopted children decided to search for
their biological parents.

Today, a sample of letters with hap-
py endings:

DEAR ABBY: Being an adopted
child, 1 yearned to know about my
“roots,” but I didn't want to hurt my
adoptive parents, so I waited until
after I was married to start my search.

Three months later, I flew to a small
Midwestern town and. walked into a
Dairy Queen where my mother was
working behind the counter. I knew im-
nediately that she was my mother.
She looked at me and something-told

her that I was the daughter she hadn’t.

seen since 1 was 5 days old. We were
both overcome with emotion. Her boss
sent her home, and we talked until 5
a.m. She’s been divorced twice, has
three other children and seven step-
children. She’s had a hard life. .
I'm glad I satisfied my curiosity.
also am glad she had the courage to
give me up. It made me appreciate my
A adoptive parents all the more.
GLADISEARCHED

DEAR ABBY: 1 have never been
happier in my life! I am enjoying and
relishing every second I've spent with
my son since he found me last
January.

My family is joyous. This event has
changed my entire life for the better.
Garland is 24, a college graduate and a
beautiful human being. I was 18 and
winnarried in 1960 when I gave birth to
himm in the old Gaston County Negro
Hospital. The nurse brought him to the
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Dear Abby

By Abigall Van Buren

window and held him up so I could see

. him. That was the only contact I was

permitted. I was never allowed to hold
that child — maybe that’s why I can't
keep my hands off him now!

MARTHA YOUNGBLOOD

DEAR ABBY: My husband was
raised by his grandparents. His
mother got pregnant at 14, and her
parents rescued her by adopting her
son, When he was 18, he was told that
his ‘‘sister’” was really his mother. Of
course, he wanted to know who his
father was, but they all lied, saying
they weren't ‘‘sure.” (Isn't that the
lowest?) y

He was 39 years old when he found
out from a relative who his father was.
(He was living only 50 miles away.) I
believe that children should be pro-
tected when they’re young, but when
they become adults, it’s their right to
know the truth.

[ encouraged him to communicate

DR TP

DEAR ABBY: Last September, I
opened my door to a total stranger who
announced that she was my child! She
was 39 years old, and I had not seen her
since she was 1 week old. It's a good
thing I had a strong heart or I might
have had a heart attack.

P

with his father. At first, he was reluc-
tant, fearing he might be rejected. As
it turned out, he was warmly received
and they developed a beautiful father-
son relationship. Unfortunately, his
father died a few years later, but at
least they got to know each other.

The hardest part of the ordeal was
after his father died, knowing how
many people had known who his dad
was, while he did not.

What foolish secrets people keep.

NEW JERSEY STORY

DEAR ABBY: I gave up a beautiful
boy 22 years ago because I was 16, un-
married and my parents forced me to.

I was contacted six months ago by
an attorney who asked me if I wanted
to meet the child I had given away in
1962. I was thrilled out of my mind! I'm
married now and have four children
and a wonderful husband. He knew
about my first-born; my children did
not.

My husband and I flew immediately
to meet my son. It was an emotionally
charged experience for all of us. His
adoptive parents had told him on his
21st birthday that if he wanted to meet
me, they would make the search and
they did. Imagine that! They had a fine
dinner and spent the night showing us
home movies of their son from the day

My daughter looked just like her
father, whose face I had been trying to

forget since he left me when I told him
I was pregnant. He said the baby

couldn’t be his. (It couldn’t have been
anyone else’s!) .

My daughter was interested m’the
possibility that she might come into
some kind of inheritance. I gave her all
the information I had on her blood
relatives. I even told her the truth
about her father but suggested she
give him some advance warning if she
intended to look him up.

She told me her adoptive parents
were both dead, but for some reason I
didn’t believe her,

The whole ordeal was a nightmare.
BAD SCENE

they got him until he graduated from
college last May. It was almost like
watching him grow up. And we were
treated like “family.”

We gained a son, and our lives have
been enriched. OQur hearts are filled
with love and gratitude for these
generous people, and ‘“our son’ (as
they call him) could not be a finer
gentleman. -

OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER

DEAR ABBY: I located my birth
mother. This was her message to me:
“Thank you for affirming that I did the
right thing in giving you up. I wish to
God I had had the courage to do the
same thing for your younger brother
and sister, but society lays such a guilt
trip on us if we don’t raise our own
children.

““Please go home and tell your
garents ‘thanks’ from both of us. Good-

ye'n

I won't tell you what my life would
have been like if I had been raised by
this bitter, unhappy woman.

I was happy to have seen the con-
trast and grateful to her for having
given me away — and even more
grateful fo the mother who raised me.

SAN DIEGO

Tomorrow: Letters with less than
happy endings. Stay tuned.

DEAR ABBY: Our adopted
daughter searched and found her birth

. mother five years ago. After they had

been reunited, we felt unloved, unneed-
ed, unwanted and unappreciated. She
made the search when she was 20
years old. She is now 30, and we've
never met her birth mother, have
never had any desire to meet her and
would like to forget that she even lived.
Since the daughter we raised found
her ‘“‘real” mother, the relationship
hetween us has never been the same.

We will remember ‘“Curious in’

Florida’ in our prayers, and hope they
never have to walk the path we have

walked.
ADOPTIVE PARENTS
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. 861 MITCHELLS LANE
MIDDLETOWN,R.I. 02840

. ‘,m L . . <..401~847-4773
CONFERENCE and SUMMER BULLETIN & 1984

l ARENTS & A DOPTEE S L IBERTY MO\ZE_EM |

WHY GO TO A CONFERENCE° Yes, it costs | ., The most unusual combination was one
money and time but =mo many benefits F

. birthmother, an adoptive mother and

can be gained Firﬂt if you are ’ear'4d.ifather , the adoptee , and the search

ching ’ there are CONTACTS all cver . facilitator. The workshop where they

the "place" Hina got two new leads t0ld their story was amazing and very

from contacts she had made before at gratifying. A good reunion all around.

other placee. Second, if you want a . The winner of the $200 grocery raffle

senee of identification there are was Elaine Kohn of Belmont, Ma. She

many people in your oategory who will was a very happy person. Now the

talk with you and make you feel 59°d tresurer's report for the New England

| o
about yourself. They've been there,100. Region reads :in the black: $865,13,

v e e e e "

Third you get ideas for whatever pro- This is a good start for the new

ject you are working on in this field slate of officers : Fran Harriman of

ot adoption. See further on 'in news= ‘Maine is the new regional director.

letter for what 1 got from the 183151&‘ Jo and Peter Devlin have done an out-

tive workshop. Fourth, you can juSt .8tanding job of starting this organ-

have fun and meet people that under- {zation!!!

stand where you are coming from. Usuald  1pers7apIvE HINTS: This workshop in-

ly the conferences are held in an area terested me the most because we are

that is interesting by its self. just starting in this field, It's

A FEW DETAILS FOR ALL: the New England

- hd

tough, up-<hill fighting. Marion Don-

con. was held in Newport in May. One _nelly who helped us get a start thies

E hundred forty -two attended plus past session was there with concrete

%ﬁ speakers and aids, The farthest away suggestions; try to find a loquéﬂ‘

was from Hawaii and I guess a Laure who may be known to many of the lagise-

Walters from Newport was the nearest, lators, send as many menbers of our

QL3




"~ 'ble. It ‘takes a ‘great déal of work,

- Now we will have to charge $10 for

group as often as possible when the

bill is out of committee, get as manﬁ

friends as possible on the study comd

mission that constders the bill fir%@, a Saturday

and finally get as many letters of
support as soon as the bill is
written to our approval. The one last
year was the New York bill that need-
" ed tdo“manyfcorrectione‘fo'Heﬁfeesi-
~ time and money.

REGISTRY: The article in the Pawtuc-

" ket Times last spring was verym well
written (about one of our searches
and the happy conclusion) .

. Wish the Providence Woﬂéai would do
the same by us but their editorial
policy is very restrictive in this

. area, Not in politics ,however, Stra-
nge, isn't it?'WeilJoﬁ to the chenge:

the registry as it has not been pay-
ing its way. Those who register and ~
have paid only $5 may get search
help ,if they wish it, by becoming
- a regﬁlar menber which is $10 a year.
" A regular menber is entitled to at-
" tend 8ll our meetings and receive the

newsletter which trys to keep you up

to date on all kinds of adoption
- matters, R ‘ e

|

GENERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST: The meet-

place ias the same: Smith Hill Branch

of the Proridenoe Public Library on

t near the end of the

month September meeting will be set
as eoon as the library sete its fall
ochedule-in ﬁugust usually. They

are most kind to us and is's free.
Another newsletter will reach you

in September in time to plan your
Saturday with ue._'”

Right now we are working on a elate
. of officers end some revised by-
laws, The latter are way out -of =~

 date.

t
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Well, enjoy the lazy hazy days of

eummer,. We are 1ooking forward to

—

) eeeing old rrienda and making new

onee.'Keep“cool and good-bye for

Nnowe.

—
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WELCOME

(602) 745-9642
Peace of Mind-Search and Support, was founded in December of 1983, by Mona Phillips,
a birthmother, and her husband Jim, an adoptee. Since the start of the organization
already six searching members have found their biologlcal families. Peace of Mind
welcomes all members of the adoption triangle, including minofs with thelr adoptive

‘parents' consent,

Working closely with one another, Ge continually strive for more reunions, : to make -
ithe«public aware of the evident 'need' of those affected by adoption to search and to

find the answers from our past which have been erased

MESSAGES FROM MONA

I wish to thank the people of Tucson for their support in fodnding the organization
for their
of Search, and Sally File, our

| Regional'Director for theilr suggestions and answers to my many questions.

I extehd_apecial appreciation to Niki French and Linda Morris continuos

'encouragement and advice. Thank you Karen Tinkham,

The Regional Conference of the National Adoption Congress was held this past Septem-
- ber in New Mexico. two other members went and will
and I will

be visiting Sally File this month to gain more knowledge of the adoption movement.

Though I was unable to attend,

report the event in our next issue. I plan to attend future conferences

Ir closing, I would like to emphasize that there is a 'real need' for adoptees and
birthparents to come together at some point in their lives. It honors me to be a part
of thelr search and this special time in their lives. '

Mona Phillips, President and Founder

WE SOLD IT

Our August yard sale was a huge success!
$106.00.
helpful as we prepare for National Adoption Week.

Thanks to the many donated items, we raisad

The funds will be put towards operating expenses, publicity iiand will be

NATIONAL ADOPTION WEEK

November 19th-24th, National Adoption Week will be
Historically, this has been a time to hieghten awareness of the many children avail-~

wcélebrateéd c‘across the country.

able for adoption and the services offered by adoption agencies., This year our goal
will be to publicize the other side of adoption - - ~ the affects on families separ-

ated by adoption, the search process, and the help available through search and

support groups such as ours,
bility to adopt a child, they should be willing to accept the responsibility to help
that child find the answers of his heritage - to give him peace of mind.

We feel 1f a family is willing to accept the responsi-

9.8
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