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aure  ts read  I?. I prsaentsd.  The o t h e r  l e g i s l a t o r ,  

. . 

IMPORTANT: Fin2 . c i a1  i n f o  below. Be 
I 

t o  "c lean  uptt t h e  b i l l  before  i t  i s  

/ \  

newole t t e r  was good, Baughter and 
I I t y  of h e l p  i n  lobbying f o r  t h i s  b i l l .  

JANUARY MEETING : The f i n a l  r e s u l t 6  

of t h e  aearch desc r ibed  i n  the last  

. ~ e p .  Horan f r o m  pawtuckgt, a 
flee d 

lawyer so t h a t t  e  a p lua  . Wet 11 plen- 
1 

bi r thmother  t a l k e d  on the  'phone 

f o r  a long  time and arranged a a e e t -  

i n g  i n  F l o r i d a  i n  February. We a l l  

o f f e r e d  t o  go , too!  That meeting 

Our gues t  was Marion Donnelly, and t h e  ex t en t i on  of o u r  r e g i s t r y .  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  e t a t e  l e g i s -  Eoth a r e  worthy causes  and most i m -  

l a t u r e  and s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  committe p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  o u r  organizat-• 

Ae Marion s a i d ,  when t h e  hea r ings  

a r e  conducted i n  committee then we 

will see  who ou r  oppoa i t i cn  is. 

-.-----I.-----I------------------- 
day was co ld  and j ue t  the word- 

F l o r i d a  -sounded good. Another ar 

aearch i s  going on i n  Warwich and 

one i n  Cransfon , Good luck  t o  both. 

on Jud ic ia ry .  She has o f f e r ed  t o  ion. Just t o  c l e a r  up any misunder- 
\' 11 eponeer our  b i l l  on openning rec-  s t and ings  h e r e  a r e  t h e  regs :  

ords .  What an a t t r a c t i v e  ,v ivac ious  85 f e e  - f o r  r e g i e t r y  only 

person ! She has a l r eady  s t a r t e d  sea rch ing  h e l p  wanted i n -  

Now t h a t  we have en t e r ed  t h e  new 

y e a r  a look a t  ou r  f inance8  show 

t h a t  dues a r e  due and ou r  t r ea su ry  

deppleted by p u b l i c i t y  e f f o r t s  

h e r  campaign by sounding ou t  judges, 

o t h e r  legislators and a few f r i e n d s  

c ludes  paying expenses involved 

, euch as ' phone c a l l s  e t c .  

who have some conneation with adop- $10 fee -  fu l l .  membership includ-  

t i o n .  A s  of  t h i s  d a t e  ( s a t .  t h e  i ng  newe le t t e r  , h e l p  a t  meetings,  

s e v e r a l  of u s  have rece ived  a copy c o n t a c t s  e t c .  

of t h e  New York b i l l .  I t  i s  pages 1 The r e g i s t r y  ,Is only  85 and a 

. ' l o n g  and f i l l e d  with legal language one  time f e e  b u t  doennot pay t h e  

ao we have our  job c u t  o u t  f o r  u s  expenzos of searching. Also those 

9s who pa id  u s  810 t h i s  aummer o r  fa 



, a  

I are eoneidered up to  date. A l l  othere please pay a t  the'next  meeting o r  

mail to me : Betty Angier- 861 Mitchell's Lane, Middletown,R.I. 02840 
.- 

A a  uaual the e lected o f f i c e r s  ,because o f  the ir  work,get the ir  dues 

wavered. Raybe next year you might l i k e  take a more act ive  part i n  becom- 

ing an o f f i c er ,  too sear c k 
See a r t i c l e  encioeed that t e l l &  of  some o f  the tecniques that work. I t  

A 
taken time and patience. 

PRWARY- FEBRUARY MEETING: Same place: Smith H i l l  Branch Library on - 
Candace S t .  juet o f f  the intersection of  Smith and Orma Streeta,  

The date; Pebmary 18th ,Saturday at one olc lock.  Donl t forge t  your dues. 
r . . . . "  __.---..--I---- 1 

** ,'a l a t e s t  "Super Sleuth" award has 
. t o  go t o  Cathv, w3o rontacted her  b i r th-  

mother jus t  a f t e r  Thanksgiving. CathX .: had a l o t  of non-identifying informat on 
about her  birthmother ar~d calculated when 

I 
he r  birthmother would have graduated from 

, high school. ! I 
I 

With t h e  he lp  of a f r i e n d  i n  Michigan and ~ 

a f t e r  perusing names upon names of high 
school .graduates  from one c i t y ,  f i n a l l y  ... 
t h e  r i g h t  name t h a t  f i t  a l l  t he  known 
requirements was found. And the  photo of ' 

, ' !  the graduate bore a atrong resemblance 
t o  Cathy. I 
It was a rettr shor t  hop, sk ip  and jump I 

through c t y  d r ec to r i e s ,  ob i t ua r i e s  and 
marriage l i c ense  records t o  discover her  , 

bir thmotheres  loca t ion  and new name, b u t '  
t he r e  t h e  t r a i l  ended. Final ly ,  Cathy 
c a l l e d  her  bir thmotheres  brother and, w i t h  ' 
h i s  help, was ab l e  t o  contact  her .  She 
was very warmly received. \. - _ .  --__- ..-. _.._-..- _........ -,...-- .. .-.-.----- .- .-- 

, Q&r&e+ - .  . , ~ ? 3 4 4 ; ~ - 9 - h ' 0 n  . .: . - 

"When one door c loses ,  another opens, but 
w e  o f t en  look s o l o n g  and so r e g r e t f u l l y  * ' 

upon t h e  closed door t h a t  w e  do not s e e  t he .  _ 
one which has  opened f o r  us.!' . . 

J --Alexander Graham B e l l  . 
. . . . .  

-,..... . I  > :.. .. : 2.. 1: ..; ,.. . '.<A,.., :.a,- >.I . . . 

,. , This letter was.contributed by one of our members who has located h i s ,  . - . <  
;. bir th mother. Unfortunately, she refuses to  see him. Too bad she is  . . " 5: . . '  . . . .  not ' l n  a pos'i tion to know h i m  as we a l l  do - he. i s  a .lovely, warm;. - - 

funny, l o v i n g  huinan being and i t  rea l ly  i s  HER loss.. !, . . - a -  

I wLtched Supennran Xotonigltt. One scene bhoug& Reahd 20 my e y u .  An . . - 
int$znt bent irtto b p U C e ,  by  kib paen&, i n  o h d m  t o  f ive a 6uRe 
Ude. He iA dound and naided b y  Auo people on EUJL& eb a%& ckied. .. ... 
In kid yowig a ~ z o o d ,  though kid Eahth p~herctb ha& naibed and loved 
kDn, he 6eeed a need .to leave a%& dm home and b i n d  oLLt who he A. 

.. 
In ithe dcene I neeate .to, an 18 yean old CJl& Kent i~ bsltandin 

- .. kiee above ki6 ckiedhood home looking o a t  i n t o  &pace. HA blot 8 eh O n  bees a 
* , k i m  @om .the house and ULVU oLLt to t4. CQahh beemd a% sende hen 

paebence and sayb , "'I have 20 leave". Ultb. Kent anbwtm, "1 hnw dti6 
day would come". CLv& &en leaved .to bind OUX who he LA and whene he 
came &om. . 

... 3u.t do& a decorzd, 1 6eL.t U k e  I wad baknding on 2h-t  ktee, .tel%ng .the 
whed a%& 1 need .to khoiu who 1 am, h e h e  1 came ,$ham. TIILIA a 
(e&g .that a& 06 ~b have expehienced at lea& once i n  OWL fiveb. 

Tk i s  W e e  note  ha^ no e w i  &haking h e v w o n b ,  no m o d ,  L t l b  ' j u b t  
hehe .ta day, "Hey, o. thu people have &ode t L t t t e  painb .in Yhcih heahtd 
oven a%ngb &that mean rtathlng 20 anyone iulto ih no2 ~c?at(cl~Lng Jon h A  
pcoterttd o/r child. No, you m e  no2 alone; and, yeb, tue do u n d w h n d .  I t  

I . . . . . . . .  . - 





. ( 

Zean L i f t o n  , au tho r  o f  n T ~ i ~ e  Born, Loat and FoundN and aeve ra l  o t h e r  

books on adopt ion  w i l l  be t h e  main speaker.  The p l ace  is Newport- mor*a 

NEXT MEETIHCI: Same p lace  , Smith H i l l  Br .  L i b r a r y  ,March 17 th  a t  one o ' c l  

t o r  

ock. 

Hope t o  aea you t h e r e  as theraonght  t o  be p l e n t y  t o  diacnaa. 
I' - ' ' IT +qsaf !! i * r . s p . 3  3 

Agenic v;l . . 

- , ~ ~ -.-.. . ..... ~- . . ~ ~ ~ - . .  .. ~. 

- . "1; w a s  so gratef* to ,the.reglatrl. . that waiting. 1 w ~ n t e d  tddb something : 
(ERR) fo r  helping, me, I thought I .  to inl\lstt it." ' 

+ . , ,' .., ;  

could  talk ab'out tho reelstry on TV and Lucas said Susan caUb her ."Bett~" .; 
.'get it. eome pt&ll'cltnG'bha 08 id i i . r i i  , anilSuaan!a adoptlvh periats  hrb h a p :  ' 
Intsrolcw. "But they didn't tell me my y ebbut the reunlon, and shnuld be 

, m o m  (Lucas) would be there, i . Eecnusc, toid them I wanted to edd 
: "When I saw her, 1 juat ran up and to and not take anythingaway." 6 

hugged her ind  my ilfllc brother and l.1 told (SusLn) I'd IIke lo be llkc r j _ h s  
sls!cr. We were just ao happy to s e e .  speclal aunt," she srld. "1 d o ~ ~ l t  [eel , 

each pthw. Dorlng the c o m r n c ~ c i a l r e  llke her mothcr. I'm not trying to take 
r i n  rut hehlnd (he r t n l r  and s l d .  'So, her lace. I'm ]art somebody spec ld ik  1 &,. 
n h r t  hrvc 7011 been doing.lor the pait  horelo:" . 
18 yeursl' and crazy things llke that. , . I.ucns, r drrf ter  (or a clvil cnglneer- : I 



. . . - - - -  . ' i 

B e t t y  .=1Lngf sr,Bd. : - , ~PRII, 1984 ' ; PAWIIJCgET,R.I. 0361 . 
. - .  . .  . . . . - 

. . .  . . .  ., .. - .- 
ftems t o  remember: A s  p r c k s e d  -- . - Yes, our f r i e n d  and former member of 

. . .. . . 
i a  Paul Zecchinole adresea and 'phone . . .  . . ' .  . . .  . . 

nu9ber f o r  those who have had t rouble  . . . . .  . , . . 

contact ing him; 1-377-2447 Maxaon 

f o r g e t  our  conference i n  Newport, 
.a. . 

our organizat ion l a  the  new d i r e c t o r  
, . . . . .  

of Sophia L i t t l e  Home: Kathie Crowe- 
. . . . .  

who was a pioneer i n  t r y i n g  t o  ge t  

h e r  record8 from t h e  agency. th ru  

which ehe was adopted, They were 
.. . . 

May 19th on a Saturday . The brochure . . f i n a l l y  re leaeed by the  cour t  t o  h e r  

w i l l  be here  soon , possibly  before I l a w y e r , ~ o b  Mann. H e  in turn)  r e l eased  
3 

! t h i s  newsle t te r  goea' out.  I them to  her. So t h e  da t a  was obtaln-  

\ - Dues: A few have not  ' p l d  t h e i r s  y e t  I ed but  with ou t  a cour t  ru l ing .  

bu t  be l ieve  me t h i a  g e t t i n g  involved I 88+****Y*Y*U+Y*+*++*****UY)(.W*)C***~* 

i n  the  l e g i e l a t i v e  proceae is expenu I MARCH MEETING: We were a l l  i n  a fun 

s i v e  and we need every penny we can I mood but it waa S t .  P a t r i c k j s  Day. 

get .  #oney r a i s i n g  a f f a i r s  a r e  not  I Rosie and Margo wore green be re t8  

not  my bag and ueually end up with th(  with the  words "Erin  Go 7 18 I 

erne people donating t h e  money. 

For new members the  duee a r e  $10. a 

don ' t  know the  s p e l l i n g  o f  t h a t  l a s t  

word ) . Roaie brought some I r i s h  

yea r  which includes  a l l  t h e  he lp  w s  I bread and milh ao we ware a b i t  more 

can give i n  the  way o f  support and luxurious than normal. She i l a  gave 

t auggeetions on searching. The newslet u s  a n ice  su rp r i s e  by bringing pic- 

t e r  and meetings a r e  included. 

This  may be the  l a a t  season we can 

t u r e s  of her  birthmother i n  ~ l d r d a  . 
Talk about look-alikes.  You could 

have r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  only $5. as that; see  the  resemblance eas i ly .  Her viai t 

i s  not  paying i t s  way e i t h e r .  A eug- I sounded l i k e  a g r e a t  success. Unfortun- 
PC k t l  i o n 5  

geeted f e e  would be $10. (one time I a t e l y  a f ew  have n o t  been happy. The 
f i  

only) .  Then you could get the  news- ( new member whose b i r t h m o t h s r  stayed 
6 

l e t t e r  a l l  year. ------------------ I a t  Sophia L i t t l e  had more yearbooks 
**~*+*u+*+******u*~*~+++***+******* I f o r  ue t o  l o o k  a t  but i t  was h a r d  t o  



because o f  d i f f e r e n t  hair-dLs s t y l e s  1 pres ident .  Aleo, we. need a volunteer  

c ep t  a name we don ' t  want t o  give up.[ from seve ra l  new members s o  p lease  

Her next  s t e p  may be t o  t ry  a gene t la  
'X 

special\ &&a41 a With so much i n f o  ex- 
b 

~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ o o . ~ ~ .  I save our  next  meeting f o r  your pre-q 

f o r  t he  cd f i ee  d e t a i l  and an e d i t o r  

f o r  t he  newelet ter .  I ' v e  had c a l l a  

One adoptee from F i s k e v i l l e  who,like I sense .  he more he lp  we ge t  the  

Mina, was born i n  Canada , UW c m e  &I b e t t e r  t h e  organizat ion.  

t o  a meeting over  a year a go and w i $  *++++*++W++*W*+++Y*************Y*Y** 

t h e  he lp  of Mina found a l l  she wanted LEGISLA!?IVE REPORT: The day of t he  t - 
t o  know th ru  a con tac t  of o u ~ a  i n  committee . . hear ing  was the  day o f  t h a t  

Montreal. Since no reunion ,a t  t h i s  t I nas ty  a t o m  so only one member showed 

time i s  wan& t h i s  was an easy one 
/ 

up it t h e  s ta tehouse ,  A b i g  gold star 

t o  solve. 
, .. I f o r  Rooie . However , t he  meeting was 

****+++**************************** 
. . . 1 c a l l e d  before  she had a chance t o  tea-  

IMPORTANT! Nominations a r e  now open I t i f y .  Now the  b i l l  i s  due t o  go t o  a 

f o r  two o f f i c e r s :  p res iden t  and vice- etudy committee, De t a i l s  a t  meeting. 
, . I . . 

***********************************************u*************************u . . .  

A2RIL MEETIHG: On the  28th . Saturday st one' o  clock. The p lace  is  t he  

Smith H l l l  ~ r b a n c h  Library,  Providence. 1t i s  on Candace S t .  j u s t  o f f  t h e  
I i n t e r s e c t i o n  - of Orma and Smith St .  nea r  t he  back of  t he  S t a t e  House. See - .  you. 

. . .  . . , .., ... ... . . . . . 
. .bfisl ! . \??.I 

m 
. . . . L . .. . 

. . . .. . . 

old.. . . 

.' . 

. . 

, next day, Fob, 28, . . . hers." . . . .  
& .  . . ... . .- . .I.. . 

-a. 1 ,  k j C M h L  a / ~ d -  g e l  ? d I - P n  cs l - ,  , 'F,bcl  Ye, 
T h r r  r rpp /y&~q De-i  b Z g c f * m .  

. . . . 
. . 
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1 
861 MITCHELLS LANE . , 

MIDDLETOWN,R.I. 02840 q 

401-847-4773 

I IBERTY OVEMENT 

I 
I they  resembled each o t h e r .  She i s  a I me and was on a n  emotional  high. They 

A ril Meetinq; _P What a nice s u r p r i s e !  

Steve brought h i s  bir thmo t h e r  t o  the  

meeting, She i s  such a l o v e l y  lady.  

I Everyone was impressed a t  how much 

1 t a l l  s t r i k i n g  look ing  red head who, I have plans f o r  more meetings involving 

n l t  l e t  t h a t  s t o p  her  . She k e p t  on 

and found h e r  b r o t h e r  ( a l s o  adopted)  

on ly  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  away from h e r ,  

A f t e r  a ve ry  happy reunion  she  c a l l d d  

I i n s p i t e  o f  all h e r  l a r g e  fami ly(e leven  

c h i l d r e n )  i s  now g e t t i n g  educat ion 
2 

toward h e r  degree.  Thanks t o  bo th  of 

the  f a m i l i e s .  Great ,  S h i r l e y ,  we wish 

you muoh happiness .  

@ne more. s ea rch  has  s t a r t e d  on a good 

1 you f o r  s h a r i n g  yourselves w i t h  us. n o t e  , new member who waa born and 

I &very reunion g i v e s  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  

came i n  May t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  conferenc name ,and confirmed t h a t  she knew 

adopted i n  Maryland h a s  found a s o c i a l  

I 
hope, 
We had s e v e r a l  new membera that seem 

enthuaiaatic, i n t e r e s t e d  people. Two 

I i n  Newport. One was i n  the  same c a t e g  1 h e r  o r i g i n a l  name . I have t o  g e t  

worker back a t  t h e  proper  agency t h a t  

gave h e r  much more i n f o  tha+ur  agen- 

c i e a  do here  eo she has h e r  Godmother 

I ory as me : a bi r thgradmother  . more d e t a i l s  about  t h a t  as I ' m  n o t  

I q u i t e  a c h a t  on comparing notea .  s u r e  o f  m y  f a c t s  bu t  h e r  b i r thmother  

S h i r l e y  o f  Coventry had ,prevboualy t is p o s s i b l y  i n  eonn. so t h a t q a  c lose .  

the meeting,done some genea log ica l  

r e s e a r c h  a t  t h e  R.I .Hia tor ica1 Socie- 

t y  L i b r a r y  -121 Hope S t .  Prov, She 

one of h e r  brother*.  We gave h e r  some I R . I .  Take t h e  S t a t e o f f i c e s  e x i t  o f f  

ao-.-------.-----o------------..----- 

NEXT - &FINAL  MEETING('^^^^ f a l l )  

Saturday,  June 9 t h  a t  1 o t  c lock-  

I had two names t h a t  were t h e  same as Smithhf 11 Branch Library,  Providence,  

- 
n e i t h e r  one was r i g h t  b u t  S h i r l e y  d i d  t r a f f i c  l i g h t  a t  t h i e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

i ... . el 

sugges t ions  as t o  how t o  make t h a t  
s ca ry  phone c a l l ,  Resul t s '  were t h a t  

95, t u r n  onto  O r m s  towards Smith s t .  

Candace S t ,  & t h e  l i b r a r y  i s  o f f  t h e  



Happy endings to birth parent searcrr... I 

DEAR READERS: "Curious in 
1 Florida," the parents of three adopted 

children, asked me to poll my readers 
to find out what to expect if their 
adopted children decided to search for 
their biological parents. 

Today, a sample of letters with hap- 
py endings: 

DEAR ABBY: Being an  adopted 
child, I yearned to know about my 
"roots," but I didn't want to hurt my 
adoptive parents, so I waited until 
after I was married to start my search. 

Three months later, 1 flew to a small 
Midwestern town and. walked into a 
Dairy Queen where my' mother was 
working behind the counter. I knew im- 
mediately that she was my mother. 
She looked a t  me and something..told 
her that I was the daughter she hadn't. 
seen since I was 5 days old. We were 
both overcome with emotion. Her boss 
sent her home, and we talked until 5 
a.m. She's been divorced twice, has 
three other children and seven step- 
children. She's had a hard life. 

I'm glad I satisfied my curiosity. I 
also am glad she had the courage to 
give me up. It made me appreciate my 

a adoptive parents all the more. 
? GLAD I SEARCHED 
I) DEAR ABBY: I have never been 

happier in my life! I am enjoying and 
relishing every second I've spent with 
n ~ y  son s ince he found m e  las t  
January. 

My family is joyous. This event has 
changed my entire life for the better. 
Garland is 24, a college graduate and a 
beautiful human being. I was 18 and 
ut~rr~arried in 1960 when I gave birth to 
hirn in the old Gaston County Negro 
Ilospital. The nurse brought him to the 

window and held him up so I could see 
. him. That was the only contact I was 

permitted. I was never allowed to hold 
that child - maybe that's why I can't 
keep my hands off him now! 

MARTHA YOUNGBLOOD 
DEAR ABBY: My husband was 

raised by h is  grandparents .  His 
mother got pregnant at 14, and her 
parents rescued her by adopting her 
son. When he was 18, he was told that 
his "sister" was really his mother. Of 
course, he wanted to know who his 
father was, but they all lied, saying 
they weren't "sure." (Isn't that the 
lowest?) ; 

He was 39 years old when he found 
out from a relative who his father was. 
(He was living only 50 miles away.) I 
believe that children should be pro- 
tected when they're young, but when 
they become adults, it's their right to 
know the truth. 

I encouraged him to communicate 

..I ...---- 0-'  

DEAR ABBY: Last September, I 
opened my door to a total stranger who 
announced that she was my child! She 
was 39 years old, and I had not seen her 
since she was 1 week old. It's a good 
thing I had a strong heart or I might 
have had a heart attack. 

with his father. A t  first, he was reluc- 
tant, fearing he might be rejected. As 
it turned out, he was warmly received 
and they developed a beautiful father- 
son relationship. Unfortunately, his 
father died a few years later, but a t  
least they got to know each other. 

The hardest part of the ordeal was 
after his father died, knowing how 
many people had known who his dad 
was, while he did not. 

What foolish secrets people keep. 
NEW JERSEY STORY 

DEAR ABBY: I gave up a beautiful 
boy 22 years ago because I was 16, un- 
married and my parents forced me to. 

1 was contacted six months ago by 
an attorney who asked m e  if I wanted 
to meet the child I had given away in 
1962. I was thrilled out of my mind! I'm 
married now and have four children 
and a wonderful husband. He knew 
about my first-born; my children did 
not. 

My husband and I flew immediately 
to meet my son. It was an emotionally 
charged experience for all of us. His 
adoptive parents had told him on his 
21st birthday that if he wanted to meet 
me, they would make' the search and 
they did. Imagine that! They had a fine 
dinner and spent the night showing us 
home movies of their son from the day 

My daughter looked just like her 
father, whose face I had been trying to 
forget since he left me when I told him 
I was pregnant. He said the baby 
couldn't be his. (I t  couldn't have been 
anyone else's! ) 

My daughter was interested in the 
possibility that she might come into 
some kind of inheritance. I gave her all 
the information I had on her blood 
relatives. I even told her the truth 
about her father but suggested she 
give him some advance warning if she 
intended to look him up. 

She told me her adoptive parents 
were both dead, but for some reason I 
didn't believe her. 

The whole ordeal was a nightmare. 
BAD SCENE 

they got him until he graduated from 
college last May. I t  was almost like 
watching him grow up. And we were 
treated like "family." 

We gained a son, and our lives have 
been enriched. Our hearts a re  filled 
with love and gratitude for these 
generous people, and "our son" (as 
they call him) could not be a finer 
gentleman. 

OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER 
DEAR ABBY: I located my birth 

mother. This was her message to me: 
"Thank you for affirming that I did the 
right thing in giving you up. I wish to 
God I had had the courage to do the 
same thing for your younger brother 
and sister, but society lays such a guilt 
trip on us if we don't raise our own 
children. 

"Please go home and tell your 
parents 'thanks' from both of us. Good- 
bye." 

I won't tell you what my life would 
have been like if I had been raised by 
this bitter, unhappy woman. 

I was happy to have seen the con- 
trast and grateful to her for having 
given me away - and even more 
grateful to the mother who raised me. 

SAN DIEGO 
Tomorrow: Letters with less than 

happy endings. Stay tuned. 

D E A R  ABBY:  O u r  a d o p t e d  
daughter searched and found her birth 
mother five years ago. After they had 
been reunited, we felt unloved, unneed- 
ed, unwanted and unappreciated. She 
made the search when she was 25 
years old. She is now 30, and we've 
never met her birth mother, have 
never had any desire to meet her and 
would like to forget that she even lived. 

Since the daughter we raised found 
her "real" mother, the relationship 
between us has never been the same. 

We will remember "Curious in' 
Florida'' in our prayers, and hope they 
never have to walk the path we have 
walked. 

ADOPTIVE PARENTS 
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ARENTS & DOPTEE ' S IBERTY - - 
r - .- . . 7 , . 

W,MENT 
. * .  . . . 

WHY G O T 0  A CONFERENCE? Yea, - i t  c o s t s  

- 

The moat .unusua l  .combination was one & :  -. , , 

money a r ~ d  time b u t  ao many b e n e f i t 8  
. . - - :.  .- . . . birthmo ther- ,  .an adop t ive  mother and 

can be gained. F i r s t ,  i f  you a r e  aear -  
- . . . .  . . . . f a t h e r  , .. .. + , - -the adoptee  , and the  aearch  

ch ing  , t h e r e  are CONTACTS a l l  o v e r  - - - ". . . .. . -. - , . : f a c i l i t a t o r .  The workahop where they  
t h e  place1I. Mina g o t  two new lead8 - . . -  - . . 

f r o m  c o n t a c t s  ahe had made before a t  

o t h e r  p lacee .  ~ e c o i d ,  
.-. - . . * - ,  . 

i f  you want a 
, . 

. . to ld  t h e i r  s t o r y  was a m a ~ i n g  and ve ry  * 

g r a t i f y i n g .  A good reunion  -al l  around 

_. I The winner .of -the $200 g rocery  r a f f l e  
senae  of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  

. - .  - .  - .  . - - . . I- - wae E l a i n e  Kohn of Belmont, Ma. She 
-. 

many people  i n  your  ca tegory  who w i l l  - 
.. . - , .  . was a ve ry  happy person. No.w t h e  

t a l k  wi th  you and make you f e e i  good 
., t r e s u r e r 9  B r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  New England 

about  y o u r s e l f .  They9 ve  been t h e r e ,  too  
. _ - . .+ _ ... -.. - ". -.. -- -.. . . - -. -. { Region r e a d s  ; i n  t h e  b l a c k  : $865 . l 3 .  

. . ..%-.--. -.- - . -  - - .  . 
Third ,  you g e t  i d e a s  f o r  whatever . - pro- 2 h i s  i e  a good start f o r  the  new - 

j e c t  you a r e  working on i n  t h i s  f i e l d  
.- . .. . . a l a t e  of o f f i c e r s  : Fran Harriman o f  

o f  adopt ion.  See f u r t h e r  o n ' i n  news- - , 
^ r .  

, Maine . i s  t h e  new r e g i o n a l  d i r cec to r .  
l e t t e r  f o r  what I g o t  from t h e  l e g i s l a  1 Jo and P e t e r  Devlin have done an ou t -  . .- 

t i v e  workahop. Four th ,  you can j u s t  s t a n d i n g  job o f  e r ta r t ing  t h i s  organ- 
have fun and meet people  t h a t  under- i z a t i o n  ! ! ! ... 

s t a n d  where you a r e  coming from. Usual  LEGISLATIVE HINTS: T h i s  workshop in- 
l y  t h e  conferences  a r e  h e l d  i n  an a r e a  t e r e s t e d  me t h e  moat because we a r e  
t h a t  i s  i n t e r e a t i n g  by i t s  a e l f .  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  I t 9  s 

A FEW DETAILS FOR ALL: t h e  New Englan tough, u p - h i l l  f i g h t i n g .  Marion Don- 

con. was h e l d  i n  Newport i n  May. One 
- .  n e l l y  who he lped  ua ge t  a s t a r t  t h i e  

hundred f o r t y  -two a t t e n d e d  p l u e  p a s t  s e s a i o n  was t h e r e  w i t h  conc re t e  
~ p e a k e r s  and aids. The f a r t h e s t  away 

wag from Hawaii and I guess  a Laure 
suggest ions ;  t r y  t o  f i n d  a l o b b y c ~ r  

who may be known t o  many o f  t h e  llw~gi~ 

Walter5 frorn Newport was t h e  n e a r e a t .  I l a t o r a ,  send as many menbera o f  ou r  



group as o f t e n  as p o s s i b l e  when the GmERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST: The meet- 

b i l l  i a  o u t  of  committee, g e t  a a  man p lace  I t h e  aame: Smith H i l l  Branch 

f r i e n d s  as posa ib l e  on the ~ t u d i  c o a t  

miasion t ha t  conalders  the b i l l  firl(t,. 

and f i n a l l y  g e t  as many l e t t e r 8  of I 
supporCLas s o o n a s '  t h e  b i l l  i s  I '  . . 
w r i t t e n  t o  ou r  'approval". The one ias  

- year r a a  t h e  New- ~ o r k  b l l l  that deedi/ - '  

, ,  - 
. '  . b l e .  It' 'take8 a 'great  dea l  o f  work, I 

..- C 

%im& and ' ioney . . I 
' REG1 STRY: The a r t i& ili ' the  ~ a w t u c  .. 'I . . 
, . keD Times l&t  s p r i n g  was v e r n  we1 

- .  

wri ' t ten  (about o n e  o f  ou r  aearche8 I 
. . 

' - a d  t h e  happy 'conclusion)'  . 1 
I ,. , , 

a W'i-sh t h e  ~ r o k i d e n c e  &&a1 h wo61d do 
" 

the same 6y u s  b u t  t h e i r  e d i t o r i a l  I 
p o l i c y  i s  very  r e a t r i ' c t i v e  i n  this I 
area. g o t - i n  ' p o l i t i c s  , 

7 . .  - 
,nge, i ~ n '  t it. Well, on 

- Now w< w i l l  have ' t o  charge $10 f o r  I 
t h e  r e g i s t r y  a8 it  has n o t  been pay- 

' ing i t s  way. Those who r eg ie t e r  and 
., 

have pa id  only  $5 may g e t  sea rch  

help  ,*ii- they  $ish i t ,  by becoming 1 
a r e g u l a r  menber which i s  $10 a year. I 

- r 
'- A regular rnenber i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  at- I 

o f  t h e  Providence Pub l i c  L ibra ry  on 

a Saturday I n e a r  t h e  end of t h e  

month .September meeting w i l l  be a e t  
. . 

' . ,, . .- - 

as . . eoon a e  the l i b r a r y  8 e t s  ' I ts f a l l  
p-\ - = - .  . , r -  P ,, . 

: 1 

schedule-in & ~ ~ u s t ,  u sua l ly .  - They 
. . , *. ,. i - - 

I ' 
. . 

are moat - - kind  t o  ua and 1.4'0 free.  
. . ,.. ... 2 9 

f 

Another - n e w s l e t t e r  w i l l  r each  yov 
.. 7 . .  (' *, . Y:. -. . . . 

i n  September i n  t ime . . t o  p l an  + .  your . . ,  
. . 8 

Saturday w i t h  ua.  - 
. .  . .. . . , 

' :\ - :.. . 
Right  now we are working on a u l a t e  

- . : .. . ,. .. - . . .- ' ; ., .. . 

of  o f f i c e r s  and some r ev i s ed  by- .- . ,. . r .. r r\ 

laws. - The l a t t e r  a r e  way o u t .  -of .,- 
, . 

date .  . .  . , . . I , . . - . . .. . . <., 

I -  

t a .  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ o 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ o I ~ o ~ m a ~ o - I - - ~ a -  
. . . . .. .. . - , . - .. .- , C 

i 

- Wel l , , en joy  v . - . .  . t h e  lazy  ,n haey . , .  days .. of . . 

8ummer We are look ing  . . forward t o  
. . , . .. . , . r .* - - 9 :. . 
see ing  o l d  f r i e n d 8  and making new - - .. -. .. .. 4-r r -. r\ I 

onee. Keep cool  and good-bye f o r  . . - . .  . .  . , . -. , ... , . . .  , . 
now. . 

tend a11 bur  meetings and rece'ive t h e  . . . . ,. . . 

. . . ,  / 

n e w s l e t t e r  which' t r y s  t o  keep you up 
. 

. . , . 9 .  I -  ' 

. . 
. . t o  d a t e  on a l l  k ' i n d ~ "  'of adopt ion 

. . - ... , . .  . - ,  , c , . . .. . .. " .  
m a t t e r a ,  . .. - 3  , *. . - .  - * 
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WELCOME 

Peace o f  Mhd-Search and Support, was founded i n  December of 1983, by Mona P h i l l i p s ,  

a  bir thmother ,  and h e r  husband J i m ,  an adoptee. S ince  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  organiza t ion  

already six sea rch ing  members have found t h e i r  b i o l o g i c a l  fami l ies .  Peace of Mind 

welcomes a l l  members of t h e  adoption t r i a n g l e ,  inc luding minors wi th  t h e i r  adopt ive 

parents '  consent.  

Working c l o s e l y  w i th  one another,  we con t inua l ly  s t r i v e  f o r  more reunions,  : t o  make . 
{*he-public aware of t h e  evident 'need' of those  a f f ec t ed  by adoption t o  search  and to 

f ind  t h e  answers from our  pas t  which have been erased.  

MESSAGES FROM MONA 

I wish t o  thank t h e  people of Tucson f o r  t h e i r  support  i n  founding t h e  organiza t ion  

I extend s p e c i a l  apprec ia t ion  t o  Niki  French and Linda Morris f o r  t h e i r  continuos 

encouragement and advice.  Thank you Karen Tinkham, of Search, and S a l l y  F i l e ,  our 

Regional Di rec to r  f o r  t h e i r  suggest ions and answers t o  my many quest ions.  

The Regional Conference of t h e  Nat ional  Adoption Congress was he ld  t h i s  pa s t  Septem- 

be r  i n  New Mexico. Though I was unable t o  a t t end ,  two o t h e r  members went and w i l l  

r epor t  t h e  event i n  our  next  i ssue .  I plan t o  a t t end  f u t u r e  conferences and I w i l l  

be v i s i t i n g  S a l l y  F i l e  t h i s  month t o  gain more knowledge of t h e  adoptiqn movement. 

Irr c los ing ,  I would l i k e  t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e r e  is a ' r e a l  need' f o r  adoptees and 
S 

b i r t h p a r e n t s  t o  come toge the r  a t  some point  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  It honors me t o  be a  pai t  

of  t h e i r  sea rch  and this s p e c i a l  t i m e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

Mona P h i l l i p s ,  P res iden t  and Founder 

WE SOLD I T  

Our August yard s a l e  was a huge success! Thanks t o  t h e  many donated items, w e  r a i s d  

$106.00. The funds w i l l  be put  towards opera t ing  expenses, p u b l i c i t y  i'land ' w i l l  be  

h e l p f u l  as w e  prepare  f o r  Nat ional  Adoption Week. 

NATIONAL ADOPTION WEEK 

November 19th-24th, Nat ional  Adoption Week w i l l  be ,~ce lebrabed #:across t h e  country.  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h i s  has  been a  time t o  hieghten awareness of t h e  many ch i ld ren  ava i l -  

a b l e  f o r  adoption and t h e  s e rv i ce s  o f fe red  by adoption agencies.  This  year  our  goa l  

w i l l  be t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  o the r  s i d e  of adoption - - - t h e  a f f e c t s  on f ami l i e s  separ-  

a ted  by adoption,  t h e  search  process,  and t h e  he lp  ava i l ab l e  through search and 

support  groups such a s  ours .  We f e e l  i f  a  family is w i l l i n g  t o  accept t h e  responsi-  

b i l i t y  t o  adopt n c h i l d ,  they should be w i l l i n g  t o  accept t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  he lp  

t h a t  c h i l d  f i n d  t h e  answers of h i s  h e r i t a g e  - t o  g ive  him peace of mind. 
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