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TAKE NOTICE!  1 

53 Sheppard Avenue W . ,  Toron to ,  
O n t a r i o ,  Canada M2N 1M4 (416.) 226- 1990 

That the 6 th .  Annual Meeting of P a r e n t  F inde r s  I n c o r p o r a t e d ,  w i l l  b e  
h e l d  on Tueday the 5 t h .  of June 1984 a t  7 :45  p.m. a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  Angl ican 
church ,  227 Bloor S t r e e t  E . ,  Toronto f o r  the fo l l owing  purposes :  

1 )  To e lec t  (4) f o u r  D i r e c t o r s  

2) To approve the  f i n a n c i a l  Statement of  the Corpora t ion  

3 )  T o t r a n s a c t  such  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  as may p r o p e r l y  .. come b e f o r e  the meet ing.  

B y - O r d e r ' o f  the Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  

Dated a t  Toronto t h i s  1 5 t h .  Day of  A p r i l ,  1984 

Joy Frank - S e c r e t a r y  

A t  the  Annual General Meeting i n  June the Nominating Committee i s  
propos ing  the fo l l owing :  

For Re-Elec t ion  : W i l l i a m  Mercer 
Stephen Ray f i e ld  

For E l e c t i o n  : Iris Fu rg iue l e  

I f  you know of  any person  who you f ee l  would be  a worthwhi le  and active 
p a r t i c i p a n t  o f  the Board o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  p l e a s e  submit  t h e i r  name, a long  
w i t h  approva l  by them, as w e l l  as approva l  from two ( 2 )  o t h e r  members of 
Parent F inde r s  I n c . ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  an o u t l i n e  of  t h e i r  background andhow 
you f ee l  t h a t  Derson w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  no l a t e r  
than May 28 th . -1984 .  

Nominating C o r n i t t e e  

NOTE ! ! 

D e f i n i t i o n  of  a member - Person who has  p a i d  the Annual Membership fee  
a s  of  June 5 t h .  1983. ($10.00 f e e  n o t  the  $25.00 R e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e . )  



NOTES OF IMPORTANCE - Barry Kennedy 
Many changes have taken place since our last issure of the Communique. 

I will list them not in order of importance but simply as they happened. 

1) Move to 53 Sheppard Ave. W., Toronto (2 blocks west of Yonge St.) 
our new phone number is 226-1990. Our new office located in an 
old house which is used primarily as a Real Estate office (B. Hogger 
Real Estate) during the day and P.F.,takes over in the evening hours. 

2)  Mary Jane Brinkos has resigned the Presidency as of March 15/84 and 
resigned as Director effective June 5, 1984. Mary Jane has served 
P.F. we11 over her many years of association with our group. In 
her own choice of words she is "Burned Out" but will still take an 
active part in P.F. as a member at large. On behalf of the Board 

I l l  of Directrs and membership THANKS MARY JANE . . .  

3) New appointments and duties: Barry Kennedy - President 
Joy Frank - Secretary 
Paula Breda - Treasurer & New Director 
Stephen Rayfield - Editor of P.F. Communique 

4) Office will be open every Tuesday night (except meeting nights) from 
7:3O n.m. ti11 10:30 r n .  and at least one member of the Board will 
be in' attendance as o'f April .. 1984. 

May 1/84 - Meeting - Liz Ferguson - Chairperson 
May 8/84 - Office - Wm. Ferguson 
May 15/84 - 1 1  - Wm. Mercer 
May 22/84 - I t  - Rob Sutherland 

June 5/84 - Meeting - Mary Jane Brinkos - Chairperson 
June 12/84 - Office - Stephen Rayfield 
June 19/84 - I I - Paula Breda 
June 26/84 - I I - Barry Kennedy 

July 2/84 - Meeting 
The office will be open for additional search help and we also could 
use more volunteer help to answer phone calls, type letters (or write), 
filing information, address envelopes etc, etc., If you can help - 
please come out - no appointment or invitation is necessary. 

5) Registration cards will be issued as new applications are received. 
Old applicants who would like to receive a card, please contact the 
office and one will be issued. These cards will be required to 
receive assistance in Search Groups at the meetins. Please carry it 
with you. 

6) Registration fee is increased to $30.00 effective April184 (NOTE: this 
is a one time charge) membership - fee will remain at $10.00 yearly. 
Yearly membership also includes Communique 5 times annually. Please 
advise the office of any address changes. 

7) New Feature" for P.F. Communique "Classified Section" - If you would 
like to insert a personal message in this section, please submit to 
P.F. office. We reserve the right to edit (open to members only- 
no chargq). For other classified ads or display ads, please contact 
the office for information & rates. 



We are considering including a "Dear Parent Finders" column in our newsletter. 
I f  you have any questions. concerning Adoption, Search, Reunion etc., and 
would like to have your questions published in the Newsletter, along with 
the answers, please send them to - 5.3 Sheppard Ave., w. , Willowdale, Ont. 
M2N 1M4, and we will include some in our future printings. 

1 1 1 1 1 1  SEARCH IDEAS . . . . . .  

1. If you have a home-town of your birth mother/father, try writing the 
local Board of Education, to obtain names of parents or siblings, 
birth dates, year book pictures etc... 

2 .  Try the Central Records Department (not Archives) of the Toronto 
City Hall. They have a listingof school support taxes filed by 
year, name and address 'and cross referenced to the Assessment Roles. 

3. The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints has one of the 
best geneological references available in North America. The Ontario 
branch is located in Etobicoke. 

1' . When involved in search it is a terrific idea to work with a "buddy , 
someone who j.s also involved in search. 'We suggest exchanging telephone 
numbers with people you meet at the meetings (people you feel you could 
get along with). It can be of invaluable assistance just to know that 
a person who really understands is just a phone-call-away. 

THOUGHTS TO THINK ON 

THE fledgling in the nest at the edge of the cliff were receiving their 
first lesson in flight, when the sharp claw of a butcher bird pierced the 
Mother's breast. The male skylark, returning to share in the teaching of 
the young, found only an empty nest. A lone survivor lay wounded and 
unnoticed in the thick grasses. Crossing over the area, a robin caught 
sight of it. Her own fledglings were safely launched, she swooped down 
with maternal concern for one indistress. Until dusk she tended it with 
food and drink, then with a skillful turn of her wings, she gently eased 
the wounded baby onto her back and carried it to safety. 

A graft taken from a parent tree and attached to another, constitutes two 
scars. A child carried in the womb by one may be nurtured by another, but, 
the physical mark of severance never disappears. 

: : : : : :  written by Jessie L. Beattie - from "A SKYLARK'S EMPTY NEST" 

We are including in this newsletter a survey presently being done by 
Irwin Silverman, Ph.D. a professor at York university in the Department 
of Psychology. It would be greatly appreciated if you would take the 
time to fill out and return the form to the address on the front page. 

Thank you, . ,  . 



I have asked 
back to the 
before 1 app 
information. 
phone books 

. myself many times whether I would do it again. I keep coming 
same answer; YES. My search for my birth mother began long: 
roached the Children's Aid Society for some non-identifying 
It began long before the endless hours I spent looking through 

- and libraries. I was just never aware of it. Not until I was 
35 years old did I begin to understand the dreams which have haunted my 
life; dreams spent searching for a door without knowing where it led. Dreams 
in which people would leave me, or pretend they didn't know me, or avoid 
me, or die. One thing is the same about all my dreams - I end up alone. 
Abandoned. Empty. Unbearably sad. 

Did I really understand when I began my search for my birth family that 
every emotion would be magnified? The fear, anger, lonliness and depression 
on the one hand, and the terrific emotional "highs" on the other, combined 
with the excitement of the detective work needed for the search, do tend 
to distract one from the normal work-a-day world. There were times when 
my family would have happily escorted me to the door. To say I was diffi- 
cult to live with would be an understatement; even I didn't like living 
with me. I still find it hard to comprehend my husband's never-ending 
understanding, patience and love which always managed to break through my 
walls of silence. 

People who feel that adoptees search only to satisfy a superficial curiosity 
cannot possibly understand the emotional investment necessary to pursue 
that missing first chapter of one's life. Adoptees have no biological 
connections or continuity in life. Not having any knowledge of a biological 
family can create a geneological bewilderment which can lead to a negative 
self image and can prevent the adoptee from forming any meaningful relation- 
ships. Psychiatrist Robert Jay Lifton said 11  . . .  this gap in identity 
contributes to a sense of distance from other people, a sense of unreality, 
that adopted people constantly feel. (Adoptees) have no organic link 
that they know of, and the psychological relationship to that link is very 
important. If the adoptee never finds his or her parents, he or she goes 
through life with a gap in identity, a sense of distance or lack of 
intimacy in most relationships. " Trying to fill this gap cannot be called 
curiosity; it is for many people a necessity to enable them to be set free 
from the past. 

Joy Frank 



A constant reminder 
Plagues my existence. 
A l l  I see and a l l  I think 
Remind me always 
I can' t run away; I car;' t even withdraw 
To f ind i f  not happiness a t  l eas t  peace. 
Scar le t ,  i t s  symbol i s  the color I wear 
Almost as i f  t o  punish me for  the s i n  I d i d  no t  commit 
S t i l l ,  I perseveke, wearing sca r le t  
I t ' s  par t  of me as no other color ever was 
It  was "my" color a t  s i x  months, f ive  years, ten years 
And now, almost eighteen. 
That 's a special  day; i t ' s  a special  burden 
That I needlessly but  dut i fu l ly  carry,  
After a l l ,  I owe. 
I owe what I cannot give 
Not only t o  one but t o  both. ' , 

Obligations t i e  me, and imprisoned by knots, 
My l i f e  painfully continues. . . %  

Are you out there somewhere? 

Paola Breda 

EXCERPT ! .I 

The following i s  an excerpt form "Living, Loving and Learning" by 
Leo Buscaglia, PhD.: 

"To laugh i s  t o  r i s k  appearing - the fool". Well, so what? Foo l s  have 
a l o t  of fun. "To Weep i s  t o  r i s k  being called sentimental". O f  course 
I ' m  sentimental. I love i t!  Tears can help. "To reach out t o  another 
i s  t o  r i s k  involvement". Who's r isking involvement? I want t o  be 
invo lve d . "To expose feelings i s  to  r i s k  showing your t rue  se l f " .  
What e l s e  do I have t o  show? "To place your ideas and your dreams before 
the crowd i s  t o  r i s k  b.eing called naive". Oh, I ' m  cal led worse things 
than t h a t .  "To love i s  t o  r i sk  not being loved i n  return" I don't  
love t o  be loved i n  return.  "To l i v e  i s  t o  r i sk  dying". i'rn ready for  i t .  
Don't you dare shed a t ea r  i f  you hear tha t  Buscaglia blew up i n  the a i r  
o r  dropped dead. He d i d  i t  with enthusiasm. "To hope i s  t o  r i s k  despair,  
and t o  t r y  i s  t o  r i s k  fa i lure" .  But r i sks  must be taken, because the 
the greates t  r i s k  i n  l i f e  i s  t o  r i s k  nothing. The person who r i sks  nothing, 
does nothing, has nothing, i s  nothing, and becomes nothing. He may avoid 
suffering and sorrow, but he simply cannot learn and f e e l  and change and 
grow and love and l i ve .  Chained by h i s  cer t i tudes ,  he ' s  a slave.  He's 
for fe i ted  h i s  freedom. Only the person who r i sks  i s  t ru ly  f r ee .  Try i t  
and see what happens. 

RULE N O .  1 i s  don't sweat the small s t u f f .  RULE N O .  2 i s ,  i t ' s  a l l  small 
s t u f f .  And i f  you can ' t  f igh t  and you can ' t  f l e e ,  FLOW! ! I  

"On how t o  cope 
with s t r e s s .  I I Robert E l i o t ,  " 

University of Nebraska, Cardiologist 
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UP-TO-DATE: 

Our Annual Meeting was he ld  on Tuesday June 5 th ,  1984 a t  our r egu l a r  meeting 
p lace  (st. P a u l t  s Anglican Church, 227 Bloor S t r e e t  East, Toronto, ~ n t a r i o )  . 
The r e s u l t  of t h e  e l e c t i o n s  fo l lows ,  bu t  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  change came 
with t h e  r e t i r emen t  of our P res iden t .  Mary Jane  Brinkos has  stepped down, 
af ter  e i g h t  yea r s  of f a i t h f u l ,  t i re less  dedica t ion .  She has  decided t o  be- 
come l e s s  a c t i v e  with t h e  group, while s t i l l  being a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h e l p  and 
knowledge i n  a r e a s  t h a t  only  she can r e l a t e  t o .  

We were a l s o  saddened t o  l o s e  another  long time Board Member,William Mercer, 
who along wi th  h i s  support ing wife June,  have helped P.F.I. on coun t l e s s  oc- 
cas ions  i n  a wide v a r i e t y  of ways, e s p e c i a l l y  with Leg i s l a t ion .  

We would l i k e  t o  t ake  t h i s  oppor tun i ty  t o  thank both Mary Jane and W i l l  f o r  
t h e i r  ded i ca t i on ,  t h e  t i r e l e s s  , e f f o r t  and t h e  years  of s e r v i c e  t h a t  they  
have cont r ibu ted  t o  Paren t  Finders ,  

A s  a r e s u l t  of t he se  r e t i r emen t s ,  we had two p laces  on t h e  Board t o  f i l l  as 
we l l  as two p o s i t i o n s  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n s ,  The Board O f  D i rec to r s  f o r  Paren t  
Finders  Incorpora ted  from June 1984 t o  June 1985 is:  

Mr. J. Barry Kennedy ---- Pre s iden t  
Mr. R. Stephen Rayfield-- Vice-president  & Edi tor  P.F.I. Communique 

Mrs. Joy Frank --------- Secre ta ry  & Media Co-Ordinator 

Mrs. Joan Al lard  ------- Treasurer  

Miss Paola  Breda ------- Search Co-Ordinator 

Mrs. E l i zabe th  Ferguson 

Rev. W i l l i a m  Ferguson 

Mrs. Iris Furgiuele  

Mr. Robert Sutherlarid 

To a l l  members - Have a  good year!  To t he  new members - Welcome aboard! 



' , . , . , .  

. . 

. .  . 

members, t o  be a p e r s o n . t o  t a l k  wi th  about t he  k inds  of t h i n g  only  
members know how t o  r e l a t e  t o . '  :If you c a n  spare  a few hours  a month 
f o r  any of t h e s e  type  of a c t i v i t i e s ,  p l ease  c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e  and l eave  
a phone number and name. We w i l l  con tac t  you. And thanks!! 

.............................. + ............................. 

6YES ANP A SIZflBlt: 5HNoZ. 
5OWP HMIUAR ? 

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 9 3 3 3 9 ? 3 3 9 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 9 3 7 ? 9 9 7 9 9 9 7 9 9 ? 9 9 9 7 9 9 7 7 ? ? 9 9 9 ? ? 9 9 ? ? ? 9 ? ? 9 7 9  ................................................................................. 
MEDIA : Two P,F.I .  members w i l l  be on t h e  Elwy Yost show "MAGIC SHADOWS1I 

t h e  week of Nov. 5 th  through 9 th ,  Carolyn E a r l  & Stephen Rayfield 
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:BOUQUET : A very s p e c i a l  thank .you , i s c ' e x t e n d e d  : to  Mrs p a t  ~ ~ l e k  f o r  % . .  ' .agreeing.,  . . ; : . . .". ; :  

. .  

. . . . t o  assist our  g r o u p  by t ak ing '  on t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of heading t h e  
. . . . . .  , . . . . , 

t ~ e f r e s h m e n t "  Committee1. If anyone i s  w i l l i n g  t o  a s s i s t  her  p lease .  . ,  . 
. . 

. . ,  . . .  con tac t  P a t  a t  our monthly meet ings  o r  c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e  a t  226-1 990. , . ' . . . .  . . . . . .  . . , . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . ., . . . . . ' . . .  
. . . . . . . . 

. . 

. . . .  
. . . . . . , : 

. . . . 
, . .  

. . . . A s  most: of our r e g u l a r  Toronto. . , members a r e .  aware ,; .we o f f e r  coffee & :. ::. . . . ,  . . ,  . ' ,  ' .  

. . .  
. . . , . . .  

. . 
. . . .  

t e a  a t  t h e  monthly 'meetings t o  t r y  a n d  o f f  s e t :  t h e  r e n t a l  charge fo r . :  :. 
. . . . .  

. ,  . . . t h e  Church Hall,. as w e l l a s  t o ,  g ive  .peop le ,  something i n  t h e  way., o f . .  . . . . . . . .  : . . :  . . .  . . . . . . 

. a I1breaktl . dur ing a u sua l l y  s t r e s s f u l  evening.  , This :  s e r v i c e '  has  run '  . ' . . ' 
. . 

. . 
. . 

. . ,. , . . . . ... . . at  a l o s s  f o r  many years  and. can only  hope t o .  break even. with y o u r .  .. '. . .  , . . . . .  : 
. , . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . .  . . 

support.  W e .  welcome your comments' ( p0s i t iv .e  o r  n e g a t i v e )  regarding. ' :  ,,: ' ' ' .  . , ' . .  , .  . ,: . . .  
. . . . :  , .  . . . 

. ' refreshments ,  o r  o n  any o t h e r  mat ter  of concern to '  you. . . . . . . .  
. . . . 

TORONTO SUN : J u l y  I g t h ,  1984 
. . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . .  , . . . ' ,  . . . , . . .  . . .  . . .  . . 

. . . .  
. . , , : Adoptive. pa ren t s  shou ld  l o s e  t h e .  r ight  t o  ' v e t o  r e u n i o n s  between t h e i r  ' c h i l d '  , . ' 

, .. 

. . . . . . 
and' h i s  b i r t h '  p a r en t s  o n c e  t h e  c h i l d  -txrns 1 8 ,  t h e  Metro c h i l d r e n i  s Aid : .  

, . . . . .  . . 

. S o c i e t y  , s a i d  yesterday.  . Doug Barr, t h e  s o c i e t y t  s execut ive d i r e c t o r ,  a l s o  ' '. . . 

" ,  . . . .  : .  s a i d  t h e .  law should. be changed.. t o  pe rmi t .  s o c i e t i e s  t o  : conduct s e a r c h e s  on . '  . . 
. . 

. . , : ' b e h a l f  of . . . .  any adopted .... ' c h i l d .  o r  n a t u r a l  pa ren t  who hB5. a s k e d ' t o  be ' included . , . : ' .  . ' . "  . . 
. . . . . . . . . . 

. . . .  , . . . . : . o n t h e  province s c e n t r a l .  adop t ion  r e g i s t r y .  ' . ' . . .  ' . . . . . , 

, . ' , . .  ' .  . . . . !  , 
i 

He s a i d  r e sea rch  has  shown t h a t  a reunion with t h e  n a t u r a l  pa ren t s  i s  a 
p o s i t i v e  experience f o r  t h e  adopted c h i l d  and seldom th r ea t ens  h i s  o r  h e r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  adopt ive paren ts .  The C.A.S. has  no ob jec t ion  t o  cont- 
inu ing  t h e  p resen t  p r a c t i c e  of pe rmi t t ing  t h e  adopt ive  pa ren t s  t o  ve to  
reunions  u n t i l  the  c h i l d  reaches  t h e  age of 18, BUT giving them the  same 
power when t h e  c h i l d  l e g a l l y  becomes an  a d u l t  i s  I1 to ta l ly  inappropr ia te f r .  

Barr a l s o  t o l d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  s o c i a l  development committee t h a t  po r t i ons  
of t h e  a c t  prevent ing ch i ld ren  and adopt ive  pa r en t s  from obta in ing  non- 
i d e n t i f y i n g  medical information about  t h e  n a t u r a l  pa ren t s  i s  I1fr ightenly  
r e g r e s s i v e u ,  "It proposes with one s t r oke  of t h e  pen t o  make i l l e g a l  t h e  
c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  major i ty  of t h e  C.A.S.Is which now share  non- 
i den t i f y ing  information wi th  a d u l t  adoptees r eques t ing  it. I T  I S  TIME WE 
BROUGHT ADOPTION INFORMATION-SHARING I N  ONTARIO INTO THE 1980 S" . 
Comment : 

You see ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  hope f o r  u s  with t h e  agencies .  We should d i r e c t  
some comments t o  Mr. Barr thanking him f o r  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n t  outlook a t  a 

. mostly u n i n t e l l i g e n t l y  handled s i t u a t i o n .  

Q U O T E  - - - - - -  
Can t h e  l a s t  p a r t i n g  do much t o  h u r t  such Fr iendships  between good s o u l s ,  - 
Who have s o  l i n g  l e a r n t  t o  say  f a r e w e l l ,  

- 
- 

To l o v e .  i n  absence, To t r u s t  through s i l e n c e ,  
And t o  have fa i th  i n  REUNION ? ? ? ? ?  

( ~ i r t h p a r e n t  & Rela t ive  
Group of Edmonton, Alta. 

August 1984 ) 



Ottawa Citizen: Feb/84 

This a r t i c l e  appeared i n  t h e  C i t i z e n  on February 14 th .  Valentine's Day,. 
and involves  a member of our Ottawa Parent F inders  c h a p t e r .  

- Finding a Valentine's Day card  f o r  today w a s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  b u t  
p l e a s a n t  job f o r  JOAN MARSHALL of Holborn Ave., Nepean. It w a s  f o r  h e r  mother 
and had t o  be jus t  r i g h t  because she  had never  given t h e  woman a card  b e f o r e .  

For  seven y e a r s ,  Joan ,  50 and mother of f o u r ,  searched f o r  h e r  " b i r t h  mother" 
and only r e c e n t l y  found h e r  i n  Montreal.  The ca rd  she s e l e c t e d  r e a d s :  
"To a ve ry  s p e c i a l  mother. " This ve ry  s p e c i a l  mother i s  now 7 9 ,  h e a l t h y  
and act ive,  and has spent  much'of h e r  l i f e  and money t r y i n g  t o  t r a c k  down t h e  
baby she  gave b i r t h  t o  Dec. 13 ,  1934. She never marr ied .  She j u s t  wanted 
t o  see h e r  c h i l d  and swears she  would have s t ayed  i n  t h e  background. 

She w a s  t h e  e l d e s t  i n  a family of 11 i n  Montreal.  When she  became pregnant  
her fami ly  went i n t o  shock. They came up w i t h  a scheme t o  h i d e  t h e  b i r t h .  
The 30 year  o l d  pregnant woman cont iued h e r  job a t  a drug company f o r  6% 
months and then  went home. She went t o  h e r  room and s t ayed  t h e r e  u n t i l  i t  
w a s  a l l  over .  

~ 
I The p l a n  w a s  so  succes s fu l  t h a t  one of h e r  s i s t e r ,  10 yea r s  younger, d idn" t  

know about t h e  b i r t h  u n t i l  Joan showed up i n  December, and she  had been 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  same house i n  1934. The baby g i r l  w a s  adopted by a couple 
l i v i n g  i n  Quebec Ci ty  and began a l i f e  which Joan d e s c r i b e s :  "'The sun r o s e  
and set  around m e .  I w a s  t h e  f i r s t  baby and had aunts and unc les  who s p o i l e d  
m e  r o t t e n .  I always knew I w a s  adopted and i t  d i d n ' t  bo the r  m e .  My p a r e n t s  
never t r i e d  t o  h i d e  t h e  f a c t .  I had wonderful p a r e n t s .  The f a c t  t h a t  I 
found my b i r t h  mother doesn ' t  change my f e e l i n g  towards my r e a l  mother. 1 1  

She was f i r s t  bothered by h e r  l a c k  of " b i r t h  roo t s"  i n  1958 when she  app l i ed  
f o r  a permit  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and ran i n t o  problems w i t h  h e r  
b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e .  "I discovered I was a no-name baby and my f a t h e r  had 
t o  s t r a i g h t e n  th ings  up by showing my adopt ion papers .  I! 

U n t i l  1 9 7 7 ,  she  wondered about those  r o o t s .  Then she r ead  an a r t i c l e  about 
Parent  F inders ,  wrote  some l e t t e r s ,  became one of t h e  t h r e e  founding members 
of t h e  Ottawa chap te r ,  and i t s  current p r e s i d e n t .  The Ottawa chap te r  now 
has  more than 100 members. Over the fol lowing years  she  watched many searches 
s i m i l a r  t o  h e r s  come t o  succes s fu l  conclus ions ,  bu t  h e r  own sea rch  w a s  long 
and f r u s t r a t i n g .  She r a n  i n t o  endless  dead-ends. 

I n  December, she  made a t r i p  t o  Montreal t o  meet a man she  be l i eved  could 
be  h e r  b i r t h  mother 's  b r o t h e r .  The meeting had been arranged by te lephone.  
With h i s  w i f e ,  he  met Joan a t  h i s  apartment door.  He s t u d i e d  h e r  i n  s i l e n c e  
then s tepped forward and hugged h e r .  H e  s a i d  he had no doubts .  She too  had 
seen something of h e r s e l f  i n  h i s  f a c e  and knew t h e  sea rch  was over .  
"It w a s  one of t h e  happ ies t  days of my l i f e .  I f a i r l y  skipped down t h e  
s t r e e t s  when I l e f t  my u n c l e ' s  home". 

A few days l a t e r  she s a t  i n  h e r  mother ' s  apartment.  Both were armed wi th  
p i l e s  of o l d  photos .  Joan had records  of dead-end sea rches .  So d i d  h e r  
ma t h e r  . 

c o n t ' d . .  . . . .  



* 
Ottawa C i t i z e n :  Feb/84 ( c o n t ' d )  

Mother had made t r i p s  t o  Quebec C i t y  hoping t o  c a t c h  a gl impse of  her 
duagh t e r ,  b u t  knew she never d i d .  She w a s  ce r ta in  she would have known. 
H e r  b a s i c  problem w a s  a  curve thrown her e a r l y  i n  her s e a r c h ,  t h a t  h e r  
c h i l d  had been adopted by a French-Canada f a m i l y .  That was u n t r u e .  

A t  t h a t  mee t ing ,  s ays  t h e  former no-name baby: "Something i n s i d e  m e  j u s t  
seemed t o  f a l l  t o g e t h e r .  " Was anybody h u r t ?  Her adop t i ve  p a r e n t s  f o r  
example? "They encouraged m e .  They knew I needed t o  know. T 
ve ry  t o g e t h e r  peop le .  !I 
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"Good news, Mr. Thomas. You're not dyslexic 
all-you're Welshl" 

FAMILY REUNION (wi th  a t w i s t )  

Toronto Sun: Nov/83 

This  a r t i c l e  appeared under  t h e  h e a d l i n e  Drinking Buddy n o t  a S t r a n g e r '  

A f t e r  a 1 6  y e a r  s e p a r a t i o n ,  Verna Will iamson d i scove red  h e r  l o s t  b r o t h e r  had 
been r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of h e r  nose  f o r  the p a s t  two months. And Tony Hachey 31,  
always knew he  had s i s te rs  and b r o t h e r s  somewhere i n  Canada b u t  had no i d e a  
h e ' d  meet one o f  them i n  a Yonge S t .  b a r .  

A mutual  f r i e n d  i n t roduced  them two months ago and t h i s  weekend they  compared 
fami ly  h i s t o r i e s  a t  a tavern dur ing  ano the r  chance mee t ing .  " I t ' s  t h e  w e i r d e s t  
t h i n g  I can imagine,  " s a i d  Wil l iamson.  " J u s t  s i t t i n g  i n  a b a r  and I ' d  a l r e a d y  
m e t  him two months b e f o r e .  " Another s i s t e r  and b r o t h e r  a l s o  l i v e  i n  Toronto 
and Hachey i s  making p l a n s  t o  meet them. H e  i s  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  a 
meet ing w i t h  a younger s i s t e r ,  Mar ie ,  i n  Newfoundland. 

The fami ly  of f i ve  c h i l d r e n  was broken up e a r l y  i n  l i f e  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  
New Brunswick and Hachey w a s  adopted a t  b i r t h  by h i s  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  H e  ended 
up i n  Toronto a t  age 11 and s a i d  he  had a couple  of  v i s i t s  w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r  
b u t  never  r e a l l y  g o t  a  chance t o  know her .  

"The l a s t  t i m e  I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  my s i s t e r  was about  1 6  y e a r s  ago,  " s a i d  Hachey. 
"And on ly  t hen  from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  s t r e e t .  !I 

Comment : (persona1 on ly)  

so----- be  c a r e f u l  you neve r  know who you may end up d r i n k i n g  w i t h !  ! !  ! ! !  
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