




LACASA's 5 t h  Annual Holiday Get-Together w i l l  be  he ld  on Saturday, December lst,  1984. 
The Los Angeles Branch of Concerned United B i r thpa ren t s  (CUB) w i l l  be  co-host. Our 
Spec i a l  Guest Speaker t h i s  year  w i l l  b e  Selma Hersh, ACSW, LCSW from Vista D e l  Mar 
Child Care Service.  W e  have an informat ive  and fun  evening planned and are looking 

'forward t o  seeing you there. W e  anxious ly  await t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  r ep lace  some of 
t h e  "voices over t h e  phone1' wi th  real l i v e  people! 

We encourage you t o  b r i ng  your spouses,  family members, "found" family  members, f r i e n d s  
and "signff  icant others1'  t o  j o i n  in  the ce l eb ra t i on .  

Date: Saturday, December lst ,  1984 . 
Time: 8:00 t o  10:OO p.m. 

Place: 12229 Ventura Blvd., Studio Ci ty  
(Councilman J o e l  Wachs Community Room) 

*Refreshments* *"Adoption1' Door Pr izes*  *$1 .OO Donation a t  the Door* 

* There w i l l  be  a s p e c i a l  CUB video t a p e  p r e sen t a t i on  from 7:30 t o  8:00 p.m. For t hose  
who wish t o  view it,  p l ea se  arrive e a r l y .  

For more information,  call . .  .Vikki (818) 763-9236. o r  Be t ty  (818) 992-8773. 

SEARCH CLASSES 

LACASA's Search Classes w i l l  be resuming in January. Class i/1 covers  primary 
documentation and Class //2 covers secondary documentation. I n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e s e  
classes were held once a month, in  a two-part series. I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  they w i l l  be 
held p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  as demand indicates. If you are i n t e r e s t e d  in  tak ing  the Search 
Classes, p l ea se  con tac t  LACASA as soon as pos s ib l e .  Please i n d i c a t e  i f  a weekday 
evening o r  Saturday af ternoon class is p re fe rab le .  P r e r e g i s t r a t i o n  is  necessary.  

How can  we bind ouk 
who we me when w e ' m  
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In t h e  pas t  severa l  months LACASA has received many reques ts  f o r  an.Adult Adoptee 
Support Group. In t e re s t ing ly ,  a l a r g e  por t ion of these  requests  have come from % 

- 4  

members of t h e  profess ional  community. This has  prompted us  t o  se r ious ly  consider (,,_, -I 8 
forming such a group. The Support Group meetings w i l l  be held on one weekday ., j3 

evening a month, begining in January. W e  would l i k e  t o  hear from those of you who i 
' 

would be in te res ted  i n  pa r t i c ipa t ing .  Please write o r  ca l l  and l e t  us hear  your 
ideas.  W e  welcome your input and we  need your help. 
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Senate B i l l  1531 has been passed and signed by Governor Deukmejian and w i l l  become 
a 

e f f e c t i v e  January Is t ,  1985. I n  p a r t ,  t h i s  B i l l  reads: 

"The S t a t e  Department of Social  Service o r  any l icensed  adoption agency 
s h a l l  t ransmit  a l l  letters, photograph's, o r  o ther  items of personal 1 

property i n  t h e i r  possession t o  any Adoptee, Bir thparent ,  o r  ~ d o ~ t i v e  
Parent t o  whom t h e  letters, photographs o r  personal property were intended 
t o  be del ivered,  upon t h e  written request  of t h e  Adoptee, Bir thparent ,  o r  
Adoptive Parent t o  t he  Department o r  l icensed agency. A l l  i den t i fy ing  
information s h a l l  be dele ted from t h e  letters, 'photographs, o r  o ther  items 
of personal property before de l iver ing  t o  the  requestor .  The Department 
and Agency may charge a resonable f e e  f o r  t h e  services required by t h i s  
s ec t ion  not t o  exceed t h e  a c t u a l  cos t  of t h e  setvices. I t  

"Adoptee means a person who has a t t a ined  t h e  age of 18 years  old .  11 

G e t  your cards,  letters and photographs i n t o  your agency and a t  t h e  same time re- 
quest  t h a t  aGy of t h e  same , intended f o r  you, be forwarded. B e  aware t h a t  t he  
agency w i l l  not  seek out  any individual .  An indiv idual  must request  i n  wr i t ing  
and - i f  t h e r e  are items intended f o r  them, then--and only then--will the  Agency 
forward t h e  items. 

I f  any of you have not f i l l e d  out and mailed i n  an " In terna t ional  Soundex Reunion 
. 

Resistryt '  form, Please do so! Forms can be  obtained by wri t ing LACASA and includ- 
ing a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

* 

I . . 



For those  of you in need of r e sea rch  from Los Angeles County proper ty  r eco rds ,  
LACASA maintains t h e  "Los Angeles County Property Name Index, 1984". The 
r e sea r ch  f e e  i s  $5.00 f o r  the f i r s t  f u l l  name researched and $2.50 f o r  each 
a d d i t i o n a l  name. Send a SASE wi th  t h e  name(s) t o  be researched and t h e  requi red  
f e e  t o  LACASA. 

For those  of you who need Ca l i f o rn i a  marriages and dea ths  researched,  LACASA 
maintains t h e  "Cali 'fornia Statewide Marriage' Indexes", Br ide  and Groom, f o r  t h e  
yea r s  1960 - 1981, and "Cal i fo rn ia  Statewide Death ~ n d e x e s "  f o r  t h e  years  1940 - 
1981. The resea rch  f e e  is $5.00 per  name f o r  each ten yea r s  researched.  Send a 
SASE wi th  t h e  name(s) t o  b e  researched,  d a t e  of b i r t h  of ind iv idua l  ( o r  approx.) 
and t h e  r equ i red  f ee .  

Note: A s  of November lst, 1984 t h e  state of Ca l i f o rn i a  has increased t h e  cos t  - 
of Marriage and Death C e r t i f i c a t e s  from $4.00 t o  $7.00. B i r t h  C e r t i f i c a t e s  
are s t i l l  $$,00. 

SEARCH BUSTERS 

PATTI B .  found he r  bir thmother  wi th in  t h r e e  days a f t e r ,  con tac t ing  LACASA. 
Because her  search  w a s  completed so r ap id ly ,  P a t t i  was not  q u i t e  prepared. 
Her f i r s t  con tac t  went very  w e l l  and a reunion was i n  t h e  planning. P a t t i  
had t h e  he lp  and support  of her  boyfriend ( a  " s i gn i f i c an t  other")  wi th  her  
search ,  con t ac t ,  and reunion.  ' 

JOY C. - found her  bir thmother ,  b ro ther ,  sister, and uncle--all  in New York. 
Ci ty .  Even though Joy ' s  search  was long d i s t ance ,  it w a s  completed in about 
a month a f t e r  con tac t ing  LACASA. Joy was warmly received by he r  b i r t h f ami ly  
and n o t  much time elapsed be fo re  she  w a s  on a p lane  t o  New York. 

JANIE D. was reun i t ed  wi th  both of her  b i r t h  daughters.  Her younger daughter  
w a s  found by t h e  b i r t h f a t h e r  (who w a s  a LACASA member). Janie was de l igh ted  
t o  have been found by he r  "found" daughter and subsequently went in  search  of 
h e r . o l d e r  daughter.  A l l  were reun i t ed  i n  Los Angeles t h i s  p a s t  summer. 

JOY G.  found her  b i r t h f a t h e r ,  b ro ther  ( l i v i n g  very near  t o  he r )  and two 
sisters. Sadly, Joy ' s  bir thmother  passed away j u s t  t h r e e  months before  she - - - - 
found. Joy is  now p a r t  of a very r ecep t ive  and w a r m  b i r th fami ly .  This pas t  
summer she m e t  wi th  he r  o l d e s t  sister who t rave led  from Flor ida .  

JERRY M. found h i s  bir thmother ,  two brothers ' ,  and an uncle  ...j u s t  a few 
m i l e s  from h i s  home. H i s  f i r s t  con tac t  w a s  made with h i s  paternal uncle  
who w a s  overjoyed t o  hear  from him. Sadly, h i s  b i r t h f a t h e r  is deceased, 
but  he  has learned much about him through h i s  uncle .  J e r r y  completed h i s  
search  wi th in  two weeks a f t e r  con tac t ing  LACASA. 
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JEANINE 0 .  Found her  birthmother--in one day! Jeanine contac ted  LACASA and 
it w a s  quickly determined t h a t  he r  bir thmonter  had been in con tac t  wi th  u s  i n  
t h e  r ecen t  pas t .  She and he r  bir thmother enjoy a warm and very  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ip .  They both  are now i n  t h e  process  of  searching f o r  he r  b i r t h f a t h e r .  

H n E N  P. found one of he r  twin sons. T rag i ca l l y ,  h e r  o the r  son had passed 
away several yea r s  previously--after  t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  h e r  fox v i t a l  medical 
information.  H e r  remaining son was abso lu te ly  overjoyed t o  have been found. 
H e ,  h i s  twin bro ther ,  and an adopted sister spent  most of t h e i r  l i v e s  in 
f o s t e r  care a f t e r  t h e  dea th  of  t h e i r  adopt ive  mother. 

TERRY R . found h e r  bir thmother  l i v i n g  j u s t  a few m i l e s  from h e r .  Terry had 
spent many yea r s  searching f o r  h e r  b i r th fami ly .  After c o n t a c t b g  LACASA, he r  
search  was completed i n  less than a month. A t  t h e  time of t h i s  wr i t i ng ,  Terry  
and he r  bir thmother  are scheduled t o  be  f ea tu r ed  on "KNBC NEWS 4LA" as a 
follow-up t o  last  February 's  series on Adoption Search by T r i c i a  Toyota. 

MR. & MRS. A. were reuni ted  wi th  t h e i r  b i r t h  daughter .  Af te r  an  extremely 
long d i s t a n c e  search  they loca ted  h e r  back E a s t :  however, M r .  & Mrs. A l i v e d  
in Europe. It was a wonderful reunion f o r  a l l .  Thei r  daughter ' s  adopt ive  
pa ren t s  were except ional ly  w a r m  and recep t ive .  

JEFF K. found h i s  bir thmother ,  maternal 'grandmother and aunts .  H e  then went 
on t o  l o c a t e  h i s  b i r t h f a t h e r  and p a t e r n a l  grandmother. H e  has  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  
rewarding r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  h i s  b i r t h f a t h e r .  J e f f  's search  was completed in 
about three months a f t e r  con tac t ing  LACASA. 

JOHN A. found h i s  two f u l l  blooded b ro the r s .  John was one of four  b ro the r s  
who were a11 placed for adoption: however, he  and one of h i s  b ro the r s  were 
placed i n  t h e  same adopt ive home. John contacted LACASA on h i s  o lde r  b r o t h e r ' s  
40th  bir thday.  .... and completed h i s  search  i n  j u s t  under a month. It turned o u t  
t h a t  h i s  o lde r  b r o t h e r s ' s  adopt ive pa ren t s  are related t o  h i s  younger b r o t h e r ' s  
adopt ive parents!  A reunion has  no t  been planned ... since contac t  was made j u s t  
today! 

Vikki Schummer ...... Founder/Director Joy Goldowitz .... N e w s l e t t e r / ~ r a p h i c s  
Be t ty  Hanlon ........ Co-Director/Secretary Sue Brereton ..... Apprentice 
Suzanne Rubin... . . . .Treasurer 
J . G .  Schummer.......Director A t  Large 

LACASA mai l ing  address : 11514 Ventura Boulevard, A-179, Studio City ,  CA 91604 

. 
Phone number : (818) 763-9236 



Membership Application . . 

F i l l  ou t  a s  much of t h i s  a s  m u  a r e  able .  Return w i t h  your one-time membership 

fee: $25.00. 

Name Telephone -- ( p 

Address Present A g e  

C i ty  S t a t e  - Zip 

SEARCH INFORMaTION 

Adoptee 0 Adoptive Parent 0 ther 

If 0 ther, please explain 
t , '  

~ e n g t h  of t i m e  i n  a c t i v e  'search,  u p  to  the present: 

L e s s  than one month 0 L e s s  than 1 y e a r n  Forever (more than .1 year)  
. . 

If you a r e  an adoptee, c i t y  and s t a t e  where born 

Bir thdate  

If you a r e  a b i r thparen t  o r  adoptive parent,  c i t y  and s t a t e  where your chi ld w a s  

born Bi r thda te  

I f  adoption was through a Las Angeles agency, which one? 

Vista  D e l  Mar Ho l y  Family Services  Chi ldren 's  Home Socie ty  ( C H S ) O  

CDA ( Los Angeles County Department of Adoptions ) C] Independent adoption 0 

1 I Adoptees and adoptive parents--do you have your non-identif ying informa t ion? 

. .yes a No 0 Waiting f o r  i t  q 

~ i r t h p a r e n t s - - d o  you have copies of your relinquishment/consent and your non- 

ident i fy ing  information? 

1 FOR OUR INFORMATION 
h 

A r e  you a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h :  

Y e s  0 Waiting fo r  i t  

ALMA 0 CUB 0 0 ther group 

/ How d i d  you hear of LACASA? 
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