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5 &Year separ alioli Over! 

ALMA REGISTRY 
REUNITES 

Mother and Son 
I... .OWL bond W neveh 6 k y  no& bheuk., .a 
w i U  bahetch t o  f i e  ooLLtmobt edge 06  etehm2y 
and back again. .   panning bpUCe and yeahs.. I t  . 

~ u l y ,  1928 "'We a t e  d e d m e , '  said  t h e  young woman t o  t h e  seven-week old i n fan t .  ' I  m't g e t  a job d 
you i n  my m b .  I have no p lace  to L a v e  you, n o t  even doh a 6hact ion 06 an hourr. I am ht rghy .  Bedone Long 
you uliee be t ~ o .  16 I have no nowLishmeni, ne i theh wiee you. We can do one 06 a o  &gb. I m u e  ud 
& g e t h a  uLCth one 06 yowr dew d i a p m  and jump 0u.i t h e  window 06 a ;taee blLieding.. ..that w o d d  end 0 t h  w o h h i ~ .  
Oh, I can Zake you t o  a counthoube and g i v e  you up 60h adopt ion.  Ace @kt, d o n ' t  bcolue. My cho ice  .Lb t h e  
6&t ,  buR I c a n ' t  do dtat to you. I n  t h e  dhont Lime you have b e a ~  hche, I ' v e  t e a m e d  a Love I neve/r knew 
bedohe.. .a Love that LLed ud togetheh 6oheveh. We may new& bee each otheh ag&n, buR ouh bond wiee neveh 
dhay, nOh bhcak. I t  WLU b&etch to t h e  o u X m o b t  edge 06 e tehr t i t y  and back again, b p a n ~ g  Apace and yeMd 

h-g & eudteh.. . W a ,  h a e  we ahel my d m  &ove.. .ai t h e  dooh 06 .the J u v e n i l e  C o u n t .  I n  a 6~ 
mohattb, a 6 t a  my A ~ ~ ~ W L C  on a documact, you uliee be cahhied ouX 06 my 6Lgh.t. Foh t h e  6 h t  h e  .in my 
f i d e ,  I 6aint. You m e  gone. ' 
"I went on l i v i n g ,  although much of t h e  time I did not know why. With those  depression years  came i l l n e s s e s ,  
a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  brought on by my lack of desi re  t o  l i v e .  When I couldn ' t  endure it any more - a phone 
c a l l  t o  t h e  'cour t  &uardiant would br ing  comforting news. She had always ' j u s t  seen him recent ly . '  He was 
'well  and the  most i n t e l l i g e n t  ch i ld  f o r  miles around.' I drank i n  her  worde as from an oasis .  On a few 
occasions she gave me p i c tu re s  of him - one of them, a m e  blond hid i n  a t o y  d o ,  no bmue.  .. 
"The years  passed, four  of them i n  a TB sanitarium...a cure,  and a marriage. Then World War 11, and on 
Ju ly  11, 1943, my husband gave h i s  l i f e .  Once again, I kept  mine...and wondered why. .. 

"More than half-a-century had passed. I had married again. I had never forgot ten my chi ld .  
&Ve? W h a t ?  Many times I had t r i e d  t o  l oca t e  him - always t o  meet with t he  same. rebuff . .  . 

' The  hecohdb m e  b e d e d .  They uliee neveh be opened.. . j u t  dohget a.' Fohget t h e  fee l ing  t h a t  a pa r t  of 
my own body was missing? 

"More than ever I seemed pushed t o  l oca t e  my son. I t o l d  my husband, whose love  and consideration f o r  me 
increased a hundredfold. He has been supportive i n  every way. . I  wrote a l e t t e r  t o  a newspaper asking f o r  
help. They re fe r red  me t o  t h e  Flor ida  Chapter of ALMA, and I regis tered.  

"Early one Sunday morning t h e  telephone rang. The pleasant  male voice informed me t h a t  my bon had been 
heg.Lbte/red with ALMA doh t h e e  y m . .  .&that we wehe a 'MATCH' I BLesbed heg.Lb&y! 

"As we planned the  reunion I learned t h a t  I had four grandchildren and a granddaughter-in-law, tool  We 
exchanged pic tures .  One of t h e  p ic tures  he sent  me was of ' a  beoltd h i d  h a t o y  &a, no bmae.  ' 
"My husband I went t o  meet them a t  t he  a i rpo r t .  We stopped a t  t he  esca la tor ,  looked up, and there  he was 
on t h e  t op  step.  We knew each other immediately. When they reached t h e  bottom, he held me, looked a t  
my husband and said . .  . ' T l d  .Lb i b e  6 h t  &e I e v a  bruu my owi 6ace w d f ~ b t g  towahd me. I 
"For t h e  second time i n  my l i f e ,  I fa in ted .  My son had returned - and t h i s  time, 1 was i n  arms. 11 

Mahy E .  PehemLLttU~, Flor ida  5/15/8b 

"One of my e a r l i e s t  memories i s  of s i t t i n g  on my adoptive f a t h e r ' s  l a p  and wondering a t  h i s  beard. 
My adoptive parents were wonderful people, and t o l d  me a t  a very ear ly  age t h a t  I was adopted. Sometime 

before  I came i n t o  t h e  p ic ture ,  my parents adopted a l i t t l e  g i r l  who had been abused a s  an in fan t .  She 
was a year  older than I and had a dark complexion, black h a i r  and black eyes. Qui te  a cont ras t  t o  t he  
blond, blue-eyed baby who became her  brother.  When 1 was four ,  my adoptive f a t h e r  died. Our aunts,  
uncles,  cousins and grandparents surrounded my mother, s i s t e r  and I with t h e i r  love.  Then another 
tragedy struck. A t  age nine,  my s i s t e r  died of spinal  meningitis.  It was a s t ruggle  f o r  my mother t o  
accept t h i s  blow. A s  a r e s u l t ,  she and I became very c lose  and have remained s o  t o  t h i s  day. 

"I had always wondered who my r e a l  parents were.. .WUC .they h i c h  oh pooh? Wltat wehe t h e y  h W y  L ike?  
Who did I Look L i k e ?  W a c  f i t h e y  music&, L i k e  me? Did I have b h ~ a t c t ~  and h t m ?  B U ~  not u n t i l  my 
own children were born d id  I become in t e r e s t ed  enough t o  begin t o  search...and I found t h a t  adoption 
records a r e  sealed. I was unable t o  l ea rn  anything. Then, one day, I heard about ALMA. 
"On Sunday afternoon, January 15,  1984, Karl Zimmer, ALMA'S Regis t rar ,  phoned t o  t e l l  me t h a t  my rno2ha 
had heg.id.te)~ed Wifh ALMA b ~ ~ I L i n g  608 me. An exchange of l e t t e r s ,  and most importantly, a packet of 
photographs, made it c l e a r  t h a t  my search was indeed over. One photo she sen t  vas of myself - a &&te 
btond kid in a t o y  d o . . .  
" O u r  reunion i n  Flor ida  revealed a l i f e  I never knew existed - r e l a t i v e s  and fr iends. . .an added dimension 
t o  my l i f e  and the  l i v e 8  of my four children - d t o  noiu have Rhrrec! ghandmothm!  

"I am hnppy t o  be reunited with t h e  mother who gave me l i f e ,  and t o  br ing happiness and a sense of fu l -  
f i l lment  t o  one who made a s a c r i f i c e  i n  giving up a p a r t  of hersel f  so  many years  ago." 

Dick W i ~ t d c m d ~ ,  Pennsylvania 



ADOPTIVE PARENTS 
"Thctht i t 1  YOIM Love doh you4 nrloptive pculetrt~, n~td i ~ t  t l t e i n h  doh 

and "Tlte ~ e a r c l r  " 
yort. TeLC them wltat h i s ~ t y  i t r  y o t ~  hen41 atrd n ~ k  605 t h h  
bccppoht ill y a w  dea4ch. Remembcn, w l~ fne  henC tove e x i b h ,  thehe 
tuieL be ,to hebe~thnetct - n ~ t d  .tlrehe dhot~td be trn gw'.Ct. Thehe .ia 
koom i n  .tlte itumntt hecut {oh malty toved peopte." Florence F isher  

"THERE'S ROOM I N  THE HUMAN HEART FOR . MANY LOVED PEOPLE". .CAROLYN OFFICER, 
smiles happi ly  w i t h  adopt ive parents, 
RUBY & BILL OFFICER and n a t u r a l  Mom, 
L O I S  SHERMAN on reunion day l 

. . 
t l D m  ALMA.. . M a u g h  I negdtened uLith ALMA in Now. ' d l ,  1 d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  my 6 h t  meeting u M  Jan. ' 8 2 .  
1 hound my na2md m o t h a  in Mach. P L w r  phLLt my b%ony, do - t r n  o t h w  a d o p t e u  not on l y  luiee be en- 

. counagd t o  b m c h ,  bu f  &o t o  e d t  t h e  h t t p  06 f h e h  adopt ive p u n e ~ .  .,Ahten contact ing t h e  agency 
' and neceiv ing ' non - . iAW6y ing1  i n ~ o m a t i a n ,  1 c o l i d m c t r d  a Letteh which d a d b e d  my mothen and heh 

6 d y  - baying nothing i n  %he Le t ten  thnR w o d d  .iduUL6y me ab an adoptee. Inbtead, I baid  I w doing 
a gencatogicaf b m c h .  Then, my adopt ive mothen and I b.iu66ed 250 i n t o  envetopa.  1 went t o  t h e  &Lb&vy 

' .and addhebbed them %o anyone who had my b h %  h t  name (I ukzb abLe .to d i n d  tla out ) .  And %he wait 
bqan.  S c u d  we& piubed bedohe I hecdued a p h ~ n e  c& 6nom a c a U a  who abked who I weld Looking doh . " ,and why ... and my binthdate. Adten I -bed him, X h a c  waa a Long w e  and I h m d  kim bay. . . ' t r n l b  hen!' . Then, a n o t h a  Long p a u e .  ..Sudden&y, t h m e  w bobbbq  at t h e  0 t h ~  end 0 6  t h e  Gne .  I t  w my n d w d  
mothen - tJte man w hen hubband, who had d m y b  known about me. She da id  bhe had neven d%opped t k i n h i n g  
about me, and had n e v w  m u n t  t o  huht me. 1 b e d  h u  bhe hadnl.t.. . I Loved hen don baying that .  I had 

. been 40 a6td-d bhe wouLdnlt cme. That, my adopt ive m o t h a ,  who w u  ab exc i ted  a I g o t  on ~e U n e  and 
b f i ~ ~ ~ t e d  a k i n g  a ride a minute!.. . I n  May, my adopt ive  mom and I &out @om San D i q o  t o  Pohtea~td, Onegon 
.to meet my nalYrae motha,  hen huband and my aluo b h - t e ~ !  F i v e  days eats my adopt ive detha 6 . t ~  up {oh 

. .  t h e  .h e damie nu ion .  Evenyone h w e d  my panentd and I -though we had been togethen ahuys..  . 
.+ Since t f en, urit iI i n ~ o m a t i o n  6hom my n u  mothen 1 have aedo been neu~L i ted  ULith my M d a t h a .  

, . AQtm  ind ding my natuhae punelLb, I can o d  day tm I hove ghown colididwmbty, and my n U o l i d k i p  w i t h  
. my adopt ive 6 d y  /lnd benedited.. .I deet X il e ~ lL tune  cat1 o d y  hoed pOb.&!ive & ~ o t U k i p b  betureen my 

nah4.d and adopt ive @ni.&eb. I do hope my 6tOhy wiee g i v e  o t h a  a d o p t e u  t h e  cowrage t o  s h e  t h e  
b m c h  urith %h& adopt ive pane&. .. WLth Love and %hanb t o  to aX ALMA!'. . CAROLYN OFFICER, C&~ohnia 

ANGIE b JERRY GARCIA  were h igh  nchool nwect l~cnr ts  
who were forced t o  re l i nqu loh  t h e l r  baby dnuehter 
f o r  adoption. They cvcn tun l l y  m a r r i e d  nnd hnd a 
son. One month n f t c r  t h c l r  dnugl~ter 's  18th b i r th-  
dny they  r e ~ i o t e r e d  w i t h  A I A A  t o  begin the  search. 
when th i y  found LYNN, they dlscovcrcci t h a t  nlre hnd 
s ta r ted  aenrching f o r  t h e m  two weckn e n r l i e r  with 
t h e  h e l p  or h e r  adoptive parents. We were dr?l ig l i ted 
t o  welcome ( 1 .  t o  r. ) Cl.AlRE k EL1,EIJ SCIILOEIJVOGT, 
Lynn'a adopt ive p?rcntn, and At lCIE k JERRY CA i lC IA ,  
t i e r  n o t u r n l  p a r e r ~ t s  t o  our Mnrch '011 G o c r m e ~ r t o  
ALMA Conference, where they a l l  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  a 
pnnel diacuscion. 

Nor th  I lo l lywood, ALI,IA meet ing,  M n r c l ~  
10, 19011 - NAIICY IlASSEll, ndorltce k 
n n t r ~ r n l  mo t t~c r ,  JOIIAII I IA CllnISTENSEN 
w c o r l l ~ g  A1,hlA "I FOUIID" bu t tono  l 

llovember '03 Sncrn~nct~lo AI,l,IA 111cc1111g 11n11el 
diocunsiori w i t 1 1  AII(:I.E, 1,Yl l I l  k JISIIIIY. 

Slrnring t h e i r  r c i ~ n i o n  moment l e  
Nancy ' a  a d o p t i v e  Mom, DFXTA NAGSER. ddb 



In The i r  Own Words.  .. 

tlThank qou ALMA, w& at2 my h&, 
doh XI& decond chance." 

"Four y e a r s  ago I read about ALMA i n  'Dear Abby' 
and r e g i s t e r e d .  A p r i l  9, 1984, ALMA phoned t o  
t e l l  me my daughter  and I had been matched o n  
d t e  R ~ e g h & t y l  That was t h e  most rewarding 
moment of my l i f e .  I hadn ' t  r e a l i z e d  what an 
emptiness she had l e f t  i n  me u n t i l  I heard he r  
voice.  It was as i f  I were complete aga in  - 
wlrote. She flew i n  t o  s e e  me, and is  even more 
s e n s i t i v e ,  b e a u t i f u l  and lov ing  than i n  my 
dreams. N o t  a day w& by dtllede p a 6 t  2 1  y e a M  
d~at I h a d n ' t  t l touglLt  06 h a .  Her adopt ive 
pa ren t s  have been very kind and I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  
be conscious and cons ide ra t e  of t h e i r  f ee l ings .  
T h a ~ t k  you, ALMA, w i d 1  dl my he&, doh dLia 
becond chance. Without you and your d i l i g e n t  
workers my l i f e  would have had t h i s  t r a g i c  
vacnncy forever .  I hope our  s to ry  encourages 
and i n s p i r e s  o t h e r s  t o  search f o r  t h a t  most 
s p e c i a l  person." - S d l y  M a n h ,  L.A., C a l i f .  

"The. gktxXe6A deeeing 06 A ibat bhe. 

another NLMA TCH" Reunion 

wanted Xo 6dind me ab much ab I wnted Xo 6dind hm." 
"For f o u r  y e a r s  I had been searching on my own. U n t i l  s few months ago I had never heard of  JUJU. Then 

I r e g i s t e r e d ,  prepared f o r  a long  w a i t  - b u t  Wa6 matched with my mofitheh 16 dayd l  I c a n ' t  express  t o  
anyone e l s e  exac t ly  how I f e e l ,  b u t  see ing  and t a l k i n g  t o  my mother made me r e a l i z e  t h a t  I was a c t u a l l y  
born !  I have a l s o  met !IQ' f a t h e r ,  grandmother, aun t s ,  unc le s  nnd cousins  - and I w i l l  t r e a s u r e  them 
fo reve r .  I have my r o o t s  and understand more about  myself. The g r e a t e s t  f e e l i n g  of all i s  t h a t  bhe  
uunted .to 6 i n d  me a6 much a6 I wanted to b i n d  hen. God betub  YOU and youh ohg&zcuXon 604 f i e  j a y  you 
me g i v i n g  .to bo omany." - Mahie  Suzanne S-, Dallas, Texas 

. 11 . "Shange - we 6eet we had k n o w  evmqone. at2 om UVU..  

" J i m  and I wanted t o  sha re  one of t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  
experiences  i n  our  l i v e s  v i t h  ALMA - our  t r i p  t o  
Wyoming t o  meet h i s  6amLLLed! lle spen t  2 days v i t h  
h i s  n a t u r a l  mother and h e r  husband...stayed up a l l  
n ight  t a l k i n g  and g e t t i n g  t o  know each o the r .  His 
Dad d i e d  19 y e a r s  ago, b u t  we went t o  meet a u n t s ,  
unc les  and about 110 c o u s i t ~ s l  Then, on t o  Rawlings, 
where we met h i s  Dad's wife  and go t  t o  know h i s  
h a l f - s i s t e r s  and brothcro.  S t h m g e  - We 6oet rue 
Itad ksown e v a y o l t e  aU OWL e i v e d ,  b a t  j u t  h a d n ' t  
beert d1e.m doh a c o u p t e  0 6  Y W . .  .We cannot thank 
everyone i n  ALMA enough f o r  he lp ing  us. I f  t h e r e  
i s  any way w e c a n  h e l p  o the ro ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know.'' 

J i m  with b r o t h e r ,  Ter ry ,  s i s t e r s ,  Yvet te  k Sherry - Jh and K d l y  K m y  cutd d d y ,  F o r t  Bragg 

" I  joined ALMA.. . 
W I T H I N  T E N  HOURS 

I located my 6amLeqltt 

"I am 37 cutd have b p a L t  d t e  p d t  20 y e a m  b ~ c k i ~ t g .  Those 
yea r s  were f i l l e d  with repeated f r u s t r a t i o n  and rage.  I n  
va in ,  I attempted t o  comply v i t h  t h e  law. The Connecticut 
Probate  Court  denied my p e t i t i o n  t o  open my records...my 
s o c i a l  worker reminded me nothing could be done u n t i l  t h e  
laws were changed. A t  t l t i 6  pohLt ,  I j o i ~ t e d  ALMA. W U u n  
TEN IIOLIRS I t o c d e d  my 6cunUr~ .in NU Yo&! Within t e n  days 
I was reun i t ed  with my b ro the r ,  Richnrd, and my grandmother, 
91, ~ 1 1 0  W a 1 1 0 0 6 ~ h  011 BhO~dUtlyl  ( s e e  p i c t u r e ) .  Another 
b r o t h e r ,  Gordon, l i v e s  i n  Vermont. Ile s e n t  ro ses ,  l e t t e r s  
and a g i f t .  We a r e  plannin& a reunion ... During my many 
y e a r s  of prepara t ion .  I nlways caut ioned mvself a a a i n s t  t h e  - - 
"o r s t  and hoped f o r  t h e  best ;  Family and c l o s e  f k e n d s  
warned me t o  ' 6ohge.t .the pab t ,  e i v e  doh t o d a y  artd WO& 
f o t m d  .the 6 u h ~ h e .  ' For adoptees ,  t h a t  a d v i c e  Lb uwuuibel 
We ~ t c d  t o  krtoW O U h  ho0.12, nnd the  answers t o  unexplained 
p a t t e r n s  of behavior.  My ~ d v i c e  t o  nny adoptee i s  t o  u&eR. 
youk b ~ W ~ c k  &on1 a p o b i t i o l t  0 6  60 te l tg th .  Then, no ma t t e r  
what t h e  outcome, you w i l l  r e t a i n  a f e e l i n g  of p r i d e  and 
self-worth.  

'Illy b i l t c W L  t lral tkb atrd g h h t i t u d e  m e  c ~ t e r t d e d  t o  ALMA doh 
d i e  buppoht  arrd u ~ r d n u r ~ t c d  e.t~tllud.iLMm ~Olti.cIt gave me .the 
co116 idutce  t o  klrow l h n t  my f d l r  l ~ b  l t o t  alt h p o b b i b C e ,  
61Ltiee b a t t e e  boh11 ~ u i R l t i ~ t  t h e  6hmauokk 06  d t e  j u d i c h t  
b y b t m . ' '  - LaVeluta Ratcm Fddmnn 

NY grar~dmotlier expla in ing  my he red i ty  t o  me. 

act 
Snyi rig a temporary 'goodbye' t o  b r o t h e r ,  Richnrd. 
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