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Thanks t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of S e a r c h l i n e ' s  P a t  Palmer and Ed Mulder and CUB'S 
Kathy Sawyer t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  was a huge success i n  I r v i n g ,  Texas .  We re- 
c r u i t e d  o v e r  30 new members f o r  o u r  r e g i o n  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f i r s t  f o r  
any region-- -Socia l  worke r s  from t h e  Edna Gladney Agency "openly"  a t t e n d -  
ed o u r  c o n f e r e n c e .  We r e a l i z e  t h e  "drawing c a r d "  was Ba rba ra  Landry,  b u t  
w e  s i n c e r e l y  hope  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  worke r s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  were a b l e  t o  l e a r n  
from a l l  t h a t  was s e e n  and h e a r d .  

A v a r i e t y  o f  o l d  & new t o p i c s  were d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  b e i n g  t h e  
genera l .  s e s s i o n  o n  Open Adoption p r e s e n t e d  by LSST of  San Anton io  and t h e  
B a n q u e t - p r e s e n t a t i o n  by D r .  Thomas Bouchard.  D r .  Bouchards s t u d i e s  w i t h  

* .  "Twins ,Reared  Apar t"  gave  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h e r e d i t y  p l a y s  t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  o n e s  f u t u r e .  The m e d i c a l  comnlunity s h o u l d  s t a n d  
up & t a k e  no . t i ce !  

Kathy S i l b e r  and P a t  Dorner ,  b rough t  two sets of s p e c i a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( adop t -  
ive p a r e n t s  w i t h  t h e  b i r t h p a r e n t s  o f  t h e i r  adop ted  c h i l d )  w i t h  them t o  t e l l  
u s  a b o u t  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  open a d o p t i o n .  T h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  s h a r e  p r o v e s  
t o  us  t h a t  open a d o p t i o n  can  and d o e s  work f o r  a l l  concerned .  I t  is n o t  
s h a r e d  p a r e n t i n g  b u t  a s p e c i a l  k i n d  o f  l o v e .  

W e  were v e r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  t u r n  o u t  f o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  and a r e  l o o k i n g  
forward t o  s e e i n g  eve ryone  .again  n e x t  y e a r .  The d a t e  and p l a c e  h a s  n o t  been 
set a t  t h i s  t i m e  b u t  w e  w i l l  n o t i f y  eve ryone  as  soon as p o s s i b l e ,  s o  s t a r t  
s a v i n g  y o u r  money now1 

I 
A s p e c i a l  n o t e :  A s  w e  w e r e  l e a v i n g  l r v i n g  a f t e r  a n  e x h a u s t i n g  t h r e e  d a y s  o u r  
p r a y e r s  w e r e  w i t h  J o  Ann Swanson who was a n x i o u s l y  a w a i t i n g  a  r e u n i o n  w i t h  
h e r  b i r t h d a u g h t e r .  W e  have  n o t  h e a r d  a t  t h i s  p r i n t i n g  how t h e  r e u n i o n  went 
b u t  Jo Ann i s  s u c h  a s p e c i a l  p e r s o n  w e  a r e  s u r e  a l l  went  w e l l !  

I N A T I O N A L  N E W S  -- 

FROM ROOTS & REUNIONS, L'Anse, M I :  Al though o n l y  t h e  T r a n s v e r s e  C i t y  agency 
is a v a i l a b l e  f o r  open a d o p t i o n s  i n  t h e  Upper P e n n i n s u l a ,  t h e r e  are now five 
Wisconsin  a g e n c i e s  avai lable .  J o i n i n g  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  Of Green Bay 
which h a s  been  d o i n g  open a d o p t i o n  f o r  t e n  y e a r s ,  are t h e  Lu the ran  S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  o f  Madison, Milwaukee, Green Bay and Eau C l a i r e .  Green Bay C a t h o l i c  
C h a r i t i e s  does o n l y  open a d o p t i o n .  The Lu the ran  S e r v i c e s  o f f e r  f o u r  o p t i o n s :  
1 )The  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e c r e t i v e . ,  2 )  Dir thmothe r  selects f a m i l y  from amoung p r e -  
s e l e c t e d  b i o g r a p h i e s . ,  3)  B i r t h  and a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  a g r e e  t c l  s h a r e  p i c t u r e s  
and let ters ,  v i a  t h e  agency,  a t  p r e - a r r anged  i n t e r v a l s . ,  4 )  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
2 )  and 3 1 ,  t h e  two sets o f  p a r e n t s  meet f a c e  t o  f a c e  a t  t h e  agency--alt l ;ough 
t h e y  dono t  exchange i d e n t i t i e s ,  as is t h e  case a t  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s .  

Roots  & Reunions c o r r e s p o n d e n t  Jo Ann Swanson s a y s :  I have been h e a r i n g  from 
p r o s p e c t i v e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e x p l o r e  Open Adopt ion ,  and 
t h e y  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  what  a l l  t h e  f u s s  i s  abou t .  One would b e  a d o p t i v e  
mother  s a i d ,  "I t h i n k  i t ' s  d i s g u s t i n g  t h a t  a  woman can  k i l l  h e r  baby ( a b o r t - i t :  
b u t  s h e  i s n ' t  a l l owed  t o  choose  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  f o r  h e r  chi1.d and form a  

t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  them!" So Ann s a y s "  What cou ld  T s a y  t o  h e r ? "  

Ln thz ran  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  i n  San Antonio ,  Texas o f f e r s  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  Open Ado1~- 
t i o n  a s  w e i l  as  Me thod i s t  Miss ion  Home i n  San Antonio .  On t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
s c e n e ,  C a t h o 1 . i ~  S ~ c i 6 1  S e r v i c e s  o f  L a f a y e t t e ,  La, i s  now o f f e r i n g  Open Adopti1.1 
And of  c o u r s e ,  ATN, c o n t i n u e s  t o  make o u r s e l v e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  o p t i n g  t o  
s u r r e n d e r  t o  open a d o p t i o n  and p r o s p e c t i v e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  w i s h i n g  t o  adop t  
th rough  open a d o p t i o n .  



News from Lake Chmles 

LAKE CHARLES NEWS - 

The Lake C h a r l e s  Chap te r  o f  ATN i s  hav ing  a Garage S a l e  F r i d a y  & S a t u r d a y  
Octolscr 5 & 6.  I f  you have any items you wish t o  b r i n g ,  have  them a t  Mild- 
r e d  K r a l ' s  house ,  Thursday ,  Oc tobe r  4 and p l e a s e  no  ear l ier .  Anyone wi sh ing  
t o  h e l p  be  a t  M i l d r e d ' s  house  a t  B 'oc lock  F r i d a y  morning.  Her a d d r e s s  i s  
813 --.- McCall ,  .- 1 b l o c k  --- o f f  E. McNeese beh ind  S h a k e y ' s  P i z z a .  P 
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The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  ~ e e k i n q  feedbac:k from t h o s e  who a r e  t h e  REAL p r o f e s s i o n a l s  
i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  t r i a d .  You c & & c o n t r i b u t e  t r u t h  and h o n e s t y  t o  t h e s e  s t u d i e s .  
P l e a s e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  one  or more where you q u a l i f y  and t e l l  them Adoption 
T r i e d  Network r e f e r r e d  you. 

P a r e n t s  f o r  P r i v a t e  Adopt ion ,  RFD, West P a w l e t t ,  VT 95761-- T h i s  g roup  
wan t s  h o n e s t  f e e d b a c k  from b i r t h p a r e n t s  and a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  who have  been  
i n v o l v e d  i n  p r i v a t e  a d o p t i o n s .  They want to  d e t e r m i n e  i f  p r i v a t e  p l acemen t s  
have  a d v a n t a g e s  o v e r  agency p l acemen t s .  

D r .  Jerome Smi th ,  The School  o f  S o c i a l  Work, P.O. Box 647, 102 W. N e w  York 
S t . ,  I ~ i d i a n a p o l i s ,  I N  46223- A Purdue U n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h e r  t h i n k s  s e a r c h i n g  
is o n l y  a f a d ,  w i t h  numbers o v e r s t a t e d .  V o l u n t e e r  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  h i s  
p r d j e c t ,  f a d d i s t s 1  

Trudy H e l m l i n g e r ,  LCSW, P.O. Box 8 0 3 ,  Carmichae l ,  CA 95608-- She i s  pre- 
p a r i n g  a d o c t o r a l  t h e s i s  a b o u t  the impac t  o f  t h e  a d o p t e e ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  s e a r c h  

(or  not. t o  s e a r c h )  and i t s  e f f e c t  on  t h e  a d o p t e e ' s  sense o f  i d e n t i t y  and 
, r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  a d o p t i v e  f a m i l v .  Write f o r  h e r  s e l f - a d m i n i s t e r e d  psycho- 
l o g i c a l  test  t o  t a k e  i n  y o u r  own home. A l l  names and i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be 
k e p t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

QUOTE 

"The t i m e  h a s  come t o  d e a l  w i t h  r e a l i t y  i n  a d o p t i o n .  Only i n  f reedom from 
s e c r e c y  can a d o p t e e s  t r u l y  r e s p e c t  and l o v e  t h e i r  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  w i t h o u t  
f e a r  o r  a g u i l t y  g r a t i t u d e  n o t  no rma l ly  o f f e r e d  t o  p a r e n t s . "  

Cla re  Marcus,  Author  o f  "Who Is 
My Mother" 



LAKE CHARLES NEWS CONT'D 

Anyone hav ing  r e a d e r s  d i g e s t  which you a r e  n o t  u s i n g  p l e a s e  g e t  them t o  
E the lyn  or  Bever ly  so w e  c a n  g e t  on t h e  b a l l  w i t h  o u r  p r o j e c t .  

DAVID,  BECKY & CHRISTOPHER AND BIRTHMOTHER J E N N Y  HAD A WONDERFUL WEEKEND 
TOGETHER. Becky s a i d ,  " I had been wan t ing  t o  see Jenny a g a i n  b u t  I was 
a f r a i d  t o  c a l l  f e a r i n g  i t  migh t  u p s e t  h e r .  A 1 1  t h i s  time s h e  had been 
w a n t i n g  t o  do  t h e  same. Johnny w a s  t h e  one  t h a t  t o l d  u s  t o  c a l l .  So I 
f i n a l l y  c a l l e d  h e r  and it j u s t  so happeqdd t h a t  s h e  was on v a c a t i o n  t h a t  
week so I i n v i t e d  h e r  t o  come and spend a  c o u p l e  o f  days  i n  Lake C h a r l e s .  
We b r o u g h t  h e r  t o  t h e  camp a n d  t.hen s h e  came F r i d a y  and m e t  u s  a t  our  house.  
She s t a y e d  till l a t e  Ba turday  n i q h t .  When s h e  came s h e  b rough t  g i f t s  for  
C h r i s t o p h e r  from h e r , a r . d  h e r  mother .  c h r i s t o p h e r  went r i g h t  t o  h e r  l i k e  
h e  had known h e r  a l l  o f  h i s  l i f e .  They r e a l l y  q o t  a l o n q  w e l l .  I t  went  
so good t h a t  w e  i n v i t e d  h e r  t o  come back n e x t  v a c a t i o n  and t o l d  h e r  w e  
would a l s o  g o  v i s i t  h e r .  W e  have  a l l  become good f r i e n d s .  We b r o u g h t  
Jenny t o  t h e  ATN mee t ing  and s h e  had  eve ryone  i n  tears  a s  s h e  t o l d  of  hnw 
much it meant t o  h e r  t o  see t h a t  C h r i s t o p h e r  was w e l l  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  and 
how s h e  would n e v e r  t r y  t o  t a k e  him away from Becky and David." Becky s a i d  
s h e  n e v e r  had t h a t  fear .  

LAFAYETTE NEWS 

L a r r y  K .  embarked upon a serious s e a r c h  f o r  h i s  b i r t h  f a m i l y  abou t  a month 
ago. With s u p p o r t  and s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n c e  t i p s  from t h e  L a f a y e t t e  and Lake 
C h a r l e s  c h a p t e r s ,  h e  comple ted  h i s  ' search  l a s t  week. H e  found h i s  b i r t h m o t h e r  
deceased ,  b u t  h a s  l o c a t e d  b r o t h e r s  and an a u n t .  

L i z  h a s  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  t o  L a f a y e t t e  from v i s i t i n g  w i t h  h c r  b i r t h d a u g h t e r .  Shc 
v i s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  and Gas t o l d  t h a t  " t h e i r * '  d a u g h t e r  had 
wanted t o  know a b o u t  L i z  a 1 1  h e r  l i f e .  L i z  s h a r e d  p i c t u r e s  w i t h  t h e  q roup  
a t  t h e  September mee t ing .  

Dean W. h a s  j u s t  . r e tu rned  from a  t r i p  t o  Ohio and a j o y f u l  mee t ing  w i t h  h i s  
b i r t h  f ami ly .  H i s  b r o t h e r s  and sisters had always known abou t  Dean and were 
t h r i l l e d  over t h e i r  "new-found b r o t h e r " .  

Pam 0. came t o  u s  v i a  a  let ter  from Hawaii a s k i n g  h e l p  i n  l o c a t i n g  h e r  b i r t h -  
f a t h e r .  W e  were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  do ing  so and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  an  e x c e r p t  from 
Pam's n e x t  l e t t e r  t o  u s .  

" I have  y e t  t o  t h a n k  you e v e r  s o  much i n  l o c a t i n ?  o u r  dad.  You.havc  
made u s  t h e  h a p p i e s t  g i r l s  i n  t h e  w o r l d . . . . I  can  make t h i s  s h o r t  now because  
t h e  rest o f  my s t o r y  remains  happy t o  s a d .  I c o n t a c t e d  my dad on t h e  1 2 t h  
o f  J u l y .  I n e v e r  got  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t o  him on  t i m e .  I s e n t  o v e r  t e n  p i c -  
t u r e s  o f  a l l  o f  u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  me growing up and my c h i l d r e n ,  and he  was t o  
receive them a b o u t  J u l y  2 1 s t .  H e  was t o  come t o  Honolulu on August 1st and 
he  was t o  b e  50 y e a r s  o l d  on  August 9 .  God rest h i s  s c u l .  He d i e d  on J u l y  
2 0 ,  a f t e r  w e  s a i d  good n i t ~ h t  on  t h e  phone. . I t  was morning ( i n  t h e  S t a t e s )  
when I c a l l e d  him and h e  s a i d  "I l o v e  you,  Pam, f o r e v e r . "  H i s  f a m i l y  found 
him, s i t t i n g  on  t h e  c h a i r  n e a r  t h e  phone,  no s i g n  of  s t . r ugg le ,  j u s t  l e aned  
forward  as if s l e e p i n g .  H e  had a  mass ive  f i e a r t  a t t a c k .  A l l  I can  s a y  i s  
thank  you a g a i n  f o r  t h e  time I had w i t h  him. Take care of y o u r s e l f  and God 
Bless you."  

A s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  news b u l l e t i n  l a s t  month, Linda Remus,  from Lans ing ,  Mich- 
i g a n ,  c o n t a c t e d  u s  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  l o c a t e d  h e r  b i r t h  f a m i l y .  She 
found h e r  b i r t h m o t h e r  d e c e a s e d ,  b u t  was v i s i t e d  by h e r  a u n t  and s h a r e d  p ic -  
tures o f  t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i l y .  Two weeks ago ,  L inda ,  f l e w  t o  L o u i s i a n a  and 
a t t e n d e d  h e r  b i r t h  f a m i l y s  a n n u a l  r e u n i o n .  Linda v i s i t e d  t o  L a f a y e t t e  and 
e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  h e r  a u n t  had c o n t r i b u t e d  so much t o  h e r  e m o t j o n a l l y  and t h a t  
s h e  r e a l l y  had n o t  g r i e v e d  o v e r  f i n d i n g  h e r  b i r h t m o t h e r  deceased .  We ex-  
p l a i n e d  t o  h e r  t h a t  some a d o p t e e s  e x p e r i e n c e  a mourning p e r i o d  when t h e  s e a r c h  
i s  o v e r  and t h e  b i r t h m o t h e r  i s  n o t  t h e r e  t o  s h a r e  q u e s t i o n s  and answers .  
Linda r e t u r n e d  t o  Lans ing  and w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  us, s a y i n g  s h e  would l i k e  t o  
s h a r e  some o f  h e r  t h o u g h t s  w i t h  anyone t h i n k i n g  abou t  s e a r c h i n g .  llere i s  h e r  
Message: 



LAFAYETTE NEWS CONT'D - - 
u s a l : ~ l # ~  

"I  had b a r e l y  looked a t '  t h e  c r m i c  vase' my mother  had made t h a t  my l o v i n g  
a u n t  had g i v e n  me. When I g o t  home (from v i s i t i n g  w i t h  my b i r t h f a m i l y )  I 
unpacked t h e  v a s e ,  rar: o u t  t o  my ga rden  and p u t  small f l o w e r s  i n  it and 
s a t  it on my table .  Then .... s l o w l y  .... I looked a t  it s i t t i n g  t h e r e  s b u f f e d  
w i t h  l i f e  and p r e t t y  t h i n g s  and I c r i e d .  I cried f o r  a  mother  I had found 
three y e a r s  t o o  l a t e , a  woman I had n e v e r  known, b u t  who gave m e  l i f e .  I 
cried for the sad r u i n  of  h e r  l i f e  and how l i t t l e  joy  s h e  had known. I c r i e d  
f o r  +.he joy  I c o u l d  n e v e r  g i v e  h e r .  I had n e v e r  m o u ~ n e d  h e r  d e a t h .  I w a s  
t o l d  i r .  c o u l d  be just a  matter o f  t i m e .  Wg!Y HADN'T I S T A R T E D  SEARCHING SOONER 

HURRY 11 ...... .... 
NOTE : 
For t h o s e  s earch ing  i n  Canada or  i n  Germany 

. . .  c o n t a c t  t h e  L a f a y e t t e  chapter:.' ........ 

FROM THE EDI!i iOR'S DESK: 

I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  ! u s t  a moment t o  re- 
mind eve ryone  t h a t  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  en- 
c o u n t e r s  t h e  same economic problems t h a t  
a r e  common t o  a l l  n o n - p r o f i t  g roups .  Even though your  dues  may be up- to-date ,  
an extra t a x - d e d u c t i b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  would c e r t a i n l y  ke p u t  t o  good use .  A l s o  
i f  you know anyone i n  a  b u s i n e s s ,  i t  w o u l d n ' t  h u r t  t o  a s k  them i f  t h e  would 
l i k e  t o  make a small  d o n a t i o n  t o  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and remind them it is  t ax -  
d e d u c t i b l e .  These e x t r a  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  c a u l d  be  used t o  p u r c h a ~ e  a d d i t i o n a l  
l i b r a r y  books and t o  h e l p  c o v e r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o s t s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  expen- 
ses. If you would l i k e  t o  make a  d o n a t i o n  or know o f  someone who does  see 
one  of y o u r  officers .:n y o u r  l o c a l  c h a p t e r .  Your g i f t  o r  t h e i r s  w i l l  b e  
g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

IF YOUR NEWSLETTER I S  CHECKED HERE 1d T H I S  BOA YOUR hd'~ YEARLY DUES : 
?.RE DUD. ,.q I I . , .  9 ;: ~ . .  I .  .,: t? I 
DATE YOUR OUES N h 5 D  ~ 6 ,  BE RENEWED . Cx , -' ,. . 4 ! - '  - <;.I. . *.,.+. ....... . . . . . . .  .\7:. 5 .  .,T7*~:4.1 
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