


HE 1984 NORTH CAROLINA ADOPTXON FORUM was a great success! Over 120 people 
at tended,  and heard such speakers as Jerry Smith on growing up i n  an orphan- 
age, and Kathleen S i l b e r  and Susan Dangerf ie ld  on open adoption. SPECIAL 
THANKS go t o  Lynn Giddens f o r  masterminding t h e  whole event1 Ear ly  problems 
w i th  t h e  sound system gave way t o  l i v e l y  d i s cus s ion  during lunch and t h e  

breaks ,  and eager  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  a f te rnoon  ses s ions .  There were books and a r -  
t icles on d i sp l ay ,  and many o t h e r  items f o r  s a l e  a t  the. September 8 event.  Sandy 
Musser came a l l  t h e  way from F lo r ida  t o  sha re  h e r  s p e c i a l  i n s i g h t s ;  and t h e  l a r g e  
number of s o c i a l  workersJdemonstrated t h e i r  cont inuing i n t e r e s t  i n  l ea rn ing  and con- 
t r i b u t i n g  t o  t he  understanding of adoption. The annual  growth of t h e  Forum shows 
t h a t  i t  f i l l s  a  real need; and .wi th  t he  he lp  and sugges t ions  of our  members and r eade r s ,  
w e  hope t o  cont inue  t o  provide t h a t  se rv ice .  Thanks a l s o  t o  the con t r i bu to r s  of money, 
time, and e f f o r t ,  and t o  t h e  speakers  and d i scuss ion  l e ade r s .  Because w e  wanted t o  

I enable  as many a s  pos s ib l e  t o  a t t end ,  w e  kept  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  low; CONTRIBUTIONS 

i are still needed t o  f i n i s h  o f f  t h e  Forum debt ,  and may be s e n t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  

, A NEAR-TRAGEDY happened i n  Raleigh on Wednesday, October 3,  when t he  Howard 
Building i n  the  s ta te  government o f f i c e  complex burned down. The fire broke 
ou t  about 4 p. m., and was thought t o  be under c o n t r o l  when S t a t e  Supervisor 
of Adoptions Robin Peacock l e f t  work. When she  r e tu rned  a few hours l a te r ,  
s h e  lea rned  t h e  bu i ld ing  would be  a t o t a l  l o s s .  Th i s  is where t h e  t h r e e  most 

r ecen t  years  of completed adopt ion f i l e s  are s t o r e d ,  be fo re  they are microfilmed. For 
a t e r r i b l e  i n t e r v a l ,  i t  was f e a r ed  a l l  t he se  records  were l o s t .  On inspec t ion  t h e  f a l -  
lowing day, however, they were discovered t o  have miraculously survived.  It was only i1 

s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  records  were removed t o  s a f e t y  t h a t  t h e  c e i l i n g  of t h e  gu t t ed  room 
col.lapsed! T h e  largely-wooden s t ruc . ture  had been b u i l t  around t he  t u r n  of t h e  century. 

This  causes Inany of u s  involved i n  North Carol ina  adopt ions t o  wonder whether our  
1 

complete f i 1 . c ~  a r e  s a f e l y  housed, and whether t h e r e  are back-up f i l e s  i n  another  ~ o c t i t i c ~ ~ i ,  
Could t h e  county and p r i v a t e  agencies  have helped t he  s t a t e  t o  ~ u c c e s s f u l l y  recreate 
those  f i l e s ?  

I 
a---- ----C------- ------- 
WORTH R M D I N G  Anthony Brandt 's  Ethics  column i n  t h e  September 1984 
Pm=PC=EE====P i s s u e  of Esquire.  I ts  heading is ,  "Bloodlines: Other 
t h i cgs  may change us, but  w e  s t a r t  and end wi th  f a m i l y .  " I j randt  i s  
married t o  b i r  thnlo t h e r  and j o u r n a l i s t  Lorra ine  Dusky, who ] )as  Eo1111d 
he r  b i r thdaughte r .  I f  you w a u l d  l i k e  a copy of t h i s  art:ic.Le, send a 
l a r g e  stamped, self-addressed envelope p l u s  50c t o  t he  o f f i c e .  

1 AMERICAN ADOPTION.CONGRESS, SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE by Robin Wilson 

The Southeas tern  Regional Conference of t h e  American Adoption Congress was he ld  
October 5-7 i n  Ashevi l l e ,  NC, and was well-represented from a l l  3 s i d e s  of t h e  adop- 
t i o n  t r i a n g l e  and concerned p ro fes s iona l s ,  a l though only 25-30 people a t tended.  One 
of t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  was hear ing  Charles Ingram speak. He i s  an adoptee and a w e l l -  
respected  lawyer who has searched & found. He's from Kenansvil le ,  NC, and has re- 
searched t h e  NC laws and h i s t o r y  r e l a t i n g t o  adoption very thoroughly; he may be a 
super  resource f o r  u s .  

Hefiring from J e r r y  S m i t h ,  a former fos t e r -ca re  c h i l d ,  once ngnin reminded tile t h a t  



AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGMSS continued 

t h e r e  are systems even more problem-ridden than the adopt ion  system and c h i l d r e n  
even more separa ted  from s e c u r i t y  than mosr. involved i n  adoption. It  i s  my hope 
t h a t  w e  can somehow acknowledge t h e s e  ch i ld ren .  ~ e r r y  Smith is  a v a i l a b l e  for 
speaking t o  your o the r  groups- church, p ro f e s s iona l ,  community groups, etc. He 
can be reached through Wiason County Department of S o c i a l  Services ,  where he i s  
d i r e c t o r .  

Bet ty  Jean L i f ton  (Twice Born, Lost  and Found) was' a very thought-provoking 
keynote speaker ,  and he r  books are thought-provoking too. She loves  exchanging 
ideas; i f  you have any of your own " theor ies"  about t h e  adoption experience,  1 ' m  
sure she 'd  l i k e  t o  hear  from you: B. J. L i f ton ,  300 Cen t r a l  Park West, New York, 
NY 10024. 

The 1985 A.A.C. conference f o r  t h e  whole country w i l l  be  he ld  i n  Jacksonv i l l e ,  
F lo r ida ,  i n  June. Tha t ' s  near  enough t h a t  some of us  shduld be a l e  t o  go. The 
n u r t u r i n g  you can ge t  a t  t h e s e  conferences i s  w e l l  worth t h e  e f f o r t ,  even if w e  
a r e n ' t  changing, the world r i g h t  away. *** 

Q Attar yrrro at wrltlng w r  adopted 
a dttveloprnsntally delsyrd thr- 

.p~ar-old I glrl. 8hr lc abaolutaly boautlful 
end very well-mannered, 6ha'a beun 
with UP a year now, @lid we tt~el no real 
love for her. At tlmea wa evon dlallke 
tlur bocaurr aha watches ur llke a hawk 
and keopa ns[tglng ebout inconoa- 
quenllnl ihlnga: "Can I ofit my pickle 
wlth my flnger~ tho noxt tlrno'?" "When 
can I gal up In tho mcarnlng?" Wo 
don't wcrnt 1110 ado$tlon agency to 
know how wa feel brcaufia ths paparm 
aren't flnal yet. but whrmr'u wrong with 
UU? Why aren't we able to erinjoy thle 
chllJ7 When doer lova utart'? 

A You nlrtst tell yuur social .worker 
how you fccl. 'l'hat doesn't mean 

(hiit he or rst~c will cotlsider you a fuilurc 
or take your dnwlll.l!cr. awrty. 11's thc 
bcst wuy to act 1 1 . 1 ~  hclp you so badly 
nccd. 'I'hc circums~unics of your child's 
ettrly lifc sectn to have crippled her 
ctnotionally. Hcr questions are not at all 
inconscqi~en\itrl l o  hcr. Shc may havc 
hccn bcillett for eutilqj pickles with her 
t in~er$ or locked in u dark room and not 
itlll~wcd to ~ c t  W ~ C I I  she witi~tcd. 

As fibr not r c ~ l l y  liking your daughter, 
! mtitry 1e;lcticrs unii otl~cr rrtlults fccl  thc 
I sit~nc wily rthout C ~ . S I U I I I  cllildrcn. I'VC 

found thut i t ' s  USIILIII~ IICCULISC [he child 

)i 
rcmit~cls us of somclhirlg wc've rejecrcii 
in oursclvcs. Whcn wc hce a very r;;J 
~ n d  frightc11cd child, N)C hefir c c h w ~  of 
our Own Pit51 ;irtd of Iot~~.~t~rJ.Jo[lcn ~ l l f -  
fcring, Wc rlsc ~ I ~ I E C I  u11d rcjcclion to 
protcct oursclvcv fro~tl rfrnl p i n ,  

You nced help in ur~derstundinp; your 1 
own fixlings and thosc of this child wha 
ttrrs nppilrenily sulrercd so much in her . 
b h ~ r t  l i fe. Shc'b dcspcrutc Ci~r love, und 
thut can [.re Srightcnir\g. If you can fhce 
your own fcsrs, you'll bc ublu to help 
your daughter copc with hers. M 

AXE wishes  you and your family a very Merry Christmas! Please remember AXE in your 
g i f t  g iv ing - stamps, envelopes and off ice  auwplies are always needed; a6 well as 
your financial s u p ~ o r t  with donations. 

Q 

................................... 
* COMING ATTRACTION * 
* A h o l i d a y  p a r t y  i n  December!! * 
***************. -3, ************* 
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