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Horise someone‘by giving him or her colletted donations
ﬁseek "higher assiatance in his or har search.w

Aaheville,‘NC * For.information call'

Rooky Mt., NL * For information call'

f;;*Welcome to the new editor of the newsletter' Lynn Carney
*Thanks to Michelle R. for her contribution for stampsl

L § *Robin Wilaon, AIE Board member, is excited about a letter ﬁhe received
‘-Qjﬁgfrom a minister and an adoptive couple who took her class on adoption last spring. e
"Q?i;gﬂjbecause of the: 1niormation shared and the soul searching encouraged in ‘the class), thﬁﬁ{”%,
. u.% couple has undertaken an open adoption with the minister's help, Robin 8- educationalj@j”'
”"ﬁqoutreach is important and does have results. Congratulations, Robin! R T
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'S CATCHING!! When people share their stories and feeling&, it can be _catching.,ﬁ
A few weeks ago, Eloilse Williams of Durham made contact with and met a brother. whom
‘B she had nevexr seen, She's 45; he is 63, Mrs,.. Williams is. not. ‘an adoptee'ihowevor,hw
W after sharing her feelings with Lynn Giddens, she leatrned she'was mot alone in won- <

doring for over 40 years about a brother from a previouq marriage of her father's.. Lynn
“encouraged her to find her brother, who resides in South Carolina. - She did, and the =
cipast two weeks have been filled with sharing pictures and memories--~which Mrh. williumw'V.

describes as "one of the happlest events of my life!" Both brother and sister claim -
- they will stay very closely 1n touch. BoLh also agree, "What a wonderful diiforonoo." |
~:this has made in our livesl" . : PRI
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HE 1984 NORTH CAROLINA ADOPTION FORUM was a great success! Over 120 people BEIRE

. attended, and heard such speakers as Jerry Smith on growing up in an orphan- L
. age, and Kathleen Silber and Susan Dangerfield on open adoption, SPECIAL

THANKS go to Lynn Giddens for masterminding the whole event] Early problems

with the sound system gave way to lively discussion during lunch and the

. breaks, and eager participation in the afternoon sessions. There were books and ar-
‘ticles on display, and many other items for sale at the September 8 event. Sandy

. Musser came all the way from Florida to share her special insights; and the large
~number of social workers’ demonstrated their continuing interest in learning and con-
‘tributing to the understanding of adoption. The annual growth of the Forum shows -
~that it fills a real need; and with the help and suggestions of our members and readers, - '

we hope to continue to provide that service. Thanks also to the contributors of money,

time, and effort, and to the speakers and discussion leaders. Because we wanted to

" enable as many as possible to attend, we kept the registration fee low; CONTRIBUTIONS

are still needed to finish off the Forum debt, and may be sent to the office.
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NEAR-TRAGEDY happened in Raleigh on Wednesday, October 3, when the Howard
Building in the state government office complex burned down. The fire broke
out about 4 p. m., and was thought to be under control when State Supervisor
of Adoptions Robin Peacock left work. When she returned a few hours later,
she learned the building would be a total loss. This is where the three most -
recent years of completed adoption files are stored, before they are microfilmed. For j
‘a terrible interval, it was feared all these records were lost. On 1nspection the fol-
lowing'day, however, they were discovered to have miraculously survived, It was only a
short time after Lhe records were removed to safety that the ceiling of the gutted room
collapsed! The largely~wooden structure had been built around the turn of the century.
This causes many of us involved in North Carolina adoptions to wonder whether our |
_ complete files are safely housed, and whether there are back-up files in another LULdlLUH.s
Could the county and private agencies have helped the state to successfully recreate
those files?
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WORTH READING Anthony Brandt's Ethics column in the September 1984
mREEsscssnsss issue of Esquire. Its heading is, '"Bloodlines: Other
things may change us, but we start and end with family.'" Brandt is
married to birthmother and journalist Lorrailne Dusky, who has found
her birthdaughter. If vou would like a copy of this article, send a
large stamped, self-addressed envelope plus 50¢ to the office,
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AMERICAN ADOPTION: CONGRESS, SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE by Robin Wilson

- The Southeastern Regional Conference of the American Adoption Congress was held
October 5~7 in Asheville, NC, and was well-represented from all 3 sides of the adop-
tion triangle and concerned professionals, although only 25-30 people attended, One
of the highlights was hearing Charles Ingram speak. He is an adoptee and a well-
respected lawyer who has searched & found. He's from Kenansville, NC, and has re-
searched the NC laws and history relating to adoption very thoroughly; he may be a
gsuper resource for us,

Hearing from Jerry Smith, a former foster-care child, once again reminded me that
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| AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS continued

there are. systems even more problem-ridden than the ad0ption aystem and children

even more separated from security than most involved in adoption,
-~ that we can somehow acknowledge these children.
- speaking to your other groups-

church, professional,

It is my hope

‘Jerry Smith is available for
community groups, etc,

He

can be reached through Wilson County Department of Social Services, where he is

director.

Betty Jean Lifton (Twice Borm, Lost and Found) was a very thought—provoking

. keynote speaker, and her books are thought-provoking too.
ideas; 1f you have any of your own '"theories"
sure she'd like to hear from you:

Florida, in June.

nurturing you can get at these conferences is well worth the effort,
aren't changing.the world right away.
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She loves exchanging

about the adoption experience, I'm
B. J. Lifton, 30O Central Park West, New York,

conference for the whole countfy will be héld in Jackéonville,
That's near enough that some of us sh¢uld be fble to go.

The
even 1f we

Q Atier yoara of waiting we adopted
2 developmentaily detayed three-
voar-old girl. She le abaolutely beautiful
and very well-mannered, She's been
withh us & year now, and we feel no real
love for her. At timea wa evan dislike

and ksops nagging sbout Inconge-
gquential things: “Can | sat my pickle
with my fingers theo noxt thino?" "When
can | got up ln the marning?'' We
don‘t want the adoption agancy to
know how we feol because tha papers
aren't tinal yet. But what's wrong with
us? Why aren't wa ahle to enjoy thia
child? When does jove start?

2
1,

her bacause gho watches us ke & hawk

how you feel. That doesn’t mean
that he or she will consider you a failure
or take your daughter away. It's the
best way to get the hielp you so badly
need. The circumstances of your child's
curly life seem to have crippled her
emotionally. Her questions are not at all
inconsequential to her. She may have
been beuten for eating pickles with her
fingers or tocked in a durk room and not

i wiluwed to get up when she wanted.

As tor not really liking your daughter,
many teachers and other adults feel the
same way uhuut certain children. 've
found that it's usually because the child

You mus? tell your social worker

7

reminds us of something we've rejected.

in ourselves., When we sce a very sad

L and frighteoed chald, we hear echoes of

our own past and of long-forgotten suf-
fering, We use anger end rejection to
protect ourselves from that pain,

You nced help in understunding your
own feelings and those of this child who
has apparenily suffered so much in her
short life. She's desperate for love, and
that can te frightening. If you can face
yaur own fears, you'll be able to help
your daughier cope with hers, (WD
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AIE wishes you and your family a very Merry Christmas! Please remember AIE in your
glft giving -~ stamps, envelopes and office supnplies are always needed; as well as
vour financial supoort with donations,

Q
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X COMING ATTRACTION *
* A holiday party in December!! *
hkkkkhkkhhhkhdohd. 3.  AAkkkkhhkkkkk
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of North Larolina and.plans to attend law school in the future
the Adqptlon Infbrmation Exchange in North Caroling %*i~,;-,

(CHAPEL HILL, N.C, 27515-1153

Please send me . copies of Faces of Adoption I have
$ 50 plus $l OO pos‘tage/handling for each. order. |
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T 'qt*mony to the resilaenc&5of human beings' .fff;fﬁif;ﬁ¥5f f25351fﬂ7?i3“f;;i:¥ff
- Robert P LaWS M 3, h
R T - L | Duke University I e
| Auberly Publications ~ . - PO Box 4153 -  Chapel Hill, N,0, 27515-h153
| ;Plﬁﬁseisgnd mé““‘ copiea of BTERNAL INSPIRATIONS T have encloge d_bhéck'cr money-
order for #7.95 plus $1 00 postage/handling for each order, ~ o
"NAME:_:Q ..'_ T T R
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