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Happy Fal l  eve 
wind ing  down. f 

December 19 ,  1984 , 
January 18,  1985 
February 15, 1985 

Be sure to  mark your calendars. I n  know where your.at .  I f  your search has 

addit ion,  we are  now notifying Detroit  been on the back burner for ,  awhile and 

Area cable TV companies of meeting you can't remember who was helping you, 
c a l l  Jim Krausmann t o  get res tar ted .  dates and specia l  announcements so  I 

be sure to keep  watch on your local  
Conimuriity BuTletin Board channel. 

Next' cut-off date  fo r  submissions t o  
t h e  A I M  Newsletter w i l l  be  January 15, 
1985. A 1 1  members and related pro- 
fess ionals  (agencies, medical, clergy. 
counselors, e tc .  ) a re  invited t o  send 
the i r  announcements and other sub- 
missions to  the attention of T, Caudill. 

If you h a v e  video taped any TV shows 
dealing w i t h  adoption, please c a l l  E l m a  
o r  b r i n g  to  an A I M  meeting. We hope t o  
compile a l l  of t h e  programs on 1 o r  2 
tapes and show them a t  an upcoming 
meeting. 

% # k % - ? G  

O u r  Bulletin Board, CAN YOU HELP FIND, is I 
available a t  meetings t o  place your ad 1'1 
or  o f fe r  your ta len ts  and services. Out- . . 

of-towners can mail your 3x5 card notice 
and we w i . 1 1  p o s t  for you. 

% * % %  

NEW BOOKS: Eternal Inspirat ions ( $7.95 +' 
$1.00 postage) - and Faces of ~ d o p t i o n  
($5.50 t $1.00 postage), both b y  E. Lynn 
Giddens. The f i r s t  is a true s tory show- 
ing t h a t  closed records -. can physically 
and emotionally impair an individual and 
contains contemporary s i tua t ions  often 
occurring i n  families today - drug  abuse, 
terminal iIi.ness and death. Emphasizes 
t h e  struggles of one adoptee to overcome 
t h e  cornpeeling desperations of l i f e  to  
reach a. goal of Deace and sereni tv .  Faces 

a (. o f  ~ d o ~ t I o n  voices thoughts  from ill 
members of t h e  adopLl on triangle. Excellent; - 
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i n s i g h t  for  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  Copies may 
be ordered from Amber1.v P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  
P.O. Box 4 u  t -el H i l l .  NC 27535 - 415-3,. 
To Live  and Let Go by Susan  Arms deals 
w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  of Open Adoption. Not 
reviewed by AIM staff  y e t  b u t  you may 
wish t o  check y o u r  local bookstore. 

LEGISLATION UPDATE . , 

On September 1 7 ,  1984 258 Adoption 
Awareness Surveys  were s e n t  to  Mich igan ' s  
S e n a t o r s ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and C a n d i d a t e s  
fo r  Office with  a r e q u e s t e d  r e t u r n  date 
of September 2 5 t h .  To date we have 
r e c e i v e d  a 16.7% r e s p o n s e  and these are 
p r e s e n t e d  elsewhere i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  
It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  6 out of 
t h e  43 r e s p o n d i n g  had a d o p t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  
i n  t h e i r  own family. ~ l s a ,  those n o t  
r e s p o n d i n g  t o  Q u e s t i o n  8 cited lack of 
f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  Adoption law as 
amended i n  1980. 

P l a n s  fo r  1985 i n c l u d e  efforts t o  c l a r i f y  
those s e c t i o n s  of t h e  Michigan Adoption 
Law, as r e v i s e d  i n  1980, t h a t  deal with 
a d o p t i o n  records. 

to  AIM t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
i n d i v i d u a l .  Thank you. 

, . 

] M E E T I '  NOTES ] 
As you know, A I M  ho lds  monthly mee t ings  
a i l  year long .  Even though we missed 
soxe regulars du r ing  t h e  er ra t ic  summer 
!ncrnths, t h e  rfieetin,gs were well a tvended  
and f r u i t f u l .  I t h i n k  I have  to  say one 
of' t h e  h i .gh1igbts  were t h a t  we had 3 
ri?unior,s which  had been i n i . t i a t e d  by 
b i r t b p a r e n t s .  It was great to see them 
there, not  on1.y w i th  the i r  b i r t h d a u g h t e r s  
b u t  w i t h  t h e  adoptj-ve moms as well. For 
soRe of the Si r thdaught ;e r s ,  t h e  r e u n i o n s  
came at a v e r y  p ivota l  time i n  t h e i r  l i ves  
where personal c i r c u m s t a n c e s  had c a u s e d  
a need for  better u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of self 
c ~ d  t h e  Loving s u p p ~ r t  p r o v i d e d  by 
ex tended  f a m i l y  members. Two o f  the. 
r e u n i o n s  were handled  tlit;h local a g e n c i e s  
a c t i n g  as i n  terrnediaries . 3 u r  congra tu -  
l a k i o ~ s  t o  these a g e n c i e s  for  h a v i n g  t h e  
courage to  adap t  t o  t h e  changinf:  needs of 
id.r?ad members and providing post a d o p t i o n  
~ e r v i c c s .  t o  those t h e y  assisted many h,  

Cecilia Shannon, who fo rmer ly  he ld  the  
p o s i t i o n  of B i r t h p a r e n t  Advisor ,  has been , . 

a p p o i n t e d  to  a new p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  Board 
of Directors as .Educat ion C o o r d i n a t o r .  
Ciel w i l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for c o o r d i n a t i n g  
s p e a k i n g  r e q u e s t s  and e d u c a t i o n  i n  the 
community. Any local  community g r o u p s .  
s e e k i n g  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  of o u r  purpose  and 
s e r v i c e s  can c o n t a c t  Ciel a t  778-6105. 
Some of her immediate goals are (1) f i r m i n g  
up o u r  Speakers Committee, ( 2 )  documenting 
o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  work i n  t h e  community, (3) 
development of programs fo r  cable t e l e v i s i o n  
and ( 4 )  development of e d u c a t i o n a l  materials 
and t e c h n i q u e s .  

AN INVITATION - We would l i k e  to i n v i t e  I 
more Adoptive P a r e n t s  t o  part icipate i n  
our pectinas. A t  p r e s e n t  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  smallest p o r t i o n  of o u r  g r o u p  and 
we encourage  t he i r  a c t i v e  i n p u t .  We need 
a l l  three sides of the T r i a d  s h a r i n g  and 
working together t o  improve t h e  p r e s e n t  
a d o p t i o n  system. If you know of any 

4 adoptive p a r e n t s ,  please te l l  them of o u r  
work and suggest t h e y  a t t e n d  a meet ing .  







As a n  Associate Board Member f o r  
Area S e r v i c e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( a  Uni ted  
Fund Agency s e r v i n g  SE Oakland Coun ty ) ,  
X would l i k e  t o  b r i n g  to your  a t t e n t i o n  
a program t h e y  fac i l i ta te  c a l l e d  
t h e  Young Morn7s/Young Dad 's  Group. 
With 27% of t h e  l i v e  b i r t h s  i n  t h i s  
area being to  unwed t e e n s ,  t b e  program 
is un ique  i n  t h a t  it p r o v i d e s  s u p p o r t  
and s e r v i c e s  t o  young p e o p l e  who 
are t r y i n g  t o  cope  w i t h  t h e i r  a d o l e s -  
.cence w h i l e  b e i n g  e x p e c t e d  t o  s h o u l d e r  
a l l  t h e  p a r e n t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
of a d u l t s .  

U n t i l  a few y e a r s  ago, unwed t e e n s  
had few o p t i o n s  t o  their u n t i m e l y  
pregnancy s u c h  as a d o p t i o n ,  b e i n g  
an ADC p a r e n t  o r  a b o r t i o n .  How well 
b i r  thparents  i n  t h e  adoption movement 
remember t h e  v iews of s o c i e t y  and 
p r e s s u r e  from f a m i l y  p u t  on them 
t o  r e i i n q u i s h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  a d o p t i o n .  
T h i s  new program p r o v i d e s . t h e s e  young 
p e o p l e  wi th  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  - h e l p  
and s u p p o r t  for them t o  l e a r n  p a r e n t i n g  
s k i l l s ,  ma tu re  i n t o  r e s p o n s i b l e  a d u l t s  
and,  most i m p o r t a n t ,  keep  t h e i r  f a m i l y  
i n t a c t .  T h e i r  weekly mee t ings  c o v e r  
s u c h  areas as: 

- n u t r i t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  
- baby care (well & s i c k )  
- s t r e t c h i n g  l i m i t e d  dollars 
- e d u c a t i o n a l  & career p l a n n i n g  - o c c a s i o n a l  r e c r e a t i o n  o u t i n g s  

One of t h e  n e e d s  of t h i s  program 
is short-term immediate hous ing  for  
some of the young mom's t o  move them 
away from t h e  stress of t h e i r  immediate  
c r i s i s  s i t u a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e y  sort  
o u t  t h e i r  o p t i o n s .  I f  any of AIMfs 
members would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  providjng 
a room w i t h  home p r i v i l e g e s ,  o r  a s s i s t i n g  
t h e  program i n  o ther  ways such  as 
a s p e a k e r ,  big s is ter /brother ,  d o n a t i n g .  
baby c l o t h e s / f u r n i t u r e  o r  j u s t  f i n d i n g  
o u t  more a b o u t  i t ,  p l e a s e  ca l l  Therese 
McNeil a t  Area Services A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
Hazel P a r k ,  542-5860. We who have  
been th rough  a n  a d o p t i o n  r e l a t e d  
e x p e r i e n c e  can  t r u l y  real-ize t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of a program of t h i s  
n a t u r e .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Area 
S e r v i c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  fo r  p i o n e e r i n g  
a much needed program for our area. 

NOTES - FROM RENE VANDER EYK - P l e a s e  b r i n g  
newspaper  and magazine ar t ic les  o r  e d i t o r i  
you read c o n c e r n i n g  a d o p t i o n  to my atten- 
t i o n .  I l i k e  t o  respond t o  t h e  a u t h o r s  
o r  c o l u m n i s t s  and e d u c a t e  them about 
a d a p t i o n  facts and why A I M  exists. Most 
a u t h o r s  and c o l u m n i s t s  ( and  legislators) 
d o  r e p l y  back t o  me and agree t o  p a s s  
t h e  message o n  a b o u t  A I M  for search and 
s u p p o r t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  are great 
t o  share a t  mee t ings .  

~ e c e k  let ters have gone ou t  t o  Judge 
Bernard  Friedman who writes a column i n  
the Oakland P r e s s .  "It I s  Your Cour t"  and 
Corenna A l d r i c h  l lMotl ine Exchangen In 
t h e  same p a p e r .  i n  a d d i t i o n  r e p l y s  to 
l e t t e r s  i n  I f c o n t a c t  lo f f  of t h e  Detroit 
News and "Dear Meg," a p e r s o n a l  q u e s t i o n  
co lunn  i n  t h e  -- Macomb D a i l y  have been 
comple ted .  Both  of t h e s e  columns a sked  
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  a d o p t e e s  search- 
i n g  and bo th  authors f a i l e d  t o  mention 
A I M ,  therefore, my a t t e m p t  to e d u c a t e  
them to our  purpose. Remember, people 
who have  l i v e d  th rough  a n  a d o p t i o n  
related e x p e r i e n c e  make up one - fou r th  of' 
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The more T r i a d  members 
and others real ize the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of' 
o u r  numbers ,  t h e  quicker o u r  needs1 will 
be met. 

A d d i t i o n a l  Food fo r  Thought - You can  
assist in t h e  reform of a d o p t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  
by making y o u r  i n t e r l e s t  known t o  e i t he r  
y o u r  own o r  local agency and o f f e r i n g  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  on t h e  Board of Directors, 
i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  o r  other s p e c i f i c  
programs,  etc.  Let them know you care 
and want to work with them t o  deve lop  
more humane p r o c e d u r e s .  Remember, y o u r  
p e r s o n a l  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s  make you an 
"expertff on t h e  c u r r e n t  system and why 
it needs  revaniping. If you prefer j u s t  
t o  respond i n  w r i t i n g  to v a r i o u s  media 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  or  track l c g i s l a t i . o n ,  
remember, o n e  l e t t e r  is c o n s i d e r e d  to  be 
t h e  views cf -- 100 c o n s t i t u e n t s .  Your 
voice does c o u n t !  I f  none of t h e  above 
a p p e a l s  to  you a n d  you are pe rhaps  u n a b l e  
to a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s  because  of c o n f l i c  ti .ng 
schedules  o r  d i s t a n c e ,  there are still  
t h i n g s  you c a n  do f o r  y o u r s e l f  and  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  rnovemer~t s u c h  as : 



.EDUCATION & COMMUNITY REPORT (CON'T). 

-Read o n e  new a d o p t i o n  re]-ated book 
- C i r c u l - a t e  A I M  b r o c h u r e s  i n  y o u r  area 

( l ibraries ,  schools,  community 
c e n t e r s ,  p u b l i c  b u l l e t i n  boards,  e t c )  
F l y e r s  & B r o c h u r e s  c a n  be  p i c k e d  up  
a t  t h e  month ly  meeting o r  o u t - s t a t e  
members can r e q u e s t  some by mail 

-Write y o u r  legl.slators, s u b m i t  stores 
- to  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  w a t c h  for ar t ic les  

-Start a local rap  and s u p p o r t  g r o u p  
i n  y o u r  area - we'll h e l p  you  get 
s tar t ;ed 

-Share y o u r  n e w s l e t t e r  w i t h  a f r i e n d ,  
doctor,  c l e r g y ,  other p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  e tc.  

-Make a s u p p o r t  c a l l  o r  write another 
T r i a d  member i n  y o u r  area - l e t ' s  b u i l d  
t h i s  ne twork  of' c a r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Anyone w a n t i n g  PEN PALS, s e n d  a n o t e  to 
o u r  E d i t o r  and we w i l l .  p u b l i s h  i n  n e x t  
e d i t i o n .  

ANN ARBOR ART FAIR - Cecilia Shannon and  
T ina  C a u d i l l  manned an i n f o r m a t i o n  booth 
a t  t h e  J u l y  Ann Arbor Art F a i r  f o r  o n e  
day .  R e s u l t s  were great. We had a b o u t  
45 s h o r t  t o  l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  
v a r i o u s  members of t h e  a d o p t i o n  t r i a d .  
Some were g i v e n  referrals t o  g r o u p s  i n  
other s ta tes  whi le  o thers  were happy 
t o  know a b o u t  u s  a n d  to  h a v e  someone 
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  as 
well as b e i n g . p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
cu r ren t ;  efforts  of the  a d o p t i o n  nlovernent. 
H igh l igh t s  i n c l u d e d  t a l k i n g  w i t h  an 
a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  who had r e c e i v e d  h e r  
two c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  Open Adopt ion  
c o n c e p t  b e i n g  offered t h r o u g h  C h i l d  and  
F a n i l y  S e r v i c e s  of T r a v e r s e  C i t y .  P l a n s  
f o r  n e x t  y e a r  ca l l  for  manning t h e  boo th  
f o r  a l l  4 d a y s .  Special t h a n k s  to Ann 

- I n t e r v i e w s  on WMJC Radio, Community 
Focus Program i n  August  

- C o n t r i b u t i o n s  on Sonya  Show d e a l i n g  
w i t h  Open Adopti.on by members of 
A I M  who were i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  

We're AAC . 
Won't You Join 
'What lo t h  is3C'P 

0 A coalition 'of individuals and groups . . 

across North America who care about making 
adoption more open. 

0 .  An ack~owledgement of the many people 
who, on their own or in groups, are working 
toward this goal in 'a variety of ways, . . . . 

a A means of edllcating oursdves about this 
and a channel ttrrough which we can educate 
the rest of the adoption community and the 
general public. 

@ An opportt~nity for groups, large and 
I small, to learn from each other, and lor 

I 
Individuals, whether in a group or not, to 

1 connect up with the larger network. 

How can you join M C ?  
, Groups can become Affiliate Organiza- 
tions ($25) or Sustaining Affiliate 0rganizatio6s 
($100). This does not make their own members 
Individual ~crnt jers of tho AAC. 

Arbor r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of Concerned  U n i t e d  
R i r t h p a r e n t s  who s e c u r e d  t h e  booth space. 
- 
f'or' u s .  

S p e a k i n g  engagements  by v a r i o u s  members 
of A I M  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  few months h a v e  
i n c l u d e d  : 

-Several p r o s p e c t i v e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  
T C -  -- g r o u p s  f a c i l i t a t e d  by C I A  Macomb Cty. 

-Round t a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  MA-PA members 
a t  S t .  L i n u s  Church i n  nearbarn 

Individuals can become Individual Mem- 
bers ($lo), . S~~staining Individual Members 
($20), or Life Individual Members ($150). 

* Checks should be made out to "American 
Adoption congress" and mailed with the form 
below to: 

AAC . . 
A t t n :  D, Brown,  Treasurer 
PtO, Box 44040,  L'Enfant Plza  S 
FJasliii~gton, D , C ,  20026-0040 

Members will receive AAC Publications and 
will be informed of AAG activity within their 
regions. 

- - - " - - - " L + - - - - - r - - - - " " - " - - - - - - - - - - * - -  

"Open Mindslopen ~ecords"  

Name of P a n  or Group 

Malting Clddress: - 
Type of Membership: Indiv. ($10) - Sustaining Indiv. 

($20) - Lila Indiv. ($150) - Atlilinle Org. ($25) 

- Suslng. Org. ($100) - 
Opllcnnl: II an indrvldual. chock all c8twJoriea lh8l oppty. 

I Adopica - Adoptive Prnl. - Rirthpml. - 
1 
I 

Adoplbn Prolesulonnl ,, Other (s(~ecl(y) -- 



AMERlCAN ACBBPTIBN Cg"SNaBE8S 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 
P.O. Box 44040, L'Enfant Plaza Statlon, Washington, D.C. 20028.0040 
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REGION 5 DIRECTOR: E i m a  Thom~son ADDRESS: 0 %  Box 20092. DetroiL MI 4822Q 

(REGION 5 INCLUDES: IN, KY, MI ,  OH & W VA) 

Members who attended the National Con- for  each Triad member and $5 for* each ) ference held in Seattle have returned update thereafter. The Indiana Vital 
w i t h  glowing reports. They seem t o  get 
better each year. Minutes o f  the Con- 
f erence have- recently been received 
and  will be disseminated t o  area leaders 
i n  the near future. If you have any 
specific questions, call Region 5 
Director, Elma Thompson a t  (31 3 )  546-91 75. 

1 Jim Krausmann's i n i t i a l  comment was " I t ' s  
the most emotional 1y drairqing couple 
o f  days you'll ever spend!" S t a r t  making 

Sta t is t ics  Registrar, Anrlabelle Gau, 
will be i n  charge of the Registry. 
Decisions s t i l l  have t o  be made over 
what will be identifying and non- 
identifying information. Those wishing 
further information should contact 
Martha on (21 9)  749-4392. 

In addition, Martha has been working 
over the past 2 years w i t h  the Montgomery - 

plans- to-attend the 1485 conference - County Me1 fare Department speaking t o  
possible location will be sunny Florida. prospective adoptive parents. Mickey 

Carty of Richmond and Martha so  main ta in  
Word has been received from Emma Mae Vilardi thei r  own Reunion Registry w h i c h ,  a t  
tha t  her goal fo r  o b t a i n i n g  a computer f o r  present, has over 3,000 entries and i s  
athe International Soundex ' Registry has the largest one i n  Indiana. 

' "'I 
been reached. YEAH! ~noughcontributions 
have been received t o  date t o  allow her 

1 t o  order an IBM com~uter which she hopes 
t o  have operational' by the f i r s t  of t he  
w a r .  A recent merit-ion o f  the Soundex 

1-1 - ~ i c k i  Bauman and Susan Secchi 
advised t h a t  the mutual consent b i l l  
was defeated i n  the legislature. No 
word about  future efforts  t o  be made a t  

Y 

by Dear Abby in her column has brought  th is  p o i n t .  
another several thousand pieces of mail 
t o  Emla. She sends a big THANK Y O U  t o  They are happy t o  report t h a t  - Linda Cecil, 
a l l  those who helped make her dream (and Founder - of A-Link ,  i s  once again able  
ours) come true, t o  take a n  active p a r t  in the movemenr 

and they extend .to her a special WELCOME 
BACK! I 

-'I- Martha Barrows advised t h a t  a Monthly meetings continue t o  be held on 
su i t  b r o u g h t  by 2. birthparent a g a i n s t  the second Friday of the m o n t h  a t  the 
a Marion County 3udge s t a t i n g  he was being Central Kentucky 51 ood Center i n  Lexington 
discrimjnated against since he could n o t  a t  7:30p.m. In addition, a new chapter 
receive non-identifying in~Fornia1;ion has is  being formed i n  . the - Louisville , - - - .  - - -  are; --a 

led t o  nluch work aver the summer -in formu- Contact Susan Secc 

I 
latiny a S.t;ate Registry. So f a r  t h e  legis- 
l a t i o n  has passed t w o  con~mittees and i s  
ready t o  be p u t  i n t o  bi l l  form. In the 
meantime al'l adopt-ions are a t  a standstil l  
and  requests for inforrria-t-ion must be 1 put  t h r o u g h  the Attorney General ' s  Office. 
?he logist ics o f  the sy-stell], forms and 
fees must s t i l l  be decided b u t  in i t ia l  

a * .  
.a - h i  a t  ( 6 0 6 )  254-7U89 

for  more information. 

A-Link members are also continuing thei r  
open discussions w i t h  prospection adoptive 
parents i n  the Special Needs Program. 

IMICHXGANI- - Joanne Swanson, o f  Roots and 
Reunions no t  only had good news about  her ' reports are t h a t  f i l ing f e e s  will be $50 reunion w i t h  her birth daughter over the i 
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i n  rnanths bu-t a1 so advised she i s  
:,!~rt,51--1g with others i n  the Upper Pennin- 
~ u l a  tct s t  i s  a new sl~pport group 
i~ t l i e  Ircn Mountain aiqea. Ground work 
is being done i n  Septe~nbcr and October 
i d  t:c shouid have a report on t he  i n i -  
i i a l  i7espo;7se i n  o next  newsletter. 
... t f'orgcgt t h a t  Joanne s t i l l  has 
i s  a v ~ i l a b l  e of her original record- 
"13, "Song o f  the Se;:.rch1' available f o r  
$5 4- $1 pos tage  each. You can write her 
2.-i P.aots & ileunions, P .O. Box 121 , L 'A,nse, 
I ' I  I i "  A 4994.5. Gle hope  t o  have more informa- 
t ian on rl;i!ai: other Xich-igan groups  are 
caing i n  our  n$xt issue. 

5 Con 

- The b i g  n?ws, of .course, i s  t h a t  
?I Children i s  hosting the AAC Region 
=?ei-cl,nce 2 the i e a  House irr 

Dayton- on October 20, 19811. ' The workshops 
p;$?rnise'tc be interesting and the chance, 
t o  s h r e  q t  other Triitd members i s  what  
mnkes thzse .events s o  spec-iaf . All Region 
5 AAC members have been previously n o t i -  

I A .  f i q d  0 1  I Conference de t a i l s  and  any 
q~rs t ions  CGTI be directed t o  Joanne Gall 
aL. 5 )  274-8077. Our nex t  newsletter 
,k4!iei 1 mver .,the h %$11 ights or' tile Conference 
: :\ring you t!p-to-date on what's new 
I n  Region 5. 

In add i t - ion ,  Carr'ie Baum reported t h a t  - .. 
roledo av.r;a CUB menrbers are s t i l l  actively 
1 1 1 ~ c t f n g  on me tt15rd Tuesday of the m o n t h  
. L!:? L?ki;-a:.y i i ~  Peri-ysburg a t  7:30 p.m. 
?. .. . :  .i:t:~i:hei* iidviserl t lmt  ASRA (Adoptees 
!'if-:;tr*ck i'iights Associatior;) i s  presently 
-iri l i rbo as f a r  2s mee- t i i ~gs  go but  they - , .  I :. s t  i ? 'I ha txil i ng cr~r~~espondence f o r  .the 
G i - i - i ~  urea. For -further informat ion,  call 
Ca:-ric on (47 9 )  537--9325. 

: b .. L V I R P '  - - .- . ~ I Y T A ~  - El;~ine Cornell was busy over 
' l-.. t u  I '::orliing with the Social Servi,ces 
c:.) revising t !~c W I ~ S ~  Vi~ginia Adoption code 
b y  c d ~ l t  adcl::tees and b i r t h  parents . 
~idr~.! have I o p ~ ~ t * ~ l i t ; i  t y  t o  p u t  informat ion 
i th;-:i.:. .Tiles a t  t h e  respect'rve County 
o r  L : G ~ . I s ~ .  l\d~lj;;ees can :-ION sign a 
I l~lmse Form t o  be g i ven  t o  the birthparents 
: . ,  Rir thpar l r?nts  can p u t  information , into 
.h ', <J 
L I I  . f i 7  P f c r  t;I?t! adopte2 t o  o b t a i n  shoul d . 

::ley wisn ' to do so. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  birth- 

parents are now provided both  legal and 
medical council i n g  d u r i n g  and ' a f te r  t h e i r  
pregnancy p r o v i d i n g  them w i t h  - a1 1 the 
a1 ternatives . 
In mid-September, the Charleston Daily 
Mail did an a r t ic le  on E l a i n  based more 
on her feelings as an adoptee rather 
t h a n  on-her search (which had been done 
ea r l i e r ) .  A t  present there are no groups 
meet-ing i n  k!est \firyinia, however, Elaine 
would be happy t o  assis t  anyone who would 
1 i ke t o  get one started. You can reach 
her a t  (304) 722-2539 b u t  do so soon as 
she inay be moving by the e n d  o f  the year. 
She continues t o  provide search support 
on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .  

' @ ~ O D  MEWS - ALL ? J ~ L  
.I 

U I I ' E E R ~ ~  

Many will be ahocked to find, 
When' tlte day sf judgment nrsaxarsi!, 

That there ic a elpecfnl grllac~ fn heaven 
Set ~sidi i  A OF 1?01unte~$da 

 urni is had wfth big recliners, 
Sat in catncl~ea anci f ootntaols; 

Where theres s no cornittee chniqna, 
No group leadera or carpools, 

No, eager temi &hat neede a coach, 
No bazaar and no bake ~ a l . . ~ ;  

There will be nothing t o  eatap%@ . 
Not one thing to fold or mil. 

Telephone f i s t o  w f l i  be outlawed, 
But B finger enap w i l l  brtng 

Cool drinks and gouxmet dimare 
And rare fea~ta E:tt fox R king. 

You ask, "Who w 5 l . l  nerve thene privi~eged fro 
And vark fax all they're, worth?." 

Why  all,' t tao~c who reaped the  benef i ts  
and NOT ONCE ~iobunteer@d on earth. 

Borrowed - Norma Johnson, . Junior Dir 
Worn!: 's Cl ub !?iwsl e t tm 

, . . . . - , . .  . . 
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