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WE F O U N D .  . . . . 
Edi to r s  for  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r .  Robin 

Hanson i s  an  adoptee who h a s  found h e r  
b i r t h m o t h e r ,  a long w i t h  t w o  sisters 
and a b r o t h e r .  H e r  r eun ions  have been 
very p o s i t i v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  forming 
a n  ongoing r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h e r  b i r t h -  
f a m i l y ,  Robin ' s  s ea r ch  has  a l s o  made 
possible a reunion w i t h  h e r  e s t r a n g e d  
a d o p t i v e  fami ly .  Although she  con- 
t i n u e s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  h e r  b i r t h f a t h e r ,  
s h e  now f e e l  that nothing i s  missing 
from her l i f e .  

Marge Lee is an adoptee  who found 
b o t h  o f  her b i r t h p a r e n t s  ( n o t  t o g e t h e r )  
on t h e  same day. She and her b i r t h -  
father have a ca sua l  ongoing relat-  
i o n s h i p .  Although she  and h e r b i r t h -  
m o t h t r  have decided n o t  t o  con t i nue  a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  Marge now h a s  a s e n s e  of 
comple t ion  i n  h e r  l i f e .  She f e e l s  h e r  
t i e s  w i t h  h e r  adopt ive  fami ly  have been 
s t r e n g t h e n e d .  1 n - s p i t e  of t h e  p a i n  
associated w i t h  an unsucess fu l  r eun ion ,  
Marge s a y s  t h a t  she  would do it a l l  
o v e r  a g a i n  for  t h e  growth s h e  h a s  ex- 
p e r i e n c e d  from having answers.  

MARY J O  VISITS ABA 

A t  t h e  February 6 t h  meeting,  ABA 
w a s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  have Mary Jo R i l l e ra ,  
a u t h o r  of The Adoption Searchbook, as 
o u r  g u e s t  and speaker .  Mary Jo,  an 
adop t ee  and a b i r thmother ,  has  been 
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  adopt ion movement for 
t e n  y e a r s .  She is p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
T r i a d o p t i o n  L ib ra ry  i n  Westminster ,  
CA, a f a c i l i t y  i n  which v o l u n t e e r s  
work t o  g a t h e r  and c r o s s  r e f e r e n c e  
records of a l l  t ypes  p e r t i n e n t  to  
adop t ion .  The l i b r a r y  makes adopt-  
i o n  in fo rma t ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  anyone, 
and e n a b l e s  networking between the  

Coming Events 
COME TOGETHER' 84 

The Tr i adop t ion  L ibra ry  w i l l  ho ld  
it's annual  'Come Together '  Conferor 
ence  a t  t h e  Disneyland Hote l  i n  
Anaheim, CA, on Saturday,  March 31. 
A r e g i s t r a t i o n  form is on t h e  l a s t  
page of o u r  news l e t t e r .  For cax- 
p o o l i n g  in format ion  c o n t a c t  Marge, 
965-9530, San ta  Barbara; Alberta ,  
482-8667, Camari l lo ;  o r  Mary Lou, 
583-4306, Simi. 

CQNEJO VALLEY GENEOLOGICAL SOCIETY... 
w i l l  meet o t  t h e  Thousand Oaks 

L i b r a r y  on J a n s s  Road, T o o . ,  on  
Tuesdav, March 13. a t  6:3O a.m,, There 
w i l l  be a section f o r  adopkeeW s. 

FUTURE MEETINGS w i l l  be... 
A p r i l  2nd 
May 7 t h  
June  4 t h  

"I FOUND" 

Leonard aohnson, a b i r t h f a t h e r ,  
found h i s  18 yea r  old son i n  C o l u m b i a ,  
MO, a f t e r  on ly  two months of s e a r c h i n g .  
H e  r e ce ived  informat ion  c o n t a i n i n g  h i s  
s o n ' s  unusual  adopt ive  name. "The rest 
w a s  e a sy" ,  s ays  Leonard. H e  has n o t  
made f i r s t  c o n t a c t  y e t .  W e ' l l  be eage r  
t o  h e a r  how it goes.  Cong ra tu l a t i ons ,  
Leonard,  and a  s p e c i a l  thanks  t o  t h e  
b i r t h f a t h e r s  who choose t o  g e t  involved!  

JUST A THOUGHT 

"To be i g n o r a n t  of what occured before 
you i s  t o  remain always a c h i l d .  For 
what i s  t h e  worth o f  human l i f e ,  u n l e s s  
it is woven i n t o  t h e  l i f e  of o u r  an- 
c e s t o r s  by t h e  records  of h i s t o r y "  

C ice ro  
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I Mary Jo.. . 
( c o n ' t  from p.1)  

t h r e e ' h u n d r e d  d i f f e r e n t  s e a r c h  g r o u p s  
i n  t h e  world. I t  h a s  become a v e r y  
v a l u a b l e  t oo l  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  movement. 
Mary Jo s p e n t  some t i m e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
t h e  l i b r a r y  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  side of 
t h e  a d o p t i o n  movement. She  t h e n  s h i f t -  
ed g e a r s  t o  d e l v e  i n t o  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  
s i d e .  She  s t r e s s e d  t h e  impor t anc , e  of 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  y o u r  h e a r t ,  of t h e  n e -  
c e s s i t y  for  g r o u p  s u p p o r t ,  and t h e  
power of love.  She  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  
book s h e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t i n g ,  ca l l ed  
A d o p t i o n  E n c o u n t e r ,  k h i c h  looks a t  t h e  
e m o t i o n a l  i s s u e s  w e  a l l  face. S h e  
ended w i t h  t w o  s l i d e  shows. One w a s  
q u i t e  in format ive ,  ahd t a l k e d  about 
t h e  o r i g i n s  of v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  a d o p t i o n .  The o t h e r  was 

- v e r y  t o u c h i n g ,  showing r e u n i o n  p i c t u r e s  
accompanied  by t h e  s o n g ,  " W e '  re T o g e t h e r  
N o w " ,  wh ich  was. w r i t t e n  f o r  Mary Jo  by 
he r  husband ,  Steve ' b u t c h '  R i l l e r a .  
A l l  i n  a l l  Mary Jo t o u c h e d  o u r  l i v e s  
i n  a v e r y  spec ia l  way t h a t  e v e n i n g .  

I POL I T I CAL NOTES 

THE House i n  Vermont p a s s e d  l e ~ i s -  
l a t i o n  as of F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1984 ,  t h a t  
a l lows  t h e  release of c o n f i d e n t i a l  
a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s  i f  t h e  a d o p t e e  i s  
2 1 ,  and  both t h e  a d o p t e e  and  t h e  
b i r t h p a r e n t  have  s i g n e d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
of w a i v e r  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t o  be r e l e a s e d .  
THE Supreme C o u r t s  r u l e d  6-3 t h a t  a n  
u n m a r r i e d  f a t h e r  w i t h  no " p e r s o n a l  
o r  f i n a n c i a l  l i n k "  t o  h i s  o f f s p r i n g  
n e e d  n o t  be infQrmed when t h e  m o t h e r  
p u t s  t h e  c h i l d  up f o r  a d o p t i o n .  

1. Keep a  f i l e  of y o u r  s e a r c h .  
2 .  Keep a r e c o r d  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

o r d e r  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  you do. 
3 .  Make c o p i e s  of a l l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  

W e  would l i k e  t o  welcome t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
new m e ~ b e r s  t o  ABA: 

L i n d a  P .  
P e t e  W .  
Donna B.  
Rosemary B .  
Daren S. 
K a t h l e e n  Y .  
Anna T .  
Barbara R. 
Karen J .  

S t a c e y  S. 
Leonard J. 
Maride th  B .  
J o y  W 
~ h a r l e s  J. 
Marry H .  
Mary P .  
D o l o r e s  R .  

WORTHWHILE READING 

THE ADOPTION SEARCHBOOK 
Mary Jo  R i l l e r a  

T h i s  book c o n t a i n s  sample documents  
example  r e q u e s t  l e t t e r s  and spec i f ic  
g u i d a n c e  i n  t h e  "HOW-TO'S" o f  s e a r c h  
Cox' a i l  t h r e e  sides of t h e  a d o p t i o n  
t r i a d .  A v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  T r i a d o p t i o n  
L i b r a r y ,  7 5 7 1  Wes tmins t e r  A v o  - .  w e s t -  
m i n s t e r ,  CA 92683. ($10 p l u s  $ 1  
P o s t a g e )  
TO LOVE AND LET GO 

Suzanne  A r m s  

I n  t h i s  work a b o u t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
of a d o p t i o n ,  c h o o s i n g  and r e f u s i n g ,  
A r m s  i n t r o d u c e s  u s ,  t h r o u g h  words 
and  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  t o  a v a r i e d  c a s t . o f  
a d o p t i o n  p . a r t i c i p a n t s .  (Knopf:$14.95)  

SEARCH ADS 

BIRTHMOTHER s e a r c h i n g  f o r  w h i t e  male 
b o r n  5-26-63, B o o t h  Memorial H o s p i t a l ,  
P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Bir thname:  E r i c  L e e  
Walker .  Please write t o  Dolores 
Romero, %ABA. 

OUR STAFF 

ALBERTA SOREi3SEN , Director 
MARY LOU KOZUB,  A s s i s t a n t  Director 
DOLORES MILLER , T r e a s u r e r  
PAT MOFFETT, P u b l i c i t y  
L I N D A  MYERS, Membership C o o r d i n a t o r  
R O B I N  HANSON,  E d i t o r  
W R G E  LEE,  E d i t o r  



I c a n n o t  l ook  back 
f a r  enough,  

n o r  c a n  I go beyond 
t h e  g r o v e  of trees 
t h a t  s i t  l i k e  rows 

of ghosts  
f e n c i n g  m e  off 
from w h a t e v e r  pas t  
I may or may n o t  have 

H e  m i g h t  be 
j u s t  beyond those trees 
o r  beyond a n o t h e r  dozen 
rws of unmarked p i n e ,  
b u t  where ,  

which tree? 

C o m e  forward, damn you 
and  be r e c o g n i z e d  

I on ly  want  
t o  see y o u r  e y e s  
and p rove  t h a t  t h e y  

match mine. 

I d o n ' t  want from you 
y o u r  name 

I ' m  s a t i s f i e d  I have  it. 
I ' l l  make no  c l a i m  
on your  i n s u r a n c e .  
T e l l  you r  newer h e i r s  

t h e y  can  r e l a x .  

I ' l l  be sa t i s f ied  t o  
touch  you once  
s o  t h a t  I can  

p u t  an  end 
t o  my beg inn ing .  

and  h e a r t .  
S t r e t c h  o u t  y o u r  hand Rod McKuen, 

t o  m e  "FINDING MY FATHER-ONE 

and mine w i l l  come back MAN'S SEARCH FOR IDENTITY'' 

t o  you i n  r e t u r n .  

Open Arms Quarterly 
P.O. Box 1522 
North Platte, NE 69101 

Open Arms includes in each issue 
articles, issues, opinions and true 
stories from within the adobtion tri- 
angle, as well as search ads. Fee: 
$6 for a one year subscription. 
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SEARCH A S S I S T A N T S  A N D  C A R I N G  N U M B E R S  
Please feel free to call any of the 
following piople for assistance or 
emotional support: 

Alberta Sorensen, adoptee 
805-482-8667 
Mary Lou Kozub, significant other 
805-583-4306 
Marge Lee, adoptee 
805-965-9530 
Robin Hanson, adoptee 
805-649-2424 
Dolores Miller, adoptee 
805-659-2529 
Dolores Romero, birthmother 
805-682-5199 
Charlie Johnson, adoptee 
805-492-1479 
Joy Walls, adoptee 
805-652-1339 
Barbara Rockwood, adoptee 
805-987-5849 

S a t u r d a y ,  MARCH 31, Boni ta  Tower--Disneyland Hotel 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 

REGISTRATION 
9:00 - 1 1 : O O  a .m.  

OPENING SESSION 
1 1 : O O  - 1:00 p.m. 

SESSION ONE 
Sea rch  C l a s s  
Sou l  Mates 

Lobby 

Garden Room 

Santa  C a t a l i n a  Room 
Santa  Rosa Room 

Beyond The Shadows Santa Barbara  Room 
International Soundex Reunion Registry 1: 00 - 2: 20 p.m. 
1SR.R Recristrar FREE TIME FOR LUNCH 

d - 

Emma May Vilardi 2:30 - 3:so p.m.  

Post Office Box 2312 
SESSION TWO 
Being Found 

Carson City, Nevada 89702 Santa  C a t a l i n a  Room 
T e l l i n g  Your Family Santa Rosa Room 
Being Xn The Middle  

The International Soundex Registry Santa  Barbara  Room 
4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

is a confidential and voluntary ident- Looking TO The F u t u r e  
Show & T e l l  Santa  C a t a l i n a  Room 

ification system. If you have comp- 
X o  Be Announced San t a  Rosa - Room 

leted your search, o r  find new infor- 5:oo - 5:30 p.m. Santa  Barbara   ROO^ 
mation, write to them so they can up- RECEPTION ~ n b b y  
date their files. If YOU wish to join * c a n c e l l a t i o n  P o l i c y  Requi res  4 8  Hours 
you can get registration forms from N6tice Fo r  Refund. 
Alberta. There is no fee. 

D ssp r porwn PREREGISTRATION 

TRIADOPTION L I BRARY oceived by Morch IS. 1984 
0 $35 p r porson LATE RE GIST RAT^^ 

CONFERENCE REGISTRAT ION a f so available a1 the door 

. D SIS per prson PRESENTORS 

PLEASE L I S T  WORKSHOP YOU WISH 

NAME: TO ATTEND 

SESSION 

ADDRESS :  ONE^ 

t WOl 
CITY: STATE : ZIP : - h 

THREE1 . 
i 

PHONE: AMOUNT 
ENCLOSED $ 

Make C h e c k s  Payable t o  T r i a d o p t i o n  L i b r a r y  
Inc., P.O. Box 638, W e s t m i n s t e r ,  CA 92681 
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