
O F  , H O L I D A Y  G R E E T I N G S  ! ! I  T H E  B E S T  , 

. . . , 

. . .  E i  leen ~ t e w a  i t  a n d  ' her ' b i r t  hmother . . '  

O lga A1 v i  no.  and- her'. t w o  daughters , . ' ,  

Ne.i:.l Zev i t z  and h i s b i r.thmother/s.i bs 
S h a r o n ~ . : G e i g e r  and h e r .  b i  rthmother . ' 

. . 
~i chael 'wins ted and h i ' s  b i r t  hmot he r .  
Margaret p e r k i n s  and' her .son 
~ a c h e i .  S i l v e r  a n d h e r  b i  rthmother 
Bein i:ce Loschen and h e r  son. . . .  

Mickey G iano la  and. h e r .  bro ther  
. . .  Beth :and h e r  'daughter - .  . . . .  . . . . .  

: ~ a g ~  i e . ~ o u n t  rymail and : her ,daughter' 
. , 

. . .  L.. . ;piul  sonand .;h:i.s. b i  r'thmo'the'r I :'. , . 

~ a n e a n d  J e i r y  E i ck w i : t h  t h e i  r son 
. . 

TrOy  and h is  b i  r thfathe:r  . ,  ' 

. . 
. . . . . . 

. . E .:: Mande 1 1  ' , a n d  her b ro  t'her ',  . .  . . 
. . . .  . . 

. . .  . . . . . . . .  . . 
. , .  . , .  . .  . . . . . 

. . . . .  . . .  . . . , .  

'SPECIAL:. SPEA'~;ER MEETING . , 

. . 

~ . ~ . ( ~ e n e )  Moore, M.D. and an a d u l t  
adoptee w i t h  a completed search w i l l  
be the specia l  guest speaker a t  the  
January 8th meeting. Moore has been 
working w i t h  adoptees throughout h i s  
p r a c t i c e  and w i l l  speak t o  a l l  members 
o f  the  t r i a n g l e  on "The Psychology 
o f  Adoption. " We a l l  a re  hoping f o r  
a g rea t  turnout  and w i t h  your support,  

1 1  1 ... we w i l l  have grea t  Meeting 

THANKSG.1VING A REAL BLESSING - 
T W O  o f  our reun ions have developed 
i n t o  ex t ra  specia l  r e l a t i onsh ips .  On 
Thanksgiving week E i leen  Stewart, her 
adoptive'  mother, E i l een ' s  husbgnd and 
two ch i 1 dren t rave led  t o  Louis i ana 
fo r  Thanksgiving d inner  w i t h  E i l e e n ' s  
b i  r th fami  l y .  Mona Bress ler  ,and her 
adopt ive parents f lew t o  B u t l e r ,  P A  
f o r  a Thanksgiving ho l iday  w i t h  Mona's 
eni  t r e  b i r t h  fami ly .  

Most people never dream tha t  t h i s  type 
o f  reunion and r e l a t i o n s h i p  a re  few 
and f a r  between, but we t h i n k  i t  i s  
the shape o f  th ings t o  come. 

American.Adoption Congress ho1dsConference 

The 1984 R e g i o n  7 AAC c o n f e r e n c e  was h e l d  
i n  Eau C l a i r e ,  W i s c o n s i n .  I t  was  a s m a l l  
c o n f e r e n c e  b u t  much was l e a r n e d ,  e s p e c i a l -  
l y  a b o u t  "OPEN A D O P T I O N " .  The C a t h o l i c  
C h a r i t i , e s  o f  Green  Bay, W ~ s c o n s i n  h a s '  
been  d o i n g  o p e n  a d o p t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
now, w i t h  " N O  HARMFUL EFFECTS1' on  e i t h e r  
a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s ,  b i r t h p a r e n t s  o f  a d o p t e e s  

. . 

Gu:est . s p e a , k e r s w e r e  f r o m  T r u t h ,  Seeke.rs .  i n  
: ~ d o ~ t ' b n , ,  B a  r h a  r a  Gonyo ; P r e s , .  a n d  L i n d a :  

, . . . . . 
I . . ,  . B r o w n . , .  . t h e r a p  i s t  .: . D r . .  :Gene C.; Moore ,  a n  .: 

, . . '  
a d o p t e e  and  a p s y c h i  a t  r:i s t  . . s p o k e  o n  . t h e  ' ,  .: 

i:ssties .. . . : t h a t  f a c e  t h e  A d u l  t A d o p t e e . .  . . 

. . .  . . . . .  . . .  . , , .  . 
. . .  . . 

. . . . . .  

T h e .  k ! e y ' n o t , e  s p e a k e r  was ' y o u r ~ s  .. t r u l y  and ,..: 

: .  . . . .  I, a m , g , l  . . a d t o  s ' a y  i t . .  was m o v  inb ' , '  a n d .  y e t  a ,'. 

,. 

: m e s s a g e  . . . . w a s  r e c i e v e : d . a s  t;o. t h e f e e l  i n g s  t h  
p r o f e s s  . . i o n a l  r e s e a  & h e r s  . . .  g o .  t h r o u g h  :when . ' '  

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o t h e r s .  . . . . . .  , , . 

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d e r s  f o r ,  n e x t  Oct.. 1y85  
when t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  be  h e l d  i n  t h e  
' w i n d y  c i t y '  o f  C h i c a g o .  

THE OPEN ARMS QUARTERLY is n'owl PEOPLE FINDE 

B l a i r  Ha l lens te in ,  has purchased The Open Arms 
Q u a r t e r l y  from Bob O'Del l .  This  could mean wonder 
f u l  th ings  f o r  a l l  members o f  the  t r i a n g l e .  

People Finders i s  a na t iona l  magazine, publ ished 
monthly, f o r  the  purposes o f  f i n d i n g  people. I t  
i s  based 3n Batavia, I L  and w i l l  be found on a11 
newstands n a t i o n a l l y  by January 1985. There a re  
many d i f f e r e n t  types o f  ads t o  be placed. Some o f  
the categor ies a re  1) missing chi  ldren,2) o l d  
f r iends  from the  past ,  3) c lass reuniones, 4) mis- 
s ing  h e i r s ,  5) adoptee/bi r th fami  l y .  ' For more i n f o  
mation, contact  People Finders, P.O. Box 651 
Batavia, I L  60510. 

This i s  a. great  oppor tun i ty  t o  reach hundreds o f  
thousands o f  missing b i  r t h f a m i . 1 ~  members. People 
a re  so mobi le t h a t  you can be born i n  one p lace 
and have 1 ived i n  three more c i t i e s  before  you are 
found. 

David K i r k ,  author o f  "Shared Fate1[ A b i g  thanks t o  Bob O'Del l  f o r  h i s  s t a r t i n g  

sheds great  l i g h t  on t h i s  sub jec t .  the  Open Arms Quar ter ly .  . ~ 

P.O. BOX 205 ROUND LAKE, ILLINOIS 60073 (3 1 21 546-34 1 7 



During the past  18 months, from the incept ion  o f  Tracers, Ltd.,  u n t i l  today, I never 
dreamed t h a t  we would have been ab le  t o  he lp  so many people. With each case, I became 
more aware of  why people search, what t h e i r  fears  are, how long i t  takes t o  make the  

1 

dec is ion  t o  begin, and the  j o y  of the reunion, I have ta l ked  w i t h  people u n t i l  midnight ,  
t r y i n g  t o  r e l i e v e  anx ie ty ,  c r i e d  over cof fee,  and de l i gh ted  when p i c t u r e s  come from a 
newlty found b i r t h f a m i l y  member. I t  i s  important t o  me t o  share these th ings  w i t h  people 
I he lp ,  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  you about our  reunions: Since August o f  1983, I have reun i ted  63 f a m i l i e s  
t h a t  had been separated by t he  adoption process. 33 o f  those were f o r  adoptees, 3 males 
30 females: 4 were f o r  searches pa id  f o r  by adopt ive parents f o r  t h e i r  ch i l d ren :  26 were 
f o r  b i r thmothers.  O f  the 63 reunions, 60 had very p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s .  The 'nega t i ve i1  
react ions were: one b i r thmother  had d ied  a t  t he  age o f  28, one b i r thmother  denied being 
the mother, and one b i r thmother  sa id  she was the  mother but  wanted no contact .  That i s  a 
95% p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  w i t h  ongoing re la t i onsh ips .  No negat ive r e s u l t s  w i t h  b i r thmothers  
doing the  searching. 

.. ,  . , . . . . . . . . . .  
. . 

. . . .  
. . 

. . . . 
. . ,  

, . . . . . . .,. . . ' " . "  .. ' ,  . , . , . . ~. . . . ,  

T h e  average search takes anywhere f rom' th ree  to .  s  i x 'nibt-iths. The ,  s h o r t e s t .  we. h8"e : ever had.;.': 
w a s  5 d a y s  and was fo r  a bir thmofher of a n  18 year. o l d  boy.':  he 1 o n ~ e i ~ ' w a s f o r  ' a  b ' i r thmot t  

. . .  . . .  . , . . 
. . . .  . .  , . . .  w i  t h , a : 2 0  year o l d ~ s o n  a n d  h e r ' s  took,  9, months. 3 '  . . . '  ., 

. . , . _ . .  1 < ' . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... . . .  

. . 
. . .  . . . .  . . . . .  

. . . . 
. . .  

. . ! , , . . . . . .  , ,:  an^' o f .  these i dop tees  'were 'from ' imported . , .  i ' .mothers .  : I h a v e  ;found m a n y ~ f a m i i i  es 's&t the . i $ . 

. . .  :daughters away from where they. 1 i ved t o  the .'Chi:cago. a rea  .: To d a t e  w e  havefound o u r  b i  rth-: 
. mothers 1 i v i n g  in   exa as, l nd iana ,  Louis i a n a ,  Michigan, Cal i f o r n i a ,  W i  scons'in . . .  a n d  . . .  . ~ r . i  zoria.";~~~?:~ 

. . . . .  

. , '  These 'women n e v e r  dreamed they c o u l  d b e  found and :were gl a d  t o  . know . that:;.thtire . , . , a r e  ways t o .  
. . . . .  . . . . . . search. . . .  . . 

, 

Most b i r thmothers who were found f e l t  they had .no r i g h t  t o  search, but  hoped t h a t  t h e i r  
c h i l d  would come look ing f o r  them some day. A l l  bu t  two had remarr ied and had c h i l d r e n  . 
t h a t  were e i t h e r  f u l l  o r  h a l f  s i b l i n g s  t o  the  adoptee. 

What about the  Adoptee? Most o f  our adoptees tee tered  on the  b r i n k  o f  would they be r e j e c t €  
o r  would they be accepted? Questions l i k e ,  'what: w i l l  they expect? W i l l  I be t h i n  enough, 
how do I a c t ?  What do I say? kept cropping up. I j u s t  kept t e l l i n g  them to  be themselves. 

P.doptive Parents: A la rge  percent o f  the  adopt ive parents were upset t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
were searching. Somehow i t  was as though . they had f a i l e d  as parents,  o r  d i d n ' t  show enough 

- love,  o r  were a f r a i d  they would lose t h e i r  c h i l d .  Many were angry, q u i t e  a few were n e v e r .  

t o l d ,  but  o f  those who found ou t ,  they l i v e d  i n  f ea r  f o r  the  f i r s t  s i x  to  e i g h t  months. 
I n  almost every case, once the search was complete, t he  adoptee became c lose r  t o  t h e i r  
adopt i ve pa ren t s . 
For Those Born A f t e r  1964 i n  I l l i n o i s :  I t  i s  important f o r  you t o  note  t h a t  these searches 
are  much more d i f f i c u l t ,  and usua l l y  take longer. 

WHY P l CK TRACERS, LTD. , -- - TO. DO YOUR SEARCH? -- 
Tracers, Ltd. ,  i s  a  pro fess iona l  research f i r m  w i t h  a success r a t e  o f  over 95%. Our s t a f f  
o f  researchers use the most e f f e c t i v e  searching techniques ava i l ab le .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  our 
research s t a f f ,  we have two pro fess iona l  t he rap i s t s  who o f f e r  several  types o f  counsel ing 
t o  our  c l i e n t s .  As members o f  the adoption t r i a n g l e ,  t h e i r  serv ices a re  inva luab le  t o  
those w i t h  problems r e s u l t i n g  from adoption. Our monthly meetings a re  open t o  the p u b l i c  
and memberships are ava i l ab le .  We a l s o  o f f e r  searching assistance i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  ways. 

Someone once asked me why they thought we had such a good success ra te?  My answer was and' 
s t i l l  i s  " we don ' t  stop u n t i l  we f ind . "  

Searching Tips:  
1 )  The In te rna t iona l  Soundex Reunion Regi.stry PO Box 2312 Carson C i t y ,  NV 89702 
2 The ALMA Regis t ry  PO Box 154,  Washington Br idge S ta t ion ,  N.Y.,  N.Y. 10033 

"Searchina i n  I 1  1 ino is l '  handbook f o r  $13.00 avai l a b l e  a t  Tracers, L td .  
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( B E C K Y  . B . , .  I )(BY .. age . 594, . - Adoptee- .born in:, 1 . 1 , 1. i nd,is,. in C a  l:i forn i .a '  MED ;~cAL':sEARcH.::,!~ 

. . 

Becky. . . came t o  Tracers, . L t d . . ,  f o r  ,he1 p a f t e r  searchi:ng f i v e  . . . . .  years.-or i  her  own.: , , Her b:i r thmotha . . . .  ., ,.. ,.j , .. 
. . , ,. 

. . . . . .  . w a s p i i t .  o f  theor . i g ' i na l "OrphanTra in .  She ( the  bir thmother.)  and. her .  b r o t h e r ,  and s i s t e r ,  j!: . . : ..:$ 
. . ,  were p 1 aced i n  an orphanage when they were 6, 8 and' 14.. When patsy ( t h e '  b i  rt 'hmothei) :went ,. . ::? ... 

t o  work: a s  a m a i d  i n  the home o f  a 'farmer a t  t h e  a g e  o f  15, shewas a t t a c k e d b y  a 45 year' . : : %  . . .  ~ 

01 d farm hand. The r e s u l t  w a s  a female ch i  l d  - Becky ~ i x b y . :  Si'nce : J u l y  .we  h a v e  found out', '.':,:';: 
who. herlmo'ther is/was, who she marr ied,  t h a t  shehad :o the r  . . c h i l d r e n  andwe a re  . . , v e r y c l o s e  . . '..."':: 

. . . . . . .  i : 
. . to . ,complet ing t h i s  case:.. . . . .... ..,. .., ,. . 2 . 

SPECIAL NOTE: BECKY BIXBY HAS CANCER, M.S. AND CROHN'S DISEASE. SHE HAS PASSED THESE 
HEREDITARY ILLNESSES TO HER CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN. SHE WOULD LIKE TO MEET MEMEBERS' 
OF HER BIRTHFAMILY BEFORE SHE PASSES ON. SHE I S  OUR OLDEST ADOPTEE. 

, 
EMILY MATHIS- age 35- Bir thmother o f  c h i l d  born 20 years ago. MEDICAL SEARCH 

Emi  l y  came t o  Tracers, Ltd. ,  fo r  he lp  a f t e r  searching w i t h  another group and f i n d i n g  no 
r e s u l t s .  Her mother, s i s t e r ,  and one o f  her daughters as we11 as she s u f f e r  from a s leeping 
d isorder  c a l l e d  NARCOPLEPSY. The cour ts  o f  Cook County d i d  no t  t h i n k  t h i s  was s u f f i c i e n t  
reason t o  open h i s  sealed record. Found her  son j u s t  a f t e r  h i s  20th  b i r t hday  and r i g h t  I :  

before Christmas. - 
. . . . . . .  , .. . ,  . .  

. . .  . .  , ,  . . . . . .  . . . . ' , , SPEC:IAL NOTE :, E M  I LY'S STORY MADE THE FRONT PAGE ;OF THE C H  l CAGOSUNDAY :.SUN-TI M E S  , , .  ,ON . : 1 -8-8.g . .,;, 

Emily :has three daughters from; another . . marr iage. . . The fami l y  . h a s  . conti,nued.wi t h  an ongo'ing;:i:;:${ . . . . . . .  
..... . : .A$  

. . . . . . . . 
'' re1 a t i  ohs h i  p . . . . . . . . .  

. ' .  : ..i.;!: 
' 6  

. . .  . ,  . . , ' 

. . . . . . . .  , . .  . . . . . . . . ' .  
... 

..:'.,i 
. . . . . . ,. . . ', i . :  . . . . . . . . 

. . . . .:'ELLIN:'BRESSLER- Adoptive Mother. o f ~ o n a  age 21- Adopted p r i v a t e l y  i n  Ch icago as a'.newkior$ . . .  : ,. . :.,.: 
.... . ~ ' 1 . 1  i n  a n d  'Mona came t o  ~ r a c e r s , , :  ~ t d  . ,  a f t e r  reading t h e  s to ry  abou t  Emi ly and h e i  s o n .  Mona-'j4 . . . . .  . . . . . .  ,, ,:: 

. parents were: marr ied when  she wasp laced  f o r  adoption.. ~ e r .  b i r t h f a t h e r ' , . d i d k t : w a n t  to..lef;>:!, 
her go. When t h e s e a r c h  was comple'ted, Mona l s f a the r  ea1:le.d he ' r  b e f o r e  h e r  b i r thmother  . . di'di.i . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  
i f .  

,..,. 
. . . . . . . . .  Th i s  : p a s t  Thanksgiving ~ o n a  and her  adopt ive parents f l e w  t o  'Pennsylvania t o  'spend t h e  ' 

. - (  

. . .  . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . I  . . 
.' ho.1 iday ' w i t h  Mona's b i  r t h f a m i l  . . y. . . , . . . ., . . . . . . .  . . '. :;:, 

i i  . i; 
, . . . .,.... 

' I  i 

SPECIAL NOTE: MONA'S STORY MADE THE FRONT PAGE OF'THE SUNDAY C H I C A G O  SUN-TIME ON 4-1 -84 
The experience o f  doing a search w i t h  the he lp  o f  the adopt ive parents opened the  eyes o f  
o the r  parents. As a r e s u l t ,  E l l i n  Bress ler ,  A.C.S.W., has become one o f  the  the rap is ts  
fo r  Tracers, Ltd.  

. JANE AND JERRY FICK- BIRTHPARENTS- age 38- surrendered t h e i r  c h i l d  when they were both , 

17 and unmarried. Jane came t o  Tracers, Ltd. ,  on a r e f e r r a l  from Tru th  Seekers i n  Adoption., 
She and Je r ry  marr ied l a t e r .  There f i r s t  son born a f t e r  t h e i r  marr iage was born prematurely 
and died.  Jane knew i t  was God's way o f  punishing her  f o r  g i v i n g  up Tiin.' They had another 
son and three daughters. I n  December, they were reun i ted  w i t h  t h e i r  son Jay. Jay was born 
here. and-ra- ised i n  ' New York. He has three f u l l  s i s t e r s  and one f u l l  b ro ther .  

SPECIAL NOTE: JANE AND JERRY COME FROM A SMALL TOWN OF 500 PEOPLE. I T  I S  A FARMING 
COMMUNITY I N  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. THE SAME TOWN THAT WOULD NOT HAVE UNDERSTOOD 20 YEARS AGO 
I S  SHARING THE DELIGHT OF JANE AND JERRY'S FINO. AMAZING HOW ATTITUDES CHANGE, I S N ' T  I T ?  

GEORGE CHAPFELL, JR- adoptee- age 44- surrendered i n  D e t r o i t -  adopted p r i v a t e l y  t o  an 
Eng l i sh  couple- Was ra ised  as an on l y  c h i l d .  George began h i s  search a t  age 42. His  search 
was the f i r s t  t h a t  Tracers, Ltd. ,  completed and was made f o r  medical reasons as we11 as 
cur ious i t y  t o  know what h i s  background was. Search took 5 months and on J u l y  4, 1982 the 
fami ly  was reun i ted  i n  San Diego. 

SPEC IAL NOTE: GEORGE'S SEARCH FOR w I s B I RTHFATHER TOOK TOO LONG. HI s B I RTHFATHER DI E D '  ' 
OF CANCER, THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE SEARCH WAS OVER. DEALING WITH DEATH I S  NOT AN EASY 
SITUATION AND THE QUESTION I '  WHY D I D  I WAIT SO LONG"? WAS AN ISSUE FOR A VERY LONG TIME. 
GEORGE LEADS THE SPECIAL GROUP --- FOR MEN ONLY, AND DOES PUBLIC SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS. 

"EMPTY WORDS" - - 
Give'yourse1 F t ime,  y o u ' l l  fo rge t  

I f she would have wanted you, she would have kept you 

I don ' t  look l i k e  anyone, why not? 
I c a n ' t  search u n t i l  my adopt lve parents a re  dead. 
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We a re  pleased t o  ad ivse  you thatwe always have d e s i r a b l e  babies fo r  adopt ion.  T h e i r  
ages range from a few days o l d  t o  severa l  weeks, and we o f f e r  for  adopt ion o n l y  f i n e ,  
hea l thy  babies of good parentage. We know you can make a s a t i s f a c t o r y  s e l e c t i o n  from these 
babies. 

I t  i s  necessary t o  f i l l  ou t  t he  enclosed a p p l i c a t i o n  b lank.  Return t o  us w i t h  t h ree  
l e t t e r s  of re ference and $5.00 f o r  f i l i n g  fee. We w i l l  adv ise you when t o  come f o r  t h e  
baby. Do n o t  come u n t i l  we n o t i f y  you. I t  i s  impossib le t o  say j u s t  how long i t  w i l l  be 
before we n o t i f y  you* t o  come, bu t  we w i l l  do our. bes t  t o  ge t  a . l ove l y  baby f o r  you a t  t he  
e a r l i e s t  poss i b l e  t ime. 

The Court p r e f e r s  one l e t t e r  from a m i n i s t e r ,  i f  poss ib le  and the  o t h e r  two from lawyers 
doctors ,  bankers, o r  good business men. Have the  l e t t e r s  mention bo th  you and your husband 
What t h e  cou r t  wants t o  know i s  t h a t  you a re  people of  good moral s tand ing and a re  phys ica l  
and f i n a n c i a l l y  a b l e  t o  care  f0.r a c h i l d .  The adopt ion can be arranged i n  one day i f  d e s i r  
The t o t a l  cos t  o f  adopt ion,  i i i c l ud i ng  cou r t  c c s t s  and blood t e s t s ,  i s  Forty-seven d o l l a r s  
and f i f t y  cents ($47.50).  

By adopt ing,a c h i l d  f rom t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  you a r e  assured o f  g e t t i n g  a hea l thy ,  normal 
c h i l d ,  who has had a thorough medical  examinat ion and has been found f r e e  from disease of 
every charac ter .  We a l s o  encourage you t o  have your f a m i l y  doc tor  make an examinat ion, and 
i f  he f i n d s  anyth ing i r r e g u l a r ,  r e t u r n  t he  baby t o  us. 

T r u s t i n g  we may have t h e  p leasure  o f  b r i gh ten ing  up your home w i t h  a l i t t l e  one, and tha 
we. may hear from you i n  t he  immediate f u t u r e ,  we are. 

Very t r u l y  yours,  

Eva H i 1 1  Thosjlson, Superintendent:  Fairmount Ma te rn i t y  Home* 
. . 

$:Check People Finders '  Magazine f o r  the  afte.rmath o f  these placements. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEE1 NG YOU AT OUR FEBRUARY MEETING: 7:00 p.m. February 5th.1985 
a t  the F i r s t  P resby te r ian  Church o f  D e e r f i e l d  824 Claukegan Road Dee r f i e l d ,  I 1 1  i n o i s  

Famous Quote'' And The T r u t h  Sha l l  Set You Free" 
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