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. Kickoff E d i t i o n  

. . Welcoltlo to a new. day i n  T e n n e s s e e  , ! ! ! T h i s  n e w s l e t t ' e r  i s  b e i n g  s e n t  , to  you be- 

t h i s  . . p u b l i i i a t i o n  . . w i 1 . L  'depend o n  you.  If  y o u  wish to. h e l p  u s  .keep this p u h l : i c a t i o n ' ,  please 
sehd a t l o n a t i o r ~  hloncl  w i t h  your .  m a i l i n g  form.' Y o u r  s u p p o r t  is  needed  t o  p a y  f o r '  p o s t a g e ,  

. . I .  

B i r t h  Date:. 

Tr  i i l c l  1'os.i t i o n :  Adop tee  --- B i r  t h p a r e n t  . A d o p t i v e  P a r e n t  - S i b l i n g .  - -- 

I enl:Losc! Iny d o n a t i o n  of 

Y e s ,  1 do  w i s h  t o  c o n t i n u e  to  r e c e i v e  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  T r u t h  Messenger  b u t  
arn u to s e n d  a d o n a t i o n  a t  t h i s  time. 

N ,  I dv n o t  wi . s l1  t o  c o n t i n u e  to r e c e i v e  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  T r u t h  Messenger .  

M15MPII%S, TENNESSEE - 38108 
---------.----.-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

" ~ ; l o t  t ~ I . I I . , W  I happened before w e  were  b o r n  is t o  remain p e r p e t u a l l y  a c h i l d ;  

i n  rc-bcortl (:IF lj,i:;kory. 
C i k e r o -  

****R***************k********************~k*******************************k************  
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THE OPEN ARMS QUARTERLY - 
I3ecause of o u r  l i m i t e d  p r i n t i n g  space, we w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  r u n  s e a r c h  ads. 

We would s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  you  place y o u r  s e a r c h  a d s  i n  "The Open A r m s  Q u a r t e r l y  . 
T h i s  is a n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  and a l l  t h e  s e a r c h  g r o g p s  i n  T e n n e s s e e  h a v e  members t h a t  
s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n .  A d s  a re  a r r a n g e d  by name or by  b i r t h d a t e .  You may write 
t o  "The Open ---...-- A r m s  Quarterly" - P.O. Box 151.  " ' 2  - N o r t h  P l a t t e ,  NE - 69103. You may a l so  
c a l l  308-532-6928 ( 2 4  Hours) t o  s t a r t  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n .  S u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  $10.00 per 
y e a r .  They w i l l  s e n d  you t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  FREE i f  you w i s h  to look i t  o v e r  before s t a r t -  
ing y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  or p l a c i n g  y o u r  s e a r c h  ad. We a l w a y s  keep a n  e y e  o u t  for new a d s  
as t h e y  appear. We s u p p o r t  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  t h e  place to  p u t  y o u r  s e a r c h  ads for  
na t iona l  a t t e n t i o n .  

L 6 , .  ' . < ,  . A .  , . * 
L .  

........................................................................................ 

THE 1N.TERNATIONA.L' SOUNDEX REUNION 'REGISTRY 

The " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o u n d e x  Reunion  R e g i s t r  " (ISRR) is a n a t i o n a l  r e g i s t ~ y  for 

adogtees, b i r t h p a r e n t s ,  s i b l i n g s ,  etc. T h i s  i sYa  FREE sijrvice a n d  you may r e c e i v e  
your registry forms by s e n d i n g  y o u r  r e q u e s t  for a n  ~ ~ ~ ~ ' f o r r n  a l o n g  w i t h  a s e l f  add- 
r e s s e d  envelope to: I S R R  - P . O .  Box 2312 - Carson C i t y ,  NV. - 89702. They w i l l  s e n d  you 
an explanation of how t h e  Soundex  R e g i s t r y  works  a n d  w i l l  t e l l  you  how to  u s e  t h e  s e r v i c e .  
T h i s  w i l l  be v a l u a b l e  to y o u r  s e a r c h  e f c o r t .  We recommend t h a t  a l l  s e a r c h e r s  i n  
Tennessee use t h i s  r e g i s t r y .  R e g i s t r i e s  d o  work, b u t  o n l y  i f  we a l l  use t h e  same one .  - 
You may w i s h  to  pu t  y o u r  b i r t h  f a m i l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s e v e r a l  r e g i s t r i e s ,  t h i s  is f i n e ,  
b u t  remember to  i n c l u d e  t h e  ISRR. Use t h e  r e g i s t r y .  I t  works!!! 

* * * * * q r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

REUNION NEWS 

B e t t y  Moore h a s  f o u n d  h e r  b i r t h  mother  a f t e r  a 3 1  y e a r  s e a r c h ! ! !  B e t t y  is 58 
years o l d  and  was able to a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  w i t h  h e l p  f rom Donna C r e s w e l l .  Donna and 
B e t t y  are b o t h  members o f  ROOTS i n  K n o x v i l l e .  I g u e s s  a q u o t e  from a newspaper  s t o r y  
on  Betty's r e u n i o n  t e l l s  it a l l . ' .  "I r e a c h e d  down t o  hug h e r  and s h e  hugged me b a c k ,  
B e t t y  sa id .  How w o n d e r f u l  a f t e r  so  many y e a r s .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  Betty!!!!!ll!!!!!l!! 

**** 
Nancy Neves of C l e v e l a n d ,  T e n n e s s e e  a c t i v e l y  s e a r c h e d  for n e a r l y  a d e c a d e .  She 

was torelate i n  l o c a t i n g  h e r  b i r t h m o t h e r  f o r  s h e  had  d i e d  two y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y : .  Such a n  
event is a l w a y s  p a i n f u l  b u t  t h e  s e n s e  of Loss is  l e s s e n e d  by t h e  peaceful f e e l i n g  a t t a i n e d  
i n  j u s t  knowing t h e  t r u t h  of y o u r  p a s t .  S h e  h a s  f o ~ n d  l o v e  and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h r o u g h  
maternal r e l a t i v e s ,  f o r m i n g  a s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n  from which t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c a n  grow. 
We wish  Nancy and  t h e  new a d d i t i o n s  t o  h e r  l i f e  a happy a n d  f u l f i l l i n g  f u t u r e .  

**** 
"I. have found  a f t e r  n i n e  y e a r s  o f  s e a r c h i n g ! "  T h a t  is w h a t  L i n d a  C h r u s c i a l  of 

A t h e n s ,  T e n n e s s e e  is s a y i n g  upon c o r n p l e a t i n g  t h e  search for h e r  b i r t h m o t h e r .  L i n d a  was 
born i n  Memphis i n  1948 a n d  i s  p r e s e n t l y  p l a n n i n g  a r e t u r n  t r i p .  T h i s  time for  a r e u n i o n  
w i t h  t h e  mother s h e  h a s  n e v e r  s e e n .  Hope a n d  persisterhce is t h e  key to t h e  d o o r  s e a l i n g  
a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s .  Linda persisted u n t i l  s h e  found  t h e  correct  k e y ,  t h u s  u n l o c k i n g  t h e  
d o o r  to  t h e  t r u t h .  .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



CtIATTANOOGA: A d u l t  Adop tees  and B i r t h p a r e n t s  i n  S e a r c h  (AABS) - P.Q. Box 3572 - 
Gila t t a n o o g a ,  T e n n e s s e e  - 37404 

AALS i ;  s search and  s u p p o r t  g r o u p  t h a t  l e n d s  a s s i s t a n c e  to p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  
t.r i a n y  .le. O u r  members i n c l u d e  a d u l t  a d o p t e e s  , b i r  t h p a r e n t s  and s u p p o r t i v e  a d o p t i v e  
parent:; .  Munthly  m e e t i n g s  are  on  t h e  4 t h  Thursday  of e v e r y  month. M e e t i n g s  are h e l d  
air Shoney's, downtown C h a t t a n o o g a ,  i n  t h e  Golden Gateway n e x t  t o  Zayre .  A l l  p e r s o n s  
a r e  wel.corned ko a t t e n d .  Come t o  t h e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  s h a r e  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e .  We w i l l  a s s i s t  
you i n  any  way p o s s i b l e .  Meet ing  y o u r  fellow s e a r c h e r s  is a n  e x c e l l s n t  way to  keep i n  
touch  w i t h  whak is g o i n g  on  i n  the 'movement .  J o i n  i n  o u r  e f fo r t s  a s  w e  s t r i v e  t o  com- 
p l e t e  s e a r c l l c s  i n  a n  attempt t o  s o f t e n  t h e  e d g e s  of t h e  a d o p t i o n  t r i a n g l e .  

Delores Farmer - C h a t t a n o o g a  - AABS 

K n o x v i l l e :  R i g h t s  of O r i g i n s  - T e n n e s s e a n s  i n  S e a r c h  (ROOTS) - P.O. Box w i l l  b e  g i v e n  
i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e .  ( N e w  g r o u p  i n  process of g e t t i n g  a P.O.  Box) 

We h a v e  18 members a n d  w i l l  s o o n  h a v e  a post off ice  box. We meet t h e  t h i r d  Sunday 
of e v e r y  month a t  Helma's R e s t a u r a n t  o n  t h e  C l i n t o n  Highway. Our m e e t i n g  t i m e  is 4 : O O  
p.m. We r e  r u n n i n g  a n  ad i n  t h e  newspaper  i n  the morning  and e v e n i n g  n e w s p a p e r s  for  t h e  
t h r e e  d a y s  Ljefore t h e  m e e t i n g .  We are  p u t t i n g  n o t i c e s  u p  a l l  o v e r  town. Hope t o  h a v e  
more news n e x t  month. 

. . .  . . .  . . . . . . . .  
. . .  

. . 
. . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . .  . .  . : .  S u s i e  Thompson --. K n o x v i l l e  - ROOTS; . . . . . : . . .  
. . 

. 
. . 

. . . .  . . . .  . . . . 
. . . , 

MEMPHIS : T e n n e s s e e ' s  The R i g h t  t o  Know - P.O. Box 3 4 3 3 4  - Memphis, T e n n e s s e e  - 38134 

' l ' ennessee ' s  The R i g h t  to Know w i l l  h a v e  its f i r s t  m e e t i n g  t h i s  q u a r t e r  o n  December 
1 0 t h  a t  7:00 p.m. The m e e t i n g  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  room of t h e  B a r t l e t t  L i b r a r y .  
Come j o i n  us!! !!! We hope  to  g e t  some new faces to  c o n t i n u e  t h e  work i n  Memphis. We need  
to s t a r t  o u r  l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  new l aw t h a t  is i n  t h e  w o r k s .  
We w i l l  n e e d  d l 1  t h e  s u p p o r t  w e  c a n  m u s t e r .  ~ d d i t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  times w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  
a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  December 1 0  t h .  

J a l e n a  Bowling -Memphis - R i g h t  to Know 

NAS HVI LLE : ' I 'ennessee Adoptees i n  S e a r c h  
N a s h v i l l e  is n o t  h a v i n g  g r o u p  m e e t i n g s  a t  t h i s  time. H o p e f u l l y  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  

to qeI: s t a r t e d  a g a i n  soon .  W e  w i l l  l e t  you know i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  i f  t h e y  s t a r t  h a v i n g  
m e e t i n g s  a g a i n .  We w i l l  need  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  to  m a k e  t h e  p u s h  for new l e g i s l a t i o n  work. 
1 am s u r e  w e  have t h e i r  s u p p o r t . .  Our 1st s t a t e - w i d e  c o n f e r e n c e  was h e l d  i n  N a s h v i l l e  
t h i s  y e a r  a n d  we hope to  make  i t  an  a n n u a l  e v e n t .  

SEAIZCH T I P  

I n  some ins t anc :c s  i t  may be p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  ordered a n o t i c e  to b e  p u t  i n  t h e  
local  ncws p r i o r  to a n  a d o p t i o n  b e i n g  f i n a l i z e d .  T h i s  n o t i c e  is c a l l e d  a n  O r d e r  of Pub- 
l i c a t i o n .  I t  was n o t  a l w a y s  n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  i n  i n s t a n c e s  where  t h e  f a t h e r  was named o n  t h e  
b i r t h  certificate, b u t  d i d  n o t  s i g n  a s u r r e n d e r  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  c o u r t  c o u l d  h a v e  o r d e r e d  
s u c h  an  O r d e r  of P u b l i c a t i o n  be p o s t e d .  If so,  i t  is v e r y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a b i r t h  name and 
cour t  d a t e  v ~ o u l d  have: been  used .  C h e c k  s e v e r a l  months  pri ar to  t h e  time t h e  a d o p t i o n  was 
f i n a l i z e t l .  Ask y o u r  County  C l e r k  to show you o n e ,  or a s k  him to  e x p l a i n  t h e  process to  
you. I is  IJuL>l i c  Record  and i n  most cases c a n  b e  l o o k e d  up o n  m i c r o - f i l m  i n  t h e  local  
l i b r a r y .  R M M  7'lIIS IS NOT A NECESSARY STEP I N  MOST ADOPTION CASES I N  TENNESSEE, BUT 
IT I S  WOItTIJ C~IIQ:CKT.NC; 0 ! ! 1 GOOD LUCK! ! ! !.! ! ! !.! CHECK THE COUNTY LEGAL NEWSPAPER ALSO. 



LEG1.SLATIVE NEWS - - 

-- 

A brii .ef  i y n o p s i s  o f ' , t : k i s  proposed h i l l  is.  as follows: 

, . ,  

( 1 )  T o  incorpor.a:te i n t o  t h e  l a w  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  " m u t u a l  c o n s e n t " .  When a n  a d u l t  , . 

i d o p t r e :  18 y e a r s  o f  ocjc o r  o l d e r ,  g e n e t i c  f a t h e r ,  g e n e t i c  m o t h e r ,  s i b l i n g s ,  of a n .  a d u l t  
a d o p t b e ,  o r  t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t '  o f  an  a d o p t e e  under  t h e  a g e  o f '  1 8 y e a r s  s e n d s :  a  r e q u ' e s t .  ' 
i n  w r i t i r l g '  to the Department of Mt~man S e r v i c e s  s t a t i n g  a  d e s i r e  to h a v e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

. . 

sea l - ed  records. The name o f :  t h a t  c o u r t  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  upon r e q u e s t .  T h i s  a p p l i e s . . t o  
t h e  a d o p t e e  , g e n e  t ic  p a r e n t ,  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  or g e n e t i c  s i b l i n g .  

REQUIRES IffI-IAT ALL REQUESTS FOR OPEN mCORDS BE BROUGHT BEFO- THE COURT OF 
"ORIGINAL" JURT.SDICT LON, HOWEVER THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES WILL NOT .. 
A S  T13E NAME 0 1 V I A T  COURT TO US.  WE ARE BEING DENIED DUE PROCESS O F  
LAW UNDER THIS STATU'LIE , HOW ArtE WE TO GO TO COURT I F  THE NAME OF THAT COURT 

*****IS U I i I N G  WITMIIL!:LD??????? **ir** 

va(juc?t~cs:.i of the tei:~n " p r e a d o p t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p " ;  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  r i g h t  oC t h e  non- 
a d o p t i v c  s ib l : i .nq  w h c )  h a s  I ~ e c n  s e p a r a t e d  frorn a n o t h e r  s i b l i n g  by a d o p t i o n ,  to f u l l  
c o v e r a g e  under. t h i s  :sccti .on; and  to i n c l u d e  t h e  release of i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o n c e r h i n g  a s i b l i n ( 1  who is f o u n d  to be d e c e a s e d  to  a s i b l i n g  r e q u e s t i n g  s u c h  : ' n format ion .  

I F  e a c h  of you r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  w i l l  w r i t e  o n l y  a few s h o r t  l e t t e r s  or p o s t c a r d s ,  t h e  
impact c o u l d  t>e s t a c j g e r i n g .  A f e w  words  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h i s  w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  and  i f  
p o s s i b l e  u r g e  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  t o  wri te  also. When w r i t i n g  refer  to  t h e  t h r e e  
u n d e r l i n e d  s e c t i o n s  a b o v e  as  b e i n g  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  and i n c l u d e  
your  nanlc: and  i n a i l i n g  a d d r e s s .  

Cont .ac t  the s e n a t o r  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f rom y o u r  d i s t r i c t  as t h e y  w i l l  b e  t h e  o n e s  
v o t i n g  011 t h e  b i l l  when  i t  r e a c h e s  t h e  f loor  a f t e r  b e i n g  r e v i e w e d  by t h e  G e n e r a l  W e l f a r e  
Corr~rni L tee. T t ~ c i r  names a n d  a d d r e s s e s  c a n  be o b t a i n e d  f rom y o u r  local  l i b r a r y  or t h e  
e lcct ior~ comn~i.ssion office.> a t  y o u r  c o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e .  Please c o n t a c t  t h e  o n e s  who 
serve y o u r  c o u n t y .  The o p p o s i t i o n  w i l l .  w o r k  h a r d  to  see t h i s  b i l l  f a i l ;  we m u s t  work 
h a r d e r  to see t-.hat i p a s s e s !  . 1 T h e  n e x t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  b e g i n s  i n  J a n u a r y  and  y o u r  
c.l.ttctc:d i c i J .  need to be  made aware  oC your  s t a i l d  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  

#,rr t h a n  t l l i r t y  y e a r s  have  p a s s e d  s i n c e  o u r  r e c o r d s  were sealed. I f  w e  d o  n o t  take 
L h i s  c3dv;lntagc to have o v o i c c  i n  openi.ng t h e m ,  i f  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y ,  t h i r t y  more y e a r s  may 
pd:is 'L)(?lc)r(? i t :  wi.1.1 comcl i.~cjain. l 'hcn i t  cok1.Ld be ti30 l a t e  for  many of us. I f  w e  
lose 1 : h i ~ ;  bat11 I c u s  ( )  yoiir si  .Lc?ncc! or  a p a t h y  we h a v e  o n l y  o u r s e l v e s  to blame.  
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Senate: Douglas Henry, J r .  Anna Belle Clement O 'Br ien  
200 C a p i t o l  Blve. Bldg. R t .  15 Box 716,  L a k e  T a n s i  
N a s h v i l l e ,  Tn. 37214 Crossvi l le ,  Tn. 38555 

John N. Ford 
1 2  Sou th  Parkway . 
Memphis, Tennessee  38109 

Ben Longley 
P.O. Box 2 1 1  
C l e v e l a n d ,  Tn. 37311 

E r n e s t  Crouch 
111 Rivermond D r .  
McMinnvil le  , Tn 37110 

Houser P a u l  M. S t a r n e s  Dan Byrd 
4404 P a t t o n  D r .  4595 Oak Road 
Cha t tanooga ,  Tn. 37412 A r l i n g t o n ,  Tn. 38002 

Joe W. Bell L o i s  M. Debasry 
Rk. 3 Box 158 680 Alida Ave. 
Lebanon, Tn 37075 Memphis, Tn. 38106 

THESE PERSONS WERE AFFILIATED WITH THE GENERAL WELFARE COMMITTEES OR HAVE EXPRESSED 
AN INTEREST I N  PASSAGE OF THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION. 
*****d******#******************************************************************** 

Once t h e r e  were two women 
Who neve r  knew each  o t h e r .  

One you do not: remember, 
The o t h e r  you c a l l  Mother.  

Two d i f f e r e n t  l i v e s  
Shaped to  make y o u r s  o n e ;  

One became your g u i d i n g  s t a r ,  
The o t h e r  became your  sun .  

The f i r s t  gave  you L i f e ,  
The second  taught you to l ive i n  it. 

The f i r s t  gave  you a need f o r  l o v e ,  
The second  was there to g i v e  it.. 

One gave you a n a t i o n a l i t y . , .  
The a t h e r  gave  you a name 

One gave  you t h e  s e e d  of t a l e n t ,  
The o t h e r  gave  you a n  aim. 

One gave you emot ions ,  
The o t h e r  calmed your  fears.  

One saw your  f i r s t  sweet smile, 
The o t h e r  d r i e d  your  tears. 

O n e  g a v e  you up; 
I t  was a l l  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  'do. 

The o t h e r  p rayed  for a c h i l d ,  
And God led h e r  S t r e i g h t  to you. 

And now you ask me through  your  t e a r s ,  
The age-old q u e s t i o n s  t h rough  t h e  ye 

H e r e d i t y  or environment.. .Which a r e  yo 
t h e  p r o d u c t  o f?  

Nei. t h e r  , my d a r l i n g ,  n e i t h e r  ;. 
~ u s t  two d i f f e r e n t s  k i n d s  o f  lo-:e; 

Author unknown 

THANK YOU 

Thank You111111111 t o  a l l  t h e  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  i n  Tennessee  who gave  your  f i n a n c i a l  
nupport.to g e t  t h i s  newsletter s t a r t e d .  Without  you i t  c o u l d  n o t  be possible. T h i s  
i s  your newsletter. We would l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  a l l  of you t o  s h a r e  i n  the  i n p u t .  If 
there is a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you would l i k e  to  s h a r e ,  p l e a s e  d o  so. We w i ! l 1  s t r i v , e  to 
8seve the I..IcI State of Tennessee  and n o t  j u s t  one  a r e a  of t h e  s t a t e .  YO& i n p u t  i a  irn- 
p r t a n t :  to  us, The d e a d l i n e  for t h e  n e x t  issue w i l l  be Feb. 10. 1984. 

The Edi tor -  Debbie Norton - iviemph is 



M O N T H L Y  S E A R C H -  & S u w o A T '  G A o w  

l o c a t i o n  The First Presbyterian Church of ~ e e r f  ield 

824 Waukegan Road Deerfield, I ' l l i n o i s  

MEETING DATES LISTED BELOW . 

FOR 1985 

when 
February  5 :  MJY'C~I  5 t h  April Znd, May 7th, Registration starts at 6:30 p.m. 
June 4 t h ,  July 2nd, Augus I; 6 t h ,  Septerllber 3rci, Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. 
Octobei- 1 November 5 t h ,  & December 3rd Annual Membershi p dues $50.00 

Guests may attend for $5.00 each 

For More Information call  
(312) 546-3417 
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