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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MESSAGE: 
H i !  Our very first newsletter! We hope you w i l l  a l l  use it and con t r ibu te  t o  it. 

Remember, you can make a difference! P lease  use  t h e s e  pages t o  share  your reunion, search  
t i p s  o r  opinions. You can t u r n  i n  your a r t i c l e s ,  ideas ,  cartoons,  e t c .  a t  a SOAR meeting 
o r  you can mail it, This  newsle t ter  wi l l ' be  mailed t o  a l l  SOAR members as w e l l  as adop- 
t i o n  profess ionals  and o t h e r  search g o u p s  across  t h e  nation,  so  t h i s  is your opportunity 
t o  he lp  pu t  SOAR on t h e  map! Thanks, Bobbie and Jeanne. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS : 
Mark your calendaz now! Our next SOAR meeting w i l l  be Monday, November 26th a t  ?pm. 

We meet at t h e  Family Bank o f  Commerce, 7 t h  and Midland, Grants Pass. Publ ic  is inv i ted .  

NFTNORKING z 
One o f  our  Bl[G goals  f o r  t h e  coming year  is t o  ex tab l i sh  a working na t iona l  network. 

We w i l l  use  o t h e r  search groups o f  course, but su rp r i se ,  suprise, t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  
r e a l l y  make it work is YOU! Do you , b v e  a f r i end  i n  Kalamazoo? A cousin i n  DeBuque? A 
crazy uncle i n  ~ imbuk tu?  Would they be wi l l ing  t o  he lp  someone search  by checking simple 
t h ings  out  i n  t h e i r  l i b r a r y  o r  cour t  house? Have you asked them? If you know of someone 
who would help,  p l ease  t e l l  us!! Turn i n  your name and t h e  p laces  you can g e t  help - then  
when w e  g e t  a searcher  who needs help  we w i l l  match them with your name. We w i l l  keep a 
running card f i l e ,  s o  when you g e t  new names o r  p laces  we can add t o  it. Remmber fore ign  
count r ies  count too! Networking r e a l l y  works. B e  a p a r t  o f  it!! 

MEET: Emma May Vilardi 
I The In t e rna t i ona l  Soundex Reunion Regis t ry  (ISRR) was conceived by 
1 and is managed and supported by one extremely dedicated woman, ma Xay 

h I 
VilaJcdi. She es tab l i shed  it i n  1975 as a non-profit service t o  provide a 
cen t ra l i zed  r e g i s t r y  open t o  anyone over 18 yea r s  o f  age d e s i r i n g  and 
seeking reunion with next o f  k i n  by b i r th .  Emma g ives  her  s e rv i ce  volun- 
t a r i l y  without pay, and it is f r e e  t o  t h e  user.  Through her  t i r e l e s s  

ul- - e f fo r t s ,  ISRR has become t h e  most success fu l  r e g i s t r y  i n  t h e  world. She 
r ece ives  2 0 0 b  500 pieces  of  mail d a i l y ,  pu t s  ou t  about 400 p ieces  da i l y ,  
and s t i l l  has a back l o g  o f  approx. 2,000 pieces.  A l l  t h i s  she has been 
doing by hand. She's happy t o  r epo r t  t h a t  a new IEM computes is being 

UNITED TODAY i n s t a l l e d .  She's going t o  computer school,  then w i l l  t r a n s f e r  a l l  t h a t  
FOR THE REUNIONS mail and t h e  many boxes ( h e r  f i l e s )  o f  ISRR in fo  irito t h e  computer. Y* 

OF TOMORROW ISRR works! It 's a good first s t e p  f o r  a l l  searchers .  Emma has p e r s o ~ a l l y  
helped seve ra l  SOAR members. You a r e  not j u s t  another  statistic t o  her.  

She t a k e s  a s ince re  personal  i n t e r e s t  i n  every ind iv idua l  case,  She deserves our  support. 
We can help  by sending her  stamps, envelopes, o r  cash donxtions. A l l  donations are given 
a r e c e i p t ,  and a r e  t ax ,deduc tab le .  ** New app1icatior.s a r e  ava i l ab l e  a t  our  meetingsar 
by reques t .  We'll lie happy t o  help you f i l l  it out.  ** Emma passes  along seve ra l  t i p s :  
1. Get he lp  f i l l i n g  out  app l ica t ions .  Include - a l l  known info .  You may a t t a c h  a separa te  
shee t  i f  needed. 2. B i r t h  mothers be su re  t o  include maid.en name, age a t  t ime of  g i v i n g  
b i r t h ,  and any o t h e r  info a t  t h a t  time. 3. Send any updated i n fo  a t  any time. . Always - 
include a ( o r  severa l )  self-addressed stamped envelope. 5. ISRR does not perform search 
help. SOAR w i l l  help, ** Many THANKS t o  Emma and her  devoted family, and -to t h e  -1SHR 
advisors  and rep resen ta t ives  f o r  t h e i r  hard  work, car ing,  and f o r  opening t h e  doors t o t h e  
world-wide adoption community. 
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BOARD OF DIREmORS MESSAGE: .4NNOUNCEMEWTS : 

Thanks f o r  your p o s i t i v e  response t o  A PARTY!! Our next meeting w i l l  be 
t h e  newsletter! Some of  you have one week e a r l y  because o f  Christmas. 
a l ready come up with good ideas  we'll We'll meet Dec. 17th.  a t  7 pm a t  t h e  
be using. Keep those  contr5butions Family Bank of Commerce, 7 t h / ~ i d l a ~ d ,  
r o l l i n g  i n ;  cartoons,  books, a r t i c l e s ,  Grants Pass. Everyone invited! Bring 
opinions,  etc. *** Wishing a11 o f  you a f r i end ,  spouse, reunion p i c tu r e s ,  
a very Joyous Holiday Season. and cookies t o  share.  ~ e t ' s  t ake  

Bobbie and Jeanne time t o  get t o  know each other .  

The networking f i l e  is on its way! We have received more he lpers  i n  
Washington state, and i n  Oregon, Calif., Arizona, Nevada, Penn. , New 
York, and Wash. D.C.. Keep them coming in! Put  your. th ink ing  caps 
on! Check with your f r i ends  and r e l a t i v e s  who might he lp  u s  search 
i n  t h e i r  town when o u r  need a r i s e s ,  It 's fun  and very i n t e r e s t i n g .  

1985 MEETING IDEAS: 

We a r e  looking forward t o  a g r ea t  new yea r  thanks t o  your input ,  
One idea is t o  have a j o in t  meeting; with t h e  Medford chapter  of  
SOAR with a s p e c i a l  speaker and a panel d iscuss ion,  Great! Ye 
w i l l  work on it! Let us  know what sub j ec t s  and speakers you'd 
l i k e .  Keep those  ideas  coming in! 

4 :  Joy B r i g a s :  

i.le o f t e c  sa,y a d o ~ t i o n  forms a t r i a n g l e  cons i s t ing  o f  t h e  adopt ive 
parents ,  t h e  b i r t h  pa ren t s  and t h e  adoptee. Who s tands  i n  t h e  
n idd le  of our t r i a n g l e ?  JOY SRICCS, s o c i a l  worker with Childxens 
Services  Division f o r  Jackson and Josephine Counties. Joy has been a 
s o c i a l  worker f o r  22 years.  She has been doing placements i n  Southern 
Orego11 fir 6% years. She joined SOAR i n  19'73 s h o r t l y  a f t e r  it wzs 
forined, 'lle're very grea-lful f o r  the  perspect ive and expert ise thcvk 
Joy has so wi l l ing ly  bro~lght  t o  QLE group. A s  far as ire know SOAR is 
ttie only search group i n  t h e  nation .to have a n  adoption profess iona l  
t o  work SO c lose ly  with. Joy represented SOAR a t  t he  :linerican 
Adoptiion Congress In Texas i n  1981, ar!d says  that experience was 
icvall.iable C,o h e r  5s an adoption worker. We're g e a t f u l  f o r  Joy 's  
continued ~ s s o c i a t . i o n  -4ith SOAR, Ilel2ing us  f ee l  t h a t  ws're a small p a r t  
r O L  .lel2i:?g t o  c i l a ~ g e  .the ~ysl;e!li f ron~ .the insicie out .  We're p-oud t h a t  

her corrtributio n he lps  inak e SOAR uniqtle! Thadcs,  joy, - 





M Y  ORANOFATHER WAS BALD, 
MY PAD 19 WLV AND 
BROTHER 14 BALVING 

MEMBEZISHIP DUES : 

For t h e  first time SOAR w i l l  be having year ly  dues. It is s t r i c t l y  v o l u n t a q .  No 
one w i l l  be turned away from SOAR if  they are unable t o  pay. We have grown s o  b i g  t h a t  
t h e  c o s t s  of postage, p r i n t i n g  and running SOAR have r e a l l y  skyrocketed. We hope t h a t  
you w i l l  t a k e  t h i s  opportunity t o  con t r ibu te  t o  SOAR'S continued growth i n  t h e  coming 
year. 

Your membership w i l l  covert 
* Monthly Newsletters * Individual  Assistance * Research Material 
* Current Legis la t ion  * Search Help * Reunions 
* Monthly Meetings with group discuss ions ,  s p e c i a l  speakers,  refreshments 

Dues w i l l  be $15.00 a year ,  o r  $5.00 a q u a r t e r  (3 months). We th ink  you w i l l  agree  
t h a t ' s  a r e a l  bargain! If we don' t  r ece ive  your membership by Dec. 31, 1984, we w i l l  
assume t h a t  you no longer  need our se rv ices ,  and w i l l  remove your name from our  member- 
s h i p  list. Remember, you can be r e in s t a t ed  at  any time. 

Make your check payable t o  SOAR (southern Oregon Adoptive ~ i ~ h t s ) ,  

TEAR OFF AND RFTURN WITH YOUR CHECK : - 0 - 0 9 LI I - - I - 0 0 - . I . . . - -  .I .I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 - 0 ... -. 0 - 
S.O.A.R. 

953 N.E. 10 th  S t ,  
Grants Pass 

Oregon 97526 

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  

Jan. 1985 t h r u  Dec. 1985 

NAME PHONE 

ADDRESS 

c i t y  state z i p  

I AM: Adoptee B i r th  Parent Adoptive Parent Other 

Suggestions f o r  f u tu r e  newsle t ters  o r  meetings: 

Yes! I want t o  j o in  SOAR and support t h e  search  movement! Enclosed is my check 
f o r  $15.00 f o r  one f u l l  year  membership. 

I p r e f e r  a qua r t e r l y  membership ( t h r ee  months) a t  t h i s  time. Enclosed is my 
check f o r  $5.00 t o  cover t h e  months o f  # 9 and I 

I ' m  s o r r y  I ' m  unable t o  jo in  SOAR at t h i s  t ime, however enclosed i s  my one time 
cont r ibu t ion  of  $ (any amount) t o  help support t h i s  worthwhile cause. 

SIGNED DATE 

SOAR TIUNKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 



DID YOU K N 0 W w w e w . e .  . 
. . , . there  is over  5 mi l l ion  adult adoptees i n  t h e  country? 
,. . .adoption touches 1 out  o f  every 4 people i n  some way? 
.,..we've o n l y  had sealed records  f o r  jO years? 
....because o f  t r ibal  r i g h t s ,  most Indian  adoption records 

are - not sea led?  

GOOD SOOKS: 

"LOST AND FOUND" by Betty Jean Lif ton.  It is f i l l e d  with 
personal  in terviews and i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  
adopt ive experience. 

"Sr&RCHW by Jane Askins, A good handbook f o r  adoptees and 
b i r thparen ts .  

REIrIBE33SHIP DUES : 

A big THANK YOU t o  a l l  who s e n t  your dues i n  so  promptly! We were a b l e  
t o  do a great deal o f  p r i n t i n g  because o f  it, and v i l l  have a l o t  more 

. m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  you at  our  next meeting. 

By t h e  year ,  o r  by t h e  qua r t e r ,  your pa id  membership w i l l  cover: 

* Monthly Newsletters * Individual  Assistance * Research Material  
* Current Leg i s l a t ion  * Search Help * Reunions 
* Monthly Meetings with group d4scussions, spec i a l  speakers,  refreshments 

If we don' t  receive your membership by Dec. 31, 1984., we w i l l  assume ' that  You no 
longer  need our  services, and w i l l  remove your name from our  membership list. 
Remember, you can be r e i n s t a t e d  a t  any time with your paid mernbership. 

TEAR OFF' AND RfiURN WITH YOUR CHElX: 
- . . . I . - - . . - . . I . . I - . . - . 1 . - - - -  

SOAR 

S.O.A.R. 
953 N.E. 10th St. 

Grants P a s s  
oragon 97526 - 

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  

Jan. 1985 th ru  Dec. 1985 

PHONE 

ADDRESS 

c i t y  state z ip  

I AM; Adoptee - B-h Parent - Adoptive Parent - Other - 
Suggestions f o r  fu ture  newsletters o r  meetings i 

- Yes: I want to  join SOAR and support t h e  search movement: Enclosed is my check 
f o r  $15.00 f o r  one full year membership. 

I 
I pre fe r  a quar ter ly  membership ( th ree  months) at t h i s  time, Enclosed is my 
check f o r  $5.00 t o  cover t he  aonths of  # P and 
I ' m  sorry I'm unable t o  join SOAR a t e t h i s  time, however enclosed is  my one tine 
contrLbution of  $ (any amount) t o  help support t h i s  worthwhile cause. 

SIGNED DATE 

I SOAR THAAWS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 



.. 

SOAR MEEI'INCS WHEN I S  A SEARCll SWCESSFUL? 

SOAR, Southern Oregon Adoptive 
Rlghta,  1s an  adopt ion  sea rch  and 
suppor t  group. It extends an  i n v i t a -  
t l o n  to a l l  those  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
adopt ion  trlangle c d n s l e t l n g  o f  t h e  
Adoptee, t h e  Adoptive parent ,  and 
t h e  Blr thparent .  

PURPOSE 

SOAR has  a three-fold purpose: 

1. Int roduce  and encourage legie-  
l a t l o n  for open records  f o r  
a d u l t  adoptaes.  @klucate t h e  
public 

2. Provide sea rch  a s s f s t a n c e  and 
t r a i n l w ,  and rsunlon a s s l a t -  
ance. 

3.  Provlds  emotional suppor t  and 
c o u n s e l l n ~ .  

CONFIDENTIALITY 

A l l  SOAR records  are p r i v a t e  nnd con- 
f l d e n t l a l .  Con f lden t l a l l t y  1s 
s t r e s s e d  I n  t he  m s e t l n ~ a .  

I 

WE INVITE YOU M JOIN OUR CROUP A N D  
HELP US CROW! 

, 

SOAR meets t h e  4 t h  Monday of  each 
month a t  7100 P.H. a t  Family Bank 
o f  Commerce; N.E. 7tlr nnd Mldland, 
Grants  Pass,  Oregon. 

WllY OPEN RFICORDS? 

I n  each of US t h e r e  1s a need to  
know our herl t .agee.  .Alex Haley c ~ l l e d  
It  "Aoots" . "Without t h l a  enrlchJ.ng 
knowled~e  t h e r e  is a hollow yearning. 
No matter w h ~ t  ou r  attrrlnmen1.s i n  
l l f a ,  Ulere Is a vacuum, an  mpt ineee ,  
and a noe t  d l aqu i e t l ng  lonellnesa." 

Oreuon law s t a t e e ,  "It s h a l l  h e  a s  1 f  
t h e  ch i l d  had never been born t o  t h e  
b l o l o g l c a l  parents." We must make 
people aware o f  t h e  l n e q u a l l t l e s  and 
lnhumanlt les  i n  our  c u r r e n t  sea led  
record states. Ye must work t o  
alleviate fear and secrecy wlthln a l l  
members o f  t h e  t r i a d .  Senla and 
secrecy must be l l f t c d l  

WHY RE$JHION ASSISI'AHCR? 
d 

Hany well-meaning searchere  have 
completed an  exhaust ive search f o r  
m l a a l ~  r e l a t i v e s ,  only t o  come t o  
t h a t  moment o f  reunlon wlth t he  da- 
e l r e  t h a t  a n e u t r a l  person wlth aone 
experience make t he  l n l t l a l  contac t .  
Thla hae proven t o  be a u l sn  way t o  
hnndle R oometlmcs o e n s i t l v e  a l tua -  
t lon .  

4 search  1s succese fu l  when lnforma- 
t l o n  has  becn recelved regardlng 
b l r t h  o r i g i n  and family medlcal 
h l s t o ry  have been recelved.  A 
reunlon, o f  course,  is most s a t i s -  
fy ing. 

HOW URGE I S  WiE ADOPTION MOVENENT? 

There are over  250 croups l l k e  SOAR 
l n  the United S t a t e s  alone, wlth 
new groups formlng every day. 

lire American Adoption Congress 
(MC), which meeta i n  conference 
year ly ,  18 dealgned t o  work a s  a 
cen t r a l i z ed  resource  agency f o r  t h e  
mnny eroups and l nd iv ldua l s  i n  tho  
movement. 

FOR F U R T H E 3  INFORtlATIOIl COMACTI 

Jeanne  Macomber 
953 N.E. 10th St. 

G r a n t s  Pas s ,  OR 97526 
479-7081 

3obble  Xudson 
1212 S.2 .  'N' S t ,  

< r a n t s  P a s s ,  OR 97526 
Q79-8073 

h d f  ord-Ashland Chanter  
Gre tchen  Arnold 779-7274 
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