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OARA i s  proud t o  announce i t ' s  1983 O f f i c e r s  and Board o f  d i r e c t o r s :  
Em~nal ee A1 1 en, Pres i  dent  
Debra Gerber, V ice Pres iden t  and E d i t o r  
Caro l  Lowrie, Treasurer  
Kathy Cox, Sec re ta r y  
Paul a C la rk ,  Correspondi ng Secre ta ry  
Ka th ie  McKi 11 i p ,  B i  r t h  Parent Support Group Coord ina to r  
Kuth Ann Moore, L i b r a r i a n  

A1 1 were i n t r oduced  t o  t h e  general  membership a t  t h e  February 16, 1983 Genera1 
Meet ing by 1982 Pres iden t  Nancy F ix .  Emmalee then  presented Nancy w i t h  a 
framed e t c h i n g  o f  pegasus. 

We would l i k e  t o  thank everyone who helped make 1982 a g r e a t  success. We 
c o u l d n ' t  have done i t  w i t h o u t  you!  F i r s t ,  Nancy F i x  who has been w i t h  OARA 
s i n c e  t h e  beginning. It was Nancy who arranged t h e  very  f i r s t  meet ing a t  t h e  
YWCA i n  1978. She p rov ided  space i n  he r  home f o r  t h e  OARA o f f i c e  and was t h e  
O f f i ce  Manager u n t i l  February,  1983. She and he r  husband Bob have done so much 
t o  h e l p  OARA grow and mature t h a t  i t  i s  imposs ib le  t o  c a t a l o g  i t  1 here. We 
can o n l y  thank them b o t h  f o r  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  and devot ion.  Secondly, we would 
l i k e  t o  thank t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  and committees f o r  t h e i r  hard work 
d u r i n g  1982: 

Telephone Substitutes.......Emrnalee A l l e n  
Lynn Bennet t  
Paula C la rk  
Debra Gerber 
R i t a  Nussbaumer 

Book Sales................,. Bobbi Adams 
Bobi Howel 1 
Tere Mason 
Ka th ie  McKi 11 i p 
Ke r r y  W i  1 son 

Pub1 i c i  ty.. ................ .Mary Jane P f e i  f f e r  
Past Pres. G i f t  ............. Kathy Cox 

Bobi Howell 
Adoptees ' Post Search Grp.. .Bobbi Adam 

Tere Mason 
B i r t h  Parent  Support Grp.. . .Kath ie McKi 11 i p  
News le t t e r  Staff . .  ,......... Kathy Cox, E d i t o r  

Bob F i x  
Nancy F i x  
Debra Gerber 
Phyl 1 i s  Nai sh 

Exec. Search Advisor. .  ..... .Ernmalee A1 1en 
L i b r a r i a n  ................... Kuth Ann More 
Correspondance.,.... ........ K a t h i e  M c K i l l i p  

And, l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  thank you  t o  a l l  of *our  members who donated t ime and 
postage as Search Advisors.  84 
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. . . . I ' a m  a ghos t -wr i t ten  book.  . , '  

. ,  . My au thors '  names . . . . .  . . . . . . . . 

. . .  . . 
Are nowhere on my:spine 

:, 
. . , . .  But i n s i de ,  look -- 

The p a i r  . . 

Haunt every 1 i n e  . . .  . . 

. . .  

E l  i zabeth Morgan 
London, England 

REUNIONS 

Since our October Newslet ter ,  more OARA members and f r i e n d s  have completed 
searches. Ruth and Bobi, who have been working on searches i n  Nebraska, had 
completed searches t o  r e p o r t  on a t  the  February General Meeting. Both have 
t a l k e d  long  d is tance  w i t h  b i r t h  f am i l y  members. Carol and Linda, bo th  l ong  
t ime searchers, t a l k e d  abobt recent  p o s i t i v e  events i n  t h e i r  searches. Carol ' s  
search has spanned a 20+ year  per iod. Pat ience pays o f f ! !  Search success has 
by no means, been l i m i t e d  t o  l ong  t ime searchers. Tamala and Kath lyn  have bo th  
completed searches recen t l y .  Tamal a has contacted her  b i  r t h  mother, .b i  r t h  
fa ther ,  and a h a l f - s i s t e r .  Kath lyn has met her  b i r t h  mother 's  fami ly .  Tamala 
brought her s i s t e r  and Kath lyn  brought her  b i r t h  mother t o  recen t  meetings. 
Ann has l oca ted  her  b i r t h  mother and two s i s t e r s .  Lynn has a l s o  located.  Ker ry  
has found h i s  t w i n  s i s t e r  Darlene. Open Adoption, Helen Ga l l age r ' s  group i n  
Eugene, r epo r t s  several  completed searches. Two were Hel,enls f o r  two of her  
"adopted adul t ' '  ch i ld ren .  Congra tu la t ions  t o  a1 1 ! ! Reunions happen every day. 
A new TV show c a l l e d  Fantasy on KGW Channel 8 from 2:00 t o  3:00 PM weekdays 
has one per  show. 

SEARCH FOR YESTERDAY 

You have denied me 
My b i  r t h r i  gh t  
The t r a d i t i o n s  
H i s t o r y  and l o r e  

The fami l y  t r e e  
I s  su re l y  plante'd 
Somepl ace and anchored 

But I am unearthed 
With t h i s  unknown l i neage  
I have no r o o t s  

Though my bark 
I s  aged and tough 
My i ns i des  s t i l l  s c a t t e r  
I n  a ba lqy w ind 's  b rea th  

D id i  S. Dubelyew 
Long Beach, N e Y o  





62nd OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY--1W3 Replar Session 

House Bill 2598 
Sponsored hy Representative W O N C  (a1 the requcsl of Albertinri Kerr Centers for Children. The Boys and Girls Aid 

.Society 01 Oregon, Catholic .Services for Children, Holt Adoption Propam. Inc.. Man Adgtion Agency) 

SUMMARY 

T)ce following summary i s  not prepared by the sponsors of the measure: and is not a of the hody thereof suhjtcr to 
consideration by the Legislative Assembly. It is an editor's brief stalemen1 of the essential features of thc measure as 
in t rodud.  

Establishes voluntary adoption registry and provides for the transmission of nonidentifying information on 
the health history and the genetic and social history of adoptees. 

Takes effect January 1,  1984. 

1 A BILL FOR AN ACT 

2 Relating to adoptions; creating new provisions: amending ORS 7.21 1 and 432.420; and prescribing an effective 

3 date. 

Be It Enacted by the People of the Stale of Oregon: 

SECTION 1. It  is the policy of this state that adoption is based upon the legal termination of parental rights 

and responsibilities of birth parents and the creation of the legal relationship of parcnts and child between an 

adoptee and the adoptive parents. These legal and scxial premises underlying adoption must be maintained. 

The state recognizes that some adults who were adopted as children have a strong desire to obtain identifying 

information about their birth parents while other such adult adoptees have no such desire. The state further 

recognizes that some birth parents have a strong desire to obtain identifying information about their hiologic~l 

children who were adopted, while other birth parents have no such desire. The! state fully recognizes the right 

to privacy and confidentiality of birth parents whose children were adopted, the adoprees and the adoptive 
. . 

, pat-ents. The purpose of this Act is to: 

. (1)  ~ e t .  up a voluntary adoption registry where birth parents and adult adoptees may register their 

:&~~ i&nes r  to th;  release of idehtifying information to each other; 

- (2) Provide for the disclosure of identifying information to birth parents and their genetic offspring through 

a social worker employed by a licensed adoption agency, if a birth parent or parents and the adult adoptee are 

registered; and 

(3) Provide for the tranimission of nonidentifying health and social and genetic history of the adult ' 

adoptees, birth parents and other specified persons. 
, . 

!SFXTlON 2. Ai used in sictibns 2 to 16 of this Act: . 
n (1) "Adoptee" means a person who has been adopted in the State of Oregon. 

'23' .. . 
12) "Adoption" means the judicial act of creating the relationship of paient and child where it did not exist 

" , . .. , . 
24 ' . 
25 ' .' (3) "Adoptive parent" means an adult who has become a parent of a child through adoption, 

26 (4) "Adult*' means a person 25 years of age or older. 

K)TF: Matter in hJd lam in an amended xctior~ i s  new: matter Iitalk and h m h t r d )  is existing law to bc ornitled. 



t (5) "Agency" means any public o r  private organization licensed o r  authorized under the laws of this state 
* 

2 t o  place children for adoption. 

3 (6) "Birth parent" is: 

4 (a) The man or  woman who is legally presumed under the laws of  this state to be the father o r  mother of 

5 generic origin of n child; and 

6 (h) A putative father of the child if the birth mother alleges he is the father and the putative father, by 

7 written affidavit or  surrender and release cxecuted within one year of the relinquishment of the child by the 

8 birth mother o r  the termination of parental rights of the birth mother, acknowledges being the child's biological 

9 father. 

10 (7) "Children's Services Division" is the' Children's Services Division of the Department of Human 

1 1 Resources of the State of Oregon. 

I2 (8) "Gcnetic and social history" is a corrrprehensive report, when obtainable, on the birth parents, siblings 

13 to the birth parents, if any,  other children of either birth parent, if any, and parents of the birth parents, and 

14 contains so much of the following as is available: 

15 (a) Medical history; 

16 (b) Health status; 

17 (c) Cause of and age at death: 

18 (d) Height, weight, eye  and hair color; 

19 (e) Ethnic origins; 

M (f) Levels of educational and professional achievement; and 

2 1 (8) Religion, if any. 

22 (9) "Health history" is a comprehensive report, when obtainable, of the child's health status and medical 

23 history at the time of placement for  adoption, including neonatal, psychological, physiological and medical care 

24 history. 

Z! (10) "Putative father" is a man who, under the laws of this state, is not legally presumed to  be the father of 

26 genetic origin of a child, but who claims o r  is alleged to be the father of genetic origin of the child. 

27 (1  1) "Registry" is a voluntary adoption registry as established under section 6 of this Act. 

28 (12) "Successor agency" is an  agency which has the adoption records of another agency because of the 

29 merger of the agency and the successor agency o r  because a former agency has ceased doing business and has 

30 given its adoption records to  the successor agency as provided in subsection (2) of section 3 of this Act. 

3 1 SECTION 3 ,  (1) All records of any adoption finalized in this state shall be permanently maintained by 

32 Children's Services Division o r  by the agency arranging the adoption. 

33 (2 )  If an agency which handles adoptions ceases to d o  business, the agency shall transfer the adoption 

34 records to the Children's Services Division o r  to a successor agency, if the agency gives notice of the transfer 

35 to the Children's Services Division. 

36 SECTION 4. A person o r  agency shall not disclose any confidential information relating to  an  adoption 

37 except as provided in sections 2 to 16 of this Act o r  pursuant t o  a court order. 

3H SECTJON 5. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the information acquired by any voluntary 

39 rrdoptibn registry shall not be disclosed under a n y  freedom of information legislation, rules o r  practice. 
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