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During t h e  1983 sess ion  of  t h e  Texas l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a b i l l  was passed which 
w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a voluntary adoption r e g i s t r y .  T h i s  b i l l  a l s o  makes some 

. changes i n  t h e  Texas Family Code. These changes w i l l  make it very d i f f i c u l t ,  
and i n  mos t  cases  impossible,for an  adoptee t o  ob ta in  h i s  o r  her  records.  
A f t e r  Jan. 1, 1984, an adoptee can only p e t i t i o n  t h e  cour t  t h a t  f i n a l i z e d  
t h e  adoption.  Veryfew o f  those  cour t s  w i l l  open records .  I n  t h e  past ,  
an  adoptee could p e t i t i o n  any d i s t r i c t  judge i n  t h e  county of  adoption 
o r  a d i s t r i c t  judge i n  Travis  County  usti tin). The r e g i s t r y  t h a t  has been ' 

proposed wil1 , in  our opinion, be t o t a l l y  u se l e s s  because o f  a l l  t h e  
condi t ions  t h a t  m u s t  be met before contact  i s  permit ted.  The sponsors 

- of t h i s  b i l l  r e c e n t l y , t r i e d  and f a i l e d  t o  g e t  similar l e g i s l a t i o n  passed . 

i n  Kansas. (See page 2 )  

FINANCIAL REPORT : 

Searchl ine  has a l m o s t  completly depleted itjfunds i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  stop 
passage of  t h e  voluntary r e g i s t r y  b i l l .  Our budget i s  very l imi t ed ,  and 
whileawe do accept  extreme f i n a n c i a l  hardship cases ,  we must l i m i t  a l l  
o the r  work t o  paid members only. 

MEETINGS : 

sea rch l ine  meetings a r e  always held t h e  second Saturday o f  each month. 
Please mark your calendar! You w i l l  no t  be c a l l e d  and reminded of t h e  
schedule.  The meeting p lace  i s  725 Burnwood i n  I rv ing ,  Texas. Meoiings 
w i l l  begin promptly a t  1x30 pm. 

SEARCH A C T I V I T Y :  - 
During t h e  holiday season search a c t i v i t y  w i l l  be l im i t ed  t o  p e t i t i o n i n g  
t h e  cou r t s  f o r  records .  We w i l l  a t tempt t o  ge t  as many adoptee 's  records  
opened before  t h e  new l a w  goes i n t o  e f f e c t .  on J a n . 1 .  

SPECIAL THANKS : 

Spec ia l  thanks t o  Beverly Watson and Barbara Drew f o r  a l l  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  
he lp  and dedica t ion .  

A N N I V E R S A R Y  a 

I n  ~ a n u a r f i s e a r c h l i n e  w i l l  begin it s t h i r d  year  o f  s e rv i ce .  We would 
l i k e  t o  t ake  t h i s  opportuni ty  t o  thank a l l  o f  you who have helped 
through your . con t r ibu t ions  and support t o  make Searchl ine a sucess.  
We have now had over 200 completed searches.  



P a t  Palmer i s  con t inu ing  h e r  work on t h e  book 'Searching I n  Texas8 .  
P rogress  h a s  been s l o w  due t o  c o n s t a n t  i n t e r r u p t i o n s ,  day and n i g h t .  
The o r i g i n a l  dead l ine  was Sep t .  1. S e a r c h l i n e  te lephone hours  a r e  f r o m  
9am-4pm - f o r  P a t ,  and 7pm-10pm f o r  bo th  P a t  and Ed. P lease  observe t h e s e  
hours ,  and on ly  c a l l  when necessa ry .  Put your se l f  i n  P a t ' s  place!  How 
would you l i k e  a c o n s t a n t  ba r rage  of c a l l s  when you a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
p repare  b r e a k f a s t  f o r  your fami ly?  How would you f e e l  if you were con- 
s t a n t l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  whi le  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  your  c h i l d r e n  ready f o r  school?  
How would you r e a c t  i f  you c o u l d n ' t  e a t  d i n n e r  without  t h e  phone r i n g -  
i n g  c o n s t a n t l y ?  How would you enjoy be ing  awakened l a t e  a t  n i g h t  and 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning by a r i n g i n g  phone? While you may enjoy a q u i e t  
Sunday and h o l i d a y s ,  P a t  seldom g e t s  t h a t  luxury .  P lease  have cons ide ra  
t i o n .  Once a g a i n ,  Sea rch l ine  te lephone  hours  a r e  Monday t h r u  Sate ,9am- 
4 p m  f o r  P a t ,  and 7pm-1Opm f o r ' b o t h  Pa t  and' Ed. P lease  do n o t  c a l l '  on 
Sundam o r  ho l idays .  
Many of you f e e l  t h a t  t h e s e  hours  do n o t  app ly  t o  you because a persona 
f r i e n d s h i p  has  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  If s o ,  , t h i s  i s  even more reason t o  be 
c o n s i d e r a t e .  Th i s  r u l e  a p p l i e s  t o  everyone. 
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ANN LANDERS: -. .. . . I 

We encourage everyone t o  w r i t e  t o  Ann ~ a n d ' e r s  and l e t  he r  know how 
f e e l .  Write t o  Ann Landers, P.O. Box 11995, Chicago, I l l .  60611 

.. 
:* .- DEAR A N N  LANDERS:There is 
.. 'aTVshow called Fantasy thatreun- 
jtcsadopted a I children with their nat- 
.pra).mothcrs. I think it isdisgusting. 
.);want to adopt a child and I would 
:like some facts before I go ahead 
'with A my plans. . 

Is it possible for adopted children 
tdget  thcir hands on their original 

.birth records? Can they find thcir 
-biological ~nothcrs? Lord, I hope 
-not. If  and when I adopt a child, I 
don ' t  want to live in fear that one 
day I will hear a voice on the.other 
*e'nd of the phorie or meet face t o '  
face a t  my front door a woman who 

.saps, "I want to see the child you 
!adopted 15 yearsago.She belongs to 
:me." ., 
:. rcan't in)agineanytfiing moredis- 

- a .  

ruptive to the child or  more heart- 
breaking to the woman who reared 
the little one than a stranger who* 
demands entry into that young per- 
son's life. 

Please let me know if you agree. - Afraid In La. , 

DEAR AFRA1D:The handling of 
adoption records varies aqcording 
to the state law. In July the  state 
legislators in Illinois succeeded in 

passings bill that will kecpadoption 
rccordsscalcd forever. I was behind 
th i s  effort 100. percent and am d c  : 

lighted it succeeded. 4 

-. . 

record handling 
3 

Searchline Welcomes Your 
Suggestions And Contributions 

For Future Newsletters . * 

AAC: 

The American Adoption' Congress h a s  asked Searchl ine  and t h e  l o c a l  branch 
of C . U . B .  t o  h o s t  t h e  1984 Region 4 conference. The conference w i l l  be 
held August 4-5 a t  t h e  M a r r i o t t  i n  I r v i n g ,  Texas. You w i l l  be rece iv ing  
more information i n  t h e  months ahead. We w i l l  need volunteers  t o  help  
a t  t h e  convention w i t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  s e t t i n g  up t h e  banquet, a s s i s t i n g  
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  room, and misc. c l e r i c a l  d u t i e s .  

HAVE A HEART - GIVE YOURSELF A BREAK ! ! ! 

We have repeatedly  requested t h a t  you lhit your phone c a l l s ,  b o t h  in,  
frequency and l eng th .  Most searches  r equ i r e  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  research .  
Th is  t a k e s  l o t s  o f  t ime. You may a c t u a l l y  legnthen your own search by - 
c a l l i n g  Searchl ine  ' f requent ly .  When we have anything t o  r e p o r t ,  we w i l l  
con tac t  you immediately. If you a r e  i n  need of  support ,  we encourage 
you t o  a t t e n d  our monthly meetings. Sharing & support  i s  t h e  main purpose 
o f  t he se  meetings. Please  he lp  u s  s o  t h a t  we may help you. 

PUBLICITY : 

Recent p u b l i c i t y  h a s  included an  in te rv iew Pat  Palmer gave t o  KRLD 
r a d i o  i n  Dal las .  The all-news s t a t i o n  repeated t h e  spot  severa l  t imes 
thrmughout t h e  day. I n  September, t h e  I rv ing  Daily News p r in ted  an 
a r t i c l e  about Searchl ine .  A copy o f  t h a t  f e a t u r e  i s  included i n  t h i s  
news le t t e r .  F o r  s eve ra l  months, Warner-Amex TV Cable i n  Dal las  h a s  
been running a f r e e  announcement f o r  s ea rch l ine  on it s Community 
B u l l e t i n  Boa rd  channel.  



I 
Daily News photo by RON BASELICE 

Searchline founders Pat Palmer (left) and Ed 
Mulder help adoptees find their  roots. At right 
is Mulder's adoptive mother, Louise. 

B y  SUSAN I ~ R A S N O W  '. . . I  

. .  to find out w1l:ertzi'thnt child wns. ' '1, nhdition to the 200 . .  , ~ucceesful' 
D n i l y  News S t n f f  rh B u t  during::.the , pnst two yenrs, senrchca completed through Search-' . . . , . . i . . . '.."* . !,. . - 4:200 people .arp,und the country hnve . line since ' t h a t  time, .Mrs..  Palqie; 
: : ~ o o t s .  ~ e e a u s e  the United Stntee :.! hien conneeid  t o  their, pps t  with. and Mulder hive cbunebled ,. . henrly.' ,&,.', 

. . is a country of transients qnd immi- . the aid of a tlon-profit'Irving-based 1,000 others by..,&dephono. ;.'. .:.;...":.:: :.. . ..'. , $  

grants - a nntion without a long group cal!ed Searchline; .':, . ,. .. The  calls . . ' i tart  .. early in the .. morri-; . , 

historyof its own - we hnve a fnsci- . ) . ,  Searchlino ' w~e:~,'conceived just ' ing anti continuo lnte into the ni iht ,"  
nation with discovering. our roots. : . over two ycnrs ago b y p a t  Palmer, nn nnd they come from ,.every;'~atite.;. 
ICnowillg where we came from nnd' Irving reeident who0hhd~.aurrendered Mrs. Pnlmer inid s h  sperh(.  ils: . .. 
wl,o our deecclldnnts were helps us ..an infant tondoptidp wheniellc was . much as 10 t o 1 2  hours n day; seven:: . . . . ,  . .. 
to'undcrstnnd who .we nre. .. 25, and.Ed Mulder,:.,nn'Irying nntive . : days n week,? tnlking to ~eop~e;:i;fioji  . .', ' :,, ,., ; ,:, / 1 :,,. , 13ul for the t w o o u t  of every 100 nnd ndoptec: :; . ,  , . ' ?,I. . , . need udvice'on how to open'the'dooe 
Americans who nre ndopted,, the '  .' Mrs. I3nlmDr:.~ and : Mulder met on their pait;  ; , . . . I . . , . :  .. , I  ". 

8 . .t ' .,,;!; 
r0ot.s of the family tree stnrt bnd.?nd through ~ o n c c r n e d  'United Birth "We try;,th;help , , q n y $ ' o d y . , ~ t h ~ : ~  
with them. , .. i Parents (CUB) in ~ 1 n n 0 :  I A t  the time cnlls us, no, &attef"what :  their: birra; 

Up until n few years ago, ii wds CUB firas 'basicnlly just. a support culnstnnces *re. \Vd k o n t  to  heip,ni; '  .,., eitller impo9aible or. extremely cx- group, soid Mrs.. ~ a l m c r , :  and they many pcople ~ $ ' & ~ . d i i ~ ~ , ~  she sRid; . '  

~,c~lsive for an ritioptec to find out felt they ~ykntcd to"eatnb1ish an or- According to , Mrs. Pnlmer, she 
who thcir  birl.11 porcnta were. 11 urns rgllnizat,iOll~-bhnt could actllnlly help 1 ~ 1 8  bccome an ncc'on~plishcd detec- 
even morc dil'fidult for a womnn who 'people iti ;;i~eir ~ o a r c h  for pnrcnts or 
hnci surrendered n chilcl to ndoption children. Sue SEAIZCI.ILINE, P.2A 

Searchline tries tohelp adoptees 
.., "\Ye hnve people come to us who enough informntion to  complete a 

IZt-0111 I'nge 1.A hnve pnid s much ns '$15,030 to search and are surprieed when they 
$20,000 for this informntion. \Yo'rc find out how cney it is to do, she 

tivc nnd gencologist during llcr pnst trying to help people cnnlt  of- ,said. 
two yenrs will( Seurchline. Altllough forcl this kind of a,lc suid. 

. . 
As the reeult of recently pasaed 

ehc could.chnrgc hnndsomcly for hcr House Bill 1174, 'however, acnrchce 
services, ehc prefers to kccp Senrcll-: thnt arc about. to get more difficult ngain, 
line non-profit. . techniquce ehc uace to  help people 

"A lot of pcople go to an nttorncy . find out who their birth mothcre Previously, an .ndopted in Toxne 
and pay a big fec to get thnt record wcre or to locnte children given up could rjetition judge judge unti l  

for ndoption nre lcgnl. opcncd. They don't hnve to; they cnn he found. one willing to unaeul his 
do it thcmsclvcu," said Mrs. Pnlmer. O f t e n ,  p c o p l c  n l r e n d y  hnve  ndoption recorrle. With the rlew law, 
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WE HAVE -. H.AD 1 1 0 ~ 1 ~ ~ s  AND REUNIONS 
ETTER. HERE A R E  SI%E .GQX LAST t*4E ,... - 

a A FEW O F  THE STORIES: 

I Heartline Editor Pat Palmer 

J u d y  C.  found h e r  b i r th fa ther  a f t e r  finding and meeting her  birthmother a month before. 
Her b i r th fa ther  and  his family were very  receptive and have visited back andfor th  with 
J u d y  and h e r  d a u g h t e r  several  times. J u d y  also has  a '  really neat adoptive mother who 
has been suppor t ive  and helpful all t h e  way. .. 

Who could forge t  Amy Hull and h e r  fantas t ic  reunion?. It was 'on Channel 11 N e w s ,  
t h e  Dallas Times Herald,  t h e  national program "Fantasy",  several  papers  in California, 
and one  in Alaska. Amy was reunited with her  mother from Alaska, h e r  s ip t e r  from 
California and  her  b ro ther  from Minnesota. Her sister flew to Dallas to meet with 
Amy and was m e t  by  newspaper and television repor ters .  Then  Fantasy paid everyones .  
expenses  to California and Amy saw her  birthmother for  t he  first time on t h e  Fantasy 
progt-am. Fantasy I-olled ou t  t h e  red ca rpe t  for them. Amy even brought  back Pat 
Palmer Telly Savalasfa  au tograph.  S h e  was on Fantasy again in September b u t  w e  have . 
not seen  a t ape  of tha t  program. It was supposed to be a recap of some of Fantasy 's  
be t te r  s tor ies .  I 

Clay H .  has  m e t  his birthmother bu t  was disappointed to find t h a t  he  had no half 
bro thers  o r  sisters a s  his birthmother had no o the r  chi ldren . But Believe it O r  Not 
his birthmothet- fou,nd tha t  s h e  and h e r  husband were expecting a special event  r ight  
a f t e r  Clay contacted he r .  S h e  s a y s  it is q u i t e  an adjustment to h e r  to have this . 
ins tan t  motherhood with t h e  soon to be  new baby and he-r 2 0  year  old "babyf '  cropping 
u p  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  We hope Clay wil l  let u s  know whether  h e  has a bro ther  o r  sister 
when it art-iv.es. 

I .  

One  of o u r  most hear tbreaking  cases has been Alene Wards. We first found h e r  
b i r th fa the r f s  family only to learn he  had d ied ' recent ly .  Then  w e  located her  birth- 
mother's family.only to i ea rn ' t ha t  s h e  had a1s.o died some time before. We did learn 
from h e r  birt l imotbnr 's  family t h a t  Alene had a full sister also sur rendered  for 
adoption tha t  s h e  was no t -even  aware existed but  on t racking h e r  down a f te r  a long 
and difficult sea rch  and  with help from some searcher  f r iends  in California w e  learned 
tha t  he r  s i s t e r  was also deceased.  O u r  hear t s  and love really do  go ou t  to Alene. 
Despite all th i s ,  Alene wants everyone to know that  s h e  has found two wonderful haI'f 
b ro thers  on h e r  fa ther ' s  side and th ree  uncles and a grandmother  on her  mother's s ide,  
all o f  whom have welcomed her  joyfully. Alene has writ ten h e r  sister's adoptive parents  
hoping to learn.more about h e r  and they  have promised to send p ic tures  and more informa- 
tion soon. 

t 
J e r r y  L. found his birthmothet- and family i n , a n o t h e r s t a t e .  T h e  reunion went beautifully 
and they hve  s e n t  u s  pic tures .  

Randall M .  found his  birthmother living only two blocks from where  h e  was raised. 
They  had ilived this  close all of his life but  neitliel- were aware. They  knew a lot 
of t h e  same people and had pt-o.bably met'aa lot of times without knowing it. Hisbirtli- 
mother was ve ry  glad to hear  from him but  i t  got off to a funny s t a r t .  H i s  birthmom 
thought  h e  was making an  obsene  phone call when he called and hung up  on him. He 
had s t a r t ed  ou t  his call to h e r  by saying "Are you alone I f  in a ve ry  hushed voice. 

Carol M .  contacted her  b i r t t ~ d a u ~ l i t k r  who was delighted to hear  from her .  Tlie 
adoptive paren t s  were also ve ry  h'appy to hear  ft-pm Carol. 
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. . . .  

. . ,-,,.Melody Weise w a s ,  another s a d  one for,us.., y H e r  mothe 

but s h e  did find. a n  aun t ,  a half b ~ o t h ~ r , ,  and  'a delightful 1 0 1  y e a r  o l d  grandmother .  
. . 

;. . S h e  i s  p I - esen t l y t l - y i ng  t o  locate  h e r  b l r i h f a t h e r .  . . 

. . .  

. 
. . 

. . 

. . V i c k i e  Shaw was ano the r  one o f  o u r  good reunions.  H e r  m o t h e r  was de l i gh ted  to heat- 
from h e r  and  she  has me t  w i t h  h e r  t w i c e  and  also w i t h  h e r  h a l f  b r o t h e r .  

' ~ a n c y  McCee also d i scove red  o'ne of  t hose  big coincidences when' she  located h e r ,  
b i r t h f a m i l y .  H e r  h a l f  b r o t h e r  o n  h e r  fa ther 's  s i de  l i ved  across t h e  s t r e e t  f rom . . . .. . . . 

, . . 

w h e r e  she was ra ised.  Nancy  has met h e r  b i r t h m o t h e r  and  h e r  family a n d  h e r  
. . .  . . 

. . deceased bi I - th fa ther ts  family a l l  o f  whom h a v e  been de l i gh ted  to  hea r  f rom h e r  a n d  . . . .  . . 

know' he r .  S h e  b r o u g h t  a h a l f  s i s t e r  t o  one  meet ing  and  a h a l f  b r o t h e r  to  'another 
. . one  a n d  t h e y  wet-e s u p e r  people. 

Joyce  S n i d e r  has  located and  ta l ked  t o  h e r  b i r t h d a u g h t e r .  It was a dream reun ion  
w i t h  t h e  adop t i ve  p a r e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a n d g l a d  f o r  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r .  Joyce  and  . $. 

h e r  husband  w h o i s  a l s o  t h e  b i r t h f a t h e r  h a v e  met  w i t h  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  tw i ce  and  
have  t a l ked  t o  h e r  o n  t h e  phone  severa l  times. Joyce's husband  has even  h i r e d  
t h e i r  daugh te r ' s  husband  t o  w o r k  f o r  h im and  t h e  whole fami ly i s  mov ing  to Oklahoma .. 

. . .  .. s. 
a n d  w i l l  s t a y  w i t h  J o y c e a n d  het-. husband  until t h e y f i n d  a p l a c e  t o  l i v e  c l o s e b y .  . , '  . . . . .  

. . 

A d o p t i v e  pa ren t s  a r e  complete ly . . sbpport ive.  J o y c e t s d a u g h t e r  seems to b e a s  warm 
a n d f u l l  o f  l i f e  as J o y c e i s  a n d w e a r , e  v e r y  v e r y  happy f o r  Joyce  who  i s  a special  . . 

f r i end  . . o f  Pat  Palmers s ince  they  were  in t h e  same home a t  t h e  same t ime jome 2 0  . . 

yea rs  ago. 
. . .  > ' - . . .  I 

A. W . h a d a  v e r y  good reun ion  w i t h  h i s  b i r t h m o t h e r  a n d  has' t a l ked  to - f a ~ i l y . o f  h is ,  . . . . .  . . . . .  . . .  

birth fa ther .  who i s  deceased. T h e y  we re  a l l  h a p p y  to h e a r  f rom h im .  . . , .  . 

. . 
. . 

Jeanet te  S. vdas looking for h e r  son's b i r t h f a t h e ? .  Found t h a t  h e  was deceased but 
h a s  t a l k e d  to his w idow and  reun i ted '  h e r  son w i t h  his h a l f  s i b l i ngs .  , . . . 

. . 
B o b  P a r k e r  found h i s  b i r t hmo the r ,  h i s  b i r t h f a t h e r ' s  fami ly  and 13 h a l f  b r o t h e r s  and  

s i s t e r s  who a r e  also h i s  f i r s t  cous ins s ince  h i s  b i r t hmo the r ' s  s i s t e r  was h i s  fa ther ' s  
wife. I t  i s  ' a l l  v e r y  compl icated but eve ryone ' f r om  unc les a n d  aun ts  o n  d o w n  were  
t h r i l l e d  to  hea r  f rom h im. H e  has t a l ked  t o  a l l  13 brotl-rers, s i s t e r s  and  couns ins  o n  
phone.  He i s  ' go ing  t o  v i s i t  them in November  and t h e y  a r e  h a v i n g  a big fami ly  
r e u n i o n  w i t h  o v e r  100 people p resen t .  B o b  i s  one  of  t h e  n ices t  people we h a v e  

- e v e r  wo rked  w i t h  and  t h e  funn ies t .  H is  new family i s  wonde r f u l  , j u s t  l i k e  Bob. 
We a r e  rea l l y  h a p p y  t h a t  t h i s  one  w o r k e d  o u t  so well .  

G. P. f o u n d , h e r  birthson deceased and  i s  p resen t l y  trying to find some o f  h i s  fami ly .  

Donna W.  j u s t  h e a r d  from.. h e r  b i r t hson .  It was .one of . t h e  sweetest  l e t t e r s  y o u  h a v e  
e v e r  heard .  H e  seems l i k e  a f ine bo'y, Good l u c k  t o  Donna.  

M a r y  M. found h e r  s i s te r  close in Texas  a n d  $hey had  a v e r y  q u i c k ,  t ea r fu l ,  j o y f u l  
reuniotcl and  t h e y  look j u s t  al ike. 

Jean B. f ound  h e r  b i r thmom deceased but has t s l ked  t o  ha l f  s i s te rs  and  re la t ives  a l l  
of whom wet-e glad t o  hea r  from he r .  We a r e  s t i l l  trying to locate one h a l f  b ro the r .  

She l l y  S.  f o u n d  he\- birthm-om and  tw-o sistet-s orily t o  find t h a t  bir-thmom h a d  ma r r i ed  
a man w i t h  She l l y ' s  l as t  name a n d  one  of h e r  s i s te rs  has She l l y ' s  m idd le  name a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  one  has She l l y ' s  f i r s t  name. T h i s  i s  i n c red i b l e  and  goes beyond  t h e  bounds  
o f  c ~ i n c i d e n c e l m a ~ i ~ e  having two c h i l d r e n  w i t h  the same f i r s t  and las t  name. 

. . .  

/Sandra  K. found h e r  g r o w n  b i r t h s o n  v e r y  h a p p y  to  hear  f rom he r .  Sand ra  i s  o n  C loud  9. , 
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