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BIRTH PARENTs/RELATIVE GROUP OF CANADA 

I 5317 - 145 Avenue 
1 
1 Edmonton, Alberta 

Phone: (403) 473-4552 

St.thomoa AqutnM Hlgh 
School reunlon, graduating . 
cl-8 Of 1962.68, iS 
planned for Aug. 5-7 In Pen- 
ho!d. If you have not received 
ao invitation contact Su- , 
zanne Erickson, 116 McLerin , 

Cr;, Red Oser, T4R 1 SB; 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

These, are j u s t  a few o f  my personal.  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
a t  t h e  National Adoption Conference May 1 2 t h  t o  
1 5 t h ,  1983, which Penny and I a t t e n d e d .  

During r e g i s t r a t i o n  on  t h e  1 2 t h ,  I g o t  i n t o  a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  one o f  t h e  Adoptive P a r e n t s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  members who w a s  i nvo lved  w i t h  
r e g i s t r a t i o n s .  A t  one p o i n t  she  asked who I w a s  
t h e n  looked a t  my name t a g .  She s a i d  "Oh y e s ,  
Madeline Webb. Who are you w i t h ? " " ( r e p r e s e n t i n g )  
"The B i r t h  P a r e n t  & Relat ive  Group o f  Canada" s a y  
immediate r e a ' c t i o n  w a s  II oh II r a t h e r  i n d i g n a n t l y  I 

s a i d  s h e  had r e a d  my ar t icles  i n  t h e  S t .  A l b e r t  & 
Gaze t t e .  I asked h e r  what s h e  though t  o f  them. 
r e p l y ,  " W e l l !  I had mixed f e e l i n g s .  End o f  Conv 

s I .  The , 
t h o u g h t .  She 
M o r i n v i l l e  

Another i n d i g n a n t  
, e r s a t i o n .  

W e  f e l t  a s  though we had been locked i n t o  a b lock  o f  ice f o r  f o u r  
days.  Everyone seemed t o  be "keeping a n  eye"  on  u s .  

This  day happened t o  be t h e  b i r t h d a y  o f  my da.ughter whom I ' m  s t i l l  
s e a r c h i n g  fo r  (when I have t i m e ) .  I w a s n ' t  i n  v e r y  good s p i r i t s  
n a t u r a l l y  as  any b i r t h p a r e n t  can  unders t and .  So I w a s n ' t  t o o  
a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e s e  comments - e s p e c i a l l y  when I l a t e r  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a d o p t i v e  mother i s  a l s o  a BIRTHMOTHER who 
marr ied  t h e  b i r t h f a t h e r .  I can  o n l y  assume t h a t  s h e  must r e a l l y  
be s u f f e r i n g  w i t h  g u i l t  - i f  o n l y  s h e  would a l l o w  us  t o  h e l p  h e r  
w i th  h e r  f e e l i n g s .  

Love, Madeline 

P -5. I N  CASE A1JYGi"i.i I S  WONDERIiiG, aVERYONE I S  WELCOME 
I AT OUR MEETIiqGS I F  THEY SUPPORT OUR CAUSE. 
I 
I PLEASE FE3L FREE TO BRING FRIEKDS, WLATIVES, ETC. 
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"I POUND HER" "I FOUND HER" . . .  
"I FOUND HER" 

i 
. . 

I ' t h i n k  A p r i l  1 4 t h  w a s  one of t h e  h a p p i e s t  days  o f  my l i f e .  I 
spoke t o  my daugh te r  Ruth a t  Seba Beach, Alber ta .  

I t  was a t r a u m a t i c  expe r i ence  b u t  t h e  on ly  t i m e  w e  c r i e d  w a s  
when I t o l d  her s h e  had two s i s t e r s , a n d  I cried when s h e  sa id  

r c ~ ~ ~ l l  . "Good-Bye, 

I have f i v e  more grand c h i l d r e n  and a g rea t -g randch i ld  ano the r  
son-in-law and Ruth w i l l  be coming t o  Maple Ridge on May 1 3 t h ,  
t o  revew o u r  l o n g  overdue meeting face t o  face. These are 
goinrt. t o  be a long  f o u r  weeks, b u t  after a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s  I can 
w a i t  a b i t .  l o n g e r .  

I owe t h i s  reunion  t o  t h e  n i c e s t  l i t t l e  person  "Adele P r i e s t l y "  
who l i v e s  n o t  f a r  from my home and who r e a l l y  p u t  m e  on t h e  
r i g h t  t r a c k .  I remembered a l i t t l e  g i r l  Ruth used t o  p l a y  
w i t h  i n  Edmonton and a f t e r  a te lephone  c a l l  t o  Empress Alberta 
w e  were able t o  locate Ruth. 

To you, Madeline,  I g i v e  my s i n c e r e s t  thanks  f o r  t h e  h e l p  you 
were a b l e  t o  g i v e  m e ,  a lso  f o r  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  they  were very  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  I never  r e a l i z e d  be fo re  t h e r e  were s o  many p a r e n t s  
and c h i l d r e n  loolting f o r  each o t h e r ,  my h e a r t g o e s  o u t  t o  them 
a l l  and I do hope many 0 5  them w i l l  be as  i o r t u n a t e  as I w a s .  

Good Luck t o  you and a l l  your a s s o c i a t e s  i n  your s e a r c h e s .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

Bernice St ibbon 

.. *** 
Almost a Halo 

j . There's a glow of radiance 
. ' That outshines all the others. * 

: a  You see it in the faces 
Of newborn babies' mothers. 

- Omar Cayenne 



Earlier, Sbgstad called as-two. 
persons adopted in Albert4 (where simply a 
letter to the appropriate agency gets the re- . 

' quired information). Both attested toq the 
. contribution a reunion with their birtb pa* . 
ents had made to their emotional ve lL  
bein . Kelly has said he w m n i n h -  3 me ary if his application is approved by 
tlEGirt. 
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PHONE BOOKS 

W e  now have a g r e a t  select ion of  phone books from B r i t i s h  Isles, 

W e  w i l l  soon (I hope) be ca t a logu ing  o u r  r e s o u r c e  mater ia l .  
Anyone have some f r e e  t i m e  t o  spend i n  t h e  o f f i c e ?  

MORE SEARCH INFO 

We sugges t  VOII w r i t e  a Letter t o  person  y o u ' r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  and 
send t o  s o c i a l  Services t o  be p laced  on f i l e .  A l s o  keep copy 
and p u t  i n  s a f e t y  d e p o s i t  box o r  w i t h  your w i l l  i n  case the  
person you are s e a r c h i n g  f o r  shows up a f t e r  your  d e a t h ,  t o  
be g iven  t o  them. 

When w e  sugges t  you sehd us  c o p i e s  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  r e l a t i n g  t o  
your s e a r c h ,  i .e .  documents, e tc . ,  it i s  mainly for  sa fekeep ing  
and h e r e  is  a good example why. One of  o u r  members r e c e n t l y  
had a house f i r e  - which i n  i t s e l f  i s  d e v a s t a t i n g  - and l o s t  
a l l  h e r  documents, e tc .  F o r t u n a t e l y  w e  have c o p i e s  i n  o u r  o f f i c e  
on h e r  f i l e .  

THE HENDERSON DIRECTORY 

Those who know what t h e  ?lenderson D i r e c t o r y  i s  have o f t e n  
r e f u s e d  t o  g ive  t h e  i n f o .  necessary  t o  be l i s t ed ,  due t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  c r e d i t o r s  use  t h e  d i r e c t o r y .  Please remember t h a t  i f  you 
are n o t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  H e n d e r s o ~  Di rec to ry  t h a t  it may mean t h a t  
your c h i l d ,  mother,  e tc . ,  cannot  t r a c e  you. I f  you are afraid 
you may have been missed when they  come door  t o  door  or j u s t  



Page 4 .  
. want t o  be s u r e  y o u ' r e  l i s t e d  send your  i n fo rma t ion  t o :  

t 

HENDERSON DIRECTORIES 
100 E a s t  4 t h  Avenue 
Vancouver, B.C. i i 

V5T 1 G 3  

i 

Send: N a m e  
, 
> 

Spouse ' s  N a m e  
Occupation and p l a c e  of  employment 
Whether you r e n t  o r  own 
Address 

SEYMOUR HAMILTON'S STORY 

No one e v e r  to ld  m e  t h a t  I w a s  adopted.  I found o u t  one day w h e n ,  
my mother took m e  t o  v i s i t  some o l d  f r i e n d s  of h e r s .  The l a d y  
said "Is t h i s  Seymour? I can remember when you f i r s t  adopted ,. 
him. I' I w a s  1 5  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I pre tended  I h a d n ' t  , , 
heard  a t h i n g  because my poor mother a lmos t  died o f  shock.  i 

j 

I d o n ' t  recall  f e e l i n g  any anger o r  resen tment  b u t  i f  anyone e v e r  ! 
4 

s a i d  any th ing  t o  m e  abou t  f i n d i n g  my real mother,  I s imply s a id ,  
"She d i d n ' t  want m e  s o  why should  I want he r?"  A s  I g o t  o l d e r ,  w 

i 
though, and impor tan t  t h i n g s  s ta r ted  t o  h e  i n  my l i f e  such 
as  g e t t i n g  married and having c h i l d r e n  of my own, I began t o  1 

cons ide r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f i n d i n g  her. 

J u s t  be fo re  Chr is tmas ,  1982, c u r  d o c t o r  n o t i c e d  t h a t  our  y o u n g e s t t  
son ,  then  1 6  months o l d ,  w a s  n o t  g a i n i n g  weight  as he should .  
During t h e  n e x t  4 months, he underwent a l o t  of d i f f e r e n t  tests 

i 

and my w i f e ,  Linda and I exper ience  a l o t  of  a n x i e t y .  I knew 
no th ing  of  my n a t u r a l  f ami ly  or  my f a m i l y ' s  medical  h i s t o r y  and 
so i n  t h e  summer of 1982, I asked my w i f e  t o  w r i t e  t o  Social 
S e r v i c e s  t o  see what w e  could  f i n d  o u t .  

Linda had worked w i t h  R a e  Doesburg, who was involved  w i t h  P a r e n t  
F inde r s .  R a e  t o ld  us who t o  write t o  f o r  a family  h i s t o r y  s h e e t '  
and an Adoption Order.  I n  August 1 9 8 2 ,  1 r e c e i v e d  same. The 
fami ly  h i s t o r y  s h e e t  sa id  t h a t  my mother had 4 b r o t h e r s  and t h a t  
hex f a the r  worked i n  lumber camps. The Adoption Order s a i d  my 
name a t  b i r t h  w a s  Peter Marsden. 



ADDRESS. ..'..... .:. .... .. . . . . - . . . .  .. ... .. . . . 

Residence) (Business) PHONE.! ................................................ 
.... .. I AM A: Birthfather Adoptee.. Birthmother.... 

.... .... ~irthsister Birthbrother.... Foundling 

Fostered.... Adoptive Parent.... 

.... ADOPTEE : Name at Birth................................. 

Date of Birth .................................... 
Place of Birth................................... 

.................................. BIRTHPARENT: Date of Birth. 

............. BIRTHPATHER: Name............................... 

BIRTHMOTHER: Name............................................ 

IF YOU WISH TO HAVE ALL THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE WE STRONGLY 
URGE YOU TO PURCHASE BACK ISSUES OF OUR NEWSLETTERS .FROM 
DECEMBER 1982 UP TO TI-IIS DATE AT $1.00 EACH. THEY ARE AN 
INVALUABLE SOURCE OF INFORMATION AND SHOULD BE KEPT TOGETHER IN 
BOOK FORM FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. 



Page 6 .  
SOMETHING NEW 

. 
1 

I n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  months I ' v e  had t w o  phone ca l l s  from women 
who are p r e g n a n t a n d  who feel t h e y  must g i v e  up t h e i r  babies. 
B u t t h e y  a r e  af ra id  t o  go through Social S e r v i c e s  and would 
p r e f e r  a p r i v a t e  adop t ion .  Of c o u r s e  a p r i v a t e  adop t ion  must 
go through P o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and t h e  Cour t  r e g a r d l e s s ,  b u t  I 
b 3 l i e v e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  new awareness w e  have today ,  t h a t  a woman 
could  e x e r c i s e  more c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  f o r  h e r  and h e r  
c h i l d ' s  f u t u r e  b e n e f i t .  

Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  h i n d s i g h t  i s  n o t  t h e  b e s t  i n s t i n c t  b u t  l a te r  on 
I wondered if t h e r e  were any people  i n  o u r  group who were w a i t i n g  
t o  adopt .  I n  t h e s e  two mentioned cases t h e  b i r t h m o t h e r s  d i d  n o t  
have anyone s p e c i f i c  i n  mind t o  g i v e  t h e i r  babies t o .  

Then l a t e r  on ,  I g o t  a l e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  same concern .  A f t e r  a 
l e n g t h y  t e l ephone  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  the  b i r t hmo the r  (who a l s o  
had no s p e c i f i c  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  i n  mind) w e  came t o  a mutual  
agreement.  She f e l t  t h a t  s h e  would l i k e  h e r  baby t o  be adopted 
by someone from o u r  group because  o f  o u r  open a t t i t u d e s  a b o u t .  
adop t ion .  She hopes t o  keep i n  touch  w i t h  t h e  Adont.ive P a r e n t s  
perhaps  have p i c t u r e s  as h e r  c h i l d  grows, e tc . ,  w i t n  a good 
in fo rma t ion  exchange between h e r s e l f  and t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s .  
Sounds l i k e  o u r  dreams come t r u e .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e r  baby i s  due i n  June  and a t  t h i s  l a t e  d a t e  
t h e r e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  t o o  l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  make any ar rangements .  
However, s i n c e  she  i s  i n s i s t i n g  on p r i v a t e  a d o p t i o n  S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  h a s  consen ted  t o  g i v e  h e r  p r o f i l e s  on  t h r e e  p r o s p e c t i v e  
f a m i l i e s  from which s h e  c a n  choose.  I r e a l i z e  t h i s  i s  a s t e p  
forward f o r  t h e  Government b u t  can anyone h o n e s t l y  choose t h e  
f a t e  and f u t u r e  f o r  h e r  c h i l d  from paper  s t a t i s t i c s ! ?  Th i s  i s  
t h e  t o t a l  e x t e n t  of  h e r  c h o i c e ,  however, as s h e  w i l l  n o t  know 
t h e  f a m i l y ' s  name o r  whereabouts o r  have any f u t u r e  c o n t a c t .  So 
w h a t ' s  t h e  b i g  d i f f e r e n c e ? !  I n  my e y e s  t h i s  i s  n o t  p r i v a t e  
adop t ion  o r  open adop t ion .  So t h e  q u e s t i o n s  I p u t  t o  you, o u r  
members, who are concerned abou t  t h e  f u t u r e  of  t h e  adop tee  and 
everyone else concerned are t h e s e :  

1. I-Iow do you feel  abou t  t h i s ?  
2 .  Should w e  encourage c h i l d  placement w i t h i n  o u r . g r o u p ?  

. 3 .  A r e  any of you hoping t o  adop t  and would you c o n s i d e r  
s u r r e n d e r i n g  t o  o r  a c c e p t i n g  a c h i l d  from whi th ing  o u r  group? 
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4 .  What conce rns  would t h i s  c a u s e  f o r  you? 4 . 
5 .  Should w e  approach Social Services about t h i s  and t r y  t o  

come t o  some mutual  agzeement? 

I NEED SOME FEED BACK ON THIS PLEASE. THANKS. 
- 1 - 

.:*..e:.e:..:.4:4. 

' f i t  out a kidder so people can climb into your life. - Slanlev Horowitz 

FROM PARENT FINDERS,  EDMONTON. 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a pa ragraph  from P a r e n t  F i n d e r s  N e w s l e t t e r  
o f  A p r i l  1983. 

"I r e a d  a coup le  o f  a r t ic les  r e c e n t l y  i n  a n o t h e r  local  n e w s l e t t e r  
t h a t  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  m e ,  t h e  r e a s o n  be ing  t h a t  some of t h e  
s t a t e m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  t h e r e i n  are n o t  tme.  I t  seems t o  m e  
t h a t  it is hard enoucrh t o  s e a r c h  a n d f i n d  as it is w i t h o u t  
having radical  unresearched  s t a t e m e n t s  be ing  made t h a t  o n l y  
confuse  peop le  more. However I gues s  t h e s e  peop le  must be 
s h o r t  of news f o r  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  so be forwarned t o  check 
o u t  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  s t a t e m e n t s  b e f o r e  you ac t .  11 . . 

I was n o t  go ing  t o  make any comment abou t  t h i s  b u t  feel  I must 
a s  I d o n ' t  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  idea what La r ry  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  
If  w e  have made an error i n  o u r  s t a t e m e n t s  w e  want t o  know 
what i t  i s  and i f  an apology I i s  i n  order - i t  w i l l  be g i v e n .  

I l e a v e  it t o  you t o  draw you own c o n c l u s i o n s  abou t  t h e  o v e r a l l  
i n s i n u a t i o n s  of  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made. 

I t  seems t h a t  P a r e n t  F i n d e r s  sees u s  as r i v a l s .  P e r s o n a l l y  
I feel  t h e r e  i s  no room f o r  r i v a l r y  among groups  who are 
supposedly  working towards t h e  same g o a l s .  W e  have ex tended  
o u r  hand t o  P a r e n t  F i n d e r s  b u t  it h a s  n o t  been accep t ed .  I 

1 hope t h i s  changes i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Ticket to Success 
Of all life's journeys, 

The most important trip each day 
Is to me&t the other fellow 

At least halfway. 
-Ruth M. Walrh I 
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PUBLICATIONS 

W e  are now r e c e i v i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n s  from Can Mental Hea l th  
A s s o c i a t i o n  which w i l l  be avai lable  f o r  borrowing by members. 
R e m e m b e r  w e  a lso  have c o p i e s  of briefs submi t t ed  on beha l f  o f  o u r  
cause  and many a r t ic les  on a d o p t i o n  f o r  borrowing.  Also w e  have 
monthly n e w s l e t t e r s  from CUB. A l l  i t e m s  must be r e t u r n e d  by 
t h e  fo l l owing  meet ing.  

PERSONAL MESSAGES 

Dan T. - have you had any r e s u l t s  from y o u r ' l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
b i r t hmo the r?  

Randy C .  - Welcome t o  o u r  group ------ a t  l a s t !  
. . . . 

Lynn W . -  Welcome back.  
.. . 

. . 

N i c k i  P.  - Welcome back.  

Joan F.  - Have you had any l uck  t r a c i n g  F l eu ry?  

To whomever - I s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  q o t  my book back "Once Removed". 
W e  d e s p e r a t e l y  need it. 

E l a i n e  H .  - I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  f i n a l l y  meet you i n  pe r son .  Wish 
I you much luck  i n  your  s e a r c h .  

Bruce R .  - Thanks f o r  your  o f f e r  t o  h o s t  F t .  Saskatchewan meetinc - 
I s n ' t  it un ' for tunate  t h a t  nobody showed up: Hey, you 
members i n  F t .  Saskatchewan - w h a t ' s  wrong? 

Mary S.  - Keep your c h i n  up. There  must be b r i g h t e r  days  ahead.  

Bern ice  S. - So happy t o  h e a r  o f  your  r eun ion .  Won't you p l e a s e  
s h a r e  it w i t h  us?  

I Ron B. - Where were you?! 

I Everyone - Please send u s  newsc l ipp ings ,  e tc . ,  from newspapers.  

THANK YOU COLUMN 

Brenda T .  - Thank you f o r  your  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  p l a c i n g  (and 
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paying f o r )  ou r  ad i n  t h e  Sunday Sun pe r sona l  column. We've . 
had g r e a t  response from i t ,  .I 

Also,  many thanks  f o r  your sale art icles donated t o  our  f l e a  
market.  

Joanne T.  , C e c  H., Anne S. -  hank you f o r  t ak ing  t h e  t i m e  
t o  w r i t e  and send your very 
impor tant  p r o t e s t  letters. 

I c a n ' t  stress enough how v i t a l  
it is t h a t  you - a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
t h i s  i f  w e  want t o  see any p o s i t i v e  
changes i n  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

W e  w i l l  be p r i n t i n g  t h e s e  p r o t e s t s  
a  a i n  i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  hoping you L 
wlll a l l  respond. 

Joanne T.  - Thank you f o r  your involvement and coopera t ion  - 
a l s o  your k ind  words. 

Linda & C e c  H .  - Thank you f o r  your s a l e  ar t ic les  d o n a t e d f o r  
t h e  f l e a  market.  S p e c i a l  thanks f o r  t h e  
personnel  l i s t  o n  f i r e f i g h t e r s .  

F lo rence ,  S y l v i a ,  Mom and whoever else d i d  t h e  c leanup a f t e r  
t h e  l a s t  meeting,  many thanks .  

. I 
Florence - Thank you f o r  your p a s t  h e l p  i n  keeping t h e  

scrapbooks up t o  date and f o r  t h e  f l e a  marke t  
donat ions .  

Sy lv i a  - Thank you f o r  t a k i n g  over  on t h e  scrapbooks.  I 
I Dorothy p .  - Many thanks f o r  typing .  . !  -. le t ters ,  etc.  I 

Marilyn Z .  husband - Thanks f o r  t h e  l ove ly  s t o o l  (hand made) 
donated f o r  t h e  f l e a  market which g o t  
s o l d  a t  t h e  meeting. 

Brenda Tessier - Thanks f o r  donat ing  an ad i n  t h e  Sunday Sun 
persona l  column a d v e r t i s i n g  our  group. It 
has  brought  very good response.  Thanks aga in .  

I 
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GOVERNMENT NEWS 

W e  are expec t ing  a representa t ive  from N.D.P. Leader G r a n t  
~ o t l e y ' s  o f f ice  a t  our  June 1 3  Meeting t o  delve i n t o  our  reasons 
and f e e l i n g s ,  e tc . ,  as t o  why w e  want some l eg i s l a t ive  changes 
i n  t he  adoption laws. So, please suppor t  o u r  group by showing 
up and making h i s  v i s i t  worthwhile.  W e ' l l  never accomplish 
anyth ing  if w e  don ' t  s t i c k  together  and work together for  
what w e  believe i n .  H e r e ' s  your  chance t o  t e l l  t h e  government 
what you want. 

H o p e f u l l y ,  M r .  Notley w i l l  t h e n  in t roduce  a new Member's B i l l  
i n t o  Par l i ament  fo r  u s  o u t l i n i n g  what w e  want .  

A F 3  YOU WITH US?  

" I f  you a r e n ' t  a p a r t  of t he  so lu t i on .  Then you must  be pa r t  
'I of t he  problem. 

WHICH ONE ARE YOU?: 

ANOTHER P.F. VOLUNTEER AND I S T O O D ' I N  THE LOBBY ONE COLD, NASTY 
DAY WATCHING ONE O F  OUR VETERAN COLLEAGUES BEING BUFFETED BY 
WIND AND DRENCHED BY RAIN A S  SHE MADE THE LONG WALK I N  FROM THE 
PARKING LOT. AS SHE ENTERED THE LOBBY, SOAKED FROM UMBRELLA TO 
BOOTS, I CALLED OUT TO HER, "NOW THERE'S A DEDICATED VOLUNTEER!" 

"YOU ' RE NOT KIDDING,  " SHE RESPONDED. " I F  I WERE BEING P A I D  FOR 
1 11 T H I S ,  I ' D  CALL I N  S I C K .  

B a r b a r a  C .  B r o o k s h i r e  (NYGH Newsletter) 

. . . . 
. ., - Happiness is the day the . :I ... 

'? .. /' judge said to us, "The adop , tion is  final." . . - Jeri christenson, , 

La Puente, Calif. 
W",- . * '  L . .  . .  
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1 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE SURVEY 

PLERSE CNOOSE ONLY ONE RESPONSE UNLESS 07HEm)I SE INDI CATJX). 

ARE YOU: t 

Adoptee 0 6i  r t h s i b l  i n g  O Extended B i r th fami ly  Cl Other i 
a B i  rthparen t UAdopt ive  S tb l ing  O h t e n d e d  Adoptive Family 
fl Adoptive Parent OTwin raised separately OSpouse o f  OMore than one 

UTwin raised together q Professional 

ARE YOU: 2b. ARE YOU: 
0 Ma1 e 0 Under 18 years 0 2 6  - 35 years 0 4 6  - 55 years 
0 Female 19 - 25 years 0 3 6  - 45 years OOver 55 years 

ARE YOU: 
0 I n  Search q Matt ing t o  be found 3b. ARE YOU: 
ONot ready t o  search O N o t  wanting t o  be found 0 The searcher 
DNot  wantfng t o  search ONo' longer i n  search OThe person who was found 
UTaking a vacation from nReuni ted 

search q Not t r i a d  member 

I F  YOU SEARCHED OR WERE FOUND IWS I T  BEEN: 4h. DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR RELATIONSHIP (S) : 
0 Under 1 year 0 3  - 5 years Cl Favorable Unfavorable 

0 M i  xed 0 1 - 3 years OOver 6 years 

DO YOU FEEL YOUR SEARCH HAS BEEN MOST BENCFICIAL FOR YOUR: 
0   den ti ty 0 Contf nu i  ty 0 Information 

WAS YOUR ADOPTION EXPERIENCE: Open q Closed 

I F  THERE ARE ADOPTED SIBLIiiGS I N  THE ADOPTIVE FAMILY I N  YOUR CASE HAVE: 
0 A1 1 searched 0 Some searched None searched 

A l l  expressed i n te res t  OSome expressed . in teres t  . O None expressed i n te res t  
i n  the b i r t h fam i l y  i n  the b i r t h fam i l y  i n  the b i r t h fam i l y  

I F  YOU HAVE BEEN REUNITED, iiOW WAS ME FIRST CONTACT MADE? 8b. WHO MADE THE FIRST 

0 Phone c a l l  0 Let te r  I n  person n o t h e r  CONTACT? 

HOW MUCH TIME PASSED BETWEEN: 10. I F  YOU CONDUCTED MORE THAN ONE SEARCH 

Beginning the search & f i nd ing  WHO D I D  YOU LOCATE FIRST, SECOtjD ETC.? 
Finding & making f i r s t  contact - Adoptee - Birthmother 
F i r s t  contact b I n  person reunjon -Adoptive parent - B i  r t h fa the r  

,Sib1 i n g  ,Other - 
DURING YOUR SEARCIi, HHAT D I D  YOU FIND MOST HELPFUL? 
0 Adoption agency/social worker q Personal Search Appointments Other 

Independent %arch Consultant Vol unteers 
a Workshops/Conferences Books 
0 Search Classes fdewsletters 
0 Slipport Meetings O Group 

ARE YOU: 0 single UMarr ied UDivorced 0 Widowed U Remarried #o f  times 

ARE YOU: Upro tes tan t  U c a t h o l i c  n ~ e w i s h  U b ~ n  0 Other 
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