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- REPORT ON APRIL MTG.. § COMMENTS - ‘'

- Thank you.one and all for making our April meeting a success. There were

. approximately 35 people on hand to hear Mary Shapiro give an over-view of

. Probate Court, and particularly as it relates to ‘adoption. Although much

- of the information. was not directly related to our concerns, we value the

; opportunity to acquaint those significant others in the community with our
“»organization, purpose, and goals. Mary shared willingly, and openly her
-particular efforts to make independent adoptions in Summit County a highly

. caring and professional ‘endeavor. Mary acts-as an advocate for the birth-

i mothers, encouraging thém to consider carefully their decision to relenquish
i: their children.' In this way she avoids applying pressure on a birthparent,
. by reviewing with them any possibility of their keeping their children. We
i look forward to Mary addressing our group again in the future, however we will
. focus on a topic that solely relates to the closed policy re-identifying

., information that. the court now is unwilling, by law, to make available.
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“'The -highpoint of our meeting was hearing from Diane, as she shared her recent
Treunion with her birthmother, and some members of her birth family. Wec were 30
> happy that "the- reunion was successful; and thank Diane for being in attendance
. so that she could.share with everyone her reunion experience.

. Genie Light from'Cle#eland closed our meeting singing her own compositions and
. accompanying herself.on guitar. What a treat! The songs were moving. some of

us to tears with the lyrics sung so beautifully about a birthmother's longing
for a lost,child.  Genie quickly brought our spirits up with an ilpbeat Blues
selection.' Lost § Found Members present want to thank Genie for coming out
for our meeting, (Genie lives in Cleveland), and sharing her heart, and music.

. Also we are happy about Genie's recent phone call reunion with her 18 year old
.. daughter who lives in California. 6 . K '
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E‘MAY MTG TO FEATURE NANCY CLEMENS. OF CATHOLIC CHARfTIES'

* We invite all of our members to make a special effort to attend our May .

. meeting, when Nancy Clemens will speak to us regarding her work at Catholic - -
" Service League. This agency handled many of our adoptions, therefore we have
;. much interest in learning from Nancy past and present policy regarding their

: handling of adoptions, searching birthparents and adoptees, as well as Nancy

i e e e TN

answering questions from the floor. See you soon.
| JT}?Date:T'May 5, 1983

o . .
4.0 Time:~ 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. .
. o b Place: Tallmadge Library, 32 South Ave. (near the circle)
Cor T T e : :
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HOUSE BILL 84 - [vi® . A

On April 13, Carol, Nancy, Jean and Maria went to Columbus to the State House
to. join Paula Burdette (Reunite) and other interested parties to sit in on the
latest hearing of House Bill 84. We. had been unsuccessful in obtaining a copy
of the Bill in advance, therefore we were unprepared to speak knowledgeably
before the Civil and Commercial committee. However, we still took advantage
of the opportunity to speak out for adoptees rights and Carol spoke on behalf

. of Lost & Found,. explaining our work of those involved in the adoptive-triad
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i and the search aspect of our. group. Jean Batis woke up the representatlves
»who were growing wearﬁ of hearing testimony on this bill and previous bills,
~by boldly declaring that pastsecrecy maneuvers, .and the sealed record policy

| would .only encourage more illegal activity, and give rise to unsavory persons

L_who would 'get hold of the information and use it to their own advantage.

«tBecause ‘there were SO many witnesses, the commlttee was unable to vote on the

* bill that day. This was seen as a victory in THAT it means probably two or
more weeks before the bill will come up for voting dgain. During the next

* two weeks the final bill will be worked out, and we feel for the best. The

- following three areas of concern will be included: 1. Spec1f1c time of

. response for the Court or agency to respond ‘to an adoptee's. inquiry into their

! records, ' 2. - ‘Keeping records prior to 1964 open, as well as opening those

; inadvertenly closed prior to 1964, and 3. Prov1d1ng sxbllngs with 3551stance
in obtalnlng 1dent1fy1ng information.
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A DOZEN ROSES TO: igif- 'tﬁf;_;, o - .

[

é,.r...Those thoughtful people who take time to say - "thanks and show encourage-
;"1 . ment to others at the end of a successful search.
.+ +vieThose consistent, plodding patlent searchers who defy both depre551on and
~“i » wavering persrstence.

we s+ Those who stay and work with.us AFTER "THE SEARCH HAS PASSED. ’

a....THOSB WHO. HAVE SHOWN THE SPIRIT OF togetherness by doing actual legwork
ixw‘r in support of another's search,
‘.4.:,.Those demonstratlvely supporative of 1eglslat1ve change.'
.....Tho?e whe gmve of their time unselflshly e g

S . . oty . .

] A SINGLE ROSE TOoﬁM:Lj-H’U:Z“Q “'Jﬁfflf

t e
[ . st BN K
. - - A
. R .

.,‘ ) .

%.d...Those who remain consxderate of search helpersmxhroughout the search,

'&.....Those who keep on 'track, listen te'experlenced advise, and then read to
B ‘prepare for-the big moment.

i.a.sThOSB who remember to 1nc1ude a SASE on mail requests.

f A BUNCH OF WILTBD DANDBLIONS TO:

:0f help,then either stop or hide-frum search at the first failure.

"than not on prime time expensive long distance calls) and then show
5 M'gratitude’ by neither joining or advising of search outcome.
:;.....Those who express deep and devoted interest in making a search BUT will

not commit themselves to the extent of becoming a local group member.

A 1dea, from Orphan Voyage of Florida, 'Tampa Bay Chapter, Fall 1981
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* CONGRATULATIONS JIM for taklng the big step and contacting your birthmother,

twe hope that it was both positive and rewarding. We look forward to giving

.- you needed support in dealing with Reunion Aftermath, Also in learning from
you whatever you may feel could be heipful to others!

.u-a .' RRRRRRRRARKARRRARARAARARA

' AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS: This is a repeat reminder that the AAC National
. Convention will be in Columbus May 19, 20, 21, and 22, Contact Carol for
E further 1nformat10n (923 0340), or your prevlous newsletter.
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a;..‘Those who come on like gangbusters, asking and getting inordinate amounts

r‘.;.;Those who seek and are given extensive advice and search help (more often

.
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! Nancy Clemens, adoption worker with the Akron Catholic Service League, met with our group
' for our May meeting. Nancy provided us with current information regarding her agency's
.x'policy on gearch and reunion, as well as current placement practices of children for

. adoption, More opemmess exists today, Nancy explained, and is recognized as being more

' positive for all members of the adoption triad. Nancy notes a change in counseling unwed
/. mothers toward considering all options available as opposed to pressuring anunwed mother
i to give up her child. Someone remarked, "Where were you 20 years ago?" Also the mothers
i are encouraged to write personal letters to their child so that the child will, when

b- appropriate, have first hand information from the birthparent. Searching birthparents or f
4, adoptees are met with understanding and given all non-identifying information available.

i Prospective adoptive parents are required to attend classes to become sensitized to the

' needs of their adopted children including their need to perhaps someday search. We are

i pleased with the positive approach that Nancy embraces, but it is not yet sufficlent and

.. will never be, until the agency provides complete identifying information upon request of an
by adult adoptee. Agencies hide behind the law yet' fail to take any affirmative leadership

¥ to affect meaningful change. We urge Nancy to continue to become informed particularly re-
% garding the issue of the sealed record ms it relates to the needs of all involved. Further-
;F}more, we urge her . to act on that knowledge and lend her name to the movement; to influence
[ legislatures, and within her own agency be bold wherever possible., Thank you Nancy for
-ﬁzyour willingness ‘to share and learn.
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5 Our June meeting was great! We returned from the A.C.C. conference in Columbus all charged
21 up from meeting terrific people from over 35 states and two contries (Mexico & Canada).

(1% The degree of expertise there was stimulating and encouraging as we sat in on informative

4. seminars hearing from the verterans of the movement regarding what they have learned and

. what they are currently doing in theilr home states and across the country. Informal dis-

. cussions with authors of many of the books we have read were a favorite past-time, especially
. Sandy Musser. (I Would Have Searched Forever & What Kind of Love is This.) With so many

' people present from all over the country some of us practically went around the clock, :
;" soaking up as much knowledge as possible. The group as a whole was most impressive with a }
, collective spirit of faith, strength, courage, and humor. If there was a concensus it was
. to unite and work for the end of the sealed record. In our June meeting we broke up into ]
‘!, small discussion groups and dealt with some of the information brought back from the con-

i ference. The lively discussions gave those who did not attend the conference an opportunity

; to learn some of the information presented in Columbus, as well as giving those who did an

. opportunity to delve deeper into the material, as well as getting feedback from the group.

.- This past year has been a real learning period for all of us, but we are just getting started -
«:'there's so much to learn and do. Ce
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7. JULY MEETING DAY CHANGED '

t : J
1. We were forced to change our meeting day from the first Thursday of the month to the first 1
ﬂ;Wedneaday of the month., Please pdjuat your calendars. Thank you. ﬁ

B SR ..-"-'215_1.'_1 . Dpate: . July 6, 1983 |
SRR R R RSP Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. a
S PR APV ER T Place: Tallmadge Library, 32 South Ave. ‘

SRR (Near the Circle) . ] )
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{ AN ADOPTEE S ACCOUNT OF HER SEARCH
e y S

The letter that was shared with you during our June meeting was so valuable that it is

f_included in this issue so that you can read again about the special problem of an adoptee
- who searches only to find they are too late - the birthmother, in this case, had died many
- years earlier.  This underscores the reality that time is not always on the side of a re-
- union that 1s'delayed until a "better time". Also in order to better serve those who come

. for support to Lost and Found we need to listen to what one experiences in this grievious
&,eituation.;.'ﬁ R
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' This was written bya woman we'll call Betty who following receiving information from Carol
: Wolff that her birthmother was dead and had died in 1957:
; f’"Dear Hafia, You asked me on the phone to write a brief description of the
% . ., night I found out about my birthmother's death., First, I want to say that when
i . .+, I decided to search I wanted to mainly find my mother, I didn't consider my
;| father or brothers and sisters too much. I know you reminded me on numerous ]
.:»' occasions that my birthmother might be dead, but I knew that she was around 58 ‘
oy years old, ' 1 didn't want to face the fact. : ' J
" On the night of April 28, 1983, I received a call from you, I was unable to
talk at that time so I called back within half an hour. At that time, Carol told
» .. me that you and she had found my birth family for me, although there was some
~ *+ bad newa. You told me that my birthmother was deceased. She died on October
;.. 18, 1957, just 4 days before my 10th birthday. Carol went on to say that my
<. blrthfather acknowledged me and that I had one sister and two brothers. Also
¢+ 1 had one brother dead. You and Carol had already talked to all of them and
", you told me that they were anxiously awaiting my call. 1 guess I promised you
-that I would immediately call them. I had intended on doing that.

e e T

b .- I can t really explain what came over me after that. I had bullt up some
¢ .47 hatred for my birthmother over the years and it was like I had to get rid of
+ ~ that before I could do anything else. I started praying for her to forgive me
_ - for the bad thoughts I had for her. Then the grief I felt for her death at
- -« guch an early age was almost more than I could bear. I started crying for he;
.- s0 badly, I told her I was sorry for ever hating, although I don't think I
~:.»:  ever hated her. I think that her giving me up was what I couldn't understand,
4.~y 0 I prayed and cried nearly all night. I think God heard my prayers and lifted
©1%3% a great deal from my heart. The next day I had the courage to call my sister

» 45 and I have also talked to my birthfather and two brothers. Also I have a wonder-
et ful adoPtive family that have helped me through this. 1It's nice to have people
.ﬁjﬁﬂﬁﬁ;who care."; ' geaﬁﬂuh m

}? P.S. Betty. has met with her father and two siblings for a very successful reunion. }
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As a result of another happy and successful reunion that we were fortunate enough to effect,

% we recelved the following poem. "It was written by a friend of the birthmother for her and
. her daughter.1 oL .

5

‘..‘..

Dedicated to Bonnie and Christy with love. March 9, 1983
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ORI T . THE REUNION
EVRS R S by Karen Vannoy

PR e Uage e S 20 There was a lomely space in time
L P -7t that Trzould not evase.

1 R R A time of great uncertainty,

¥ TR ' a time I could not face.

_But God; in His great Wisdom knew
e o g the place in time

R S T ' ‘ I would find you.

SR RTEE o The fears and doubts have been erased.
b T .. Nineteen years have been retraced.

:‘33 SR " How can 1 hope to e'er express
Lo L the bond of love
and tenderness?

,‘,J§9{j)‘l;ﬁl " And tho' as strangers we may seem
ex T ;'! It still is such
ol "E;] a joyous dream!
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RIS ﬁ‘fﬁ' . .« I know the day will be so sweet
R K when at last
S SRR ‘ Co our eyes suall weet,
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Lost & Found ia planning a covered dish picnic the third weekend in July. Exact date and
- place to be determined at the July meeting. Everyone plan to come out for a fun-filled
day of activity and foodl (Oh, and family and friends.)
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\ SPECIAL APPRECIATION ﬁ:iﬁxg==;
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# Special appreciation for Carol our main source of direction, and search expertise. Carol,

‘who 18 not a member of the triad has come to understand the needs and feelings of all in-

¢ volved through her compassionate ability to show concern for the needs of others, (Are you
- sure you aren t one of us, Carol?) (smile) :

A simple note of gratitude on behalf of Carol who wishes to extend a few words of appreci-

ration to the faithful mémbers who have helped make our group one of the most productive ones

around. It 8 not easy getting started
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*; ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS GETTING TO THETIR SOURCE
\ It seems fitting, if not too boring, to congider the top 9 most frequently heard problems
e.'from organizations both large and small f;ﬁ&' ‘

w' f

?

ig MOUR ONLY PROBLEM IS MONEY." = . .
%ﬁh*‘ However, it may be a surface manifestation of a'variety of 1ills; lack of clarity about
ghj,' the organization's direction, a fallure to reaccess '‘purposes and goals in light of

changing realities, avoidence of confronting whether the organizations program is re-
levant, clear vision and feasible program jideas but lack of coherent strategy for re-

©»" . alizing them, plans that are unrealistic in light of the organizations resources, and
8 capabilitiea.;j‘ iﬂff ,‘f;‘f1 . ‘

At i . :
' : O 3 . . ' ol . -r‘.'<
J

.2, - NOT ENOUGH PARTICIPATION. '

..' ' What is often seen as a demand for more power in an organization 1s actually a desire

;. for a greater sense of contribution and a need for feedback, and affirmation. People

“nvv- want to feel that they make a difference. It is a foolish captain who does not realize
‘v . that the questioning , suggestions, and perspectives of the total group are indespensible

0% - to his or her effective decision-making. A director has to be willing to share ownership
;1.0 and the group has to have a willingness to give up being ''taken care of".
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 WHAT ARE WE ALL ABOUT? NS -

Y What are our real needs and isaues - let 8 keep the central needs of our organization

ﬁ'VFf;before us, iy '“:L\‘;g
N - oy ':if . ,

+. WE'RE BURNED OUT. ! :

W %0 Check out whether or not we are in any.of;, the;gyndromes mentioned above. Lack of
‘70" attention by the groups leadership to the care and nurturing of the group as a whole
td.." Sometimes all that is needed is more feedback and recognition, a better sense of one's

"i-;commitment, and thst efforta are known and appreciated.

T

.

WE NEED A RETREATI ' S

.How about a July picnic, folks! One of the healthiest things that we can discover is
that we can have internal differences and successfully deal with them. Informal get
togethers ‘help us to see one another as humans as persons. '

ALL WE NEED IS A BETTER SYSTEM,

This 1s an attitude searching for easy answers to organizational problems. Let's not
. concentrate on finding the right approach all the time, rather focus on establishing

" solid relationships, open communication and clear lines of authority and responsiblity.

I DON'T KNOW HOW TO MANAGE
i~ Sound leadership depends principally on building good collaborative relationships with
. people and hsving roles, reSponsiblities, lines of communication, and purposes clear.
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“‘ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS cont‘d:
" “ﬂ ~a£:¥f B A

_q 8 ‘. OUR. GROUP NEVER DOES ANYTHING. v ‘
? " As a group we need to recognize that the members need to be provided with auggestiona

E:ﬁ and guidance about what they might be able to do and how to go about it.

)]"‘

9. . OUR GROUP DOES TO MUCH, }rr‘ .
- " The opposite complaint - the group viewed as meddlesome, mistrustful, and domineering.
» A group that expects too much, and is never satisfied and injects oneself too deeply

;E;f =‘ nto the day .to day affairs of the organizationm,
?gﬁﬁl?fgiﬁk#i{?:é{éEQQViTZ{f' finiﬁ}).*f*ff*ft*e**********
*A.4.C. CONFERENCE - BETTY 3. LIFTON - . :-“}~ ,
;‘B J. Lifton, adoptee author of LOST & FOUND éand BORN TWICE gave an informal presentation

t’;,'of some thoughts. that she had been considering. Here they ‘are for your consideration:

.E 1.:\Adoptee.\,When they have children experiences one's own rejection at birth
1?;2:hnConfusioniontehetﬁis‘nother 1ove:;;:55 | ’

EfSQ kAdoptaaano.edoot%ve'parent shareyinsecurity - will you be as good a parent as birthparent.
%.4. 'ndoptee nenerihss tfit authentit i L legitimate. :

S.WrAdopteewon becoming a parent =, trouhle agserting authority.

',. YRS U LIl ”‘r" " 4

hli\

i%v

(\r!r ;l

é-6. Adoptive parenf—— doesn't, have inner strength of Blood relatedness.
‘;I’ R r_" . B ;' '.i". : 1‘-’ T 'i SN <X (i‘ L‘:;‘."“
i , s

Adoptee -l impotent as:a child - sent avay -where the fates take one.

'I-l'. ""!i"
: J"n ' ‘_- : ."?i‘ W

ﬁ 8. Adoptee hss never felt comfortable asserting her real needs - you learn not to confront

By

o with your, childs e ‘ﬁ . St
) J‘.“:l‘ ‘.‘:. ar ‘\ * ¢ R-" -‘-".- i '5’\1;,-'-: ‘ Bl . AN [
T

by
"9.“‘Adoptive Family, Vq Birth Femily Tree. - Adoptees Jidentify with adoptive family tree. The

L ,adoptive family ig out in the light - establishment -while birth family 1s tainted.

-“ 5 ":_":‘ ):y ﬂ" N l,_}‘,.. 8 i;l:'.. : .i -
10..fAdoptive parents‘posseseive end in control.‘. e e
| “;u'},-h******************** ’

¥ * % BULLETIN JUST IN * * *

H "' ' ' -‘-o§ - . .
July Picnie to. take place at Ssnd Run Metropolitan Park, on Saturday, July 23 at 12:00 p.m.
. Take the first. entrance off Portage Path. - Bring table service, covered dish. for 6 - 8
. people* meat charcoal' beverage (no aicohol) :

LB

‘hfﬁﬁi****************

i
R Lo .
". , . ' . -
".-I c 1
i
"?: ! : ‘.1“
ot { ‘
o a . . -
T "‘ \ o H .
o Tad . H M
o '_‘_\r"s'_‘ . ot -
,‘L g . ' » '
FESRLUEE T POR B
PRI e L3R
. PO M EN P . ]
: A A g . .
) - '
Ny
L .
I E ¢
o *
-w“.‘ 1
Pyt .
i P
Ly
e T 5, t
e
St
. LN
ERLSS. S {:
3: ,.‘ sty Tey ? . .. e
[ R c T T o T
: -, North Eas’ vt , P
T AP A S . e,
T op 0. Bors bR D VO
2, 0. A R PRI A SR R
' LI T i i . v o . N
. L ~ - . . .
- Lt ' AR % - .
 Cuyalioga Falls 5, .l f e L S
g [ T JEE | o . tyw ‘4
N .- LA PR LR . ' PR ) e
N b T e e Dt e T
. | : . . . PR .
§ RSN ,
B . oA O I
L LU SR TR A
Yy i b BT Wt ..i‘. 3 ] ,'.:l'.i : .
at ) ¥ 1 Ve
DTN y . NS PRI *, g
3 i N B . gar .
v . N L LN
Pomt Y A 'J t o
LR u I N
F i I A
. M 4 ‘e r r
Y RS ;-"v' 2 L
R AT .
RS - ,..‘ ¥
e A :
L v ‘ AN ’
. e S N S Cn
.. O TR T o 1ot PN
LY AR SRy By, co {
tt i . IR v
i 1 » M ¥ - - \
f o
W : 3 1 1 .
. r .
;))!: v £ o S SV s
Vi -t d K ' ] [ t

vt "adoptive parents .and other folks in authority - this could be repeated in your parenting
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