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, MARCH-APRIL-MAY-JUNE 1 9 8 3  CALENDAR . '  
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*please n o t e :  A l l  G e n e r a l  Meetings a r e  h e l d  a t  t h e  L a s  Vegas. .'. .', 

. , , . .  : .. , ,.: 
. . ,  . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  I I , . !  . . . . . .  .* P r e s s '  C l u b  i n  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  P l a z a  :Mall, b a c k  .. . . .  . . . . . .  :.: ... ,.', 

, . . . .  
. ,.. 

p a r k i n g  l o t ,  172.4 , E a s t  C h a r l e s t o n  B l v d .  . . 
. . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . 

. . :. . . 
Monday - March 2 8 ,  1 9 8 3  SEARCH WORKSHOP . .,. 

' ! 
. . .  . . 

3535 Cambridge, B a r k l e y  S q u a r e  A p a r t m e n t  Complex,  . . . . . . .  
.>:: . . 

C a l l  K i m  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s  a t  732-9228 a n d  more . .  ... .,. ,,a . 
.,, i n f o r m a t i o n .  , 

Wednesday - A p r i l  6 ,  1 9 8 3  BOARD MEETING 
A l l  members are welcome t o  a t t e n d .  To be h e l d  
t h i s  month  a t  Marti 's .  Please c a l l  451-8309 f o r  
d i r e c t i o n s  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Monday - A p r i l  11, 1 9 8 3  GENERAL MEETING 
GENERAL MEETINGS s t a r t  p r o m p t l y  a t  7:3O PM. 

t4onday - A p r i l  2 5 ,  1 9 8 3  SEARCH WORKSHOP 
3535 Cambridge, B a r k l e y  S q u a r e  A p a r t m e n t  Complex,  
C a l l  Kim f o r  d i r e c t i o n s  a t  732-9228 a n d  more 
i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Wednesday - May 4,. 1 9 8 3  BOARD MEETING 
A l l  members welcome t o  a t t e n d .  The l o c a t i o n  o f  
t h i s  m e e t i n g  w i l l  be a n n o u n c e d  a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  
M e e t i n g  of A p r i l  11, 1 9 8 3 .  

Nonday - May 9 ,  1983  GENERAL MEETING 
S t a r t s  p r o m ~ t l y  a t  7 :30  PM. 

. . .  Monday - May 3 3 3  , 1 9 8 3  S ~ A R C H  WORKSHOP 
Please c o n t a c t  K i m  a t  732-9228 f o r  t h e  exact  da te  

I a n d  t i m e .  
Wednesday - J u n e  8 ,  1 9 8 3  BOARD MEETING 

I 
A l l  members a re  welcome t o  a t t e n d .  

I Monday - J u n e  1 3 ,  1 9 8 3  GENERAL MEETING 
! 
I 

S t a r t s  p r o m p t l y  a t  7:30 P!4. 
$ionday - J u n e  2 4 ,  1 9 8  3 SEARCH fJORKSHOP 

3535 Cambridge, B a r k l e y  S q u a r e  A p a r t m e n t  Complex,  
C a l l  K i m  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s  a t  732-9228 a n d  more 

I i n f o r m a t i o n .  
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.: : ~ i m , , .  Mar ty  , and  Dee have  been b u s i l y  w o r k i n g  c o r r e l a t i n g  o u r  

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . : 
.. > 

, . i n t r o d ' : u c t i o n  packages  n o t ,  o n l y  f o r  o u r  e x t a b l  i s h e d  members but-1 , , 
, . .  . . 7 , .  

.., 

. .  

. . I , .  

. . . . .  

. , . 7 .  . . 
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. . ,  . 
' .  f o r ; t h o s e  p e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  becoming members, w h i c h  w e  hope .  :.. 
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, . ' . Please n o t .  o u r '  new P . O .  Box.' W e  s i n c e r e l y  hope t h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  ..:. ,.. 
. . 

. . .  

. , l a : s t  t i m e  for  a change o f  address. . . . , . . 

. . . .  

. . . . . : 
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, ., . . . .  1 ~ 6 : ; a r e  p l a n n i n g  a f u n  n i g h t , .  a t  a r e g u l a r l y  . s c h e d u l e d  ~ e n e r a l '  , ,. . . ,:-. ..:!.:;:! 
. . . . i'i' 

. . 

. . . .  

, . . 'i M e e t i n g ,  ' p l e a s e  w a t c h  f o r  announcement  i n  t h e  R J  o r  Sun o r  ca l l . " : '  ' . , ' .  , . . . . . .. . . . ! . r : . .  !,:?. . . . . 

. . .  I. 

, ,:.. l,.' 
. . . . o n e  , o f  t h e  e x t a b l i s h e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  n u m b e r s ,  732 -9 228 ,  ' 4 51 -8,309 ,. 
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. . 646-1:790, 87.8-3977, 383-003'7. .:.. ' 1  
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. , , CLOSING;  NOTE : Thank you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  .: b r i n g i n g  ' y o u  t h i s  1. ..:.,>,.: 

. . . .  

,: 
. . . . : 

. .  

'..1 

.... 
. : . . . , , !..'> 

. ,  . : ' . ' progress repor t ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know' w h a t  w e  c a n , d o  ' f o r  you.! ! !  ' .  
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. . . , . . :  
POLICY STATEMENTS . . . . .  

: Y , . .  

. . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . .  
. I '  

. . . . . . .  . 
. . ..,# 

.... 
. . . . ..: . , . .  

. . 
. . , :  " 1. H e r i t a g e  w i l l  l e n d  e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  and  s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n c e  t o , : .  ' ' ,  ' , ,.. .. . ,il.. . I,; . . . . .  . . .  

. . . . ,  
. . .  . . , .~. 
. . .  . . 

. a d o p t e e s ,  b i r t h p a r e n t  ( s )  , a n d -  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s .  . , . . .  ' ' " i  . . .. 
. . . i :. 

. . . . .  
. I 

;!.: 
. . .  2''. . H e r i t a g e  w i l l  n o t  knowingly  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i n v a d e  ' t h e  r i g h t s  . .., :.b 

. . .:. . :.\ ., 
. . . .  o f . a n y  t r i a d  member s h o u l d  t h a t m e m b e r  n o t  b e  i n  soc ia l  . ..,.. . *  ~ . ,. 

.. .'..., " a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  s e a r c h  movement. If t h e  member decides t o  , i . . : . .  . % 

. . 
. . . .  r ema in  i n  h i s / h e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s e a r c h ,  . . 

H e r i t a g e  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h a t  d e c i s i o n .  

3 .  H e r i t a g e  w i l l  l e n d  e m o t i o ~ a l  s u p p o r t  o n l y  t o  a d o p t e e s  u n d e r  t h e  
a g e  o f  1 8  u n l e s s  g i v e n  extreme a n d / o r  u n u s u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
w i t h  t h e  mutua l  c o n s e n t  of  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  a n d  a g r e e m e n t  o f  
t h e  Board o f  Directors. I 

4 .  H e r i t a g e  w i l l  l e n d  e ~ ~ o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  o n l y  t o  b i r t h p a r e n t s  
w i t h  c h i l d r e n  unde r  t h e  a g e  of  1 8  u n l e s s  g i v e n  e x t r e m e  and/  
o r  u n u s u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w i t h  t h e  ag reemen t  o f  t h e  Board o f  
Directors.  I 

5 .  H e r i t a g e  w i l l  l e n d  e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  and  s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  unde r  o r  o v e r  t h e  a g e  o f  
1 8  w i t h  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  a d o p t e e  a n d / o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  Board 
of Directors. 

6 .  H e r i t a g e  w i l l  n o t  s u p p o r t a n y  member  o f  t h e  t r i a d  who g i v e s  
t h o u g h t  t o  m a l i c e ,  f i n a n i c a l  g a i n ,  r e v e n g e  o r  any  a d v e r s e  
r e a s o n  f o r  s e e k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  a n o t h e r  t r i a d  
mernbe r . 

7 .  A d e c i s i o n  of  non- suppor t  o r  s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  be l e f t  
up t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  o u r  s e a r c h  c o - o r d i n a t o r  a n d / o r  

. s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n t  a n d / o r  Board of Directors.  Once t h i s  
d e c i s i o n  h a s  been made i t  w i l l  b e  f ir :al .  
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G e n e r a l  Members and '  G u e s t  ~ v k e t i n g s  are  h e l d  t h e  2nd  N o n d a y  o f  e v e r y  
. , . : . .  m o n t h a t t h e  L a s  ~ e g a s  : P r e s s  . . . .  C l u b ,  C h a r l e s t o n  . . .  p l a z a  N a l l ,  . 1 7 2 4  E a s t ,  . " 

. . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .  : 
. . 

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . : C h a r l e s t o n  B l v d  : . . . . 
. . . . .. 

. . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . 
. . .  

. . . . 
. ,  . . 

. . .  
. . . . . . . . 

. . .. 

. . . .  
. . . . 

. . .  
. , August  ,8 . . . .  7 : 3 0  PM , . . . .. - . . . . . . .  . . .  7  : 30  PM ' . . - Septeinber. 1 2  . . . . .  . . 

. . 
. . . . . . 

. . .  . . . ' October : l o '  7: : 3  0  PM . . 
. , 

. . .  1 . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . . .  
. . . . 

. . . . ,  , . . . . . . . . , .  . '  
, .  .:, . . . . .  . . . . .  ;. . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . ,  .. . . . . 
, . . . . . ,, . . : .  . 

; " :  . T h e  B o a r d  o f  ~ i r e c t o r s  ' ~ e d t i n ~  i s  h e l d  each: ' ;~fednesda~ . . b e £  o r e  the ".. . ' . . . :, . . . . .  . . . . . . .  
. . 
. . . ' G e n e r a l  :!.l&eting: a t  ' 7 :30  PM. ' T h e  l o c a t  i o n .  'is, o n  a r o t a t  i n n  b a s i s  ., 

2 , . . 
. . 

. . , . . . . . 
. . . . . . 

. . . . . . 

. . .  : M a r t i  4 5 1 - 8 3 0 9 ;  Dee 64 '6 -1790;  D o u g  878-397!?... a r  T r i s h  451-9939  
, ; 

, 

August  3  7 : 3 0  PM 
S e p t e m b e r  7  7 : 3 0  Pt.1 
O c t o b e r  5 7 : 3 0  PM 

W o r k s h o p s  are  h e l d  a t  i n d i v i d u a l  homes. They s t a r t  p r o m p t l y  a t  
7 : 3 0  PM. P l e a s e  c a l l  one o f  t h e  l i s t e d  p h o n e  - n u m b e r s  f o r  d e t a i l s  
a n d  l o c a t i o n .  

. '  P l e a s e  n o t e :  W e  do make s p e c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  members w i t h  spec ia l  
p r o b l e m s .  

VERY IMPORTANT PEOPLE 

Economic  h a r d  times seem t o  s e e p  i n t o  a l l  o f  o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s .  So 
i t  h o l d s  t r u e  t h a t  i t  a l s o  e f f e c t s  g r o u p s  s u c h  as o u r s .  We h a v e  
l o s t  two V I P ' s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r .  

W e ,  t h e  g r o u p ,  a re  s o r e l y  q o i n g  t o  m i s s  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  K i m  N i l l e r ,  
Search C o o r d i n a t o r  a n d  a c t i n g  L i b r a r i a n .  Her t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  o n  
t h e  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  g r o u p  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  h e l p e d  e n l i g h t s n  a l l  
o f  u s .  We w i s h  h e r  much s u c c e s s  i n  h e r  new career a n d  move to 
C a l i f o r n i a .  

A l s o  l e a v i n g  u s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  T r i s h  Ct 'entwor th ,  P r e s i d e n t .  
T h a n k s  t o  T r i s h ,  w e  h a v e  a s e a r c h  a n d  s u p p o r t  g r o u p  i n  L a s  Vegas. 
T r i s h  was o n e  o f  t h e  foundersof  SNAG w h i c h  d e v e l o 2 e d  i n t o  He r i t age ,  
I n c .  Her l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  i n s p i r e d  u s  t o  move- a h e a d .  S h e  s h a l l  be 
m a i n t a i n i n g  h e r  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  h e r  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  B o a r d  o f  Directors  
a s  past p r e s i d e n t .  



, .  . , . 

G o d ' s  c h o i c e  a n d  w e  were d e l i q h t e d  w i t h  H i s  c h o i c e .  To b e  f a c e d  w i t h  
s u c h  a c r i s i s  a s  a n o t h e r  m o t h e r  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  was a j o l t  a t  f i r s t .  
Had I n o t  b e e n  t h e  m o t h e r  my grown son w a n t e d  any  more?  Was my love  
n o t  e n o u g h  a s  a m o t h e r ?  Where had  I f a i l e d ?  I t  a l l  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
n y  mind .  Was i t  t r u e  my d e v o t i o n  a n d  l o v e  were p u t  a s i d e  a n d  t h e  
b l o o d  i s  t h i c k e r  t h a n  w a t e r  s a v i n g  a l l  t oo  t r u e .  I was h u r t  a t  f i r s t  
b u t  I l i s t e n e d  and f o u n d  our  s b n  s t i l l  l o v e d  m e  a s  h i s  ?lorn but h e  had  
t o  f i n d  h i s  b i r t h  m o t h e r .  I a m  s u r e  many r e a s o n s  were t h e r e .  
~ r o b z 5 1 y  would  n o t  d o  i t  m y s e l f  b u t  we a r e  a11 i n c ! i v i d u a l s  a n d  h a v e  

C f Z i ~ ~ e r e n t  f e e l i n q s  a n 6  wsys o f ST-  roachin^ in^ .- o u r  p r o b l e m s .  I l o v e d  o u r  
s o n  and i f  it mean t  so  much t o  hi; I c o u l d  do n o t h i n g  less t h a n  h e l p  
where  I c o u l d  e v e n  i f  I 2 i d  n o t  f u l l v  u n d e r s t a n d .  I t  was i m p o r t a n t  
t o  h i n  and  s o  it was i ~ p o r t a n t  t o  m e .  I d i d  n o t  h a v e  any  i n t r u s i o n  
b e f o r e  f rom a  m o t h e r  who f o r  verq,7 - good r e a s o n s  g a v e  u~ h e r  c h i l d .  
took me a i ' i h i l e  t o  g e t  u s e 6  t o  t h e  i 6 e a  a I s t i l l  h a v e  some f e e d b a c k  
o n  n o t  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  m o t h e r  b u t  the h a p ~ i n e s s  it b r o u g h t  ou r  son and 
h i  b i r t h  m o t h e r ,  t h e  p e a c e  o f  n i n d  t h e v  now h a v e  and t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  
b u i l d i n g  b e t w e e n  them a n d  a l s c  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  f a t h e r  h a s  a joy I d i d  
n o t  t h i n k  w o u l d  be m i n e .  
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a b l e  , t o  b u i l d  o n  ' t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s .  . . .:I 
, . ., IJG are'  n o t  ' 9 e r f e c t  and m a d 4 : o u r  , , . 

, . . 

. . . . .  
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: . . . . : s h a r e  . . . ,  , o f  mistakes.  . . Our  s o n  . . i s  n o t  p e r f e c t  a n d  k i l l  inaka h i s  share . . :.. . I  

. . .  
. . .  . . .  

, 

.. mi a k e s  a 1 5 0  b u t ,  t h e  o n g i n g r e , d i e n t  t h a t ,  b i n d s  f a n i l y  1:s ' love. . 
, '  "' . . ""I 

. . ' . 

. . .  . . . . . .  

. . . . ., , ,:I , 

. . .  

. : J i t h  : : ':.;,:;,;, 
. " a n d : , ~ c a r i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g t o  t h o s e  ' w h o  a re  , y o u r  . . fa&i;j. . , '  , ' ..;.,I 

. . . . a s t a b l e  f  a m i i y  l i f e  you c a n '  r e a c h  o u t  and  . l o v e  o t h e r s  b u t  w i k h o u t  ,. ; . . ~ .  . , 
. . 

. ' , : : ,  ' : : t h a t  b a s i s  a l l ' :  : t h e  s e a r c h i n g  ' a n d  r & a c h i n g  o u t  x i 1  1' not b r i n g  : j o u  a 
. . 

. . . . . ' - l a s t i n g  r e 1 a t i o n s : h i o  - w i t h '  a n . r o n e  A i n c l u d i n g  b i o l o n i c a l  3i?iPnt's,. . 
. . . . .  . . . , ~ 

. . .. . . .  
. . . . . . .  

. , a  

. . . . . .  
., . , . . * .?, 

. . . . . .  . . . . 
' I f i n d  I c a n a c c e p t  t h i s . " m y .  s o n t  a o t h e r  l i f e 1 '  , now a n d  b e  a', ease . . . .  . . . . . . , . . .,..,, . . . . . ~ 

. . 
. . 

. : ' <, 

' , w i t h  i t  a n d '  h a p p y  f o r  h i r n a n  h i s  b i r t h p a r e n t s .  I d i d  w h a t  I f e l t  . , 

. , : . . c a l l e d t o  d o  a n d  e n  j o y e d  m y  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f e e l  f u l f i l l e d  i n  d o i n g  i t  . ~ . .  . 

: . . , .  a n d .  wou ld  do 'it o v e r  ' a g a i n .  . . .  . . . .  
. . .  . . . . 

. . .  . . . . .  
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. . . . , . . , . . ~ .  ... . . . . . . .  . . 
. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  , . , . ;. 

. . . . . :::, ";, . . . .  
. . . : I  . . . .  rv i sh '  . . .  a l l  o f  y o u  h a p p i n e s s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  you  h a v e  s ' o  y o u .  c a n  r e a c h , "  . i . .. . .  . 

. . . . , , .  )!. . . . . . . .  : o u t  a n d  h a v e  a good r e . l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r s  a n d  when you  f i n d  ' y o u r  , . . . . .  . . . .  . , ...... . .<. 
. . . .  . . .  .. ,. 

. . .  . . . .  b i r : t h  p a r e n t s  i t  w i l l  b e  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Don ' t o u t  a s i d e  t h o s e  who . . . . . .  
. b  

. . > 
. . .  . . - . . 

. . :..: 
. . .. , . 

. %  . . s p e n ' t  . p r a y e r ;  love a n d  t e a r s  o n  y o u r  b e h a l f .  I t  i s  w e l l  t o  g i v e  ' .  . . . . . ........ .. , 
. . . . , 

. . . , . . , .  :. . . . . .  . . . , . : c r e d i t  w h k r e i t  i s  d u e  a n d .  t h e n  e a c h  o n e .  c a n  b e  l o v e d  f o r .  t h e  c o n t r i -  . . . .  . . . . .  ...: 
. . . . . . .  . . . . .  , . .  , 
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. , . .  . ? ;  .:'{ 
. . . . 1 w a s  g i v e n  t i m e . .  t o  g e t  u s e d  t o  t h e  idea  o f  t h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  a : b i r t h -  

. . . .  . . . . . . . .  . li. 

. . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  I was k e p t  ' a b r e a s t  o f  h o ~  . . . .  
, ! , .  p a r e n t .  R e a s o n s  were e x ~ l a i n e d  t o  m e  . . .  . . <  : . . . :  . , . -  , : . , '.? ... :a. 

. . . . . . . . . . .  
...... I t  was n o t  al9;ays e a s y ' f o r . m e ,  b u t  I f e l t ' i t  was , . . . . . % t h i n g s  . . were g o i n g .  .. . i . ,.. ;., 

: .  . . A ? ,  b e i n g .  d0r .e '  f z i r l y  ar.d ' o u r  son was b e i n g  . . v e r v  h o n e s , t  a n d  f o r t . h r i g h t . .  . . . . . .  ! . . .  . .... . ,,:, 

a b o u t  i t  a l l .  - T t . w a s  w e l l  w o r t h  i t . a l l  b e c a u s e . 1  knew I xas n o t  . .  . . . . .  , :, ., 
. . .  . . 

. ' b e i n g  se t  a s i d e .  I was s t i l l  my s o n ' s  >$om a n d  a l w a y s  w i l l  b e .  H i s  . ;* 
. !. 

.: 

b i r t h  m o t h e r  h a s  h e r  own p l a c e  i n  h i s  l i f e .  . . , . 
. . . .  

The s e a r c h  was h a n d l e d  p r o p e r l y  a n d  so h a d  a happy  e n d i n q .  ?lay I s a y  
t o  t h o s e  o f  you  who a r e  m a r r i e d  my d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  was of  imneasurable 
h e l p  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  o u r  s o n  a n d  t o  m e .  She  h a s  b e e n  a r ea l  b l e s s i n g  
a n d  I s u r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e  h e r  a n d  a l l  s h e  h a s  b e e n  a n d  d o n e .  S h e  had  
e v e r y o n e ' s  good a t  h e a r t  a n d  r e a l l y  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  ro le  i n  t h i s  
o u r  happy  e n d i n g . "  An a d o p t i v e  m o t h e r  

( B i o l o g i c a l )  " I t ' s  Seen f i v e  months  now s i n c e  I r e c e i v e d  t h e  phone  
c a l l  r e l a t i n g  t h e  name and  w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  my a d u l t  s o n ,  e n d i n g  t h e  
n e a r  t w e n t y - e i g h t  y e a r  o e r i o d  - e n t a i l i n g  i n n e r  moments o f  xor id2r incjI  
g r i e v i n g ,  g u i l t  and  c l e p r e s s i o n .  The c!ecis io~~ t o  meet birr! c a n e  i n s t a n t l y  
f o r  m e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  f e a r s  and  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  how t h i s  kr.o:.:ledge would 
e f f ~ ! c t  o t h e r  f a m i l y  members.  R e l y i n g  o n  t h e  l o v e ,  s t r z n g t h ,  an=! m e n -  
n e s s  w e  had e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  o u r  f a m i l y  u n i t ,  I f e l t  p o s i t i v s  t h i t  
a l l  would  work o u t  w e l l .  

I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  s a y  a l l  was e a s y .  Along w i t h  d e e p l y  h i d d e n  f e e l i n q  
of r e s e n t m e n t  and  h u r t  w h i c h  s u r f a c e d ,  I n e a r l y  l o s t  t h 2  l o v e  and  
r e s p e c t  o f  my s o n - i n - l a w  who i s  e q u a l l y  A i m p o r t a n t  t o  I .  Our C7.aughtzrt 
:<ho c a n  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  f e m i n i n e  c i r c u g ~ s t a n c e s ,  b o t h  now a n d  Ion(% - a g o ,  
o p e n l y  a c c e p t e d  h e r  y o u n y e r  b r o t h e r .  Our y o u n g e s t  s o n  o n  t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  i s  happy f o r  u s ,  b u t  a t  p r e s e n t  h i s  m a i n  priority i s  l i v i n g  
and w o r k i n g  i n d e p e n 2 e n t l y .  I ' m  s u r e  w i t h  more t i m e  and  m a t u r i t y ,  h e  

a d j c l s t  and accept  t h e  s i t i . l a t i o n  more o ~ e n l y .  
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' ' e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  . 
T O  F R I E N D S  O F  HERITAGE,';: I Y C  . : 

c o m p l e t e  n a i l i n g  l i s t  ~ h i c h  now c o n s i s t s  of  a 2 p r o x i m a t e l y  300 g r o u p s  
a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r n e t i o n a l l y .  H e r i t a g e ,  I n c . ,  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  a 
p o l i c y  o f  s e n d i n g  t o  g r o u p s  o n  a n  e x c h a n g e  b a s i s .  I t  was t h e  d e c i s i o n  
o f  t h e  Boa rd  o f  D i r e c t o r s  t o  make a minimum c h a r g e  o f  $ 5 . 0 0  pe r  y e a r  
( 4  i s s u e s )  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  "Freedom P r e s s ' .  L e t  u s  h e a r  f r o m  y o u .  

I iEi i l i lOl t  X E G I S T R I E S ,  P a r k  I1 : 

P a r e n t  F i n 2 e r s  o f  Canaaa  
Reun ion  s t  ( C a n a Z i ~ n  A d o p t i o n )  
1 4 3 8  Nest 4 5 t h  Avenue 
V a n c c x l , - ~ r  , &.  C .  6 Canacia 
A t t e n t  ior!: J ~ a n  V a n s t o n e ,  D i rec to r  

S t a t e  of F l o r i d a  
O f f  i c e  G £  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  
P.  0 .  B3s 210 
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  3 2 2 0 1  
A t t e n t i o n :  F l o r i c i a  A d o p t i o n  R e g i s t r y  

D e l e t i o n :  C o l o r a e o  S t a t e  R e u n i o n  R e g i s t r y  c loses  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 8 3 .  
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S . , : . . 

o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  t o  m e d i c a l  ~ e r s o n n e l  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  a d o p t e d ,  . 
. . 

& . . 
p e r s o n  o r  t h e .  p e r s o n ' s  o f f  s p r i n g .  These  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  
make e v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t  t o  p r e v e n t t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  
n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  f rom becoming r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .  

. . 
. , ,  
. . 

~ 6 0 0 . 2 4 .  ACCESS TO RECORDS. The d e p a r t m e n t  may allow access t o  s a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s  h e l d  by i t  o r  a n a g e n c y  i f :  . . 
. . 

. . 

. . , . 

a .  The r e c o r d s  were compi led  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1977 . .  
b .  The i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  ,.,. 

i s  c a n c e l e d  from t h e  p e r s o n  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r e c o r d s ;  and .. , . <, , . 

c . T h e  p e r s o n  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t he  r e c o r d s  u s e s  them s o l e l y  f o r  
t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  a l e g i t i m a t e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  o r  . . 

o f  t ; e a t i n g  a  p a t i e n t  i n  a m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  

Thanks a l o t ,  J a n e t ,  and w e  a t  H e r i t a g e  w i s h  you many REUNIONS!!  
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. . Workshops a r e  h e l d  a f t e r .  gene ra l "m~e t i .ngs . .  They b e g i n  a f t e r  t h e ,  business  po r t i on  . . .  

. . . . - o f '  t h e  m&eting'.,and a  b r i e f  b r eak . ,  NOTE: . . .  : ' We do make spec i a l  arrangements f o r  
. . . . . . : .  . . 

. . . . : members w i th .  spec i a l  problems. , .  
. . . . .  . . . . . .  .. ',.! 

. . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . ,. 
. ~ s ~ e c i a l l ~ '  for Heri tage membership: ,. 

We i n i t i a t e d  a l i b r a r y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of members who have t roub le  f ind ing  books a t  
t h e  pub l i c  l i b r a r y  on adoption t o p i c s .  There a r e  severa l  books overdue; some a r e  
very overdue. Please r e t u r n  t h e  books a t  t h e  f i r s t  oppor tuni ty ,  mail them t o  t he  
P.O. Box o r  ca l l  451-8309 t o  arrange pickup. Thank you. 

Due t o  t h e  success of l a s t  y e a r ' s  rummage s a l e ,  we were ab le  t o  publ i sh  t h i s  news- 
l e t t e r .  We a r e  hoping t o  have t h e  same success  t h i s  year .  The s a l e  w i l l  be held 
a t  Broadacres, Sunday, November 6 .  P lease  contac t  one of t he  o f f i c e r s  t o  donate 
time and/or i tems.  

VERY IMPORTANT PEOPLE 

We a r e  pleased t o  announce t h a t  our Pres iden t ,  Dee Rodgers, was interviewed concerning 
Heri tage,  I nc . ,  by Tom Weir of S t a t i on  KblJJ. The show a i r ed  Sunday, August 14,  a t  
8:00 1 Dee was advised t h a t  t h e  in terview might be replayed a t  a  b e t t e r  t ime i f  
t h e r e  were enough reques t s .  L e t ' s  a l l  p i t c h  i n  and c a l l  t h e  s t a t i o n !  I t  was a  g rea t  
in terview and we need t h e  p u b l i c i t y .  \(e hope t o  t ape  a  copy t o  keep i n  t h e  ~ e r i t a ~ e  
l i b r a r y  f o r  i n t e r e s t e d  members. 

The fol lowing a r t i c l e  appeared i n  the '  Review Journal  on May 15, 1983. 



CONNECTPONS 
Heritage aids adoption 'triad members 
in helping to restore their family tree 

---- - . . . . . . . -. ..., 

By Rob Powen 
Review-Journal 

A s a little boy, Doug Warren would lie in the 
solitude of his darkened bedroom before 

drifting off to sleep, wondering who his birth 
mother was - and why she gave him up. 
. "I remember thinking, 'Someone out there had felt a need to search, 
to have me,"' aye the 28-year-old Lae Vegas post te!?uL.,or not raind 
office worker. "I'd go to thew sporta eveqts, see all 
these faces and think I'd never find her." of people in the U i i i - S t a b  

When he finally did begin his search, his adop by adoption ia 13-9 

tive parents, Esther and Walter, were "wary," he rbout 9 million adoptam in &a 
w'f'. 18 million adoptive parentcr, . , -,-. , 

"At first, I wasn't sure how I felt," Esther says. million birth parents, aa well a. adoptive and birth, 
"It leaves you with a feeling: Was I not adequate? brothers and sisters, and the total approaches o m  
Was there something I left out?" 

After she talked with her eon, however, Eether 
felt r e d  

"If they need thie to complete themselves," says 1980, were a rarity 25 years 
the .mother of five adoptive children, "then fine." And if they did eldst at  ail, 
All wae not fine for Warren when he began his severely limited by tight&! 

search. 
"When I ~tarted, I had heard different tales DOUG WARREM "Closed records are still the biggest roadblock" 

about the lack of cooperation of agencies," he sap. members of the adoption triad (birth parents, 
"I didn't know what to do; I couldn't afford a adoptees, adoptive parents) encounter in the Unit- 
private eye." sed States, Wentworth, an office manager, con- 

He eventually did track down his birth parent4 : . . . . ....wji., r.,~3.w~,,.x.x.. ., . . ,.. , - . . , ~ . : ~ ~ , ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ w ~ 4 ~ ~ ~ f i ? ~  
..tc;<.:.. ,,, A ..:.:;*:.,:. ' . . '+..:yA:,:;:.~,:$:: <,:$??;< :, , 

tends. 
largely with the help of a local organization called : . ....,t,:i. .,, .. , . , . . .. .:.. .~~,~y,,,....?.. ..... ..... ..,... .,... h. 

. . 
The decision whether to open them, she adds, is 'i:  

Heritage. They were still married, and living in ' . . ,. :.:' :..: .,,,., 
. . . . . .. , . most often left up to a judge, to whom "good and 

New Jersey. just cause" must be demonstrated. 
He them, They wrote back, And Nevada, she sap, "has one of the most coopera- 

Thanksgiving, his mother telephoned. tive state (registries)," but Wentworth still be- 
"She said they wanted ,to come out and visit," ensive legislation on a national lev- 

Warren recalls, "It was more than I expected." so that thoee who d- access to 
m e n  the meeting did take place, he sap, 

...- 
''They wanted to explain why I waa placed up for ssuage the fears that idea might pro- 
adoption. They didn't have to feel guilty. I made ntworth poinh to a country Like England, 
out al l  right." she says, "has had open records for 20 

Warren discovered, to  hi^ delight, that he and nd there have been no instances of prob- 
hia father shared a love of auto mechanics. He also 

. learned that he had a blood brother and sbter, ut what about the birth parents? Don't they 
with whom he now corresponds "regularly," Hie have the right to keep their anonymity, to prevent 
shter recently flew out from the East to visit him. a curiow child from re-opening an enormously 

"It W@ kind of strange," he sap. "We were painful emotional wound? 
related, but we were complete strangers." It's a right they do possess, but one, contends 

Does he regret his search? Wentworth, they seldom exercise: "Statistics show 
Warren s a p  no. that internationally, there is only a 2 percent 
"I feel more content now. I know my I've . TRICIA WENTWORTH rejection r ~ t e  of birth parenb not a 

got my family tree all  the way back k, my a n c w  reunion with their children, she aye. 
tom It gives me a better 8elf-imrge." ... . 

. .. 

. 



Besides, .Wentworth drams, "Discretion is 
what we ad& all the time. And, confidentiality 
(when it is desired) - that goes without saying." 

Warren says that it was the prevalence of birth 
mothers at  Heritage meetings that ed i f i ed  .hie 
resolve to aearch for his. 

m h  c o n t & j d  in &tic &hion a widely 
held notion that the vast majority of ~ n t s  who 
gave up children for adoption would think it too 
paidid to ever hear from them again. 

There was a time when Las Vegan Diane Rod- 
gem, a 38-year-old secretary and a member of 
Heritage, felt exactly that way. 

Rodgers was 19 and single when she became 
pregnant. "I was engaged to a young man," she 
says. "We both decided manigge wasn't the thing 
for ua." Shortly after she told her fiance about her 
pregnancy, he left her, returning ti his ex-&fe. 

Friends suggested abortion, but Rodgers ; 
"couldn't do it. It was not within my fiber." 1 

She was alone with an infant and had nowhere 
to turn. 

"I had tried to keep my child," she says. "But 
we were both 8tarving." 

Three months after her daughter, was born 
Rodgers arrived a t  what she calls "the hardest 
decision in my iife." 

Her aunt, a n m ,  contacted a doctor who knew 
' a m p l e  willing to take the child. They did, two 
weeks later. 

Rodgers says she "didn't want to know, for my 
own self-preservation," who adopted her baby. 

"I. just trusted the doctor's judgment. And I 
trusted my aunt implicitly. 

"I just found it was easier for me to lay her down 
on the couch and walk away from her," says 
Rodgers, fighting back tears. 
. "To be truthful, I don't remember much about 
that time. I was like the walking dead. I felt like 
my insides had been tom out. I had nd existence, 
no purpose. Nothing," 

She wed a year later. The marriage soon col- 
lapsed. 

"It was a very ahort marriage. I was never able 
to have any more children." 

Rodgers says the emotional support she re- 
ceived from Heritage helped her to come to terms 

' with the overwhelming feelings of guilt she had 
carried inside her for almost 20 years. 

"There is tremendous guilt," she says. "Did I do 
right by my child? Is my child happy? Wes the 
family she was placed in an idealistic family? You 
think about all these things." 

Rodgers remembers being told "never to search 
for my child." 

But hearing adoptees in Heritage talk about 
their feelings helped change her mind. 

She found that her daughter was living in Sa- 
lem, Ore., and she called her. "We talked three 
hours on the phone," she sap. 

Last Memorial Day weekend, the t.ulo met. face. 
to face. Rodgers calls the meeting "\vo~tderEul." 

"It was like meeting a very good t , i (~ ; , "  she, 
says. "We talked about everythi~lg. 

"We're very, very close," she adds. "We even 
look alike! I thought, 'My God, that's me a t  16!"' 

Heritage has brought about 20 such reunions 
during h e  years, saye Wentworth, who adds the 
goup  is eeeking professional ...- volunteers . . . .. . .. such as 

.4! 

doctors, lawyers and psychologists, 
But she emphasizes there is-much more to the group - and adoption generally - than reunions. One of 

Heritage's functions is to explode the myriad myths and 
misnomers surrounding adoption. 

One that falls into the latter category is the term 
"natural parent," I 

. . "That's an insult to the adoptive parents," Wentworth ! 
rays. "Does that mean they are unnatural?" 

.,Says Rodgers, "There's definitely a feeling amongst 
members of the triad that outsiders lack understanding. 
f never met anyone I thought could understand what I 
was going through until I found Heritage." 

"It seems to us that so much centers on reunions per 
9," Wentworth says. "They do sell newspapers. But 
there's more to it. 

"There's not always face-to-face contact. Sometimes, 
just knowing a name and heritage is enough." 

"Adoption is not what some people would like to think 
it  is," says Rodgers. "Not all adoptive families are ideal- 
istic." 

And not all the reasons adoptees search for their birth - . . .... 
parents are emotional. I 

."Can you imagine the relief of going into a doctor's 
.office and giving your medical history?" Wentworth 
asks, 

Heritage meets 7:30 p.m. the second Monday of 
each month at the Las Vegas Press Club, located in 
the Charleston Plaza Mell. All members of the adop- 
tlon' Wad and their famllles are welcome. 
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' . , o f  1: keeping t h e i r  c h i l d ;  2 :  adop t ion ;  3 :  a b o r t i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t '  cho i ce  was always 
t o  keep; t h e  second cho ice ,  a b o r t i o n ;  and t h e  t h i r d  cho i ce ,  adop t ion .  Only as we 
g i v e  them more o p t i o n s  and more knowledge about  t h e i r  c h i l d ,  w i l l  t h e y  o p t  f o r  

P l e a s e  send me any a r t i c l e s  you f i n d ,  i d e a s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  e t c . ,  as t o  how we can 
' accomplish our  g o a l s  qu i cke r  and b e t t e r .  lVrite me c / o  Adoption Educa t iona l  

I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Openness and Understanding,  Box 1860, Cape C o r a l ,  F l o r i d a  33910. 

SUbDIARY O F  'THE STATE O F  NEVADA REUNION REGISTRY 

The Nevada Reunion R e g i s t r y .  i s  main ta ined  by Nevada S t a t e  Welfare D iv i s ion  which h a s  
l o c a t i o n s  throughout  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e i r  main o f f i c e  i s :  NEVADA STATE WELFARE CENTRAL 
O F F I C E ,  251 J e a n e l l  Dr ive ,  Carson C i t y ,  Nevada 89710 
ATTENTION : NARY LEE 
You may want t o  check t h e  Whi te  Pages of a l o c a l  t e l ephone  d i r e c t o r y  f o r  one o f  t h e  
l o c a l  o f f i c e s  t o  p i c k  up a form. The q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  become a r e g i s t r a n t  a r e :  
t aken  from sS 1.27.007 NRS, Chapter  127: 

STATE REGISTER FOR ADOPTIONS. 
1. The Welfare D iv i s ion  of  t h e  Dept. of Human Resources s h a l l  ma in ta in  t h e  s t a t e  

r e g i s t e r  f o r  adop t ions ,  which i s  hereby e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  i t s  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  f o r  
t h e  purpose of  p rov id ing  in fo rmat ion  t o  a d u l t s  \\tho were adopted and t h e i r  n a t u r a l  





16-in.-tall Cabtjage Patch Kids 
include birth certificate and adoption papers 

1 CABBAGE PATCH KlDS BY COLECO. Each IMe 
oerson in the Cabbaae Patch is uniaue, a "one-of- 

clothina in various-color, non-flammable fabrics. 16- 
in.-tall M i e s  are stuffed with polyester fabric. Heads 
are vinyl, with painted eyes; face expression may vary 
slightly. Acrylic hair in various shades. Arms and legs 
am free to move. For a es 3 years and up. 
Before ordering see N 8 TE below, right. State the cata- 
log number for the type of Cabbage Patch Kid you 
choose. 
XU 651-3022 &White girl with light halr. 
XU 651-3030 A-White girl with dark halr. 
XU 651-3048 A-White bo . 
XU 651-3055 A-  lack girl: 
Delivery weight each 1.20 Ibs .................. Each 19.97 

2 CABBAGE PATCH KlDS ROCKERICARRIER. 3- 
position adjustable handle converts unit from a 

rocker. ..to carrier ... to car seat. Seatbelt strap holdsthe 
little one in. Inner vinyl cushion is plump and comfort- 
able. Carrier is contoured, molded plastic, with Cab- 
h o e  Patch Kids decal on front. Doll not included-or- 
der (11, above. For ages 3 years and up. 
XU 651-3063 A--Delivefy weight 1.80 lbs ........ 13.86 - - 

~ l i p p e d  from J.C. Penney 
ca t a logue .  A similar ad 
appears  i n  t h e . S e r v i c e  
Merchandise ca t a logue ,  
l o c a t e d  i n  Las Vegas. 

Adop t '  ~ Z S  , rn Did y o u  come c o m p ~ e f e  u;t,h / \ o u r  own 
n a m e ,  b i r t h  'C&'+; f i c a t e  and a d ~ ~ t ; o n  popcrs  7 , 

................ Let's hear from our readers  Do ;)rrc:,u t h i n k  t h i s  is funny o r  
is i t  offensive? 

* $a4 



SEARCHING FOR INFORMATION 

Birthname: P a t r i c i a  Ann Northrop. B i r thda te :  September 12, 1936. 
Bi r thp lace :  Reno, Nevada. Birthname of mother: V i rg in ia  Hume Wakefield 
from S t .  Louis, Mo. o r  Kansas. P l ease  write Marilyn Cowan, 321 Lehman S t . ,  
Las Vegas, N.evada, 89110 o r  c a l l  452-7044. 

This  i s  an artist 's  conception of t h e  adoption t r i a d  t h a t  accompanied t h e  
Las Vegas Review Journa l  a r t i c l e  on pages 2 and 3 .  
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