e ,Deer Menber?_ N

e LT ST IR AN P N wels
B oo e i A :
Ll [N S \ R R . oA v
v . woTL T N ' LTI ¢ : 0

CAPE COD ASSOCIATION FOR TRUTH IN ADOPTION
BOX 606, WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02543

U~January 18, 1983

‘ ‘eOnce again, 1t is tlne to resume our regular actlvities. o
" We have a brand-new year to work with, and many things to‘f N

11do. This is a catch-up issue! You 11 find lots. of news
and several itens whlch I hope you'll respond to.

“‘"jMeetlngs | | o
:We had no December neeting,.due to holaday act1V1t1es. Our

';ff;[January neeting was cancelled as many people were unavallable |
. .to attend. S0, mark February s meetlng date on your calen-'97-
""fdar now, and plan to attend | |

' --Sunday, February 6th, 2:00 pm. Whitcomb Pavillion hase-~f

nent neetlng room, Cape Cod Hospltal Hyannls.

_--Sunday, March 13th,.2.00.pn; same 1ocat10n._

‘Look

Who saw the Look program on December 27th? Look is on Channel
7, weekdays at 4:00 pm. On Mondays, the program deals with
1nterpersonal relationships. On Dec. 27th pert of the pro-
gram was devoted to adoptees in Search,

Featured were: Susan Darke of -the Adoption Connection, the
MaclLaren family, and the Rossario family.
Susan Darke spoke of the need to Search, and emphasized that

it is not an attempt to hurt one's adoptive parents.

She said she'd always felt she was "different".
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”Susan related her first recollection of ueing aware oi her.'4'-

'"aofad0ption. This incident occurred when she was 7. years oldy

- she was taunted in the schoolyard by other children. She
" was later reassured vy her adoptive parents that she was
loved and wanted ®y them. The nemory stayed with her.

| She went on to say that "it's not what you ve found hut
that you've found it. |

"Susan‘explained that Search is emotionally and thsicaliy
draining. She feels that it is right to wait until the
adoptee reaches 18, ®ecause a child is not prepared'to.deal_
‘with the strain. - )

_ She;reports‘a'95% successorate'in Mass.,

| .

";She mentioned that all members of the adoptlon trlad must

fﬁc'rcope w1th ‘the fear of Tejection.

Alicen MacLaren descriwed her reunion with Betty, ‘her wirth-
mother: "When I first saw Betty, I saw me,'tOO...I felt
great when I saw her." She discussed the thrill of resembs
ling someone. Alicen felt apprehensive at first, as didn't
‘know who knew about her, in her birthfamily. |

Ben and Marie MacLaren, Alicen's adoptive parents, never kept
it a secret that Alicen was adoptéd. However,'the4situation
had an unreal guality: "we knew her ‘'other' parents were out
there, but we never really thought of them as real people.”

Betty's greatest fear as a pirthparent was that Alicen would
hate her, and prayed she would understand.

Mrs. Rossario is an enlightencd adoptive mother who realizes
that most people have a need tw know their roots. She hopes
that her son will want to ¥now his birthparents. He is now 9.
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'fyﬁprhe AAC and the National cOnmlttee on Adoption!st

'*V.,..I flrmly believe that we can nake a difference Wut we .
nust stand tall and together. By your support to the AAL |
the time for change could ®e cut in half. Our opponents
call themselves the Nat'l. Comnittee on Adoptlon and let

- . me assure you they are very well organized and appear to

~ have no proklenm with financial backing. They do in fact
~ have a full-time lobkyist in Washington. This is one of

f[]the goals 6f the AAC. In future ronths we will keep you

eabreast of AAC organlzation goals and gains."

—~=Susan Darke

Adoptlon Connectlon Deo. 19821]

newsletter

| *f ﬁThe AAC is the Amerlcan Adoptlon Congress, an. organlzatlon-;__ .
that seeks to join all adoptee and blrthparent groups to- - =

Tgether 1nto a unlfled whole. I have 301ned and hope youw-

71 'wi11 too, Yearly membership 18 $10

| “-?  The Importance of Public'Eduéation

I often dlscuss the 1mportance of "soeaking out" with out
members. Recently, an opinion was expressed that it's
hopeless to try and educate, people about the realities of
- adoptlon.' My friend felt this was true, because it is so
difficult for those who have not lived the experience to
understand it. She related the inakility of some family
members to conprehend our feelings avout the adoption sit-~
uation.

I agree that it is hard for an&one who isn't adopted, to
understand "what it feels like", to know our needs and
vearnings. Likewise, it is easy for non-birthparents to
perpetrate the myth that "birthparents don*t care'" and
“blrthparents forget".
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q "f:;t is vital that we. don t give un. ‘No, we can' t changee T L T

'ﬁe“xe everyone's mind. ‘Wherever one goes, one finds people |
:whose ninds are closed to Truth. Some people simply "don't

want to hear it". But, the world is also full of recept—

ive nlnds——oeople who will at least listen.

Many ohangee have taken place in adoption: people daring
' to Search; sharing their'eyperiences- expressing their
| needs.. Changes are even bPeing made in adoption policies -
o  and legislation. |

 All this is a relatively new phenomenon. These things
R _never mould have happened 1f the people involved hadn't
spoken up for thenselves. |

jOn January 15th we celekrated Dr.]Jartin Lﬁthet'&ing S
Llrthday. May we all rememcer Dr. Klng, and the example
“he gave us, as we consider our own struggle for.freedom,

'_[It is important to realize that each life touches many
'oother 11ves. When you share your adiption experlence
with one person, that information will ®e spread to a
"wide circle of people. ThlS is how attitudes change- W1th
person—to-oerson sharing

- We will never convince the entire world, eut we can open
a few eyes. We must never stop trying.

Prorressive Adoption Reforn Legislation

As you know, we all have a responsibility to do all we can
for adoption reform. As a Goal for 1983%, we all should
make the effort to actively support legislation for pro-

gressive adoption reform.

207




’;.To start thiubroaect I have oltained the names and legls~
lative addresses of our state and federal lawmakers. I
have requested information regarding all ®ills on adoption
for 1983. We will receive additional in-put from the Ad--
option Connection,-f0UB and AAC newsletters.

It is necessary to support legislation»for two reasons:

1.. to make future adoptions more humane,.and to. ereak

. down existing ®arriers separating triad nmembers;

- 2., to protect the rights we already have.

For example, Mass House Bill #7441 sought to limit the
..amount of non-identlfying information which can legally
~ Pe glven an adoptee. Any adoptee requesting background'
data, would be given even less to work with than now.

At our next meeting, we will work on drafting general
letters £to our 1eglslators. The idea is to have several
copies om hand, so that we will be ready to respond when
new legislation is proposed. Hand-outs with sample letters

and directions on contacting,our legislators will be avail-
able. | |

Select Committee on Children and Youth

The following comes to us from the August 1982 CUB Commun-
icator:

George Miller, Derocratic House member from California,
has proposed creation of a bipartisan Select Committee
on Children and Youth, to highlight the condition of the
nations children, young people, and families. The pro-
posed House conrnittee would have continuing oversight
responsibilities for the status and needs of children,
youth and families. The comxittee proposal was intro-
duceé@ in the House lMarch 13s%, as House Resolution 421,
and has been referred to the Rules Committee.

It ie vital fhat we write our Congressmen to let themr know
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"ffthet birtnnarents and adontees shoulu have a place on the

‘Jcommittee.

o Release of Confidentizlity to State

- Each state has a department which supervises all adoptions..-

Birthparents are encouraged to write to the department in

. 7I~ethe state where the adoption was processed. They should:

  1) send a Waiver of Confidentiality,_and 2) express.their
feelings about being "protected" by confidentiality.

) In some cases, taking this action has opened doors for a-
'doptees in Search. Apparently some agencies have been will-
-ing to help them, because the blrthparents have given wiit-
‘ten consent to be contacted. | |
0f course, each blrthparent should follow these same steps
to dlrectly Inform the agency of thelr W1shes.»

Conparing Abortion and Adoption Loss

CUB is putting together a leaflet designed to give several
women's comparisons of'living with abottion and adoption
loss. The leaflet is intended as.an educational tool for
those who believe that adoption is the "solution" to an un-
timely‘pregnancy and that abortion is always the "wrong" &l-
ternative. I am not taking a stand on abkortion here; merely
suggesting that these people listen to those who have lived
with both experiences, before making a judgemenf. Address
your statement to:

Attn.: TLeaflet Committee
CUB, Inc.

595 Central Ave.

Dover, L.Hn. 03820




'Vﬁﬁfjwarfen.E.'Siegmeﬁdi"

E When I ordered ny copy of In Search of a Stran er, it ar-
'rlved with a surprise! I was sent a stack of posters and

news itenms t0 share W1th you. 'TWO are ineluded_in this
letter. | | |

Mr. Siegnond is coordlnator of a proaect to have the words
"adoptee" and "hlrthparent" 1nc1uded 1n dlctlonarles.< He

- has offered a contest award of $100 to the person who sends
in the Best deflnltlon of "adoptee"

Those of you who have already read In Search of a Stranger
*"nay wish to glve Mr._Slegmond your reactlons to the ook,
as well as to participate in his contest: |

- Warren‘E, Siegmond o
-382 Central Park West
- New York, NY 10025

VPen—Pal Reaguest

Included is a letter from Larry Bart lien, an adoptee from
Oregon. I'm sharing it with you.in hopes that someone will
know of an appropriate pen-pal for Larry. His request

has also been forwarded to the Adoption Connection and CUB
newsletters. |

Ann Landers

~

Ann Landers has been notorious for printing anti-search,
pro-adoption letters. It has been suggested that we write
to Fis. Landers' Boss, requesting that her column include
letters from "our side". It would be good to see a wider
range of ovinions expressed.

Irite:

MNr., Steve Jehorek

President and Chief Executive Officer
Field Iewsvarer Syndicate

1703 Kaiser Ave,

Irving, Calif. 92714
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Oregon

Adoptive

Rights

Association
P.0O. Box 1332
Beaverton, Oregon 97075

12 /'24‘/ 82
2l

- I am searching to find adoptees who've 1lived =a
life as nearly similar as possible to the 1l1life I've
lived. Please help me 1In my search to locate these
‘Pen-Pals. In my specific search, I am looking for:
~ 'within the family' adoptees (preferably, 1like myself,

adopted from Dbirthmother by her blood brother and his

wife). Plus, the- very same adoptee searched for must
be an only chilld. |

I have known that my Dbirthmother was my Aunt for
sbout five years now. I sStole +the information to find
out. Last year I +told my Dbirthmother that 1 knew.
She will not tell me anything to help me locate my
genetic father. She hasn't. had any other child. I am
the only c¢hild in my adopted family. |

Meeting other adoptees has helped to melt down
some of my anger &and 1isolation. Since meeting O.A.R.A.
. members and other adoptees,: I have felt 1like I have
been meeting real human people for +the first time 1n
my 1life. It feels great being Dbetter understood. However,
better is not always being quite completely  or easlly
understood. Thus brings me to find reason for doing
this search. _

I know gyou'll understand my urgent need to search
for a common wunderstanding. -In that my need extends
to a more rare clrcumstantial extreme. Thankyou for
your help. I'm sure that any Pen-Pal you can find,
who qualifies for this search, will be thankfull also,.

Adoptee,
Larry Bart lien

’




IohAmeys ssop £q *‘TO0T340DY Aq Yleaq

‘P3T uosxafy TTTH~MBIDON ‘WTOYRUJTLTS LIIsYS pue puoupay 3P
-UuUap ‘STTUBLLL UOLIAOPY 9UYF OPLSU] WOJLJ SOOL0A :DOAOWIY o0UQ

"G6°68

‘sgaxg cowr) !puomiarg °*H uUsxaeM ‘Toduealg € JO yodesg ufl

*s888dd TeTd ysnoxysz ‘Trady UT STQBTTE2A®R 84 TIIM PUunocg pue 3s07q

13IT8 9®sa8 ® oXeW DINOM 4T :UO0T3s999ng ‘*SUTpedT JUSTTL0
-X2 soyeu pue ssidope aFe-UsS9] B SUIBOUCD STUL ‘oTqBITEBAE AT

Jp—

=3u209y *G6° 1§ ‘weiusqg {uo03JTT ueap £33ad £q ‘SW LLTAS U1

SUTpPEesyY MaN

| 226l-¢gS§ :ououg

80120 *ssey ‘uoysog

*38 Iepapd Pm03.¢m

IauxeM OoTLT *sa
| | o .mmogﬂﬁa 81U} I0F u00Ss mmmo
 ay3 03 FuUTWOO 8q TITM oUg .mﬁnﬂmwom S® U00S S® IaUIBM °SIH
33 Tam I0 Hﬂmo sseatd (@mzmﬂbﬂmvnﬁ 34 03 9XTT PINOM OUM 8SOYJ "

| o *IBTIUSPTIFUOD UTeEaI TTTM
mmﬁpﬂpnmcﬂ ITaY% ¢ somoy nﬁmﬂp.nw.dmzoﬂbnmpcﬂ 9q TITM s3o2alqng

sxeak Q¢-0g pade usmom (¥

.mﬁnmoAHmpm JT .mmoﬁmﬂnwmxm uotunax Itaul (¢

noammm 0} UOTISTO3p IT3Y%} AN

| | .mpqumQSPhaﬁ Hﬁmav @nm

.QQAPQO@N IT8YU} 3noqe plo3 agsM s933dope USYM DUB MO AF.

| :3N04% MOUY 03} 9YTT PIMOM 3YS ‘yYoxeesg Oum

mmmpmowm nwaok uo sysayl H@Hopoov nms I0F Apnis B FuTrqonpuoo
mﬂ mﬂm ..ﬁopmom Jo ‘asuxep oTAT .mnz WOIF 3s8nbax 8 aaey M

”._ .”,u_.r;.@m@mmz SN ERBRAETS zwuoax



w*h*LOne Agalnst the Storm, by Stanley c. Maﬁh; Qﬁé$f Pub1i$héi$;,“. 

| ""'f% 95.

| Open Adontlon, Open Placenent by January Robkerts and Diane
_Roble' Adoption Press, $3%.95, |

 Search Aftermasth and Adjustment, available from Nancy Sitter-
- ly/Orphan VOyage,COnh., $4.50 | - - o

AHow it Feels to be Adopted, by Ji11 Krementz; publlshed by
-gAlfred A. Knopf. Available since Nov. 1982 |

| -AA;Who has our copy of Orphan Voyage, by Jean Paton??

':3We now have I‘m Still Me and Once Renoved in our ETOHP 1ib‘.
rary.

“~Gréeting Cards

How many of you have wanted to send a greeting.card_to-yoarA
. newly-found relatives (or to put into your child's adoption
file)? I've been doing this for over a yéar now, and have
learned it's quite a problen! |

When will soreone create a new line of greeting cards, made
for people in our situation? We have a real need for this.

For instance, you can't send a ¢ard saying, '"thank-you for
all the wonderful memories!; or one that talks atout "the
yvears we've shared"; or "all the nice things you've done
through the years"! It can be an awkward problemn.

When will soneone design cards that say, "how I've missed
you through the years!", or '"how good to see you at last!"”

A happy and productive New Year to us all.

Sincerely,

Z o
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THE LAW OF LOVE

The concept of loving trusting relationships among human
beings is basic to the premise of God’s univeral teachings. So
fundamental, yet so righteous, this Law of Love ecllpses all else
in life and remains a higher principle than mere man-made

adoption regulatlons which were designed to ‘‘protect’’ people h S
from ever knowmg each other. ~

| ™
If learning the past, for whatever reason, will ease
suffering and pain, then why not draw aside that cold dark
curtain of i 1gn0rance and fear, let the warming light of love
shine through and eliminate forever those terrible shadows of
secrecy? Why is it considered such a threat for people involved
in the adoption triangle to know each other? Do we really need
to protect one another from learning the truth about each other?

I think not.

I say, let’s make adoption more human. I say, closed
records is an 1dea whose time has passed. It’s abhorrent to all I
hold dear and sacred. To my way of thinking, it’s contrary to
God’s way, and above all . . . against His Law of Love.

& Copynght © 1981 by Warren E. Siegmond
Published by Cameo Press
173 ifth Avenue
: Yu:k Ncw Ymk lﬂﬂlﬁ
it Gt e A s L e BT D S e T ST e S L e b e e S T M
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GENERAL BACKGROUND MATERIAL

There are approximately 5,000,000 adoptees in the United States who share with all of humanity the need for roots,
for heritage —yet, since the 1920s they have been prevented by law from learning the names of their natural parents.
These statutory restrictions on access to personal histories deny a truth about the past to an ever growing army of searchers
who are being forbidden a basic human right~—the right to know the truth about one’s origins. Thus begins the expensive,
time consuming and often heartbreaking “search for a stranger,” for most adoptees feel that they can fill in cultural and
ethnic gaps and reach an honest understanding of themselves only by looking for and meeting with their natural parents.

The desire to know one’s own mother and father is not confined to any single social or economic class nor does it have
anything to do with childhood happiness or unhappiness. The longing is simply a human need for identity. However, as far
as adoptees are concerned, the law prohibits them from satisfying this need. For nearly a century the records of their
births and.adoptions have-been sealed.

The adoption process is often a triangle of despair, loneliness and sorrow—a secret and final thing affecting adoptive
and natural parents as well as adoptees. Natural parents almost always have genuine concern over the fate of the child they
relinquished; and adoptive parents, no matter how much they love and want to help their children, simply do not have and
cannot get the missing information.

An adoptee is issued a new birth certificate. Whatever life he may have had before the signing of the papers is assumed
to have never occurred. In many instances, the natural mothers who have been convinced to give up their babies haven’t
fared any better.

Annette Baran, a Los Angeles social worker, has spent nearly twenty years working for adoption agencies. At the
annual conference of the American Orthopsychiatric Association in 1974, she described her profession:

. .. We helped a terrified pregnant girl to understand that out of love she would relinquish her child. We put
her in a maternity home and said that afterwards she could go back to her way of life (with contraception)
and that everything would be beautiful again and that emotionally she would once more be a virgin.

... The agency head bragged that their agency was the best because only 3 percent of their natural
mothers kept their children.

. .. When adopted adults came back to seek information, we saw.this as sick.and obsessed and.we.spent the
time quizzing them about why they had a need to know. We sat there in possession of their record, their
identity, and we grudgingly offered them bits and pieces that we decided they could and should have.

... Over the past fifteen years I have seen many birth parents who should never have relinquished their
children and would not have if they had really been given the right to decide, and not made to feel guilty
if they kept, and I have to admit that I was probably instrumental in perpetuating this practice for a
long time.

Little wonder that the lonely road to finding a biological parent has become a trail of tears: Nevertheless, the number
of adults who had been adopted as children, who had spent their formative years as the unquestioning (but secretly curi-
ous) sons or daughters of adoptive parents, and who at middle age have started searching for their “‘birth parents” is
growing,

Statistically, most of these searchers are women; and it is most often their mothers whom they seek. But virtually
everyone who was adopted (according to adoptees and the social scientists who study them) has a desire to find the an-
swers to at least two major questions about their biological parents: What are, or were, they like? and Why did they give
me away?

In years past, it was considered that searching or even consciously thinking about searching was a sign of disloyalty
and ingratitude toward one’s adoptive parents; and according to psychoanalysts, “‘It was also generally considered a symp-
tomn of personal maladjustment.

All this is changing. A growing number of adoptees—though only a small percentage of the overall total are searching,
and —they’re becoming more militant. This shift is attributed to a number of factors: the present climate of increased
social and political candor, the increasing liberalization of attitudes toward new sexual relationships, racially mixed fami-
lies and children born out of wedlock, a stimulation of the national curiosity by such best sellers as Roots, and organiza-
tions formed in recent years to assist adoptees such as the Kansas City Adult Adoptees Organization. vl
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General Background Material -2

Many of the searchers want to repeal the laws which require the sealing of adoption records and do away with almost
a century of secrecy. This would have enormous repercussions if applied retroactively, since an integral part of the agree-
ment between two sides of the adoptive triangle has always been an iron-clad guarantee of confidentiality.

The sealing of adoptees’ birth records has given rise to one of the most controversial issues in America today. Natural
parents, adoptive parents, half-sisters and half-brothers—all are affected by legal rulings which have made it impossible for
children adopted in most of the western world to learn the facts about their origins.

The reasons behind the search? Some have 2 medical mystery they hope to solve, some hope to discover their racial
origins. Still others have learned that they were abandoned as infants, or adopted on the black market. Whatever their
motives, these adoptees believe that theirs is a*valid reason.

To satisfy this curiosity, adoptees are willing to go to great lengths, some legal, some illegal. Many, even after a life-
time of searching never succeed. However, if the continued efforts to open closed records are ultimately successful, an
adopted person would be-permitted to examine.court and.adoption agency files—now permanently impounded by state..
law —for clues to the reason he was surrendered for adoption and where he might look for his maternal and paternal ances-
tors.

Although England, Scotland, Finland and Israel have open adoption records, many American adoptive parents believe
such legislation is a threat to an adoptees’ loyalty and affection. In their opinion, if the sealed envelopes were opened to
the searchers, there would no longer be a legal means of preventing a mature child from alienating them and establishing a
relationship with his *‘real” parents.

Are successful searches happy occasions for the birth parents? Not always. Many are learning that reunions can sud-
denly turn into confrontations. In one instance, an adopted daughter caused a divorce by searching out her natural mother.
The girl appeared at the mother’s door and said, “Hello, Mother,” in the presence of the mother’s husband. The husband
had not been informed about the illegitimate child and felt he could no longer trust his wife.

Yet the search continues. At least four legal actions brought by adult adoptees on the grounds of a denial of their con-
stitutional rights are pending in California. Two court decisions in New York and New Jersey have strongly supported the
right of adult adoptees to obtain information about their natural heritage, but stopping short of throwing open adoption
agency records. These decisions noted that the secrecy cloaking adoptions, *“served all parties extremely well for many
years at a time when society was not prepared to accept out-of-wedlock pregnancy or the single-parent family.”

A class action suit brought in Federal District Court in Manhattan (apparantly the first of its kind in the nation) is
directed only at New York State and City laws, but a victory would set a precedent for other states. At present, Kansas,
Alabama, Virginia, Alaska, South Dakota and Kentucky open records to adoptees on request.

The organization that brought the suit, the Adoptees Liberty Movement Association, contends that the sealing of
records violates the equal protection clause of the ]4th ‘Amendment by causing adoptees **psychological-pain -'suffering
and damage not experienced by non-adopted persons.”

There are other excellent reasons for abandoning the archaic concept of anonymity —a child might be carrying a
difficult-to-diagnose heredity disease. Without his family’s medical history, he has no way of knowing what he had in-
herited. He could become a cripple —or worse. Another problem is incest. By one estimate, there may be as many as fifty

thousand incestrous marriages in the United States involving adoptees who are unaware of a blood relationship with their
partners.

Advocates of the open record movement contend:

No one really seems to get the message. Whether you have a good or a bad adoptive home, you have an
identity crisis. Most people especially adoptive parents cannot understand the compelling need for iden-
tity experienced by many of the adopted children. All too often adoption agencies believe that adoptees
who search are shallow and ungrateful, neurotic and maladjusted, disturbed and psychotic and that gen-
erally they should be glad that somebody took them in.

In some respects, this attitude is shared by New York State’s Adoptive Parents Committee:

Not all biological parents want to be identified. It’s an invasion of privacy. It’s also an invasion of pri-

vacy on the part of the biological mother who could go to the records and find her child who might be
very contented.
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r Géneral Back’ground Material c = 3 -

An adoptive mother replied:

These are people we are talking about, not puppies or kittens that one takes in. You cannot deny the
" existence of the people who give birth. You might like to but you can’t. Adopted children have the right
to know about biological parents. Determining identity is a difficult enough process for someone brought

up by his natural parents; it is terribly more complex for the individual whose ancestry is completely
unknown to him.

An adoptee states:

~ There was a strong sense of being a guest in the house . . . the relationship hinged on being able 1o satisfy
the needs of the parents. They made an orphan of me although I was not. I didn’t have ancestors, history

~ or heritage.-Whyis-it-necessary in-adoption-to cut-away-all-of your-history? Why-must adoptees be-
forced to live a contrived identity in a contrived reality, not just as a child, but for all our lifetime?

Another adoptee:

I had a very happy adoptive home but I was always curious. I was afraid to ask anything because I felt
.~ guilty. I had a loyalty to my adoptive parents and I didn’t want to hurt them. |

" Many adoptive parents ask:

Why did you want to find the woman who gave you up? She never did anything for you, we took you in
and cared for you and this is the thanks we get?

“With it all the search goes on. It is uncertain, expensive and humiliating. It can be time consuming, emotionally drain-

ing and degrading. It requires courage, cunning, persistence and luck. What drives them on? Why start a search that is
stacked against them from the very beginning? Perhaps it can be summed up in this way:

Every adolescent, adopted or not, goes through an identity crisis. In some people’s judgement you find
your identity when you find and know your birth parents. In the opinion of others, identity is something

 INSIDE you, not outside—and the search goes on all your life. For some, the search is a joyous expe-
rience to be shared-with the -entire family, but-for untold thousands of less fortunate children the time--
to search is indeed a time to cry.
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