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The Bi r thparen t  Support  Network was organized i n  the surnrner of 1383 i n  
response t o  the  l a r g e  number of b l r  Wlparenta i n  the Wes t ahes  ter/Yutnarn 
a r e a  who w i s h  t o  meet l o c a l l y  t o  d l s o u s s  the Ul r thparen t  Experience. 

I 
We're s t i l l  on Cloud 9 a f t e r  the  sucoess  of our  P a l l  opener, A Leual  
C l i n l o  f o r  Bl r thparen t s .  Annette w i l l  be organiz ing  a paper highlight- 
ing  t h e  major i s s u e e  we spoke about.  A l l  who a t tended w i l l  r e c e i v e  a 
complimentary oopy. The C l l n l c  w i l l  be repeated  again  n e x t  F a l l .  
I t  was g r e a t  t o  s e e  people exchaneing phone nymber~ a n d  a r r ang ing  car- 
pools.  My o r i g i n a l  buddy a n d  I keep i n  c l o s e  con tact  alrnost 2 y e a r s  
l a t e r 1  She l i v e s  f a r  a n d  has  many family r e s p o n s l b i l l t i e n  t h a t  make 

I I t  hard f o r  h e r  t o  anend the t r a v e l  time up here  but  a h e n s  here  i n  . I - 
thought;, 
Thanke t o  those  who of fe red  ref reshments  f o r  next time. Our t r e a s u r y  
w i l l  oover ouptl, oof fee ,  sugar ,  cookies .  Goodies a r e  a l w a y s  welcome. 
Speaking of our t r e a s u r y ,  thank you t o  a l l  who helped g e t  i t  going. 
A s  i t  grows, ao w i l l  our  s e r v i c e s  t o  you. For examp'le, a b i r t h p a r e n t  
t a ~ e  hao been ordered s o  t h a t  you can hea r  otherf t 'uhare  t h e i r  pregnancy/ 
euErender /b i r thpare  n t e x p e r l e  nce. The same themes * a l w a y s  a r l e e  , a n d  
are p a r t  of t h e  p o s t  t raumatio exper ience  of bir thparenthood, ,  Also,  
Kathy i s  looklng i n t o  booke s o  t h a t  we can develop our  own r e n t a l / p u r -  - 
chase l i b r a r y ,  I t m  working on g e t t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  cop ie s  of the  books 
us reaomend t o  you eo t h a t  you oan buy o r  lend them thrcugh ue. 
I f  you want: t o  have i n p u t  i n t o  how the m e e t i n s  go, inc ' luding expendi- 
t u r e e ,  oome t o  our  Organ lza t iona l  Meeting on l l / l9 - - the  same day as our  , 
eupport  mas t lng--a t  1 2 t  30 pm. 
We can uee he lp  i n  o t h e r  wayo tool  Anyone who wishes can! . 

i.Donate a ~ c r a p b o o k  s o  we can document our  growth 
2 .Cal l  the  Department of Health i n  the  a r e a  of N.Y ,  where your 

oh l ld  was born. A l l  N.Y.C. b i r t h s  a r e  a t  125 Worth S t .  Ask 
how a b i r t h p a r e n t  can l i s t  i n  the new reunion r e g i s t r y .  Even 
though the  r e g l ~ t r y  i s  no t  what we hoped f o r ,  t h e  more c a l l s  
they r e a e i v e ,  the  more dooumentation t h a t  wet r e  here and DO 
NOT NEED OR WANT THE CONFIUENTIALITY THAT SEPAHATEH U S  FHOM I 
CUR CIiILDIihN. 

3 . C a l l  Sen. Maynihanls o f f i c e  (212)661-5150 o r  Sen. DlAmatofs 
o f f l c e  (212)947-7393 and  r eques t  a copy of :;ennte Report # 
98-246 Calendar 4171, "Child Abuse Prevent ion and  'Preatment 
and Adoption Reform Aot Amendment of 1983. b r ing  i t  t o  our  
r n e e t l n ~  t o  share .  t 1 

Meeting mail ing n o t i c e s  w i l l  t emporar i ly  fo l low t h i e  format .  Both CUB 
and O r i g i n s ,  whioh we urge you t o  jo in ,  o f f e r  more ex t ens ive  n e w s l e t t e r s  - 

with  b i r t h p a r e n t  inpu t .  ~ ~ p l l c a t i o n s ,  as we l l  as o t h e r  w r i t t e n  material ,  
a r e  a l w a y s  a v a i l a b l e  on our  d i ep l ay  t a b l e .  
Well1 t r y  t o  send meeting n o t i c e s  t o  a l l  on our  mai l ing l i s t .  I f  you 
o a n t t  come but  wioh' to .support ;  our  work, c a l l  G a l l  a t  (914)949-1546. 
For " J u s t  YupportH o a l l  Kathy a t  (914)576-6843 o r  Annette st (914) 238- 
9262. /' 

We look  forward t o  see ing  you on Nov. 19 from 1100-4tOOpm a t  Gai l18  
houee, 11 Rockledge Hoad, North White P lo ine ,  N.Y.  : J i t t e r  s e rv ioe  i a  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  a nominal f e e .  P lease  o a l l  i n  advance i f  needed. And 

I p l e a s e ,  l e t  u s  know i f  you p lan  t o  oomel I 



lr SERVICE OF 

IjILtTliPNiUIJT 
For  I n fo :  

(914)  ~ 4 9 - 1 5 4 6  

Need t lJust  Support?I1 C a l l  u s l  
Kathy a t  (914)576-6843 Annette  a t  (914) 238-9262 

The B i r t h p a r e n t  Support  Iuetwork i s  growing11 More and more i n q u l r l e s  
a r e  aoming i n  each month. I n  November, 6 b i r t h p a r e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  one 
b i r t h f a t h e r  made IIfLrst" c o n t a c t  wi th  us .  A n  a d d l t l o n a l  rnail i n f o  
rt q u e s t  das rece ived  " f o r  a f r i e t ld . "  
You may be wondering who we a r e .  A t  our  hovember 1 9 t h  meeting we 
were a11 women between the  R ~ F ? R  of 26 a n d  48. A l t h o u ~ h  moet of our 
l l lost l l  sons  and  daugh t e r s  a r e  t e e n a g e r s ,  our c h i l d r e n  range i n  age 
from 9 t o  27. The average age i s  17. Most of us l i v e  i n  h e s t c h e a t e r .  
Two of u s  r e s i d e  i n  o t h e r  s ta te8- -one  more than 100 rniles away. Half 
of u s  have found t h e  c h i l d r e n  we sur rendered  ( a l l  boys) a n d  most o f .  
t he  r e s t  a r e  sea roh lng .  We arc! marr ied ,  no t  marr ied ,  d ivorced .  And.. 
between us we have had 16 subsequent  c h i l d r e n .  
Even though t h e r e  a r e  i d e n t i f  i a b l e  d l f  f e r e n c e s  among our  members, t he  
B i r t h p a r e n t  Experience u n i t e s  u s .  A s  we t e l l  our  x t o r l e s ,  we d r a w  
s t r e n g t h  a n d  oourage from each a t h e r .  he hope y o u ' l l  J o i n  u s  n e x t  time 
a n d  be a p a r t  of t h i s  unique expe r i ence ,  

D0N' 'r  BUY CABUAGE PATCH KIDIS DOLLS 
P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  a marketing technique t h a t  e x p l o i t s  
adop t ion .  The Cabbage Pa tch  d 3 1 l  i s  so ld  complete w i t h  adopt ion  pap- 
erB and amended b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e .  A Coleco product ,  one of t h e i r  
spokespersons  has  been quoted a s  say ing  t h a t  each d o l l  I1aLthough homelyIt 
has a sense  of v u l n e r a b i l i t y  making i t  a t t r a c t i v e .  '!his d o l l  d e p i c t s  
adop tees ,  t hen ,  a n  llliomelyll nnd ItVulnerable. It  WHAT MESSAGE; I S  COLECO 
G I V I N G  'L'Hti PUBLIC ArlOU'C OUH c:HJl.,~~rtr;.V l 

; II ,SH L I s r  
Th i s  i s  the  time of y e a r  when you r e c e i v e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  dona t i ons  from 
.a l o t  of o rgan i za t i ons .  IJe WISli we were Itfundedw Ci: l l ~ r a n t e d l l  and d l d n l  t 
have t o  do  t h i s .  But beoause we dong't a s k  f o r  y e a r l y  dues  we need t o  
r e q u e s t  your h e l p  i n  o t h e r  w a y s .  Some t h i n g s  we need a r e :  

1 .Heams of Xerox paper  
2.Ribbon f o r  Stnith Corona E l ec .  110 

.Scotch Magic 'rape 
5 ,  Legal  pad 8 
6 ,s tamps,  pos t  c a r d s  & l n a i l l n ~   label^ 
7 . te lephone  answering machine, t e lephone  i n s t a l l a t i o n  f e e  ($162.75) 
8 . f i l e  o a b i n e t s  
g . ~ o s t  Off ioe  Box ($26.00 p e r  y e a r )  
l O . O r ,  o o n t r i b u t l o n s  t h a t  you earmark f o r  any of t he  above 

A s p e c h l t h a n k ~  goes  t o  W i l m a ,  who a l though no t  a b i r t h p a r e n t ,  r e c e n t l y  
donated a scrapbook t o  s u p p o r t  ou r  e f f o r t s .  Wilrna a l s o  sends  h e r  love  
t o  a b i r t h p a r e n t  f r i e n d  who r e a d s  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  & would l i k e  a ohance t o  
prove h e r  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  concern.  
We have acquired some adop t ion  t l c l a s s i c s u  whlch we b.Sgan t o  o f f e r  f o r  
s a l e  a t  our  l a o t  meeting. Still a v a i l a b l e  a r e :  Los t  & Pound, Twice Born, 
P o l i t i c s  of Adoption (The T r i adop t i on  L l b r q y  has  t h i s  on t h e i r  wish l i s t )  
and o t h e r s .  C a l l  C a l l  f o r  i n f o  on purchase o r  r e f e r e n c e  use .  
N N  l a  t a k i n g  a vaca t ion .  You ' l l  h e a r  from u s  a f h r  J a n .  meeting. C a l l  
G a l l  f o r  i n f b  a t  914-949-1546. HAPPY HOLIDAYSIIIII 
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