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By JOHN TAYLOR stances, the mere name of a natural 
Press Harrisburg Correspondent parent is not enough to track down b ~ ~ t w a i t ~ ~ t i . L i t p ~ ~ & ~ ~ ~ l ~ t ~  

that person 18 years or more since cemiA;teC beteAe wd* 2~ HARRISSURG - T K ~  is just a the adoption. hypothetical case, but . . . But new regulations recently put 
Jennifer was 15, pregnant and into effect permit natural parents to P h e  Lrt me h o w  iL p u  ane w i C L i n q  

unmarried. file their current addresses with the , $he . . , 
When the h b ~  arrived, she im- state, indicating their willingness to I mediately placed it up for adoption. be located. Then she began putting her life back The division will make no at- 9[ y u  need a h t  o.? the f fou~e  

together. tempt to contact an adoptee, but if she married and bore the adoptee should inquire about the three more children. She never told namg of his natural prents, 
d J . d e  p h e  n d  a atyrrd a d  

her hushand about the child she address also will be supplied. mihhaud envdope b p. 0. 80% 52, 
gave up. Freind said he has no problem 

Twenty years later, there's a with the new regulations because $&on&, Pa. 15044 and yuu w i L L  ncceive 

knock at the door. When Jennifer they involve ,mutual consent. 
abwers it, a young man smiles a t  

a wml)&e Lint. 
But he gave two reasons why he 

her and says, "Hi, Mom. I'm Your believes the parents' names should Unite one .L~~%vL md me& w p i a  
son, Michael." .be shielded: 

Jennifer's story is fictitious, but it "First of all," he said, "what 2.0 o d  $e a nwy M you W& $2 
could occur in real life in Pennsyl- happens to that family (in the Jenni- 
vania, where adopted children, upon fer case) when Junior walks in? It w o d d  in 1980 and it can wed 
reaching adulthood, may obtain could be absolutely devastating. 
copies of their original birth . "My second concern is that many 
certificates. women who might otherwise bear a I 

An adopted person's original birth child and place it for adoption might J h i ~  d i c l e  n t ~ ~ i t e u !  wiit.h a 

certificate carries the name of his choose abortion if they believed the 
or her natural mother and, very child would re-enter their lives." 

~ p t h d i t d  me. Jt id 
often, the natural father. Freind's first bill was approved {idiO~.... 1.2 w. / I /  . . 

Most states conceal the identities ' by the House, 169-22, during the 
of natural parents who place their 1979-80 legislative session, but died 
infants for adoption. Pennsylvania, in the Senate Public Health and 
Alabama and Kansas are the ex- Welfare Committee. 
ceptions. A member of that committee, 

Pennsylvania has aU0wed adoP- Sen. Philip Price Jr., R-Philadelpia, 
tees access to their original birth' said the bill was opposed by adopted 
records since 1978, when an old law persons who felt they had the right 
covering those birth records was to h o w  the names of their natural 
reinter reted by the attorney gener- parents. 
al's of P ice. "We heard testimony. from State Rep' Stephen F' Freind* R- groups who'give assis(ance to adopt- If both natural parents stated 
Delaware County, would like to end ,,,,, Price said. told us that tbeir unwillingness to be identified, 
the practice. 80 to 90 percent of the reunions no information. would be provided. 

"I believe that an adopted person worked out fine if handled with If one parent consented, only the 
should be able to obtain the identity sensitivity." name and address of the consenting 
of his natural parents only if those Price subsequently introduced a parent would be provided. 
natural parents agree," Freind said. bill that would strengthen and even "If both natural parents were 

In the past two legislative ses. expand the attorney general's ruling &ail," Freind said, ' their identity 

sions, Freind has introduced bills by writing it into law. The bill is would not be revealed but the adopt- 
dpc!rson would be advised that his . 

calling for specific r d u r e s  an pending in the Senate. f: But Freind also has re-introduced natural parents were deceased." 
adopted child would ave to follow 
in order to locate his natural his bill this session, with some aller- Charles L. Hardester, state direc- 
parents. ations, and although it has gbne tor of vital records in New Castle, 

The child would apply to the state mwhere in nearly a Year, he said.he said about 2,940 adopted persons 
Division of Vital Records in New would push for EIouse Passage.. have obtained copies of their birth 

certificates since the 1978 ruling. Castle, contact the agency that han- "There are conflicting interests 
dled his adoption or petition a court between the adopted person's desire "At first, there were only about 
to make the search. to know the identity of his natural threes week," Hardester said, "but 

But in a11 instance., the natural parents and the parents' right to now it has increased to about 25 
parent or parents, assuming they privacy," Freind said. "My bill requests a week." 
could be found, would be asked seeks to resolve the conflict." 1 Hardester noted that in most in- 
whether they wished to be 
i d w i e d .  
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