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- Jhe monthly meetings are held in Zhe dowrntaira meeting room ol the Parkvale Savings
Bank, the 2nd, Sunday of every month, Jime: 1:30 P./M. (heck Liat below for any changes.
92 you ane comingto the meeting on the turnpike, get ofl at (xit # 7, Smin. Go Wert .
on Rty 30 almost 4 miler to the Nomvin Shopping (enten, Jurn left at the traffic u,/.t at the §
Zan end of center, Jhe bank ia on the night,

(oming trom Pittaburgh on Rt. 30, g fart until you get to the Nomvin (enter and turn /u.gllt
immedintely belore it,

- Pleare Leel {ree to bring someene fon monal -cuppoat. Bu.ng infonrmation wu(ui duning our
wen/n hop, |

Manch 1ith -

Apnil 25th, Pleasre nete! JThia ia the 4th, Sunday

May Ne meeting! Mother's Day - :

June [3ths

July 11th

ﬂug,th Sth
*********************************************************************************************

Sonny the Newrletten in ao late but 9 do have geod rearon, Many ol you know that my
husband had epen heart sungeny in Januany, He in progrersing rapidly but in houre bound and
on a apecinl diet efc.. Needlear 2o say 9 am kept very bury.
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Firat en the adgenda: Oun heantlelt thanks go to each one of you that nespended to oun
plea fon finaneial help, About 50 people aent contributionr of 525,520,810 and 85 and one
contribution of 850, (Jhank you (andace) We had an enommoua phone bill 11-2/-8/ to 12-2(-8/
ol $90. Will explain laters Alter all billr are paid including neunletter, we have a balance
on hard of 8180.00, With new members that should hold ua. JThank you very much!!! We are
alwaysr in need of contributionsso keep us in mind,
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9n November 9 neceived a phone call trom Dn. (llen Jnanks She wanted to inteaview an
adoptee that had aeanched, found and had a relatiorship with binth lamily, plur pictures,
My atony {illed the bill, Dn, Frank and 9 wenre on the A M, Pittaburgh Show on Nov., 24th,
and (he 4 evening newa on Nov, 25¢h.. (National Adopt.ion Week,) So far we have neceived 67
calls Lrom A, Pittaburgh alone, By the time my hurband and 9 got home the mesrage
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box war full, (30 calls) 9 had 10 return the calls ac that ia why our phone bill was ro
high,

 Next, we had a call Lnom (h 2 Pittabungh fon a program on Dec, 7ths Little did I
know the three other people would be: Judge Paul Zavarella, Onphan ((ount-Prolesron (yril
(o Memns, Jn., New Jork law Schoel-works with Alm in New York and laat but not Leaat,
William Pierce, President of Netional (emmittee fon Adeption. Wetch fer this name es he
can do more hanm to the epen recordsr movement then anyone 9 know, fle gets a very daage
aclary te Light srame,

Alter the rhow wasr even, they asrked us te tape & segment ol Weekend Magagine with

Jom Garrnity fon Dec, (3thes 9 neally learned a great deal and wes happy fen the eppertunity

2o Apeakt out!
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Anyone that ever Lilled out an Snternatisnal-Seundex-Reunion-Regisrtry form and

sent it te Navade pleere note... 9 you complete your srearch, please notify them te pull

youn card, Send to,..fmm Moy Vilardi-P.0. Bex 23/2-(arsen (ity, Naveda 8970/, We are

Ludey_ to have & Reunion Jile but they don't reed ebsolete information.
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We have had reversl great meetings lately,..Ineezing cold and all, Llart month we had

aixteen people but would Like even mone, A number of you have completed youn searches and

have not retunned to shane with ur, 9 hope with apning jurt around the cornen you will

come back ar youn atonier ene very impontant, Also many ol you joined but we have not

heand from you agein, Plemnre don't ait back and wait 2o hean from ua. We have 400 people

on the mailing Lirt e you do the calling on come on oute 9L 9 promised to help you but

have not done a0, plemse call on write and refrerh my memony. 9 hope you understand that

9 have been on a Merry~§o-Round arince Navembenr,
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Jwe apeakinglengagements coming up, JThe linat ene: Jhe Lutheran Seciety, Westmoneland

(ounty, home atudy group. Jhe second ene in a featen panent’s program, Many are adopting

a child they have had fonr a long Lime.
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9 received a lovely poem wnitten eapecinlly fon me Lrom a new Iriend, She in not in

the adoption trinngle, Anyone that wirhea to ure it in a newrletter may do re but pleare

tell where you got iZ
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Decide now to attend oun March, April on June meeting and mark youn calender!’! You

. won't be AOMYs o o Pleare 5/:.4'22; a {.p[dﬂz' chain o ure that day as we only have /6.,

jﬁam&mﬁm[@“’bm&tom&eéﬁ.ﬁ??

\ Next neunletten in ywle_.’ See you aoon
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Adophon Papers~
Do Birth Parents

Deserve Privacy?

By JOHN TAYLOR
Press Harrisburg Correspondent

HARRISBURG — This is just a
hypothetical case, but .

Jennifer was 15, pregnant and
unmarried.

When the baby arrived, she im-
- mediately placed it up for adoptmn

Then she began putting her life back .

together.
Eventually, she married and bore
three more children. She never told

her husband about the child she
gave up.

Twenty years later, there's a
knock at the door. When Jennifer

-answers it, a young man smiles at
her and says, “Hi, Mom, I'm your
son, Michael.”

Jennifer’s story is fictitious, but it
could occur in real life in Pennsyl-
vania, where adopted children, upon
reachmg adulthood, may obtain
copies of their ongmal birth
certificates.

An adopted person’s original birth
certificate carries the name of his
or her natural mother and, very
often, the natural father.

Most states conceal the identities

of natural parents who place their
infants for adoption. Pennsylvania,
Alabama and Kansas are the ex-
“ceptions.

Pennsylvania has allowed adop-

tees access to their original birth

records since 1978, when an old law
covering those birth records was
reinterpreted by the attorney gener-
al’s office.

State Rep. Stephen F. Freind, R-
Delaware County, would like to end
the practice.

“Y believe that an adopted person
should be able to obtain the identity
of bis natural parents only if those
natural parents agree,” Freind said.

In the past two legislative ses-
sions, Freind has introduced bills
calling for specific procedures an
adopted child would have to follow
in order to locate his natural
parents.

The child would apply to the state
Division of Vital Records in New
Castle, contact the agency that han-
dled his adoption or petition a court
to make the search. -

But in all instances, the natural
parent or parents, assuming they
could be found, would be asked
whether they wished to

. Jdentifsed.

stances, the mere name of a natural
parent is not enough to track down
that person 18 years or more since
the adoption.

But new regulations recently put
into effect permit natural parents to
file their current addresses with the
state, indicating their willingness to
be located.

The division will make no at-
tempt to contact an adoptee, but if
the adoptee should inquire about the
names of his natural parents, the
address also will be supplied.

Freind said he has no problem
with the new regulations because
they involve mutual consent.

But he gave two reasons why he

believes the parents’ names should -
-be shielded:

“First of all,” he said, “what
happens to that famlly (in the Jenni-
fer case) when Junior walks in? It
could be absolutely devastatmg

. “My second concern is that many

. women who might otherwise bear a

child and place it for adoption might
choose abortion if they believed the
child would re-enter their lives.”
Freind's first bill was approved
by the House, 169-22, during the
1979-80 legislative session, but died

- in the Senate Public Health and

Welfare Committee.

A member of ‘that committee,
Sen. Philip Price Jr., R-Philadelpia,
said the bill was opposed by adopted
persons who felt they had the right
to know the names of their natural
parents.

“We heard testimony. from
groups who give assistance to adopt-
ees,” Price said. “They told us that
80 to 90 percent of the reunions
worked out fine if handled w1th
sensitivity.”

Price subsequently introduced a
bill that would strengthen and even
expand the attorney general’s ruling
by writing it into law. The bill is
pending in the Senate.

But Freind also has re-introduced
his bill this session, with some alter-
ations, and although it has gone
nowhere in nearly a year, he said he
would push for House passage..

“There are conflicting interests
between the adopted person’s desire
to know the identity of his natural
parents and the parents’ right to
privacy,” Freind said. “My bill
seeks to resolve the conflict.”
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.7/:4.4 64,L£ i /‘enown er /fouAc 34.1.[
 # 548 and wes intreduced by Rep. 5te.p/ten
}. Frneind. Gt jusat passred in the Jud-
iciany (ommittee and will go out en the .
2oon lon « Lill vete, 9¢ you ane in
lavon of the edeptee getting hia binth
centilicate, please vete N0 on thin bille:
Wnite youn representatives new ! 9t wdl.'
pars but wait until it geer to a« Senete
committee belonre wniting them

Pleane let me hnow (L you are uujlulg.
to de thid.....

92 you need & Lint of the Houre
end Senate pleane send e atamped 2el!
eddresrred envelope to P.0. Box 52, |
Gibaonia, Pa. 15044 and you will ae.ceue
« complete Lint,

Wnite one letter and make copies
20 send te ar many er you will, St
wonked in 1980 and it can werk egeinll!!

Thir enticle stanted with e
hypot hetical care. It in
z-(:dwno 00 o”‘t M.’.’.’

If both natural parents stated
their unwillingness to be identified,
no information. would be provided.
If one parent consented, only the
name and address of the consenting
parent would be provided.

- “If both natural Parents were
dead,” Freind said, “their identity
would not be revealed but the adopt-
ed person would be advised that his -
natural parents were deceased.”

Charles L. Hardester, state direc-
tor of vital records in New Castle,
said about 2,900 adopted persons
have obtained copies of their birth
certificates since the 1978 ruling.

“At first, there were only about
three-a week " Hardester said, “‘but
now it has increased to about 25
requests a week.”

" Hardester noted that in most in-
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