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A Y  O R O A Y I Z A T I O Y  P O R  W O M o Y  W M O  M A W S  L O S T  C M l L D R S Y  T O  A O O t T l O Y  
. . 

T h i s  newsletter is p u b l i s h e d  s i x  times a  y e a r  and is t h e  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  
o f  t h e  members o f  ORIGINS. Nothing i n  i ts  c o n t e n t s  may be  r e p r i n t e d  w i t h o u t  
w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  e d i t o r s  and t h e  a u t h o r .  I n  o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  f o r  Free 
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  o u r  members, we a s k  t h a t  no member s h a r e  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  
anyone no t  d i r e c t l y  connec ted  w i t h  ORIGTNS. A l l  submias ions  are welcome and 
shotlld b e . s e n t  t o  ORIGINS, P.O. Box One, Bound, Brook NJ 08805. Requests  f o r  
a L i s t  of a r t i c l e s  a v a i l a b l e  shou ld  be  s e n t ,  w i t h  a s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  stamped %-. enve lope ,  t o  Evelyn Zeimetz, 1127 Ivanhoe P a t h ,  Mnnasquan NJ 08736.   ember- *+ s h i p  is $6.00 p e r  y e a r ,  which i n c l u d e s  a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r .  . . <, 

% 
MAY 1982 

"' 
P.O. BOX ONE, BOUND BROOK N J  08805 . - 
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CLAKIFICATION ON NEW SEARCH POLICY ANOTHER VIEWPOINT ... CONTINUED 

I n  o u r  March 1982 n e w s l e t t e r ,  t h e r e  was a n  ar t ic le  I ' m  a l s o  g l a d  t o  see t h a t  you have come up w i t h  some 
announcing a  new s e a r c h  p o l i c y  on s e a r c h  h e l p .  We s t a t e d  g u i d e l i n e s  abou t  s e a r c h  a i d .  However, I do t a k e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  . . 
t h a t  ORIGINS would no l o n g e r  o f f e r  s e a r c h  h e l p  t o  mothers  t h e  s t a n c e  c h a t  t h e  b i r t h m o t h e r  muat t e l l  h e r  o t h e r  c l ~ l l d r e n  
whose p a r e n t s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  and husband d i d  n o t  know t h a t  s h e  and t h e  b i r t h f a t h e r .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l ,  depending upon 
had g iven  b i r t h  t o  t h e  s u r r e n d e r e d  c h i l d .  We a l s o  a d v i s e d  t h e  c i rcumstances .  I f  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  have no t  been r n i s e d  
t r y i n g  t p  f i n d  t h e  b i r t h f a t h e r  and tel l  him 11e had Eather- knowing t h a t  they  have a n o t h e r  s i b l i n g  somew\~ere o u t  t h e r e  i n  . 
ed  a c h i l d ,  g he was n e v e r  informed a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  t h e  wor ld ,  t h e  news cou ld  be d e v a s t a t i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t hey  . . 
b i r t h .  have no t  renched a n  age  where t h e y  cnn unders tand  t h e  circum- 

S e v e r a l  of o u r  members misunders tood t h e  i n t e n t  of  s t a n c e s .  They may i n t e r n a l i z e  t h e  news and f e e l  t h a t  i f  t t ley j l 

. . . .  t h i s  p o l i c y  and thought  w e  meant ellat a l l  s e a r c h i n g  b i r t h -  a r e  n o t  II good" Mommy may g i v e  them away, too!  A s  t o  t h e  l ~ l r t h -  
mothers  shou ld  inform a 1 1  o f  t h e  above t h a t  t h e y  were sea rch-  f a t h e r ,  what if a r a p e  c a s e ?  or  a gang rape?  A persol1 . . 
i n g ,  and d i s c u s s  t h e  P r o g r e s s  and Outcome o f  t h e  s e a r c h  w i t h  shou ld  n o t  be fo rced  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  man (men) under  t h o s e  c i r -  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s  and t h e  b i r t h f a t h e r ,  as well a s  w i t h  t h e i r  bus- c u m t a n c e s  even i f  they  do know t h e  m a n ' s  i d e n t i t y .  I n  my o m  

. . 

band and o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  was n o t  o u r  i n t e n t ,  c a s e ,  which w a s  n o t  r a p e ,  I do n o t  f e e l  any o b l i g a t i o n  t o  c o n t a c t  . . While W e  feel s t r o n g l y  t h a t  Your o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  have a t h e  b i r t h f a t h e r  a t  a l l .  Should I f i n d  my d a u g h t e r ,  o r  s h e  f i n d s  . . r i g h t  t o  know abou t  t h e i r  b r o t h e r  o r  sister as soon as pos- me,  I w i l l  g i v e  h e r  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I have r e g a r d i n g  h e r  
s i b l e ,  a n d d o n ' t  know how a mar r ied  woman c o u l d  conduct  a f a t h e r  and h e l p  h e r  t o  l o c a t e  him i f  s h e  d e s i r e s  to do s o .  r\n- 
s e a r c h  w i t h o u t  h e r  husband knowing, w e  see no r e a s o n  t o  , . 

t i c i p a t i n g  t h a t  s h e  might  want t o  f i n d  him, I am a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
d i s c u s s  a n y  - a s p e c t  of  s e a r c h  w i t h  Your Parents O r  t h e  b i r t h -  f i n d  o u t  h i e  d a t e  and p l a c e  o f  b i r t h ,  b u t  I have no i n t e n t i o n  
f a t t i e r ,  u n l e s s  you want t o  and f e e l  i t  would be  h e l p f u l  t o  ( a t  t h e  moment, anyway) o f  comple t ing  a s e a r c h  f o r  him. I have 
You- A s  l o n g  as Your P a r e n t s  and t h e  b i r t h f a t h e r  know t h a t  n o t  s e e n  n o r  hea rd  from him s i n c e  b e f o r e  my d a u g h t e r  was born  
t h e  c h i l d  e x i s t s ,  we would n o t  a s k  anyone t o  Pursue  t h e  sub- and ,  f m n k l y ,  he h a s  no p l a c e  i n  my l i f e .  I d o ,  however, re- 
J e c t  any f u r t h e r  i f  i t  was t o o  p a i n f u l .  cogn ize  t h e  p l a c e  be h a s  i n  my d a u g h t e r ' s  l i f e  and I am not  

It h a s  been our  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t h e  s o o n e r  you t e l l  opposed t o  g i v i n g  h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a s s i s t i n g  h e r  i n  l o c a t i n g  
Your o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  abou t  t h e i r  l o s t  b r o t h e r  o r  sister, t h e  him. Beyond t h a t  I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  I have any o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
easier i t  is f o r  them and f o r  you. There  w i l l  n e v e r  be  a c o n t a c t  him. 
b e t t e r  time than  n o w  f o r  t e l l i n g  your  c h i l d r e n .  no matter While i t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  have some r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  
how young t h e y  a r e .  We unders tand  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  can  b e  I hope t h i s  c u r r e n t  set of  r u l e s  w i l l  n o t  be i r o n  c l a d .  ORI(:TNS 
t o  t e l l  your  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  and i n t e n d  no crit icism of needs  t o  e x h i b i t  some f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  e n f o r c i n g  t h e s e  r u l e s ,  o r  
t h o s e  b i r t h m o t h e r s  who have a l r e a d y  completed a s e a r c h  else t h e y  w i l l  become punitive. Temper them by human judgement 
w i t h o u t  t e l l i n g .  We a l l  l e a r n  from o u r  p a s t  m i s t a k e s .  We and knowledge of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  circumstances invo lved .  
are h e r e  t o  h e l p  any of you t a k e  t h i s  b i g  s t e p ,  whether  you 
have a l r e a d y  found,  o r  are s e a r c h i n g .  We p l a n  t o  write more 
abou t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i n  f u t u r e  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  and t o  d i s c u s s  i t  Marie C a v a l e r i ,  I L  
a t  meet ings .  

I am s u r e  you a l l  want what we want: t h e  b e s t ,  most 
h o n e s t ,  welcoming reun ion  we can  o f f e r  when we c o n t a c t  o u r  
l o s t  c h i l d r e n .  MATERNAL INSTINCTS 

Mary Anne Cohen, NJ Don't  b e r a t e  y o u r s e l f  f o r  t h e  s t r a n g e ,  awkward f e e l i n g s  
t h a t  arise upon s e e i n g  your l o n g ,  l o s t  chi ld--your  baby,nou a l l  

-- grown up. 
I can  well remember t h e  myriad o f  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  f looded 

ANOTHER VIEWPOINT through me and c o n s t a n t l y  changed o v e r  t h e  hour o r  s o  I f i r s t  - 
gazed upon my d a u g h t e r ,  now a lmos t  a  grown young woman. 'Sl~e 

 hanks f o r  p r i n t i n g  your  announcement a b o u t  the ,  Chicago * f i r s t  t h i n g  I f e l t  was t h e  s t r a n g e n e s s  of  t h e  whole s i t u a t i o n .  
meet ings  i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r .  I c o n t a c t e d  a  number of  peop le  t h e  awkwardness. Then t h e r e  was t h e  embarassment f o r  no t  know- 
from t h e  Chicago a r e a  and h e l d  a  meet ing Elarch 27 t o  which i n g  which one she  was. I remember f e e l i n g  s o  f o o l i s h  hav ing  t o  
b peop le  came. I t  went p r e t t y  w e l l  and w e ' l l  be  hav ing  a s k  my husband of  each g i r l  h e r  age ,  "Do you t h i n k  t h a t ' s  her'?" 
monthly meet ings .  The peop le  who mme were a l l  v e r y  much " in  And t h e n ,  r e a l l y  f e e l i n g  downright  dumb when I came t o  t h e  con- 
t h e  c l o s e t t '  and they  are t h e  people  [ would l i k e  t o  reach  t h e  c l u s i o n  t h a t  i t  MUST be t h e  one  who resembled my s i s t e r ' s  k id  s o  
most. U n t i l  you work through your f e e l i n g s  and come o u t  of  much, and I was w o n g i  
t h e  c l o s e t  ynu a r e  n o t  ready t o  f i n d  your c h i l d .  There  is no need f o r  g u i l t  o r  shame, though,  because  t h e s e  

A t  t h e  same time, however, i C  is impor tan t  f o r  Some p e o p l e f e e l i n g s  are a c t u a l l y  n o t  u n l i k e  what any mother f e e l s  g a z i n g  
t o  beg in  a  s e a r c h  i n  o r d e r  f o r  them t o  be a b l e  t o  open UP about  i n t o  t h e  n u r s e r y  window f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time. There  is n t ~  magic 
t h e i r  feel inl3St i .e.  P it r e a l l y  h e l p s  t o  t a k e  t h e  beg inn ing  t h a t  makes one i n s t a n t l y  know which one is your o m .  111 f a c t ,  
s t e p s  of c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  agency,  d o c t o r ,  l awyer ,  c o u r t ,  hospi -  when mis takes  a r e  made i n  h o s p i t a l s ,  and t h e  wrong bnhv is 
tal, e t c .  Many people are unaware that may do brought  t o  a  mother,  s h e  sometimes d o e s n ' t  know t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  
t h i s  and t h a t  they have a r igh t  to any Papers they signed and So, how can  ue expect t o  know o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  so many y e a r s  lilter.? 
t o  t h e i r  owl medical  r e c o r d s .  Perhaps  ORIGINS shou ld  d e v i s e  a  [ can  a l s o  remember f e e l i n g  t h e  same f e e l i n g s  tile f  l r s t  t i~ne  
" H e l p L n ~  tiand" f o r  i t s  membersllip f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  a i d i n g  I v i s i t e d  a n o t h e r  new faother  a f t e r  my s o n ,  ,\dam, was burn .  Iler 
p e o p l e  i n  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  i n f o m i l t i o n  they are l e g a l l y  e n t i t l e d  baby and mine were very  c l o s e  i n  age and w e  l ~ u c  them bocll t o  s l e e \ )  
t o .  i n  t h e  bedroom w h i l e  we c h a t t e d .  When they awoke, 1 was embar- 

(;lad t o  s e e  you dec ided  t o  remain a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  r assed  hecause  I thougllt  h e r  birby's c r y  was s111ie. 
b i r t h ~ ~ ~ o c l r e r s !  i l i rc l~mochers  do necd groups  of  t h e i r  own s o  Someollc once s a i d  t h a t  a  mother can i l l w i r v s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
ellac r h c i r  v o i c e s  can be h e a r d .  The group I ' v e  s t a r t e d  h e r e  c ry  her baby. N~~ true. t\s a sr;lsollr~ mt,tller o f  
1s i l l so  f o r  b i r t h m o t h e r s  a l thougl l  w e  rimy open Some o f  t h e  i l ls-  t h r e e ,  1 f i r m l y  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t l ~ a t  a 1 1  tvcl-mo!tth-t~ld~ c r y  
c u s s l o n  meeti l lgs t o  o t h e r s ,  Rut, b a s i c a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  be  L imi teds imi la r ly  and a l l  one-year-olds '  v o i c e s  reseml,le eacll t l t l le r  t o  
ol l ly ~ I I  h l r t l ~ m o t h e r s .  We need a  forum where we call e x p r e s s  oursomo e x t e n t .  I s t i l l  t u r n  around in tile ~ ~ t l l e r n a r k ~ ~  wlIe t l  I l iuar  own thoughtti  ; ~ n d  f e c l i n g s  t o  each o t h e r  w i t h  impuniry .  
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. . .  POST-REUNION FEELINGS 
\ . . 

a  fou r  o r  f i v e  year  o l d  c a l l ,  "Mommy," even thoumh mine a r e  ... . . .  

now i n  school .  
There a r e  many o t h e r  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  crop up when see- Dear Fr iends  i n  ORICT,NS, 

. i ng  ou r  newly found c h i l d r e n .  We a r e  once aga in  flooded wi th  I j u s t  got  througll read ing  some of your r e p o r t s  
remembrances of t h e  o t h e r  person who took p a r t  i n  t h e i r  crea-  about y o u r  s ea rches  and c o n t a c t s  and I w i s l l  t o  e n t e r  
t i o n .  h d ,  depending upon how much they look l i k e  t h e i r  some comments a t  t h i s  time. I can s t i l l  f e e l  a l l  .those 
f a t h e r s ,  and how much they look l i k e  us. . .  and depending r e a c t i o n s  t h a t  you a r e  exper ienc ing  o r  perhaps have ye t  
upon how much w e  loved and/or  s t i l l  s t i l l  love ,  o r  ha t ed  t o  go through even thougl~ 1 was r e u n i t e d  wi th  my son on 
and/or  s t i l l  h a t e ,  o r  how much w e  l ove lha t e  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  August 31, 1981. He wan gone f o r  only t h r e e  yearn but 
w i l l  account f o r  a  mul t i tude  of o t h e r  weird f e e l i n g s .  i t  seemed l i k e  fo reve r .  I t  was t o  have been an o l d e r  

I can remember, too ,  f e e l i n g  a s  i f  what everyone had c h i l d  adopt ion ,  b u t  he  was never  l e g a l l y  adopted by t h e  
t o l d  me was t r u e :  t h a t  s h e  was p a r t  of t h e  p a s t ,  t h a t  s h e  couple he was p laced  wi th ,  much t o  the  embarassment of 
belonged t o  someone e l s e  and no t  t o  me. That she  was my agency. Normally under t he  c u r r e n t  Ohio adopt ion lows 
t h e i r s ,  and not  a  p a r t  of me o r  my family.  But then  t h a t  w e  would have never  been cons idered  by t h e  agency f o r  a  
f e e l i n g  was replaced by overwhelming p r i d e  i n  h e r  beauty ,  reunion.  
po ise  and i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I was contac ted  by h i s  "other"  mom who expla ined  why 

There is a l s o  the  dea th  of  t h e  f an t a sy  w e  must d e a l  s h e  wanted him back w i t h  h i s  own family and not  thrown 
with.  I am s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  few amongst us  who does no t  fan- i n t o  t h e  f o s t e r  c a r e  system. I d i d  not want t h a t  f o r  
t a a i z e  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d  w i l l  look so  much l i k e  them t h a t  him e i t h e r ,  s o  a f t e r  t h e  shock and the  c ry ing ,  h i s  
both w i l l  recognize each o t h e r  a c r o s s  a  crowded room and run b i r t h f a t h e r  and o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  ( h i s  ha l f -b ro the r )  went 
i n t o  each o the rd  arms c ry ing ,  "I would have known you any- and picked him up. He had l i v e d  i n  Texas most of t h e  
where!" My f a n t a s i e s  resembled a scene from "Gone With The t i m e ,  I d id  no t  know t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n ,  but  around t h e  
Wind''! R e a l i t y  was more Like "Our Town". She looked r i g h t  Ft .  Bliss a r e a .  The agency s t i l l  holds  permanent cus- 
a t  me and r i g h t  through m e ,  1 i k e . L  was a  ghos t .  I t  h u r t .  tody but  is working w i t h  us  t o  r eun i fy  Dana wi th  h i s  
I wanted t o  c ry  o u t ,  "Hey, d o n ' t  you know who I am?" But,  n a t u r a l  paren ts .  He was o f f i c i a l l y  placed w i t h , u s  i n  
she  d i d n ' t ,  and I d i d n ' t .  November. It was t h e  b e s t  b i r t h d a y  p r e s e n t  I had i n  

t h r e e  years1 The pa in  and trauma o r  t h e  su r r ende r  ex- 
Marsha Riben, NJ pe r i ence  a r e  s t i l l  a  p a r t  o f  me' a l though I took i t  For 

gran ted  i t  would au toma t i ca l ly  d i sappear  upon t h e  in-  - .- e v i t a b l e  r e t u r n  of my beloved son. Sometimes t h e  f e a r  
o f  having t o  le t  go of him aga in  is r e f l e c t e d  i n  t l ~ a t  

ON THE SUBJEL'C OF UNDERAGE SEARCHES moment of time when w e  were provoked i n t o  su r r ende r ing  
him i n  J u l y  of 1978. Perhaps i t  w i l l  never completely . , 

by Jean Paton,  Founder of Orphan Voyage be reso lved  f o r  my son o r  m y s e l f .  He is s t i l l  angry a t  
us f o r  g iv ing  him away, which is unders tandable  under t he  

Both t h e  purpose of t he  AAC (American Adoption Congress) c i rcumstances ,  He is going t o  need therapy t o  vent  h i s  
and i ts  po l i cy  on "underage searches ' '  a r e  der ived  from t h e  anger  i n  more c o n s t r u c t i v e  ways. The agency has  o f f e r e d  
same r o o t s :  The problems which b e s e t  adopted people  i n  t h e i r  t o  f inance  our  counse l ing ,  which T f e e l  is only Fa i r  
ma tu r i t y ,  which have o r i g i n  i n  t h e i r  childhood years .  From t h e  s i n c e  t h e  S t a t e  neglec ted  him a l l  t he  time he was t o  be 
po in t  of view of  t he  b i r t h p a r e n t ,  t h e  problem faced is t h e  adopted! 
agonizing per iod of yea r s  and yea r s  dur ing  which they .have  no To Mary Anne Cohen. I s h a r e  your f e e l i n g s  of re- 
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i f ,  any, informat ion about  t h e  c h i l d r e n  who were j e c t i o n ,  f o r  I have s u f f e r e d  much r e j e c t i o n  i n  my l i f e ,  
surrendered t o  t h e  adopt ion process .  I n  f a c t ,  t he  adopt ion ,  and my p raye r s  a r e  w i th  you. To Alison Ward and Evelyn 
c a r r i e d  on under t h e  s e a l e d  r eco rd  p o l i c y ,  has  much t h e  form Zeimetz, my a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  your reassurance  t h a t  1 do 
of dea th ,  a  s o c i a l  dea th ,  b u t  none t h e  less d i f f i c u l t  t o  bear .  count  and mnt t e r  t o  ORIGINS. I r e a l i z e  t h a t  ou r  c h i l d r e n  

We i n  t h i s  work a r e  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  people who have been a r e  n o t  f o r e v e r  l o s t  t o  u s  now, b u t  j u s t  loaned t o  o t l l e r s  
h u r t  by t h i s  s o c i a l  death.  A c h i l d  grows wi th  normal ques- f o r  a  whi le .  May God judge o t h e r  adopt ive  pa ren t s  who t i o n s  about ances t ry  and e v e n t s  of adopt ion  su r r ende r ,  and is a c t  decep t ive ly  towards ou r  c h i l d r e n .  He w i l l ,  because 
r e p e l l e d  by t h e  po l i cy  of  s i l e n c e  and evasion.  The work of t h e  r e t u r n  of my son w a s  a miracle!  
d i s t o r t i o n  of t h e  human c h a r a c t e r  begins  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  and is 
re l ea sed  wi th  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t he  more s o  i n  c a s e s  where Marcy Dent, OH 
adopt ive  pa ren t s  a r e  unable o r  unwi l l i ng  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  
mat te r .  

Likewise, b i r t h p a r e n t s  a r e  harmed. I f  w e  have been i n  --- 
t h e  work long enough we know d i r e c t l y ,  from accomplished SOME PEACE OF MIND 
sea rches ,  and o t h e r  means, what t hese  e f f e c t s  a r e .  Some of 
us  f ind  b i r t h p a r e n t s  i n  mental  h o s p i t a l s ,  o r  l e a r n  t h a t  they Last  October I wrote  t o  Michele 's  pa ren t s  but  heard 
have su ic ided .  Often they d i e  e n r l y  of d i s e a s e s  which may be no th ing  from them, In  March I s e n t  another  l e t t e r .  l.ast 
a t t r i b u t e d  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  stress of t h e i r  unna tu ra l  cond i t i on ,  week I rece ived  a  r e p l y .  I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t !  I was 
people who gave b i r t h  but a r e  now without  o f f s p r i n g .  shaking so  bad I could hard ly  open t h e  l e t t e r .  I t  was 

To say nothing of a l c o h o l  and drug abuse which f r equen t  t ypewr i t t en ,  no th ing  r e a l l y  pe r sona l ,  but they t o l d  me 
both populat ions .  This  a l l  r e l a t e s  t o  i l l e g i t i m a c y ,  t h e  i m -  Michele was a  happy, h e a l t h y  16 year  o l d  who does we l l  
pact  upon the  ind iv idua l .  Can we no t  f ace  i t ?  'in every th ing  she does. General  in format ion ,  but  i t  

We a r e  a movement wi thout  focus u n t i l  w e  say we want our  meant t he  world t o  me. They s a i d  they could understand 
b re th ren  t o  be spared t h e  pa ins  we have been through, and t h a t  how much I needed t o  know of h e r  we l f a re  and hoped the  
t l ~ e s e  pains  begin i n  chi ldhood,  o r  i n  the  b i r t h p a r e n t  a t  unpre- i n fonna t ion  would ease  my mind. They s a i d  t h a t  nc t he  
d i c t n b l e  t imes a f t e r  t he  s u r r e n d e r ,  but  always they come. p re sen t  time they f e l t  they c o u l d n ' t  send a  p i c t u r e  but  

To spare  people t hese  pa ins  t h e r e  must b e  a  process  begun they d i d n ' t  say  they never  would, and they d i d n ' t  c l o s e  
' 

i n  t he  childhood of t h e  adoptee ,  t o  he lp  both adoptees  and t h e  door i n  my face .  I was s o  encouraged. I have been 
b i r t h p a r e n t s .  Adoptive p a r e n t s  have the  p r i n c i p a l  responsi-  on cloud nine and f u l l  o f  more hope than I ' d  ever  thougllt 
b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  and w e  should n o t i f y  them t h a t  we b e l i e v e  t h s s  poss ib l e .  I have n o t  a iven  up on see ing  he r  someday. L C  
is t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and t h a t  w e  scand ready t o  he lp .  was a  year  ago on Cood Fr iday  t h a t  someone s p e c i a l  c a l l e d  

We e x i s t  t o  promote f u l l n e s s  of l i f e  i n  ou r se lves  and i n  me wi th  t h e  i n fonna t ion  I needed t o  f i nd  my daughter .  
a l l  whom we now he lp ,  bu t  a l s o  i n  those  w e  do no t  y e t  reach ,  Thanks t o  everyone f o r  your h e l p  and encouragement. 
but  who a r e  r a p i d l y  becoming of  age and need us now, Your n e w s l e t t e r s  have helped me g e t  through s o  many bad 

I  t h ink  we can say we look wi th  anx ie ty  upon i n t r u s i o n  by days. I s h a l l  be f o r e v e r  g r a t e f u l  t o  you. 
a  b i r t h p a r e n t  i n t o  t he  l i f e  o f  a  sur rendered  c h i l d  d i r e c t l y ,  f o r  
they can both be harmed by t h i s .  But l e t  u s  r e a l i z e  t h a t  it is Linda Dick, MI 
unders tandable ,  because of h e r  d i s t r e s s .  Adoptive p a r e n t s  
should be prepared by us t o  expect  t he  approach of t h e  b i r t h -  -------- -. 
pa ren t ,  sometime a f t e r  t h e  adopcion. There is no form of  
adopcion which can bypass t h e  f a c t s  of l i f e  forever .  h y  ORIGINS members d e s i r i n g  sea rch  a s s i s t a r ~ c e  should 

This  approach need not  be viewed a s  a  t h r e a t ,  bu t  a s  an con tac t  Marsha Hiben, 268 CC,  W2, Old Bridge NJ ORtl57. 
i n e v i t a b l e  consequence of t he  s e p a r a t i o n  which produced an P lease  remember ou r  gu ide l ines  about being ou t  of t he  
adopt ion.  I t  can be c o n s t r u c t i v e l y  d e a l t  wi th  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  c l o s e t .  
by adopt ive  pa ren t s  who l e a r n  why i t  must be ,  and t h a t  i t  w i l l  
have Lts reward f o r  a l l  concerned. 

(This  memo was s e n t  t o  t he  AAC Board of D i rec to r s  
and s u b ~ n i t t e d  i n  advance t o  members of Orphan Voyage.) 



DON'T LET YOUR FEAR STOP YOU 

Independent American a r t i s t ,  9 6  year-old t:~dorgLa O'Keefe, 
when i t  would be wonderful was once asked i f  s h e  weren ' t  a f r a i d  du r ing  h e r  f r equen t  

s o l i t a r y  t r a v e l s  through t h e  d e s e r t .  Her rep ly  was,"I 've 
s o  tliose moments could l a s t  fo rever .  been a f r a i d  every  day of my l i f e ,  but 1 never  l e t  i t  s t o p  me." 

I t ' s  t ime t h n t  b i r thmothers  stopped h a t i n g  themselves 
My life began last night when fantasy became realiryo and blaming themselves,  and l e t t i n g  t h e i r  f e a r s  immobilize 

~uen ty -one  pa in - f i l l ed  yea r s  were swept a s i d e  and with them. We have a l r eady  s u f f e r e d  enough and we have learned 
t h e  promise of sweet tomorrows when I heard my f i r s t - b o r n  through b i t t e r  exper ience  t h a t  adopt ion  is c r u e l  and unhumnn, 
c h i l d ' s  vo ice  f o r  the  f i r s t  t i m e 1  A l l  t h e  y e a r s  of wondering, e s p e c i a l l y  t o  u s ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  mothers,  and i n  some casen our  
hoping and praying f o r  t h i s  very moment were r e a l i z e d  i n  an  c h i l d r e n  have s u f f e r e d ,  too.  
hour long phone conversa t ion  a s  my son,  J e f f ,  e r a sed  my f e a r s  Those who have found t h e i r  minor chi l .drcn need t o  s t o p  
and eased my aching h e a r t  wi th  h i s  happy, f r i e n d l y  and under- agonizing and mar tyr ing  themselves by begging adopt ive  par- 
s t and ing  a t t i t u d e .  The door of ou r  pas t  is wide open now, e n t s  f o r  i n f o m a t i o n .  Tile adopt ive  paren t  uses  t h e  b i r t h -  
f r e e i n g  u s  t o  l i v e  our  l i v e s  w i th  t he  t r u t h ,  i n s t e a d  of  l ies;  mother 's  g u i l t  very c l e v e r l y .  By making h e r  wai t  p a t i e n t l y  
w i th  openness,  i n s t e a d  of c l o s e t e d  s e c r e t s .  f o r  occas iona l  snapshots  and s c r a p s  of  news, they miinage t o  

J e f f  a s su red  pe he has  had a good adopt ive home and par- keep h e r - o u t  of  t h e i r  l ives  t h a t  much longer  and away from 
e n t s ,  and h i s  a t t i t u d e  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  a s  we ta lked .  He Is a t h e  c h i l d  whom s h e  has  every  moral r i g h t  t o  meet. T h e i r  
very personable ,  contented and happy young man1 II f e a r  of harassment' ' from t h e  n a t u r a l  mother never  m a t e r i a l -  

Someday soon we w i l l  meet, b u t  f o r  now I am contented i z e s ,  bu t  they  withhold t h e i r  "pr ize"  anyway and the  b i r t h -  
' touching '  a s  we have and l e a r n i n g  about each o the r .  I am mother becomes a w i l l i n g  w a i t i n g  v i c t i m ,  a cu r se  from the  
exper ienc ing  an  overwhelming sennse of peace I never  thought p a s t ,  a s  Mary Anne Cohen's e x c e l l e n t  poem says  s o  well. The 
p o s s i b l e  and want t o  sha re  my new found happiness  w i th  you. o l d  self-punishment keeps h e r  i n  t h i s  submissive r o l e  and a 

For those of you s t i l l  search ing  and a n t i c i p a t i n g  a re- meeting wi th  h e r  c h i l d ,  t h e  one event  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  he r  
union.with  your c h i l d  o r  b i r t h p a r e n t ,  I wish you eucceas  and peace,  e ludes  he r .  
know you w i l l  someday soon be exper ienc ing  what I have now. Most b i r thmothers  have r e t a i n e d  f e e l i n g s  of wor th less -  

To my Eriends and family,  r e j o i c e  w i th  me, f o r  my naee ,  l e f t  over  from t h e  day tha " p u p a r ~  were ulyned" 11nd 
hoa r t  IN f u l l .  1 have t r ave l ed  n long, emotional road and h e r  baby was i n s t a n t l y  taken from he r  l i f e .  S o c i e t y ,  s o c i a l  
wi th  Cod's b l e s s i n g s  have come f u l l  c i r c l e  wi th  my pas t .  workers,  and t h e  agenc ies  d id  t h e i r  j o b ' w e l l .  She was robbed 

of  h e r  c h i l d  and a l s o  h e r  sel f -es teem. 
Spec ia l  love ,  When a n a t u r a l  mother is f e a r f u l  o f  a d i r e c t  con tac t  wi th  

Mickey Car ty ,  I N  a minor c h i l d ,  s h e  sometimes uses  a t h i r d  pa r ty  t o  a c t  a s  an  
in te rmediary .  This  can add confusion t o  t h e  s i t u a t l o i i  intd 

E d i t o r ' s  Note: Oh, Mother of Two Fee t ,  we ' re  s o  happy f o r  you! u s u a l l y  b r i n g s  he r  no c l o s e r  t o  t h e  meeting she d e s i r e s .  
Adoptive p a r e n t s  use  numerous excuses  t o  postpone t h e  rcunioll.  
They t e l l  u s  t h e  c h i l d  is "too young," "not ready," o r  "too 

I s n ' t  i t  odd t h a t  adopt ive  pa ren t s  tend t o  d i s c r e d i t  her-  immature." Most o f t e n  i t ' s  t h e  a d o p t i v e p a r e n t s  who a r e  "not 
e d i t a r y  in f luences  on the  adoptee except  t h a t  well-known ready." There is no i d e a l  time o r  age f o r  a reunion and 
dominant gene--promiscuity-- which female adoptees  i n h e r i t  whether o r  no t  t o  postpone i t  is t h e  b i r thmothe r ' s  dec i s ion .  
a s  pas t  of t h e  "bad blood" syndrome? no one e l s e ' s !  W e  J o n ' t  need anyone's permission t o  meet 

Ask a femnle adoptee how h e r  adopt ive  pa ren t s ,  p a r t i c -  o u r  o w n c h i l d r e n .  
u l a r l y  t he  adopt ive  mother, t r e a t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  of s e x  and After my reunion  w i t h  my 19 year  o l d  daughter ,  she .con-  
t he  f requent  answer w i l l  be t h a t  s h e  was s u f f o c a t i n g l y  over- f i d e d  t h a t  s h e  would have been "ready" t o  meet me a t  any nge. 
p ro tec ted .  She was n o t  on ly  p l eased ,  bu t  relieved, t h a t  I contac ted  h e r  

Why cou ldn ' t  w e  be p ra i sed  when a p a r t i c u l a r  t a l e n t  d i r e c t l y  and bypassed h e r  adopt ive  p a r e n t s  o r  a t h i r d  pa r ty .  
blossoms, i . e . ,  "Your mother was an e x c e l l e n t  p i a n i s t " ,  e t c . ?  A f t e r  a l l ,  a  reunion  between a mother and he r  f i r s t - b o r n  
Ah, but t h a t  would be u top ia ,  and i f  we were i n  u t o p i a  we c h i l d  is a pe r sona l ,  h igh ly  emotional exper ience .  I n i t i a l l y ,  
would never have had t o  su r r ende r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace.  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  should be t h e i r s  a lone  t o  sha re .  

Joan Smith, NJ j u d i e  F e r r a n t e ,  NJ 

--- 
FINDING -- A QUIRK OF FATE Dear S i s t e r  Bir thmothers ,  

A month ago I s a t  a t a n  ORIGINS meeting f e e l i n g  alone.  Am enc los ing  a check f o r  renewal of  ORIGINS n e w s l e t t e r .  
So many women had found and I was one of t h e  few s t i l l  search ing .  Wish words would flow from my t y p e v r i t e r  a s  they do f o r  tliose 
I had res igned myself t o  a long,  long search .  of you who put  ou t  t h e  news. 

And then ,  by some qu i rk  of f a t e ,  I found myself one of I do put  ou t  a n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  CUB of  Ohio branch, but  
t he  o t h e r s .  I had found ou t  t h e  nnmes of my ch i ld ren . su r r en -  . noth ing  l i k e  yours.  
dered so  many y e a r s  ago. I f e e l  a s  i f  I ' v e  l i v e d  i n  a vactwm I met Alison Ward a t  t h e  Reunite Conference in  Columbus 
and someone has J u s t  pu l led  ou t  t h e  s topper .  Along wich t h i s  bu t  d id  no t  have t h e  time o r  oppor tun i ty  t o  spccitk w i t \ \  h e r .  
numbness, I f e e l  peace and contentment and doubt.  I sat i n  on he r  "Minor Search" pane l ,  though. I1ros and cons-- 

This  is a l l  s o  unrea l .  There is s t i l l  one search  ahead of everyone ' s  s e a r c h  is  d i f f e r e n t  and reasons  For o r  not t o  make 
me, but it  is a s h o r t  one. There w i l l  be an end f o r  me. con tac t  a r e  s o  d i f f e r e n t .  Each one must make ellat d e c i s i o n  

I thank God, and I thank ORIGINS, f o r  without  God's themselves.  1'11 be he re  t o  he lp  them wi th  a l l  t he  suppor t  I 
guidance ORIGINS would not  be here  t o  he lp  me, and without  can: cannot t e l l  them what t o  do i f  they f ind .  I found my 
ORIGINS Cod's hands would have been t i e d l  daughter  be fo re  I became involved i n  t h e  movement and wi th in  

t h r e e  hours a f t e r  g e t t i n g  a name I was t a l k i n g  wi th  he r  on 
In  S i s t e rhood ,  t h e  phone. I f  I had been involved i n  t h e  movement 1 d o n ' t  

Kathy Loewenberg, NJ b e l i e v e  I would have moved so  qu ick ly  a s  i t  was u very emotioit- 
a l  eime f o r  a l l  o f  u s .  Time would have given me more t o  s e t t l e  

P.S. I found Carole  on Hay 18th.  On May 19th  1 saw h e r  g e t  o f f  myself down and I would have no t  been such a t r r r l b l e  wreck. 
t he  school  bus and e n t e r  he r  house. She has changed so  much, a She was almost 23 y e a r s  o l d ,  so  1 d id  not  go through he r  
babe the  l o s t  t ime 1 saw he r  but  now a grownup. There is  s o  pa ren t s .  Everything has  been g r e a t ,  though. Never want t o  
much For ma t o  absorb.  I f e e l  l i k e  an i n t r u d e r ;  a s  i f  every- go through t h a t  aga in .  
one i n  t he  nelgtiborhood knew I was h e r  bir thmother  and s h e  had Keep up t h e  good work and w i l l  look forward t o  morc 
been found. n e w s l e t t e r s .  

E d i t o r ' s  Note: U t h y  has  come a long way i n  t h e  p a s t  s i x  months Carol  Colon, OH 
and we ' re  very proud of her .  She is one o t  four  ORIGINS' members 
who sur rendered  two ch i ld ren  t o  adopt ion.  There a r e  some who say  
clley cannot understand how anyone could go through t h n t  twice,  bu t  
we must a l l  r e n l i z e  t h a t  t he  f o r c e s  which c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s e p a r a t i n g  
c h i l d  from mother a r e  ever  p r e s e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  a young, unwed 
mother. 



. ONE BIRTIMOTHER' S STORY.. 

WITH A N I C E  MOTHER'S DAY ENDING 

t h e  comfort of knowing t h e  t r u t h .  Knowing is b e t t e r  than  no t  
knowing. 

Again. p l e a s e  l e t  me thank Carol .  Ron. 1.ucy. Mary Anne. - 
Six teen  years  ago I was an unwed mother. I was thrown Marsha, and Alison. We become d i f f e r e n t  p ~ r s o n s ~ o u r s ~ l v e s  us 

ou t  of my house by my p a r e n t s  and family.. I was one month we grow o l d e r .  I f  l i f e  is t o  be c o n t i n u a l l y  en r i ched ,  we must 

a long and could have s t ayed  home f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  months. 
be c o n s t a n t l y  making new Friends.  A l l  o f  us  are no t  on ly  what 

My mother took m e  t o  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  t o  s e e  i f  I could g e t  
we have w i l l e d  o u r s e l v e s  t o  be ,  but  a l s o  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  what 

an abo r t ion .  I was t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  t h i s  and he  agreed. our  f r i e n d s  have made us.  Thanks f o r  being my f r i e n d s .  

Then she took m e  t o  C a t l ~ o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  of t h e  Archdiocese 
of Newark. My mother d i d  no t  want me i n  a  home f o r  unwed 
mothers. So they s e n t  me t o  a  p r i v a t e  home i n  Montc la i r ,  
NJ, t o  be a  nanny t o  a well-to-do family.  I took c a r e  of 
he r  two sons ,  aged two and f o u r ,  c leaned and cooked and 
watched t h e  lady and h e r  husband en joy  t h e i r  t e n n i s ,  g o l f ,  
and a l l  t h e i r  o t h e r  count ry  c l u b  a c t i v i t i e s .  Also,  s h e  was ... pregnant  I d i d  t h i s  f o r  seven months. Then, i n  e a r l y  

P.S. I had t h e  meeting wi th  my d a u g h t e r ' s  p a r e n t s  t h e  day 
before  Mother 's  Day. We were t o g e t h e r  f o r  5% hours.  They 
a r e  very  warm and unders tanding  people.  Everything went very 
well and they  a r e  p lanning  t o  t e l l  h e r  w i th in  t h e  next  s i x  
months. It could n o t  have been more p o s i t i v e .  They f e e l  t h a t  
L i sa  and I w i l l  have a  l ov ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  What more could 
I ask f o r ?  

December, I got  t h e  f l u  and t h e  lady '  d i d  no t  want me i n  
t h e  house wi th  h e r ,  s o  C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  s e n t  me t o  a Evelyn Zeimetz, N J  

h o s p i t a l ,  S t .  Mary's i n  Orange, N J .  I s p e n t  t h e  next  
month i n  a  room a l l  by myself .  My mother came t o  s e e  me ------ 
once a  week t h e  whole time I was away, She was my on ly  
v i s i t o r .  Then, on January  3, 1966, I spent  12 hours i n  
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hard labor .  No one t o l d  m e  what t o  expec t .  It was t h e  AN ALTERNATIVE TO CONSIDER 
worst  exper ience  of my l i f e .  I t h i n k  they l e t  me s u f f e r  

I' f o r  my s i n , "  As more and more b i r thmothers  f i n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  between 
I saw my daughter  once i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  They l e t  m e  t h e  ages  of  8  and 18, whi le  t hose  few adop t ive  p a r e n t s  who a r e  

hold h e r  and feed tier. I w i l l  never  f o r g e t  h e r  b ig  eyes  open become more v i s i b l e .  i t  has become almost  au tomat ic  t h a t  
looking  a t  me a s  i f  s h e  k n e w  what was going t o  happen. I a con tac t  t o  t h e  adop t ive  p a r e n t s  fo l lows  t h e ~ c o n c l u s i o ~ i  of 
l e f t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and re turned  wi th  my mother t o  s i g n  the  a  minor search .  Everyone wants t o  g e t  on the  bandwagon. t o  he 
adopt ion papers  on Jan.  19, 1966. I had j u s t  turned 22 t h e  next  one t o  compose a  l e t t e r  t h a t  would s o f t e n  the  ha rdes t  
two weeks before  my daughter  was born. I l i s t e n e d  t o  h e a r t ,  t h e  next one t o  come t o  a  meeting with  p i c t u r e s  of t l i e i r  
everyone t e l l  me t o  g ive  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  baby g i r l  who I c h i l d  t h a t  t h e  adopt ive  p a r e n t s  have s e n t .  Everyone is s o  
loved t o  two people who could g ive  h e r  a  good s t a r t  i n  eage r  t o  prove t o  t h e  adop t ive  p a r e n t s  how "opm, honest  and 
l i f e .  L f e l t  t h a t  I was undeserving of my baby. Ca tho l i c  worthy" they a r e ,  l i k e  peasan t s  throwing themselves on t h e  
C h a r i t i e s  never t o l d  me about  f o s t e r  c a r e ,  we l f a re ,  e t c .  mercy of t h e  King and Queen, k i s s i n g  t h e i r  f e e t  and hoplng 
They wanted a  h e a l t h y ,  whi te  baby. They wanted my product ,  t h e y ' l l  g e t  some kind words, no t  a  s w i f t  kick! Everyone t h i n k s  
t o  s e l l  t o  t he  adop t ive  paren ts .  They won. they a r e  ready f o r  r e j e c t i o n ,  but  s e c r e t l y  f e e l  i t  could not  

I was allowed t o  go home aga in  without  my baby. I happen t o  them because they a r e  being s o  good, doing every- 
went back t o  work and i n  June met t he  man I would later th ing  t h e  " r igh t  way," s eek ing  t h e  approva l  of t h e  almighty 
marry i n  October of 1966. I n  June 1967 I gave b i r t h  t o  adopt ive  p a r e n t s ,  who w i l l  s u r e l y  b l e s s  them. Nobody wants t o  
another  baby g i r l .  This kep t  my s a n i t y ,  b u t  i t  was no t  be t h e  on ly  one i n  t h e  group who is doing noth ing ,  o r  who is 
over  f o r  me. I d id  no t  f o r g e t  my f i r s t  c h i l d  and a l l  t h e  being "sneaky," o r  "unfa i r"  t o  t h e  adop t ive  pa ren t s .  I know. 
g u i l t  I f e l t  i n  su r r ende re ing  her .  I n  1974, I gave b i r t h  because j u s t  a yea r  ago, I had gone through a l l  t h i s  and had 
t o  a  son. Af t e r  h i s  b i r t h  I was very  depressed and was j u s t  s e n t  my s o n ' s  p a r e n t s  a  l e t t e r .  Now, I o f f e r  a l l  o f  you 
h o s p i t a l i z e d  f o u r  t imes i n  one year .  The f o u r t h  t i m e  they who a r e  cons ide r ing  t h e  same s t e p  a  word o f  cau t ion .  
made me have shock t r ea tmen t s  and a f t e r  a long  hau l ,  I When I found my son,  he  was ve ry  young, on ly  8 y e a r s  o l d .  
s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  b e t t e r .  I was one of t h e  ve ry  few b i r thmothe r s  who had managdd t o  

Then t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  happened t o  me: I l ea rned  about l o c a t e  a  minor. I saw my son immediately,  but  t h e  thought of 
CUB. L s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  t h e i r  n e w s l e t t e r s  and it made me con tac t ing  him a t  t h a t  time was r i d i c u l o u s  and unthinkable--  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  I was no t  c razy .  I was normal. I went t o  my d i r e c t  con tac t  would be very  f r i g h t e n i n g  t o  a  pre-teen c h i l d ,  
f i r s t  CUB meeting i n  New York C i ty  and t h e r e  I met Lucy and t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  I wanted was t o  h u r t  o r  f r i g l i t en  him. A s  
pare.  L d i d  not  know t h a t  my l i f e  was going t o  change f o r  f a r  a s  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  parents-- 'I assumed they would n o t  want 
t h e  b e t t e r  a t  t h a t  time. I was pu t  i n  touch wi th  ".lack," t o  hea r  from m e ,  and never  even considered c o n t a c t i n g  them 
and I f i n a l l y  had t h e  peace of mind t h a t  my daughter  was u n t i l  5 y e a r s  later, when o t h e r  mothers began t o  f i n d  und con- 
a l i v e  and hopefu l ly  w e l l  and happy. That was when s h e  was t a c t  t h e  adopt ive  f a m i l i e s .  My gut  f e e l i n g  had always been 
13 yea r s  o ld .  t h a t  t h e  adopt ive  p a r e n t s  would be h o s t i l e ,  and t h i s  proved 

When s h e  was 15 I met wi th  four  o t h e r  b i r thmothers  t o  be t rue .  I very much r e g r e t  t h a t  I l e t  myself g e t  caught 
from New Je r sey  and toge the r  w e  f ~ m d  t h e  group now known up i n  o t h e r  peop le ' s  s i t u a t i o n s ,  which were r e a l l y  q u i t e  d i f -  
a s  ORIGINS. I a l s o  met Carol  Gustavson ( an adopt ive  mother f e r e n t  from mine, and t h a c  I allowed my mind t o  be clouded w i t l i  
who heads C U B ' S  L ia i son  Cormnittee). Mnry Anne Cohen, Lucy a l o t  of o v e r l y  o p t i m i s t i c ,  s en t imen ta l  garbage t h a t  I tem- 
pa&, Marsha Riben, Alison Ward, Ron Buch-nn ("Jack1'), and p o r a r i l y  be l i eved ,  because I wanted i t  t o  be t r u e ;  because t 
Carol  Gustavson have through t h e i r  h e l p  and suppor t  given m e '  thought I could bea t  t h e  odds a s  a  few o t h e r s  had. Now, i f  I 
t he  s t r e n g t h  t o  move forward and do something t h a t  I never could t ake  t h a t  l e t t e r  back I would. and would wai t  u n t i l  my 
thought I would do. I want t o  thank each of t he  people who son was o ld  enough f o r  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t ,  which is what I had 
made t h i s  poss ib l e  f o r  m e .  Without o t h e r  people t o  he lp  me o r i g i n a l l y  intended t o  do. 
and g ive  me encouragement, I would s t i l l  be i n  t h e  c l o s e t .  I s t i l l  w i l l  go t o  Michael d i r e c t l y  when he is older--he 
Thank you a l l .  is now 14-- but i n  t h e  meantime, I have l o s t  t h e  chance t o  see 

I wrote my d a u g h t e r ' s  p a r e n t s  a  l e t t e r  one yea r  ago. him o r  f i n d  ou t  anymore about him, because t h e  adopt ive  p a r e n t s  
Carol  a l s o  wrote  t o  them i n  my beha l f .  Then we wai ted f o r  now know who I am. Also,  1 have given them s e v e r a l  yea r s  t o  
s i x  weeks and wrote ano the r  letter. Four days l a t e r  I 60 t  ' 

try t o  fioison h i s  mind a g a i n s t  me, which I am s u r e  they w i l l  
a  n i c e  l e t t e r  from h e r  pa ren t s .  They s a i d  a l o t  of n i c e  a t tempt  t o  do. I f e e l  t h a t  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  p a r e n t s  has g o t t e n  
t h i n g s  about E l i zabe th  t o  h e l p  me t o  know h e r  a l i t t l e .  But me nothing,  except  some new informntion I might have obta ined  
they s a i d  t h a t  they were n o t  going t o  t e l l  h e r  of  mY con tac t  anyway by o t h e r  means, and t h a t  i t  has  c o s t  me a  l o t .  i n  terms 
u n t i l  s h e  was 18 o r  19. I accepted  t h i s  a s  f f e l t  t h a t  of mental  s u f f e r i n g ,  r e g r e t ,  and l o s s  of t he  few o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
knew b e s t .  I wrote back and s e n t  them p i c t u r e s  of mY family I d id  have t o  look a t  my c h i l d  a s  he grows. I f e e l  thac  I  made 
and myself and asked f o r  a  p i c t u r e .  They s e n t  me many pic-  a  f o o l  of myself i n  w r i t i n g  t o  them--why should they c a r e  how 
t u r e s  of he r  and he r  two b r o t h e r s  and themselves. This  Went I f e e l ,  o r  want t o  know anyth ing  about me? I hope everyone 
so  f a r  i n  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  angulsh I ' v e  f e l t  a l l  t he se  years .  who has no t  y e t  made con tac t  w i l l  cons ide r  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

We have been w r i t i n g  f o r  one year  now and i n  t he  l a s t  ending up i n  a  similar s i t u a t i o n ,  before  they a c t .  
l e t t e r  they s a i d  they a r e  now ready t o  meet wi th  me and my I think i t  is r e a l i s t i c  t o  assume t h a t  most adopt ive  
husband, L am wa i t i ng  t o  hear  when w e  a r e  going t o  meet. a r e n t s  of minors do no t  want any con tac t  wi th  b i r thmothers .  
should be wi th in  t he  next  month o r  so.  I have been p a t i e n t  It an f AS one b i r t h n o t h e r  s a i d , "  They want t o  hear  from us about 
1 am hoping t h a t  they want t o  t e l l  E l i zabe th  be fo re  she  is 18. a s  much a s  they want t o  f i n d  t e r m i t e s  i n  t h e i r  house." Every- 

I d i d  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  i n  search ing  and con tac t ing  my one loves  a  winner,  and those b i r thmothers  who f i n d  a  p o s i t i v e  
d a u g h t e r ' s  Paren ts .  I t  is a  very persona l  dec i s ion .  I only s i t u a t i o n  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  w r i t e  and speak about  i t  than 
wish t l ia t  o t h e r  b i r thmothers  could share  i n  t he  Peace of mind those who got  t he  r e a c t i o n  I g o t .  The p u b l i c i t y  t h a t  t hese  
I have in  knowing t h a t  my'daughtcr is a l i v e  and w e l l ,  and t h a t  happy excep t ions  r e c e i v e  may l e ad  b i r thmothers  t o  expect 
L can communicoce openly with  lier paren ts .  t h a t  open-minded adopt ive p a r e n t s  a r e  t he  iiorm, r a i s i n g  ex- 

Most bir t l lmothers  had l i t t l e  choice when they were forced p e c t a t i o n s  u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y .  and caus ing  g r e a t  disappointment, 
and coerced i n t o  su r r ende r ing  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  I w i l l  cont inue when r e j e c t i o n  comes. For every adopt ive  pilrelrt Ltlo i s  
t o  work toward l iumnlz ing  adopt ion and he lp  bir thmotheru t o  favorab le  t o  c o n t a c t ,  t l iere  a r e  many more who r i L l ~ e r  ricvcr 
know t h a t  t he  t r u t h  s e t s  tliem f r e e .  Even a f t e r  You search  and respond t o  the  b i r t h n o r h e r ,  o r  who respond w i t h  t l i reu ts  fro!" 
f i n d ,  and even i f  it  is a  "good f i n d , "  i t  is never over.  Never. lawyer, o r  t he  agency, t o  prevent  f u r t i l e r  c o n t a c t .  l<vell . 
The l o s t  years  w i l l  never  come back t o  you, bu t  you can have 
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, . . . . ': DON 'T CONTACT THE ADOPTIVE PARENTS. FINDING B I L L  AND MEETING FRIENDS 
AN ALTERNATIVE 'PO CUNSIDEH cont 'd .  

v I want t o  thank you f o r  t h e  h e l p  and k indness  I ' ve  
r ece ived  s i n c e  j o i n i n g  your group. Everyone I ' v e  m e t  is those  who a r e  not  t o t a l l y  nega t ive  o f t e n  seek t o  manipulate , . 

and judge t h e  bir thmother ,  maklng s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  pro- b e a u t i f u l ,  warm and s i n c e r e .  
ceeds on t h e i r  terms, under t h e i r  con t ro l .  I f  you are i n  t h i s  S ince  j o i n i n g  ORTDINS my l i f e  has  changed completely.  
s i t u a t i o n ,  c r y  t o  remember t h a t  NOBODY has  t o  g ive  you per- I don ' t  f e e l  a lone  anymore. For 12 yea r s  I 've  kept  i t  

. . 
mission o r  approval  t o  meet your own c h i l d ,  and you do not  hidden, unable t o  t a l k  about i t  t o  anyone, even my b e s t  
have t o  o f f e r  yourself  f o r  i n spec t ion  by t h e  adopt ive  p a r e n t s ,  f r i ends .  Sure ,  we can s h a r e  t h e  bond we have a s  f a r  a s  . . 
u n l e s s  you choose t o  do so .  homes, money, and ch i ldren , .  but never  the  f r u s t r a t i o n s  of . . 

I f  you a r e  cons ider ing  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  t o  an ado le scen t ,  i t  adoption. Because no one can understand t h a t  kind o f  
is good t o  remember t h a t ,  i f  you a r e  one of t h e  lucky few whose hear tache  you s u f f e r  and remember a lone .  Now t'm f r e e ,  1 ' m  

. c h i l d ' s  pa ren t s  a r e  open and eager  f o r  c o n t a c t ,  you can g e t  t o  not  a lone  and I can expres s  my f e e l i n g s  wi thout  be ing  
know them AFTER you have contac ted  your c h i l d ,  a s  Alison Ward ashamed. Who c a r e s  i f  anyone f e e l s  I ' m  doing t h e  wrong 

t h i n g  as long a s  L f e e l  i t ' s  r i g h t  f o r  me? Besides ,  not  has done. I f  they r e a c t  t e r r i b l y  t o  l e a r n i n g  of a  d i r e c t  con- 
t a c t ,  they cou ldn ' t  have been s o  "open4' i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace .  By only f i n d i n g  my son,  which is t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  I have met and 
going d i r e c t  t o  your young person, you are a t  l e a s t  g iv ing  them made new f r i e n d s  who I f e e l  a r e  wonderful people.  For I 
the  c h o i c e o f  whether o r  no t  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t h a t  a  c o n t a c t  wouldn't know what t o  do wi thout  them. Thank you, f r i e n d s ,  
has  been made, and showing t h a t  you f e e l  they  a r e  mature enough thank you a l l !  
t o  make t h e i r  own choices  about a  f u r t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  you. It took only  'two months t o  f i n d  my son ,  B i l l .  My 
Our c h i l d r e n  a r e  not  mindless  p ieces  of proper ty  u n t i l  they a r e  su r rende r  vas p r i v a t e  and I was lucky enough t o  s e e  t h e  
18. We do not  have t o  r e spec t  t h e  adopt ive  p a r e n t s '  "property adopt ive  p a r e n t s '  l a s t  name on t h e  f o l d e r .  Not knowing 
r igh t s "  u n l e s s  we choose to.  what t o  do w i t h  i t .  I bur ied  i t  deeply i n  my head. I  

Of course ,  d i r e c t ,  face-to-face con tac t  opens you up t o  f i n a l l y  remembered t h e  name a  few months ago. I played a  
d i r e c t  r e j e c t i o n .  I f  your c h i l d  tells you t o  your f a c e  t h a t  hunch and go t  t h e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  March. I  c a l l e d  t h e  
he does n o t  want anything t o  do with you, t h a t  is  t h e  f i n a l  blow. Surrogate ' s  O f f i c e  i n  t h e  county where t h e  adopcion was 
You c a n ' t  go any f u r t h e r .  There is a  g r e a t  temptat ion t o  avoid f i n a l i z e d  and asked f o r  the  name of t h e i r  lawyer- t h a t  is 

. . .  t h i s ,  by going through t h e  pa ren t s ,  by va r ious  k inds  of i n t e r -  pub l i c  information.  I learned  t h a t  t h e i r  lawyer was t h e  
mediar ies ,  e i t h e r  t o  the  pa ren t s  o r  c h i l d ,  o r  by sending letters same lawyer I had. That lawyer l i e d  t o  me, t h e  bas t a rd .  
which may be l o s t ,  i n t e r c e p t e d ,  o r  j u s t  never  answered. Many He t o l d  m e  they had t h e i r  own a t t o r n e y .  The man a t  t h e  
people would d i sag ree  with me, bu t  a t  t h i s  po in t  I cannot rec-  Sur roga te ' s  O f f i c e  t o l d  me t o  make cop ie s  of any medical  o r  
ommend c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  pa ren t s ,  o r  u s i n g . i n t e r m e d i a r i e s ,  except  o t h e r  information I wanted s e n t ,  and t o  send one t o  the  
i n  very s p e c i a l  circumstances.  lawyer and one t o  him. H e , l l  do a  fo l low up t o  make s u r e  , 

Each of you must make your own cho ices  concerning con tac t .  . t h e  lawyer c o n t a c t s  t h e  adopt ive  pa ren t s .  I have t h e  pa ren t s  
Nobody can t e l l  you what t o  do about your own l i f e ,  and nobody address ,  and I hope i t  was B i l l  and not  one of h i s  f r i e n d s  
can r e a l l y  do i t  f o r  you. I f  you a r e  not  ready t o  make your playing on h i s  f r t ~ n t  lawn who I saw one day. How I prayed 
own c o n t a c t ,  perhaps r a t h e r  than seeking in t e rmed ia r i e s  you he would walk away from t h e  house s o  I could ask  him d i r e c -  
should work on g e t t i n g  yourse l f  t o  t h e  po in t  where you can do t i o n s  o r  something else j u s t  t o  hear  h i s  vo ice .  J u s t  t o  
your own contac t .  see him c l o s e r ,  maybe even t o  touch him. 

There has been much s a i d  and w r i t t e n  about  t h e  advantages I 've been on cloud n i n e  e v e r  s i n c e .  lle's beau t i fu l ! !  . 
of con tac t ing  t h e  adopt ive pa ren t s  of minors,  and a  l o t  o f  i t  Cod', am I nervous about c o n t a c t !  I wieh I knew more 
is v a l i d .  What I have t r i e d  t o d o  h e r e  is t o  f a i r l y  p re sen t  about them and knew what I am up a g a i n s t .  I wish I knew 
an opposing view, which has  n o t  been explored a s  o f t e n .  I hope someone who knew them t o  g e t  more i n s i g h t .  I guess  I ' l l  
t h a t  t hose  of you who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  dec ide  what t o  do w i l l  f i n d  ou t  sooner  o r  l a t e r ,  when I make con tac t .  

' r e a l i z e  t h a t  you DO have t h e  choice  t o  go d i r e c t l y  t o  your Thanks aga in  f o r  your adv ice ,  suppor t  and kindness .  
adolescent  adoptee,  and t h a t  t h i s  may be a b e t t e r  choice than 
t r v i n g  t o  d e a l  wi th  the  p a r e n t s ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  Diane LeMasson, N J  
you a r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  s e e  and f i n d  ou t  about  your c h i l d  
while  you are wait ing.  

Don't be mislead by romantic t h e o r i e s  about "sharing1' 
with t h e  adop t ive  pa ren t s ,  o r  c r e a t i n g  open adopt ion  where none 
exists.  Adoptive pa ren t s ,  by and l a r g e ,  wish they had had t h e i r  
own ch i ld ren .  They r e s e n t  a l l  t h e  complicat ions and pa in  t h a t  Cod b l e s s  t h a t  mother f a r  away 

comes wi th  adopt ion j u s t  a s  much a s  we dot To them, w e  a r e  one Who, f e e l i n g  l i f e  too much t o  b e a r ,  

more reminder of t h e i r  i n f e r t i l i t y ,  t h a t  the  c h i l d  i s  not  r e a l l y  Gave up t h i s  c h i l d  one despe ra t e  day 

t h e i r s .  No wonder they a r e  s o  angry and s c a r e d ,  and wish we With one l a s t  hope f o r  love and ca re .  

would s t a y  away. For could t h a t  be an easy t a sk?  

I hope I have given a l l  of  you something t o  t h i n k  about ,  --Oh, how i t  must have h u r t  t o  say  

and t h a t  you w i l l  avoid my mistake.  Whatever you choose t o  do, "Be good, my ch i ld -  don ' t  be a f r a i d "  ... ge t  ALL t h e  f a c t s  f i r s t ,  even the  unpleasant  ones,  and then do And t u r n  and walk away. 

what you feel is b e s t ,  no t  what o t h e r s  a r e  doing,  o r  t e l l i n g  And how she  must s t i l l  ache t o  f e e l  
Those l i t t l t* arms s o  f r a i l  and t l i i n  you t o  do. I t  IS a l l  r i g h t  t o  do nothing,  i f  you have found a 

young c h l l d ,  and i t  IS  a l l  r i g h t  t o  make a  d i r e c t  c a n t a c t  t o  ' Pressed t i g h t l y  'round h e r  i n  appea l ,  

an ado le scen t ,  i f  t h a t  is what seems b e s t  Eor you and your And how she must f e e l  g u i l t  and s i n .  

c h i l d .  Bur  h e r s  was t ende r ,  s e l f l e s s  s i n n i n g  
That Cod f o r g i v e s ,  and she  i s  b le s sed  

Mary Anne Cohen, N J  For she  gave l i f e  and new beginning 
To t h a t  small c h i l d ;  and mny she  r e s t  
In  pence and comfort ,  may she  know . " 
Her h e a r t  was pure,  and Cod has smiled 
On such a  generous a c t  o f  l ove  

THE LAW OF LOVE 
. 

And b lessed  he r  c h i l d .  
And now those  l i t t l e  arms hug me, 
' R ~ o s e  b i g  round eyes  s o  d e a r  

The concept  of loving t r u s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among human Look up i n  p e r f e c t  t r u s t  and love ,  
be ings  is b a s i c  t o  t h e  premise of Cod's u n i v e r s a l  teachings.  So And oh, thank Cod, t h i s  c h i l d  1s  here!  ! ! 
fundamental, ve t  s o  r igh teous ,  t h i s  Law of Love e c l i p s e s  a l l  else ---That ano the r  mother loved h e r  s o  
i n  l i f e  and remains a  higher  ~ r i n c i ~ l e  than mere mnn-made adopt ion She found the  s t r e n g t h  t o  l e t  he r  go. 
r egu la r ions  which were designed t o  "pro tec t"  people  from e v e r  And m y  our  l i v e s  be worthy of  
knowing each o t h e r .  That f i n a l ,  t o t a l  g i f t  of Love. 

I f  l e a r n l n g  the  pant ,  f o r  whatever reason,  w i l l  e a se  s u f f e r -  
ing and pa in ,  Ll~en why not drav  a s i d e  t h a t  co ld  da rk  c u r t a i n  of Wri t ten  by Jeannie  Linstrom and 
ignorance and f e a r ,  l e t  the  w a n i n g  l i g h t  of  l ove  sh ine  through, Contr ibuted by Marsha Hiben 
and e l i m i n a t e  fo reve r  those t e r r i b l e  shadows of  secrecy?  Why 1s 
i t  considered a  t h r e a t  f o r  people involved i n  t h e  adopt ion tr i-  
angle  t o  know each o t h e r ?  Do w e  r e a l l y  need t o  p r o t e c t  one 
another  from l e a r n i n g  t h e  t r u t h  about each o t h e r ?  

1 t h lnk  not .  I n  t h e  midst of w i n t e r ,  I f i n a l l y  learned  

I s ay ,  Let's make adopt ion more human. I say ,  c losed records t h a t  t l ~ e r e  wan in  me an l n v i n c i b l e  summer. 

is an idea whose time has  passed. I t ' s  abhorren t  t o  a l l  I hold -Camus 
dea r  and sacred .  To my way of th inking ,  i t ' s  con t r a ry  t o  Cod's 
way, and ahovr a l l . .  .against His Law uE Love. 

Copyright 1982, Warren E. Sicgmond 
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* The next  Ph i l ade lph ia  Adoption Forum Conference w i l l  be on 
October 2nd. The annual Conference is  always an e x c e l l e n t  
one which inc ludes  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  from a l l  members of t h e  
t r i a d  and t h e  s o c i a l  work community. Lee Campbell, t h e  
P re s iden t  of CUB w i l l  be speaking t h i s  year ,  and t h e r e  w i l l  
be many workshops of i n t e r e s t  t o  everyone, r e g a r d l e s s  of  
your l e v e l  o f  s ea rch  and c o n t a c t .  Charleen J u s t i c e ,  Coor- 
d i n a t o r  of t he  CUB S i s t e r  Program is i n  charge of  g e t t i n g  
b i r t h p a r e n t s  t o  conduct t he  workshops at t h e  Conference. 
This  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  East Coast r e g i o n a l  conference  f o r  a l l  
i n t e n t s  and purposes.  

* The next  n a t i o n a l  American Adoption Congress Conference 
w i l l  be he ld  i n  e a r l y  June 1983 i n  Columbus, Ohio. P lease  
t r y  t o  a t t e n d ,  f o r  your b e n e f i t  and t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of t h e  AAC, a  c o a l i t i o n  of adopt ion r e l a t e d  groups.  
ORIGINS has  been an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t e  f o r  a  yea r ,  and 
many of o u r  members have jo ined  a s  ind iv idua ls .  

P l ease  le t  us  know of o t h e r  conferences  i n  your reg ion  s o  
ve  can l e t  o t h e r s  know who might b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t end ing .  

CONCERNED UNITED BIRTHPARENTS TO PUBLICLY COME OUT 

AS SEARCH GROUP 

One of t h e  many lengthy  d i scuss ions  held i n  San Antonio a t  
t h e  M C  Conference d e a l t  wi th  CUB'S po l icy  on sea rch ,  which has  
h e r e t o f o r e  been considered a "personal  venture ."  Many people 
b e l i e v e  t h a t , i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  new members and t o  f u l l y  s e r v e  
c u r r e n t  members'needs. CUB must openly become a s e a i c h  group 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e s  they  provide i n  t h e  
a r e a s  of  s u p p o r t ,  unders tanding,  and p u b l i c  educa t ion .  It was 
decided t o  make publ ic  and above board CUB'S  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of s e a r c h ,  b u t  t o  recognize pe r sona l  l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  of 
many CUB r e g i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and branch l e a d e r s  a s  t o  t h e i r  
l e v e l  of s e a r c h  e x p e r t i s e .  

We applaud CUB'S emergence a s  a  n a t i o n a l  s e a r c h  and suppor t  
o rgan iza t ion .  We llnpe t h a t  a11  ORIGINS' members w i l l  hold d u a l  
memberships, a s  CUB brovides  many s e r v i c e s  t h a t  OllIGINS does n o t  and 
can no t .  ORIGINS w i l l  remain a h igh ly  a c t i v i s t  and v o c a l  organi-  
z a t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  b i r thmothers  of minor c h i l d r e n .  As someone 
once s a i d ,  "If  CUB is t h e  NAACP, then  ORIGINS is  t h e  Black 
Panthers  . I '  

YOU ARE HERE 

Though you are no t  here  now- 
You a r e  here .  

Though my eyes  do n o t  behold you- 
My thoughts  r e t a i n  your v i s i o n .  

Though my arms do not  embrace you- 
My s p i r i t  won't l e t  you go. 

And though my h e a r t  c r i e s  o u t  t o  me, 
Wishing your presence,  
Here, Now --- 

I have t h e  conso la t ion  of  knowing t h a t  
Mental ly ,  I can behold you, 

And 
S p i r i t u a l l y ,  I can embrace you. 

By M.D. Rubin, 1977 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR ABOPTION GETS THE AWARD FOR 

DISHONESTY I N  ADVERTISING ... 
The May 24, 1982 i s s u e  of TIME magazine which was on the  s t a n d s  

i n  C a l i f o r n i a  c a r r i e d  a  f u l l  page advert isement  placed by t h e  NCFA. 
Two-thirds of t h e  ad was a  young, whi te  (and supposedly i n  good 
h e a l t h )  naked baby looking h e l p l e s s  and appeal ing.  The head l ine  
read : 

IIELP US WORK FOR THE ADOPTION OF UNWANTED CHILDREN 

t i s i n g  as &ny of  u s  a r e ,  please v o i c e  your o b j e c t i o n s  t o :  

*National C o m i t t e e  For Adoption, S u i t e  326, 1346 
Connect icut  Avenue, N . W . ,  Washington. U.C. 20036 

* L e t t e r s  To The Ed i to r  and/or  Adve r t i s ing  Department, 
TIME, Time b L i f e  Bui ld ing ,  Rockefe l le r  Center ,  
New York NY 10020 

I f  t h e  NCFA's members t r u l y  wanted t o  adopt unwanted 
c h i l d r e n ,  they could do s o  qu ick ly  and e a s i l y  by t a k i n g  
one of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s p e c i a l  needs c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e i r  
homes and h e a r t s .  There a r e  t e n s  of  thousands of  them, and 
around t h e  count ry  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  a r e  i n  books s i m i l a r  t o  
t h e  Sea r s  6 Roebuck c a t a l o g  f o r  a l l  t o  see. They 'leu- 
p e r a t e l y  need lov ing  p a r e n t s  and homes. I n s t e a d ,  NCFA 
members hold o u t  f o r  h e a l t h y ,  whi te  i n f a n t s .  

So much f o r  t r u t h  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g .  P l ease  l e t  u s  know 
i f  you s e e  t h e s e  ads  i n  your l o c a l  papers  o r  magazinekj. 

MINOR SEARCH BOOK TO BE P U B L ~ S H E D  BY 

TRIADOPTION LIBRARY I N  JULY 

A book about peop le ' s  expe r i ences  w i th  minor s ea rch  
and c o n t a c t  w i l l  be publ i shed  i n  J u l y  1982 by Tr i adop t ion  
Library .  The need f o r  such a  book is obvious ,  but  t h i s  is 
t h e  f i r s t  e f f o r t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  FLEty questionnaires 
were mailed ou t .  and on ly  a  sma l l  percentage  were expected 
t o  b e  r e tu rned ,  which is t h e  norm f o r  such ma i l i ngs .  111- 
s t e a d ,  they  rece ived  over  a  200% return-- i t  seemed t l ~ u t  
most people  who received t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  con~ple ted  t h e i r  
own, and a l s o  made a  copy f o r  a  f r i e n d  t o  complete.  1'111s 
response r a t e  i s  phenomenal, and should make f o r  an iml)or- 
t a n t  p i e c e  of work i n  t h i s  a r e a  of concern f o r  alL of us .  

To o r d e r  your copy, send a  check o r  money o r d e r  eo: 
Tr iadopt ion  L ib ra ry ,  7571 Westminater Avenue, Westminster,  
C a l i f o r n i a  92683. The t i t l e  of t h e  book is "Searching For 
Minors" and its c o s t  is o n l y  $5. 

It went on t o  say :  "We're t h e  Nat ional  C o m i t t e e  For Adoption, a  
r a p i d l y  growing group of people r o a s t  t o  coas t  who th ink  i t ' s  
s e n s e l e s s  and t r a g i c  t h a t  thousands of couples  c a n ' t  f i n d  any ch i ld -  
ren  t o  adopt v h i l e  t h e  number of unwunted c h i l d r e n  skyrockets .  

I f  you th ink  adopt ion is a  b e t t e r  way, j o i n  us. Ca l l  ou r  number 
now ( p lease  kecp c ry ing  i f  i t ' s  busy) .  Wo' l l  t e l l  you what we ' re  
doing co br ing  unwanted babies  and wanting pa ren t s  t oge the r .  

C a l l  one of t hese  t o l l - f r e e  nunlburs and l ~ c l p  u s  work For t he  
adopt ion  of unwanted c h i l d r c n :  800-638-2000. 
In  Elarylalld, c a l l  301-933-4801. " 

~f you a r e  as uutraged by c h i s  b l a t a n t  example of  f a l s e  adver- 

"There 's  something I lrave t o  t e l l  you, 
Harold. You were adopted." 

NATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE CONVENTION IN NJ I N  JII1.Y 

The n a t l o n a l  Right To L i f e  Convention w i l l  he held 
i n  Cllcrry H L I  1 N.1 011 J u l y  15-17. ?I;lr jury ?Iccklcnl~crl:,  
a  f  rienti o f  'l'l~e N i l t l u ~ ~ a l  Committcu 1:11r ~ \ t lo (~c  lttn w l ~ t ,  1s 
the  1 ) i r ec to r  o f  h d o l e ~ c c n t  I'rcgndncv 1'rugr;lms i n  I I I :  w i  1 1 
be a  major s l ~ e a k e r .  'Cttere w i l l  he worksl~ops cln t \dopt iu t~ ,  
Prenancy C o u ~ ~ s e l i n g ,  anti Adolescent r e n y  . I ; I . I I I IE  

o t h e r  t o p i c s .  h number of URICINS mcmhcrv w l l l  a t t e n d  
t h e  Convention and tllose vorks l~ops  menc loned c u r  1  i r r ,  
wLth t h e  exp res s  purpose of educa t i l t s  cllosc t l lerc  i ~ b t ~ u t  
t he  t r u t h s  o i  adopt ion and not p c r m l c t i ~ l g  Lies t o  be 
to ld .  llTL uHes the  s logan , "  Adopt ion Not Abort ion ."  
We say "Adoption Means Etoro hbort  tons  . ' I  We ' L i  v r  l t c  
about t he  Conference i n  o u r  J u l y  t ~ e w s l a t t e r .  



NATIONAL AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS CONFERENCE 

HELD I N  SAN ANTONIO ' TX JUNE 3-6 

Th i s  a r t i c l e  won't be a s  pol ished a s  I would have 
l i k e d ,  but I wanted t o  inc lude  informat ion about t h e  Con- 
fe rence  i n  t h i s ' n e w s l e t t e r  so  ORIGINS members would have 
t h i s  a s  soon a s  poss ib l e .  

This  was the f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  conference I ' d  a t tended .  
Last  year ,  when t h e  meeting was i n  Kansas C i ty ,  I was 
meeting my daughter  and h e r  adopt ive  pa ren t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
time. The yea r  be fo re ,  i n  1980, L was j u s t  ba re ly  out  of 
t h e  c l o s e t ,  and was not  a l i k e l y  candida te  f o r  a n a t i o n a l  
meeting. Many of my impressions may be without  t h e  b e n e f i t  
of exper ience  wi th  previous AAC Conferences,  s o  p lease  bea r  
with me. 

Even though a t r i p  t o  San Antonio was not  included i n  
my 1982 budget,  I f e l t  I had t o  go t o  t h i s  conference.  I 
was paid f o r  an  a r t i c l e  I wrote f o r  The New York Times' 
New J e r s e y  Sec t ion  about t h e  need f o r  adopt ion reform, and 
t h a t  provided my r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee .  Although t h e r e  were on ly  
a few o t h e r  people a t t e n d i n g  from t h e  New York Metropol i tan 
a r e a ,  I knew t h e r e  would be many o t h e r s  t h e r e  from a l l  over  
t h e  country whom I ' d  come t o  know over  t he  te lephone and 
through l e t t e r s  . I wanted very much t o  match f a c e s  wi th  
vo ices ,  and meet o t h e r s  who might broaden my pe r spec t ive  
about adopt ion.  

This  y e a r ' s  conference was sponsored by Lutheran S o c i a l  
Service  , a n  agency i n  San Antonio which promotes and is in- 
volved i n  open adopt ions .  The theme was "Progress Is: The 
Adoption Tr i ad  United." I f lew o u t  t o  Texas with  Bet ty  Jean  
Li f ton ,  which was an exper ience  i n  i t s e l f  f o r  me. Although 
I ' v e  spoken wi th  h e r  many times over  t h e  p a s t  yea r ,  s i n c e  the  
s e t  up of "Jack" l a s t  summer, and met he r  i n  person, I f e l t  
f o r t u n a t e  t o  have t h e  b e n e f i t  of s o  many hours  wi th  he r  now. 

.As I ' v e  s a i d  be fo re ,  read ing  ,B. J. ' s "Lost and Found" changed 
my l i f e ,  a s  it has many'others' .  

Wednesday nightinow seems a b l u r ,  but  A l i c i a  Ciesa  and 
I f f ; ra l ly  found each  o ther .and  s tayed  up l a t e  t a l k i n g  wi th  
Tom Al l ing ton ,  t h e  e r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  AAC who had s tepped i n  
when Penny P a r t r i d g e  res igned.  Tom had taken o f f e n s e  a t  t h e  
a r t i c l e  i n  o u r  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  when I c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  AAC f o r  
no t  pe rmi t t i ng  any d i scuss ion  of minor s e a r c h  a t  t h e  confer-  
ence,  much less anyth ing  else c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  bu t  I i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  my c r i t i c i s m  was v a l i d .  

Thursday morning was taken up by r e g i s t r a t i o n  and re- 
viewing the  S a l e s  6 Exhib i t  Room, which was f i l l e d  with  books. 
papers ,  bu t tons ,  and o t h e r  informat ion suppl ied  by many ind i -  
v idua l s  and groups. Jean  Paton, t h e  founder of Orphan Voyage, 
was t h e r e  wi th  cha ins  draped around h e r  shou lde r s ,  t o  s i g n i f y  
t h e  bondage c losed  adopt ion  c r e a t e s .  I ' d  never m e t  t h i s  very 
wonderful woman be fo re ,  a l though I had spoken wi th  he r  on t h e  
phone and exchanged letters. She has  been t a l k i n g  about a l l  
t h i s  f o r  30 years--only nobody l i s t e n e d  be fo re .  People met 
i n  groups in formal ly ,  and t h e r e  were many of us  who were 
mothers of minor c h i l d r e n  who congregated t o  exchange views. 

'Tile speaker  a t  t h e  luncl~eon on t h e  f i r s t :  day was Linda 
Cannon Burgess, t he  au tho r  of "The A r t  of  Adoption" and fonner  
Exec. Di rec tor  of P i e r c e  Warwick Adoption Agency 6 The Barker 
Foundation i n  Washington, D.C. Linda spoke of t h e  h i s t o r y  of 
adoption: she  should know because she arranged over  900 adop- 
t i ons .  One s ta tement  of h e r s  l a t e r  became t h e  buzzword of t h e  
conference : "What we don ' t  need is b i r thmothers  .making s u r e p t i -  
t i o u s  contac t  wich t h e i r  teenage ch i ldren ."  Now, many of us 
know what w e  a r e :  s u r e p t i t i o u s  c o n t a c t e r s .  That a f te rnoon 
t h e r e  was a panel d i scuss ion  given by Lee Campbell, t h e  Pres i -  
dent  o f  CUB;  B.J. L i f t o n ,  au tho r  and "p ro fe s s iona l  adoptee"; 
Marge G i l l i n g ,  Adoption Superv isor  f o r  Ca tho l i c  C h a r i t i e s  of 
Green Bay W I ;  and Phy l l s  Speedl in ,  adopt ive  paren t  i n  an open 
adopt ion.  

Thursday n igh t  provided a meeting of CUB l e a d e r s ,  which 
included a d i scuss ion  of coming o u t  a s  a s e a r c h q r o u p  (wttich 
passed) ,  t h e  e t h i c s  of  paid r e sea rche r s ,  and what our  response 
would be i f  t h e  U C ' s  D i r ec to r s  came o u t  w i th  a s ta tement  
a g a i n s t  minor s ea rch ,  a s  they had been pressed t o  do by many 
adoptees '  groups a l l  over t h e  country.  I ' m  proud t o  say  t h a t  
t h e  room, whicl~ was packed wi th  people ,  was unanimous i n  t h e i r  
dec i s ion  t h a t  we would walk ou t  of t h e  conference i f  t h e  Board 
made such a s ta tement .  Lucki ly ,  we never had t o  make good on 
ou r  promise, because minor search  wasn' t  even mentioned except  
by Jean Paton (Cod love her )  and, i n d i r e c t l y , b y  Linda Burgess. 

Friday morning provided a gene ra l  s e s s i o n  about "Working 
Together For Common Goals ,"  presented by Mary Jo  R i l l e r a .  I'res. 
of Tr iadopt ion  Librnry ;  Dr. n i r c k  Brown, D i rec to r  of PACER; 
and Jim C r i t t e r ,  Child Welfare Supervisor  of t he  Community, 
Family and Ch i ld ren ' s  Serv ices  i n  Michigan. Mary Jo  a l s o  pre- 
sen ted  he r  s l i d e  show e n t i t l e d  "We're Together Now," named 
a f t e r  a moving song w r i t t e n  by h e r  husband. For me, a s  f o r  
many, t h a t  song w i l l  always remind m e  of t h e  1982 Conference, 
and a l l  t he  emotions and t e a r s  I shared wi th  so  many f r i ends .  

There was ,I c l ~ o l c e  o f  workshops on Friday morning and a f -  
noon, and AAC Kegional Meetings e a r l y  i n  the  evening. Then, 
due t o  ,J change i n  schedule ,  e l e c t i o n s  were held l a t e r  t h a t  
n i h h t ,  much t o  t he  chagr in  of some wlro had come t o  hear  
" I ssues  We Agree t o  Disagree About." Some members, inc lu-  

d ing  some who had proxies  from t h e i r  groups,  were unaware of 
t h e  l a s t  minute cltdnge i n  p lane ,  and were unable t o  vo te  i n  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  of Bonrd members. 

Late  on Friday n i g h t ,  t h e r e  was a d i s c u s s i o n  of Feminism, 
and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  adop t ion , in  t h e  CUB S u i t e .  There were 
many ORIGINS members t h e r e ,  some of whom I ' d  never  tnet before .  

Ear ly  Saturday morning, a few people who had requested 
t o  speak about whut w e  agreed t o  d i sag ree  about  spoke f o r  
10 minutes each, inc lud ing  Jean  Paton of Orphan Voyage, B . J .  
L i f t o n ,  and myself. I r eac t ed  t o  sometlling t h a t  had happened 
t h e  day before:  someone ob jec t ed  t o  Lee Campbell's ange r ,  a s  
i f  s h e  had no reason t o  be unhappy. Everyone seems t o  t r e a t  
open adopt ion a s  i~ panacea t o  b i r thmothers '  pa in ,  and I spoke 
of my b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  can never be anyth ing  good f o r  a 
mother when she l o s e s  h e r  c h i l d ,  and t h a t  we have every  r i g h t  
t o  remain angry. 

Workshops continued a l l  day. On Sa t .  a f t e rnoon ,  Lee 
Campbell conducted "Beyond The Shadows: A Study of B i r th -  
parenthood,' '  which was an  i n t e n s e  s e s s i o n  f o r  many of us.  
She included s e n s i t i v i t y  awareness i n  t h e  workshop, which in- 
volved remembering many of t h e  f e e l i n g s  we a l l  went through 
when w e  f i r s t  were pregnant wich t h e  c h i l d  w e  would l a t e r  
l o s e ,  and how we were forced t o  make o u r  dec is ion .  

Saturday 's  d inne r  was a Mexican banquet ,  wi th  Alber t  
Burs te in .  fonner Assemblyman from New J e r s e y  and a member 
of  t h e  Model S t a t e s  Adoption Act pane l .  The "mini-fiesca" 
w a s  en joyable ,  and Burs t e in ' s  speech was e f f e c t i v e  i n  rx-  
p l a i n i n g  h i s  reasons f o r  suppor t ing  open records  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
I n  h i s  speech, he made mention of t he  "extremely v o c a l  b i r t l l -  
mothers organiza t ions"  i n  New J e r s e y  which were he lp ing  i n  
t h e  push f o r  openness i n  adopt ion ,  which made me f e e l  t h a t  
a l l  o u r  hours of e f f o r t  a r e n ' t  i n  va in .  

There was a wine and cheese open house i n  t h e  CUB S u i t e  
on Saturday n i g h t ,  which was packed u n t i l  about 2 A.M. 'She 
d i eha rds  s tayed up u n t i l  ( I  know you won't b e l i e v e  i t )  5 t1.H. 
This  was due, i n  l a r g e  p a r t .  t o  t h e  legendary s t a y i n g  up 
a b i l i t i e s  of Carole Anderson and Mary J o  R i l l e r a .  We even 
kept  Lee Campbell up u n t i l  4 A.M., which i f  any of you ktluw 
Lee was no smal l  accomplishment. 

Sunday morning was p r e t t y  much a washout, and seemed 
t o  have no r e a l  purpose except  t o  provide a forum f o r  anyone 
t o  speak of anyching which had gone u n s a i d . ,  That ,  i n  i t s e l f ,  
w a s  va luable .  We discussed  t h e  1983 conference ,  which w i l l  
be  he ld  i n  Columbus, Ohio, and t h e  1984 conference t o  be 
he ld  i n  S e a t t l e .  Someday, we hope t o  g e t  it back t o  t h e  East 
Coast ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  Columbus is f a i r l y  cheap t o  f l y  t o .  

I missed my plane,  a long  wi th  Sandy Musser and another  
b i r thmother ,  thanks t o  t h e  expe r t  d r i v i n g  of Kobin Wilson 
of  North Carolina.  I hope Robin has  b e t t e r  luck f i n d i n g  he r  
c h i l d  l o s t  t o  adoption t h a t  she d i d  f i n d i n g  the  a i r p o r t !  We 
re turned  t o  t he  h o t e l ,  which was a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  from The 
Alamo, and spent  y e t  another  n igh t  w i th  Mesdames Anderson and 
Rillera. 

I c a n ' t  pos s ib ly  impart  t o  you a l l  of my f e e l i n g s  and 
remembrances from t h e  1982 Conference. I ' v e  l e f t  ou t  t h ings  
l i k e  : 

* Warren Siegnond, au tho r  of  "In Search of A S t ranger" ,  
s ing ing  the  song he wrote  t o  t h e  tune  of " I 've  Meca 
Working On Tlie Kailroad" e n t i t l e d ,  "We're Tlle Girls of 
Edna Cladney". 

* Long conversat ions  w i th  b i r thmothers  and adopt ive  mothers 
who have an open adopt ion ,  complete with  p i c t u r e s ,  Lrt- 
t e r s ,  and open communication from day one. 

* Meeting one nf  my i d o l s ,  Jean Paton,  and t r y i n g  t o  l ea rn  
from her about he lp ing  people and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  

* Trying t o  educate  s o c i a l  workers about t h e  t r u t h s  of 
adoption from t h e  b i r thmothe r ' s  pe r spec t ive .  

* kleeting Emma May V i l a r d i ,  who runs  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Soundex 
Regis t ry ;  Rachel Rivers ,  of OASIS i n  F lo r ida ;  Keg Ni l e s ,  
whose search handbooks a r e  s o  v a l u a b l e ;  and s o  many 
o t h e r s  who I enjoyed t a l k i n g  wi th .  

* Real iz ing  t h a t  ALMA is NOT considered t h e  n a t i o n a l  orjian- 
i z a t i o n  for  adoptees  except i n  New York and C a l i f o r n i a .  
Since I have so  many problems wi th  Florence F i s h e r ,  and 
ALMA'S "over 18" p o l i c y ,  t h i s  was a g r e a t  r e l i e f .  

* Consuming many marga r i t a s ,  and s h a r i n g  many t e a r s  wi th  
o t h e r  bir thmothers  wi th  whom I had s o  much i n  common. 

* The s t rong  elnotions we a l l  had when Mary Jo  K i l l e r a  
played the  tape of ''We're Together Now." 

I m i s s  a l l  my f r i e n d s  who were t h e r e  with  me i n  San 
Antonio, and I look forward t o  being wi th  tlicm a g a i n  i n  
Columbus next June,  where s u b j e c t  w i l l  be consLtlered out 
of bounds t o  cover i n  workshops. The 200 people wl~o were 
i n  Texas shared many va luab le  exper iences .  and 1 w i s h  every- 
one could have been with us. 

Next year ,  p lease p lan  t o  n t tend .  You' l l  be s o  glnii 
you a t t ended ,  not only becnuse of t he  people y o u ' l l  meer, bur 
a l s o  because of what y o u ' l l  take home with you: recharged 
b a t t e r i e s  and a br0ade.r pe r spec t ive  of what needs t o  11c ~ l r ~ n c . .  

To Lee, Carole ,  G a i l ,  Susan, i c i  Barbara,  .Iatlil, 
Kathy, Cinnie ,  Mary J o ,  Dorothy, B .J . ,  J ean ,  Robin, Flarie,  
Ann. Sandy, and a l l  c l ~ e  o t h e r s  who made my f i r s t  nationit1 
conference so very s p e c i a l ,  I love you a l l  atid miss you. 

Alison Ward, NJ 
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