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A 
Stan,  Jason 

L e t t e r  'From t h e  P r e s i d e n t :  The y e a r  a s  u s u ' a l  has  gone so q u i c k l y . .  I t  
has  been a  y e a r  o f  w a i t f K g  t o  h e a r  t h e  outcome a b o u t  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  
i s s u e ,  b u t  I w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  sub-cornn i t tee  t o  t e l l  you  a b o u t  t h a t .  We 
have h a d  a  l o t  o f ' p u b l i c i t y  on r a d i o ,  papers ,  e t c .  Our o f f i c e  is. a s  
u s u a l  o v e r l o a d e d  w i t h  work. If i t  w a s n ' t  f o r  one o f  o u r  worke rs ,  
Peggy, who u n r e l e n t i n g l y  c a r r i e s  o n  I d o n t  know how we w o u l d  h a v e ,  
coped, . A f t e r  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  and h e l p i n g  many p e o p l e  1 , c a n  see i.f we . , 

d o n t  g e t  any change . i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  l a w  t h a t  o u r  numbers w i l l  k e e p  . . 
o n  g r o w i n g  a t  an a l a r m i r i g  r a t e .  Even n01~~' th-z few o n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
who a c t u a l l y  work o n  f i l e s  and do a  day i n  ' t h e  o f f i c e  c a n n o t  r e a l l y  
h a n d l e -  t h e  w o r k l o a d ,  ' S o  i f  y o u . . a r e  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  y'our s e a r c h  o r  have 
had y o u r  con tac ' t  p l e a s e  th ink a s  t o  whether: y o u  c o u l d  s p a r e  4 - 5  
h o u r s  one day a  w e e k , t o  h e l p  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  A l l  o f  us who h e l p  
members and work i n  t h . e i o f f i c e  do t h i s  a t  o u r  own Mine a'nd expense. 
I th ink  i t  needs t o  b e  known t h a t  none- o f  us r e c e i v e :  any m o n e t a r y  
g a i n  f r o m  i t .  And i t ' s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  h 0 u r s . h  t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  
many h o u r s  a t  home. Our phone numbers a r e  o n  t h e  ( u n r e l i a b l e )  
answerphone, and we g e t  c a l l s  day and n i g h t .  I t  c a n  b e  v e r y  emot ion-  
a l l y  d r a i n i n g  a t  t i m e s .  B u t  t h e  r e w a r d -  we get. i s  w o r t h  e v e r y  m'inute 
o f  o u r  t i m e .  

There  i s  'so much t h a t  needs  t o ' b e  done b e s i d e s  h e l p i n g  o u r  
members: researc.h,  s u r v e y s ,  t a i k s  t o  g r o u p s  and s c h o o l s ,  p r e p a r i n g  
f a c t s  and f i gu r ' es ,  k ,eep lng c o n t a c t  w i t h  p e o p l e  and s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  . 
a l l  o v e r  'N'r, u p d a t i n g  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  r e p , l y i n g  t o  a. b i g  volume o f  
cve rseas ,ma i l . .  T h i s  i s  why I a m . r e s i g n i n g  a s  t h e r e  i s  so much t o  
do and I. f o e 1  k ' m  l e t t i i i g  e v e r y o n e  down b y  h o l d i n g  my p o s i t i o n  and.  
n o t  d o i n g  more .: 

I w i l l  . a lways  b e  g r c t e f u l  f o r  J i g s a w  I n c  b e i n g  en e x i s t e n c e :  t o , ,  
t h e  p e o p l e  who s t a r k d  J i g s a w  I g i v e  my t h a n k s  a s  i t  e n a b l e d  me t o  I 

f i n d  my B i r t h  Mother .  As f o r  d i s a p p e a r i n g  a l t o g e t h e r ,  I hope t o ' b e  
a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  h e l p i n g  members s t i l l  a s  I have  some u n f i n i s h e d  
f i l e s  I l d  l i k e  t o  f i n a 1 i : j e .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  thank  eve ryone  who h e l p s  J igsaw I n c  and hope t h a t  I w i l l  
see  you a t  t h e  A.G.M. 

J o s i e  Hendr,y , s . .  ,...:............... 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING' - 

2 8 t h  A p r i l ,  7:30 pm i n  t h e  l o u n g e ,  S t  P a u l s  Church 
1 2  S t  V i n c e n t  Ave, Remuera 

Mrs  B e t t y  Tennet  w i l l  be  s p e a k i n g  and supper  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  ................... 
I f  p a y i n g  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i 3 n  a t  t h e  Annual  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  PLEASE 

, f i l l  o u t  t h e  t e a r - o f f  f o r n  o n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  and p r e s e n t  i t  y o u r  
payment. 

NOTICE OF NOTION is h e r e b y  g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  R u l e s  o f  J igsaw I n c  b e  
amended so t h a c c l a u s e  6 r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

C lause  6.  Members and Membership 
Any p e r s o n  who has  p a i d  t h e  r e g i s t r a i o n  f e e  a s  s e t  f r o m  timk 
t o  t i m e  b y  t h e  e x e c u t i v =  c o m m i t t e e  and has  had h i s  or '  h e r  nbme 
p l a c e d  o n  t h e  c e n t r a l  r e g i s t e r ,  and had h i s  o r  h e r  membership 
app roved  by  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee ,  s h a l l  t h e n c e f o r t h  be  a 
member o f  J igsaw I n c o r ~ o r a t e d .  The e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  may . 
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d e c l i n e  t o  app rove  any membership w i t h o u t  t h e  need t o  a s s i g n ,  
a  r e a s o n  t h e r e f o r .  Members i n  good s t a n d i n g  may r e s i g n  a t  any 
t i m e  by  f i l i n g  a  w r i t t e n  r e s i g n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  
J igsaw I n c o r p o r a t e d .  

AND . t h a t  C lause  1 3  be  amende,d b y  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  f o l l -  
o w i n g  : E x e c u t i v e  Commit tee members i n  good s t a n d i n g  may 
r e s i g n  from. t h e  Commit tee a t  any t i m e  by  f i l i n g  a  w r i t t e n  
r e s i g n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  J i g s a w  I n c o r p o r a t e d .  

SEARCHING? One o f  o u r  ~ e l l i n ~ t o n  memQers i s  s p e n d i n g  much t i m e  a t  
P r e s e n t  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e i r  searches ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  work& 
t h e  R e g i s t r a r  GeneraA1s o f f i c e .  She i s  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  anyone who i s  
bogged dotun and has  had many succes.ses, W r i t e  t o  u s  i f  i n t e r e s t e d  and 
we w i l l  p u t  you i,n t o u c h  w i t h  h e r .  

NEhJ5LETTE.R H e l p e r s  a r e  needed f o r  s t a p l i n g ,  f o l d i n g ' a n d .  a d d r e s s i n g  
. o u r  n e w s l e t t e r s .  You w o u l d  be  needed 3 o r  4 t i m e s  a  y e a r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l . .  

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s r e  d o i n g  t h i s  on t o p  o f  t h e i r  o t h e r  j o b s  - n o t  
f a i r  when t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  500 Auck land  members n o t  h e l p i n g  a t  a l l ! !  
5es ide.s  i t ' c a n  be  fun. And we need someone t o  t y p e  i t  p l e a s e .  

. . 
PERSONAL COLUMN. 

Members c i n . u s e  t h i s  co lumn a t  a  c o s t  o f  $1.00 

Adoptee, male, b o r n  5 , 1 1 9  i n  Chr i 's tchurch Essex Hosp, s e e k i n g  h i s  
b i r t h m o t h e r  who w a s . 1 8  y e a r s  o l d ,  'a D u n e d i n  m u s i c  t e a c h e r .  

l Adoptee;rna.le, b o r n  6  Feb, 1960 a t  Bethany,  C h r i s t c h u r c h ,  s e e k i n g  

b i r t h  p a r e n t s .  

A'doptee, f ema le  ( p a r t  Nao.r i )  s e e k i n g  b i r t h  p a r e n t s ,  b o r n  1'6.5.62, , 

 el el ling ton P u b l i c  Hosp. B i r t h  m o t h e r  named Ed i th . ,  . 
Atloptee, female ,  s e e k i n g  j i r t h  p a r e n t s ,  b o r n  25.4.49 a t . B e l l e v u e  . 

H o s p i t a l ,  Auckland,  
I I 

Ad-Jptee, male?: s e e k i n g  b i e t h m o t h e r  ( s o u t h  I s l a n d e r ) ,  b o r n  'Lower H u t t  . 
H o s p i t a l ,  1.6.57.. 

Adoptee;. female ,  s e e k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  B i r t h  mother .  B o r n  21.2.49 
a t  Essex Hosp, : h r i s t c h u r c h ' ( n a m e d  Robyn Anne S h o r t )  

B i r t h  mothe r  s e e k i n g  f e m a l e t c h i l d  g i v e n  i n  a d o p t i o n ,  b o r n  D e v o n p o r t  
. H o s p i t a l  27 Oct ,  1951, 

B i r t h  mo the r  s e e k i n g  d a u g h t e r  b o r n  2  Feb 1960 a t  F a i r l e i g h  Hosp, Grey 
Lynn.  G iven  namG C l a r i c e ;  ' Motherhood o f  Man a r r a n g e d  t h e  
a d o p t i o n .  

B i r t h  mo the r  s e e k i n g  d a u g h t a r  b o r n  18  Nov,1966 a t  Motueka C o t t a g e  
Hosp, D a u g h t e r ' s  C h r i s t i a n  names r e g i s t e r e d  a s  Penny Lee. 
C o n t a c t  w i t h  d a u j h t e r e a n d  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  g r e a t l y  desired. 

B i r t h  mo the r  s e e k i n g  d a ~ g h t ~ a r  b o r n  18 Nov. 1968,  a t  Thames H o s p i t a l ,  
' N o r t h  I s l a n d .  

B i r t h  m o t h e r  s e e k i n g  daught .sr  b o r n  ,26 November1 963 a t  ' S t  mary l.s, Otahuhu 

I B i r t h  m o t h e r  s e e k i n g  son, b o r n  2.3.57 a t  S t  H e l e n s  Auck land  

A d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  s e e k i n g  i n F o r m a t i o n  u r g e n t l y  ( f o r  m e d i c a l  r e a s o n s )  
a b o u t  , B i r t h m o t h i ! r .  T h e i r  d a u g h t e r  was b o r n  a t  Ed. Murphy 
Hosp, G isbo rne ,  28.1.69, we ighed 64 I b s .  B i r t h  m o t h e r  

was p r o b a b l y  a  c l e r k ,  she had one b r o t h e r ,  h e r  f a t h e r  was an a c c o u n t a n t  
& h e r  mo the r  worked i n  a  TF9 agency. Can anyone h e l p ?  

POLITICAL SCENE 

C u r r e n t  news i s  t h a t  t h e  i s  b e i n g  r e d r a f t e d  and w i l l  go back  t o  
t h e  S t a t u t e s  R e v i s i o n  Commit tee b e f o r e  b e i n p  r e f e r r e d  t o  P a r l i a m e n t  
f o r  t h e  v o t e .  I t  i s  h e a r t e n i n g  t h a t  so many o f  you  a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  B i l l  i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  way. It i s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  i f  you 
h a v e n ' t  a l r e a d y .  A l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Chairman o f  t h e  S t a t u t e s  R e v i s i o n  . 
Commit tee i s  what  i s  r e q u i ~ e d .  H i s  Address: P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g s ,  
W e l l i n g t o n .  You need hr : :en.5Dphotocopies w i t h  y o u r  o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r .  

STJP PRE'SS WE NEED MORE HELPERS NOW yOL 



- 
Do you belong t o  an o rgan i sa t ion  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Human r i g h t s ?  There 
a r e  many groups who might ' cons ider  sending a suppor t ing  statement t o  
t h e  committee , such as  k inde rga r t ens ,  P laycent res  , Plunket , Rotary,  
Jaycees ,  L i f e l i n e  e tc .  etc.  We w i l l  be con tac t ing  some of  t h e s e  
groups bu t  could use your h e l p .  

A t  p r e s e n t  our  sub-committee c o n s i s t s  o f  G i l l i a n  and Lyn - f u l l  stop!'! 
We d e s p a r a t e l y  need more people,  If you have done anything p o l i t i c a l  
a l l  t h e  b e t t e r ,  If  n o t ,  t h e r e  i s  spade work ap len ty  you could do f o r  
U S ,  And it is  an oppor tun i ty  t o  l e a r n  something and t o  grow. 

-. . 

G i l l i a n  res igned  from t h e  Vice-pres ident ' s  p o s i t i o n  l a s t  y e a r  in o rde r  
t o  organ ise  this sub-committee, b u t  our  scope is s o  l i m i t e d  by l a c k  of 
people.  I n  t h e  most i m o r t a n t  y e a r  f o r ' u s  regard ing  a l a w  change, are 
w e  t o  be i n e f f e c t u a l  thEough l ack  o f  man~ower? Don ' t  l e t  t h a t  happen! 

BOOKS . 
We are coming across  some very good books now, most of which are 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  ob ta in  a t  shops and l i b r a r i e s .  Keep asking your l i b r a r y  
s o  t h a t  hopefu l ly  they  x i 1 1  note  which books are o f t e n  reques ted ,  and 
o r d e r  them. A f r i e n d  i n  t h e  U.S.A. s e n t  us a l i t t l e  gem c a l l e d  - 
"Open Adoption and OpenPlacementl 'by January  Roberts and Diane C,Robie. . .  
m e  Adoption Press, P.O.Box 29617,Brooklyn Centre ,  MN55429) 

As you a r e - & l i k e l y  t o  come across  t h e  book, h e r e  are some exce rp t s  t o  
t h i n k  about :  - "Open a t o p t i o n  is  t h e  r ecogn i t ion  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when 
adopt ing a c h i l d ,  whether an i n f a n t  o r  an o l d e r  c h i l d ,  one is accept ing  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  5 PERSON WITH ANOTHER SET OF PARENTS WHO CANNOT 
PARENT BUT DO CARE.. It i s  l i k e  a marr iage.  One does no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
marry a person,  s i n g u l c r , . b u t  i s  t r u l y  marrying 1NTO.a  family.  I n  
adopt ion,  a p a r e n t . i s  eccept ing  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  pa ren t ing  a young 
person who a l ready  has  a fzmi1y;no matter how d i s t a n t ,  uninvolved o r  
interested.. . . . ; .  Open adopt ion can func t ion  in  many ways t o  s u i t  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  .involved. A s  they  s a y  i n  t h e  book, 'It may- inc lude  
knowing names of t h e  th.ree p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  T r i a d c  Each of  t h e  b i r t h -  
pa re l i t ( s )  and adopti,ve paren't(8) may know t h e  whereabouts o f  t h e  o t h e r  
and have di'rectt contac.: wi th  each o t h e r  v i a  le t te rs ,  phone cal ls ,  
p i c t u r e s ' a n d  v i s i t s .  Open adoption may mean t h e  b i r t h p a r e n t ( s 1  and 
adopt ive  p a r e n t ( s 1  exchange only l e t t e r s  and p i c t u r e s ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  
o r  through an intermed:iary.. . , , 
One adopt ive mother te.:ls "Open Adoption w i . 1 1  no t  be r e a d i l y  accepted 

.- 
by a l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  shouLd be t h a t  op t ion  f o r  anyone who recognises  t h e  
impor.tance of r e a l i s t i c  paren t ing  05 t h e i r  adopted ch i ld ren .  I n  our 

I love f o r  them, it would be f o o l i s h  t o  pre tend t h a t  they  w i l l  n o t  have 
t h e  need t o  d e a l  with t h e i r  adopt ion . . . .  11 

"The emphasis m u ~ t  i n d i z a t e  t h e  adoptee a s ' t h e  most important  
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  adoptLon process ,  t h e  person whom s o c i e t y ' s  r u l e s  
must encompass . It 
' January . ( the  au tho r )  he;  not  had t o  endure t h e  'unknown' of  h e r  
c h i l d r e n  as have many bi r thmothers .  She does not  have t o  wonder i f  
h e r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a l i v e  a n d w e l l .  The communication o f  Open Adoption 
e l i m i n a t e s  those  secrets which a r e  a predominant element o f  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  , c losed  rneth.5d. 

The t r a d i t L o n a l  ,c losed nethod of a d o ~ t i o n  punishes bir thmothers  by 
' s e a l i n g t  t h e  f a c t  t h e t  s h e  d id  indeed g ive  b i r t h  t o  a c h i l d ;  i n  e f f e c t  
t e l l i n g  h e r  she  i s  of  nc value t o  h e r  c h i l d  o r  h e r  c h i l d ' s  f u t u r e .  
Soc ie ty  imposes i t s  rnore.1~ and convic t ions  on t h e s e  bir thmothers  by 
demanding secrecy  2nd denying t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  h e r i t a g e .  
S o c i e t s l  problems, p re s su res  and t h e  l a b e l s  of  i l l e g i t i m a c y ,  unwed, 
s i n f u l ,  we l fa re  mod:her an d 'no good' are i n f l i c t e d  on many young 
s i n g l e  mothers. T 3 i s  i s  not  j u s t  cause t o  -punish a mother f o r  t h e  
rest of he.r l i f e  by denying h e r  knowledge of h e r  c h i l d ' s  well-being. 
The t r a d i t i o n a l  clos.ed rlethods o f  adopt ion a r e  a s o c i e t a l  form of 
punishment t o  t h e s e  b i r thmothers .  I t  says they  a r e  no t  worthy; . 
It makes l iars  OUT of them because they  must deny t h e  e x i s t e n c e . o f  
t h e  c h i l d  t hey  box c . 
Open Adoption allo-4s th,? b i r thmother  t o  t ake  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h e r  
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p a r t  of  t h e  adoption p l a n , .  When people ask January i f  she  has  
ch i ld ren  she r e p l i e s  i n  a conf ident  manner - 

"Yes', I have two b e a u t i f u l  ch i ld ren .  They d o  not  
l i v e  with m e ,  however, because they are being 
parented  by someone e l s e .  I made a r e spons ib l e  
adoption p l a n  f o r  them as I f e l t  I could no t  Parent  
them e f f e c t i v e l y  due t o  my emotional and f i n a n c i a l  
s t a t e " .  

Sadly our  Jigsaw members who are bir thmothers  are no t  involved i n  
.Open. Adoption and had l i t t l e  say  i n  how t h e  adoption would .work. For 
most o f  us  t h e r e  was no choice bu t  t o  do what our  p a r e n t s ,  d o c t o r s ,  
soc5aJ. worker t o l d  us .what  w a s  b e s t  f o r  t h e  baby. Often w e  were 
i n s t r u c t e d  not  t o  look a t  t h e  c h i l d  we bore ,  and t o l d ' t h a t  we would 
f o r e e t  it and g e t  on with our  l i f e ,  A t  least w e  a r e  see ing changes . 
i n  some of  t h e s e  a r e a s  now, bu t .wha t  i s  lacking is t h e  understanding 
t h a t  a bir thmother  g r ieves .  t h e  l o s s  of  h e r  c h i l d  f o r  yea r s ,  and needs 
much suppor t  from family and t r a i n e d  counse l lo rs  af ter  p a r t i n g  with 

, t h e  most precious g i f t  t h a t  can be given.  

B u t . t h e r e  is  much cause f o r  tis a l s o  t o  hold up our  heads i n  a conf ident  
manner, We had' l i t t l e  choice., b u t  we s i n c e r e l y  be l ieved t h a t  
,adoption would provida a , b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  our  c h i l d  and because we 
loved t h a t  c h i l d  s o  dsd r ly  we  wanted t o  do what seemed b e s t  f o r  him 
o r  .her .  Perhaps w e  can gradua l ly  f i n d  t h e  courage t o  .say ".Yes I had 
a b e a u t i f u l  bahv and ~ r o v i d e d  him with t h e  b e s t  l i f e '  I could 'by 
al lowing him t o  be adopted". No one has  t h e  r i g h t  t o  cr i t icise - 
our  s o c i e t y  d i d  no t  o f t e n  al low any o t h e r  choice.. 

Now . t h e r e  are more op t ions .  I f  adopt ion i s  chosen a mother can . ' 

i n s i s t o n  having a say  i n  what s o r t  of adoption p l a n  she wants. She 
can take t i m e  t o  meet t h e  p rospec t ive  paren t s  a n d . g e t  t o  know a l i t t l e  
about them, she  does 'not  have t o  s i g n  t h e  c o n s e n t  p'aper u n t i l  she  i s  
happy about ,  it. . She can fe& h e r  baby u n t i l  it is adopted. S o c i a l  
Welfare w i l l  a c t  as a in termediary  and pass  on photos and let ters  
f o r  a. s h o r t  t i m e .  This  i s r e a l l y  Open Placement - it may s t i l l  be 
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h i s  t c  develop i n t o  an Open Adoption which carries on 
what has .been  s t a r t e d .  S o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  a r e  slow t o  change. 'What a 
l o t  of  ' b u s t  t h e r e  hes t o  be between t h e  3 o r  4 pa ren t s  ' involved f o r  
Open Adoption t o  work w e l l  f o r  t h e  c h i l d .  , .Some people are doing . . 
t h i s  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  it r e a l l y  can work. 
I t  should be.mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  are s t i l l  any number of  people 
t r y i n g  t o m a k e  d e c i s i j n s  f o r  a  b i r t h . m o t h e r ,  it i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  she 
assert h e r s e l f  and ob ta in  t h e  b e s t .  poss ib l e  arrangement f o r  the  ch i ld :  
and h e r s e l f .  

#**ft,k*******%ii* 

Anqther book t o  t r y  f o r ,  b y . B e t t y  Jean  L i f ton  i s  "LOST AND FOUNDv 
published by Bantam Books Inc .  New York. 

One chap te r ,  "The Chosen Babyt1 d i scusses  how t h e  usua l  s t o p  .of  t h e  
' , c h o s e n  baby a s  t o l d  t o  young adopted c h i l d r e n , , c a n  be t h e  beginning 

of t h e  d i s t o r t i o n  of  r e a l i t y , ' t h e  seeds of a confusion t h a t  w i l l  grow 
i n  him as he grapples  f o r  some sense  of a u t h e n t i c i t y  over  t h e  years .  
The c e n t r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  woman who gave b i r t h  t o  t h e  c h i l d ,  i s  
usua l ly  missing from t h e  s t o r y  t o l d  t o  t h e  adopted c h i l d .  Some 
adoptees have s a i d  t h e  s t o r i e s  made'thern f e e l  twice r e j e c t e d  once 
by t h e  n a t u r a l  pa ren t s  who d i d n ' t  k e e ~  t h e p  ,and by t h e  adoptive 
paren t s  who cou ldn ' t  have a  baby o f  t h e i r  own. Being ' chosen' 
meant being second-best ( t h e  couple choosing.adopt ion only after 
f a i l i n g  t o  achieve t h e i r  own c h i l d ) .  I 

"The Adoptee a s  Doublet' another  c h a ~ t e r  exp la in ing  how adoptees 
unconsciously spend t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  sea rch  of  t h e  missing p a r t  of 
themselves - sometimes f e e l i n g  as though they  have a twin - o r  another  
posa ib le  self t h a t  would have emerged had they been kept  by t h e i r  
b i r t h  p a r e n t s ,  o r  had they  been 'chosen'  by a d i f f e r e n t  couple,  o r  
t.ad they been t h e  c h i l d  t h e i r ' a d o p t i v e  paren t s  might have had,. had 
they been f e r t i l e  .......... 
A thought provoking book. I b e l i e v e  a l l  p a r t i e s  i n  an adoption w i l l  
l e a r n  much from t h i s  book and w i l l  be. ab l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  wi th  t h e  

. f e e l i n g s  it discusses. 
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"THE ADOPTION TRIANGLEn- Those who donated money f o r  a copy of  t h i s  book 
t o  be s e n t  t o  an M.P. should know t h a t  t h e r e  has  been a delay  i n  
ob ta in ing  enough copies .  I f  t h e  books d o n ' t  a r r i v e  i n  time t o  be .. 

d ---'- u s e f u l  f o r  t h i s  purpose, we w i l l  r e fund  your money. Thank you anyway, 
your donation i s  much apprec ia ted  by t h e  law-change sub-committee, 

"ADOPTI0N;PROCEDURE - DOCUMENTATION - STATISTICS NEW ZEALAND 
1681  - 1 9 8 1  . L O O  YEARS" by Kei th  G r i f f i t h  
Publ ished by Keith G r i f f i t h , l 9 8 1 .  (235 Karori  Rd.,Wellington) 

This  i s  t h e  t i t ' le  of a most comprehensive 'book about adopt ion i n  New 
Zealand, and should be i n  every Pub l i c  Library .  P l ease  ask your 
Library t o  g e t  it, I t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  au thor  a t  around $20.00. 

>t*******+* 
A member i n  England 'shares h e r  d ~ a r y  wl th  us: 

1 0 . 3 . 3 1 :  Today i s  t h e  d a y . 1  had been wai t ing  f o r  after f o u r  years  of 
hard  saving.  I was going t o  New Zealand t o  f i n d  my f a t h e r .  A l l  I knew 
about him was h i s  name and t h a t  he was a seaman. 

Fr iday,  15th :  We a r r i v e d  i n  ;Jew Zealand. Mary, a f r i e n d ,  was wi th  m e  
and we went t o  Hamilton t o  s t a y  wi th  a f r i e n d  of h e r s  - t h e  f r i e n d  
a l ready  had v i s i t o r s  named Pa t  and B i l l .  We were in t roduced t o  them, 
and w e  a l l  went t o  bed. Next day P a t  and B i l l  suggested it would be 
b e t t e r  if I went t o  s t a y  wi th  them n e a r e r  Auckland. We discussed  t h e  
way w e  were going t o  f i n d  my f a t h e r .  We thought of an Ad. i n  t h e  
persona l  column, b u t  w e  were no t  p inning any hopes on t h a t .  I was a l s o  ' 

t o  r i n g  t h e  Union Stearnship Company. If t h a t  d i d  n o t  work, B i l l ~ w a s  
going t o  g e t  a newspaper r e p o r t e r  o r ' a  T.V. r e p o r t e r  s o  no matter what 
w e  decided I would f i n d  my f a t h e r .  

make some e n q u i r i e s  f o r '  me.  I t h e n  rang Jigsaw bu t  had t o  dait f o r  . 
t h e  o f f i c e  t o  open t o  makeamy appointment. P a t  t hen  rang me back 
wi th  t h e  name of my f i r t he r ' s  sh ip!  B u t . t h e  sh ipping company had gone 
bankrupt: She a l s o  had rung t h e  paper and p u t  an Ad. i n .  Then I 
spoke t o  Peggy a t  Jignaw, and she  gave me an appointment f o r  .lo a.m. 
t h e  following day. 

Tuesda 18th :  When I i l r r ived I t o l d  Peggy how I had a l r eady  found my 
&er 4 yeani ago. I t  waa made easier f o r  m e  because t h e  law 
on adoption had been changed i n  England, al lowing any person over  1 8  
years  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  n a t u r a l p a r e n t s .  I had t o  be counsel led by a 
s o c i a l  worker and an adopt ive counse l lo r .  It took a few weeks, b u t  
one Friday I had a phcne c a l l  t o  say  my n a t u r a l  mother had agreed t o  
see me, so  it was up t o  m e  t o  make t h e  arrangements. I wrote h e r  a 
l e t t e r ,  descr ibed myself and a r ~ a n g e d  to ,mee t  h e r  t h e  fol lowing week. 
When I a r r i v e d  i n  Sou t :~  Sh ie ld  and even tua l ly  found h e r  s t r e e t ,  I had 
second thoughts ,  I wzlked up and down t h e  s t ree t  about  5 o r  6 t imes 
and even tua l ly  plucked up enough courage t o  knock on t h e  door. I f e l t  
very s t r ange  - it was as though I had known h e r  a l l  mv l i f e ,  and y e t  I 
had j u s t  m e t  h e r .  She said she  had always known t h a t  I would f i n d  h e r  
so  when t h e  s o c i a l  worker v i s i t e d  h e r  s h e  s a i d  she  knew what she  had 
come f o r  and s a i d  ' y e s ' .  My n a t u r a l  mother d i d  most of t h e  t a l k i n g ,  
I j u s t  l i s t e n e d .  She t o l d  m e  t h e  reason why she  ~ u t  m e  up f o r  
adopt ion ,  I accepted h e r  reasons .  Then my h a l f  b r o t h e r  came i n  and it 
was q u i t e  unusual - he looked l i k e  me and w e  had t h e  same l i k e s  and 
d i s l i k e s .  My n a t u r a l  no ther  s a i d  he had always known about me. 
We s t r u c k  up a good s t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  which even today i s  verv 
s t rong .  The onlv thin!; i s  I cannot b r ing  myself t o  c a l l  Marianne 
Mother, but  through t i m c  I hope t h i s  w i l l  c o r r e c t  i t s e l f .  
After I had t c l d  Peggy a l l  t h i s  she  s a i d  she  thought  I was going t o  
be lucky and she  made me some cof fee .  Then - she  s a i d  my f a t h e r  had 
j u s t  phoned P a t  be fore  I a r r i v e d  and t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  meet me!!  
Peggy suggested t h a t  she  come with m e  t o  meet my . f a the r ,  but  I s a i d  no. 
She s a i d  he was going t o  r i n g  m e  a t  1 2  noon t o  make arrangements t o  
meet me t h e  fol lowing day. When I l e f t  t h e  o f f i c e  I d i d n ' t  know 
whether t o  laugh o r  c r y .  My f a t h e r  rang me a t  1 2  noon e x a c t l y ,  and 
w e  decided t o  meet under t h e  Post  Office clock a t  noon t h e  next  day. 
The f e e l i n g  I had was t o o  g r e a t  t o  d e s c r i b e ,  i n  f a c t  when I s e n t  a 
telegram t o  my S o c i a l  Worker, I d i d n ' t  know what t o  w r i t e .  I never 
s l e p t  much t h a t  n igh t  b ~ t  I th ink  it was understandable!! 
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Wednesday 19th:  I was very e x c i t e d  today because my l i f e - long  ambition 
was t o  be achieved.  B i l l  took me i n t o  Auckland - w e  seemed t o  h i t  

e v e r y r e d  l i g h t  and t h e  minutes seemed. l i k e  hours .  B i l l  asked me what 
my f a t h e r  looked l i k e ,  and I had t o  say  t h a t  I f o r g o t  t o  ask him. The 
clock s t r u c k  noon, I thought h e  would appear but  'he d i d  no t .  F i n a l l y  ' I  
saw a man s tand ing  under t h e  Post  Off ice  c lock .  When B i l l  went over it 
turned ou t  t o  be him. I f e l t  a l l  t h a t  w e  wanted t o  do was hug each 
o t h e r ,  but  t h e r e  was t o o  much d i s t a n c e  between u s ,  The f e e l i n g  I had 
was d i f f e r e n t  t o  meeting my n a t u r a l  mother, and h i s  f irst  words were, 
"how are you?" I s a i d  " f i n e " ,  and h e  said he was okay, t hen  w e  
walked B i l l  t o  h i s  car. We went f o r  a d r i n k  - he  wanted t o  have lunch 
b u t  I cuu ldn ' t  eat anything,  t h e r e  was s o  much t o . a s k  i n  such a l i m i t e d  
t i m e .  He s a i d  he  was proud of ' m e  t o  have come a l l  t h e  way from England 
t o  f i n d  him. The two hours  went very q u i c k l y ,  bu t  he s a i d  h e  would l i k e  
t o  s e e  m e  again .  I wanted t o  go with him, b u t  I knew it was q u i t e  
impossible ,  as h e  had s a i d  h i s  -wife would no t  accep t  m e .  
F.or t h e ,  f i r s t  time I f e l t  a whole person.  I had my i d e n t i t y  and a 
sense  of belonging. It took a long time t o  come o f f  cloud n i n e ,  but  
t h e  f e e l i n g  was great.  I m e t  my f a t h e r  t w i c e  more and he rang me 
s e v e r a l  times. I came back t o  England a whole person and a d i f f e r e n t  
person - it was as though a load  had been l i f t e d  o f f  my shoulder .  

Here, i s .  a small poem I wrote while  i n  N e w  Zealand: 

"A1' i s  f o r  adoption, i f .  i n  a s t a t e  of  despair! 
"Dl' i s  f o r  doubt f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  care  
"0" i s  f o r  op t ion  most c h i l d r e n  dont t have 
"P" i s  f o r  pa ren t  f o r  c h i l d r e n  ' t o  love 
"T" .is f o r  t r u s t  f o r  both pa ren t s  and c h i l d  . 

Contributed by: Miss A.M.. Johnson, . 
14 Alexandra Terrace ,, \ 

Crock, County Durham. 
' ***It******* , 

I .  0 ' 

OF INTEREST TO THOSE SEEKING BIRTH PARENTS IN AMERICA 

We, have over t h e  las t  nonths e s t a b l i s h e d  a con tac t  i n  the .  U. Se.A. with  
an. o rgan i sa t ion  c a l l e d  "Adoptees i n  Search",  The P re s iden t  'o f  t h i s  
group has  i n d i c a t e d  t o  Jigsaw t h a t  he  is  w i l l i n g  t o  be o f  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  our  r e g i s t e r e d  members who a r e ' s e a r c h i n g  f o r  b i r t h  p a r e n t s ,  whom 
they b e l i e v e  t o  be i n  t h e  U.S,A. ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b i r t h  f a t h e r s  who were 
A m e r i c a n  servicemen. 
I f  members are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  correkpoxiding wi th  America, p l e a s e  write 
i n i t i a l l y  t o  Margaret', c /-  J igsaw f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s .  

fts?*A***k**** 

PRESIDENT ' S OFFICIAL RESIGNATION : 

T o . t h e  Members a d  Committee of  Jigsaw I n c ;  - I n  s tepping down from t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of P re s iden t  of J igsaw,  I wish t o  make it quite c l e a r  t h a t  mv 
reasons f o r  doing s o  arc only t o  provide  t h e  oppor tun i ty  f o r  another  
person t o  b r ing  new ideas  and thoughts  t o  t h e  o rgan i sa t ion .  
There is  much t o  be done, and un fo r tuna t e ly  I do n o t  have t h e  time 
t o  f u l f i l  my p o s i t i o n  i n  g iv ing  it t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  it r e q u i r e s .  
I thank a l l  of you who have worked wi th  me on t h e  Committee, and hope 
t h a t  it w i ' l l  be posa ib l c  f o r  you t o  cont inue  t h e  good work. 
My r e s i g n a t i o n  becomes e f f e c t i v e  from our  1982,Annual General Meeting. 

-- J o s i e  Hendry -- 

SOLICITOR, ACCOUN'IAFlT : 

Have w e  a  So l i c i t o l - ,  and an Accountant who would come on our  
Committee? This would be a tremendous h e l p  t o  us .  . Also,  - someone 
s k i l l e d  i n  applying f o r  Srants.  

D O N ' T  FORGET TO PASS ON YOUR NEWSLETTER 



: of c u r  members, now r e s i d i n g  i n  kmerica, has given permission 
f'o!? t h e  reproduct ion of t h e  fol lowing s h o r t  p i ece  of  prose  she  
; e ,  s h c r t l y  a f t e r  p lac ing '  h e r  baby fo r  adopt ion,  

And would you 

snatch  . . 
t h e  s t i l l ,  moist  cub 

f r o n  t h e  l i o n e s s ,  knowing 

no fear 

of s h m p  c l ays  upon your f l e s h ;  

O r  .dig t h e  r o o t s  o f  some sap l ing '  - tree 
and fear not  

t o  wa-tcl: t h e  sap run  dry  

and c r u s t  upon t h e  bark? 

. Yet you .cake from m e  
, . 

. niy l i f e  blood,.  

c h i l d  of my womb - 
conceived i n  Love *d b o r n  i n  pa in  7 

You would create f o r  m e  - 
t h i s  emp.ty hollow w i t h i n ,  

t h e  long ing  arms and u n f u l f i l l e d  s i g h ;  

tlhy ? 
************* B . H .  1961.  . . 

, . 

, Annual Subscr ip t ion  - payable i n  June 
each yaa r  a f t e r  jo in ing:  $5.00.  , . 

(Please no te  : Members who joined t h i s  y e a r  and members who paid  
- the i r  subs. i n  1981 w i l l  r ece ive  t h e  news le t t e r  &ti1 t h e  end of 1982. 
Subscyiption remiadem w i l l  be sent  o u t  with t h e  f i rs t  1983 i s sue .  
!.Ion-financial members - t h i s  w i l l  be your  last  newsle t te r .  

Address : ........................................ Phone: ............. 
Amount Enclosed : ............................. Cheque o r  MlOrder 

I would l i k e  t o  h e l p  wi-:h: - .  

........... ............. Searching E l e c t o r a l  R o l l s :  Typing a t  Home: 

........... !?elping wi th  i lewsle t ters  : ............. Pol i t i ca l .Work :  t 

Casual Off ice  Work: ................ Dupl ica t ing:  .............. 
............. Jo in ing  t h e  Committee: ................ Photocopying: 

Helping form a Support Group i n  my area: ........................... 
Please re tuzn  t o :  JIGSAW I N C .  , 

P.O.BOX 9 2 2 6 ,  , 

NEWMARKET, AUCKLAND. 

WE UIIZZNTLY REQUIRE MORE HELP - N 0 W ! ! ! 
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