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Greet Ings ! 
T h i s  is t h e  f i rs t  issue o f  EXCHANGE, 

a n e w s l e t t e r  d e s i g n e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
communica t ion  a m o n g i n d i v i d u a l s , g r o u p s  
and a g e n c i e s  interested i n  a d o p t i o n  
i s s u e s  and  happen ings .  

EXCHANGE i s , a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  p u b l i c a -  
t i o n  t h a t  depends  o n  you t h e  r e a d e r  
f o r  s u r v i v a l .  EXCHANGE f a  n o t  a f f i l -  
i a t e d  w i t h  any  p a r t i c u l a r  group.  It 
b e g i n s  l i f e  as a q u a r t e r l y  b u t  t h e  
number of i s s u e s  p e r  y e a r  w i l l  bedeter- 
mined by reader r e s p o n s e .  I f  t h e r e  i s  
none ,  EXCHANGEmaybe q u i e t l y  b u r i e d  
w i t h  p e r h a p s  a tear o r  t w o o f d i s s p p o i n t .  
ment. 

I f  you a g r e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a need  f o r  
a n  exchange  of i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  do 
r e spond ,  Send i n  you r  o p l n i o n s , s u g g e s -  
t i o n s  or  news, Also your  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  to k e e p  o u r  exchange  go ing .  

Send c o p i e s  o f  you r  own n e w s l e t t e r s  
and  items o f  i n t e r e s t  to  p e o p l e  i n  
o t h e r  areas  w i l l  be r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e s e  
p a g e s  

EXCHANGE is i n t e n d e d  t o  be an  i n f o r -  
m a t i o n  v e h i c l e  t h a t  c o u l d  h e l p  t o  
d e v e l o p  u n i t y  and s h a r p e n  a l l  o u r  
e f f o r t s  t o  improve  a d o p t i o n  and a l s o  
p o s t - a d o p t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  

Communication is better t h a n  isol-  
a  t i o n  D 

I ' m  t a k i n g  a gamble w i t h  t h i s  f i r s t  
i s s u e  t h a t  t h e  need f o r  EXCHANGE i s  
rea l .  With  you r  s u p p o r t  and s h a r i n g  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  EXCHANGE c a n  be a use-  
f u l  deve lopment  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
a d o p t i o n .  

L e t  me know what  you t h i n k .  
! 

Teen Adoptees' Problems 

Problems of t h e  a d o l e s c e n t  a d o p t e e  
w i l l  be t h e  f o c u s  o a n  ado  t i o n  6 c o n f e r e n c e  p l anned  y  t h e  V ? c to r i a  
Branch ,Adop t ive  P a r e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
of B.C. , a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i c -  
t o r i a ,  October 23. The one-day pro-  
gram o p e n s  a t  9 a.m. and  s p e a k e r s  
i n c l u d e :  

J o h n  Napier-Hemy, p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  
foster p a r e n t  and a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  
o n  P r e d i c t a b l e  C r i s e s  i n  t h e  Adop- 
ted Adolescent. 

R i c h a r d  Vedan, a n a t i v e  I n d i a n  
s o c i a l  worker  and t e a c h e r ,  o n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  c o n f l i c t s  of n a t i v e  c h i l -  
d r e n  growing up  i n  C a u c a s i a n  homes. 

Bev Tansey ,  a  f a m i l y  c o u n s e l l o r  
and  adop ted  a d u l t  who h a s  worked 
w i t h  o t h e r  a d o p t e e s ,  on  how f e e l i n g s  
a b o u t  a d o p t i o n  g e t  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
b e h a v i o r .  

L inda  P a l u c k ,  a d o p t e d  a d u l t  and 
p r e s i d e n t ,  Canad ian  P a r e n t  F i n d e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  of B,C., on t h e  work  and 
g o a l s  o f  t h a t  v o l u n t e e r  g roup ,  

T h e r e  i s  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  of $ 2 0  
f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  $25 f o r  a c o u p l e  o r  
f a m i l y ;  $10 for members of t h e  spon- 
s o r i n g  g roup ,  T o  r e g i s t e r  or  t o  ob- 
t a i n  more i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t :  
Brenda McCre igh t ,  2336 B e l a i r  Road, 
Victoria,  B.C. V9B 3R1 

KEEP THE POST OFFICE BUSY 

What would you l i k e  t o  see i n c l u d e d  

@- i n  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  EXCHANGE? .W Your s u g g e s t i o n s ,  q u e s t i o n s ,  i d e a s  
o r  criticisms are welcome. Neces sa ry ,  
i n  f a c t .  Reader  i n p u t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  an i n f o r m a t i o n  exchange  s u c h  a s  

E d i t o r  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  hopes  t o  be. 



t* 
TALKING ABdUT A D O P ~ O N :  
ACKNOWLEDQINQ "DIFFERENCF 

When a c h i l d  i s  p l a c e d  w i t h  a 
f a m i l y  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  t h e  p a r e n t s  
are e n c o u r a g e d  to t e l l  t h a t  c h i l d  
of t h e  a d o p t i o n .  O f t e n ,  however ,  
t h e y  are n o t  a d v i s e d  o n  how to  
h a n d l e  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  a u e s t i o n s  

Who i s  my m o t h e r ?  

A d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s ,  b i r t h  p a r e n t s  
a n d  a d o p t e e s  t a l k  a b o u t  l i v i n g  
w i t h  adopt ion . . . about  t h e  s e a r c h  
f o r  l os t  fami ly . . . about  t h e  p a i n  
a n d  joy  t h a t  i s  p a r t  of a d o p t i o n .  
C l a r e  Marcus  
240  p a g e s  $14.95 h a r d c o v e r  

*'A woman's p l e a  f o r  o p e n  l i n e s  
i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  t r i a n g l e . "  

- V i c t o r i a - T i m e s  C o l o n i s t  

A v a i l a b l e  a t  b o o k s t o r e s  o r  b y  mail 
from t h e  a u t h o r  ( a d d  $1.00 f o r  
m a i l i n g )  C l a r e  Marcus ,  3231  Wil l iams 
Road,  Richmond,  B.C. V7E 1 H 8  

J a n  Thompson, social  worker, writer, 
a n d  r e s e a r c h e r ,  d i e d  J u l y  2 8 ,  198.:. 
Ms. Thompson worked i n  p o s t - a d o p t i o n  
s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  C h i l d r e n ' s  Aid Soc-  
i e t y  of M e t r o p o l i t a n  T o r o n t o  and  took 
p a r t  i n  s e v e r a l  p i o n e e r  a d o p t i o n  re- 
s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  fo r  t h e  agency .  S h e  
wrote e x t e n s i v e l y  o n  those s t u d i e s  
for  a number o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

t h a t  f o l l o w .  
Margaret E d g a r ,  a m o t h e r  o f  s i x  

a d o p t e d  c h i l d r e n  and  a social 
w o r k e r ,  c o n d u c t s  s e m i n a r s  to  h e l p  
a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d  adop- 
t i o n .  

Her n e x t  s e m i n a r  w i l l  be spon-  
sored b y  Richmond F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s  
a t  S o u t h  A r m  Community C e n t r e ,  
8880 Williams Road,  Richmond,  B.C., 
o n  October 23. The t i m e :  9:JO a.m. 
t o  3:30 p.m. 

T h e  s e m i n a r  i s  l i m i t e d  to 20  r e g -  
i s t r a n t s  a n d  t h e  fee i s  $30. B r i n g  
y o u r  own l u n c h .  

REGISTRY POLICY 

C a n a d i a n  P a r e n t  F i n d e r s  Associa- 
t i o n  of B.C. now r e g i s t e r s  b i r t h  par- 
e n t s  o f  a d o p t e e s  u n d e r  t h e  age o f  1 9 :  
t h e  l e g a l  a g e  o f  m a j o r i t y  i n  B.C. T h e  
new p o l i c y  was made i n  r e s p o n s e  to 
many r e q u e s t s  from p a r e n t s  who w i s h  
to r e g i s t e r .  

S e a r c h  a s s i s t a n c e  is offered to  
a d o p t e e s ,  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  and  b i r t h  
r e l a t i v e s  o n l y  when t h e  adoptee i n  
q u e s t i o n  i s  1 9  or o l d e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 
t h e  Board o f  Directors. 

F o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  CPFA 
of B.C. a t  202-4381 F r a s e r  St . ,  
Vancouver ,  B-CI V5V 4G4. 

r- I 

EXCHANGE i s  p u b l i s h e d  f o u r  times 
a y e a r  a s  p a r t  of t h e  A d o p t i o n  
R e s e a r c h  P r o ) e c t , w h i c h  i s  d e d i -  
c a t e d  to  e n l i g h t e n e d  a d o p t i o n  
p r a c t i c e ,  p o s t - a d o p t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  
and  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b y  a l l  
p a r t i e s  t o  a d o p t i o n .  

P u b l i s h e r  et E d i t o r  - C l a r e  Marcus  

3231  Will iams Road 
Richmond,  B.C. V7E 1 H 8  
T e l .  ( 6 0 4 )  277-6998 



~ntermediar~ Service 

P o l i t i c i a n s  d o n ' t  a l w a y s  p r o c r a s t i n -  
a t e  on  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s 1  

T h e  new S a s k a t c h e w a n  gove rnmen t  l a s t  
s p r i n g  w a s t e d  no  time i n  p a c k i n g  u p  t h e  
NDP a p p o i n t e d  T a s k  F o r c e  t o  r e v i e w  a 
p r o p o s e d  i n t e r m e d i a r y  s e r v i c e  for a d u l t  
a d o p t e e s  and  p a r e n t s  w a n t i n g  r e u n i o n .  

P a t r i c i a  S m i t h ,  new M i n i s t e r  o f  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  p r o m p t l y  announced  
t h e  C a b i n e t  a p p r o v e d  p o l i c y .  I n  b r i e f :  

M i n i s t r y  s t a f f  d o  n o t  h e l p  w i t h  re- 
u n i o n  f o r  a d o p t e e s  u n d e r  18 y e a r s .  
R e u n i o n  for  a d o p t e e s  18 to  21 i n c l u -  
s i v e  are f a c i l i t a t e d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  
w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r -  
e n t s .  
R e u n i o n  f o r  a n  a d o p t e e  o v e r  21  y e a r s  
o f  age c a n  be f a c i l i t a t e d  w i t h o u t  
t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s .  
I n  e i t h e r  case, s t a f f  p r o v i d e  a d i s -  
creet i n t e r m e d i a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  deter- 
mine ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  w h e t h e r  
t h e  b i r t h  p a r e n t  i s  a g r e e a b l e  to a 
r e u n i o n .  I f  t h e  p a r e n t  r e f u s e a  con-  
t a c t ,  u n d e r  no  c i r c i u m s t a n c e a  w i l l  
r e u n i o n  be f a c i l i t a t e d .  
When a b i r t h  p a r e n t  r e q u e a t s  r e u n i o n  
i t  i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
r e g i s t r y .  The  r e q u e s t  i s  n o t  a c t e d  
upon u n l e s s  t h e  a d o p t e e  i n  q u e o t i o n  
a lso  r e q u e s t s  r e u n i o n .  
I n  c e r t a i n  s p e c i a l  i n s t a n c e s ,  e g g .  
u r g e n t  medical c o n d i t i o n s  or s e t t l i n g  
i n h e r i t a n c e  matters, r e g a r d l e s s  of 
t h e  age o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  may u s e  h e r  d i s c r e t i o n  to  
s e a r c h  a d o p t i o n  f i l e s  and  to  c o n t a c t  
p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  t r i a n g l e  a s  
n e c e s s a r y .  

: A l i m i t e d  amount of n o n - i d e n t i f y i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  b i r t h  p a r e n t s  and  
a d o p t e d  c h i l d r e n  may be released. 
S m i t h  s a i d  s h e  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r i n g  

w h e t h e r  t h e  new p o l i c y  s h o u l d  be con-  
t a i n e d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  as  
d e p a r t m e n t a l  p o l i c y  o n l y .  

T o  r e g i s t e r  or  o b t a i n  t h e  
i n t e r m e d i a r y  s e r v i c e ,  con-  
t a c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  1 9 2 0  Broad 
S t . ,  R e g i n a ,  S a s k .  S4P 3V6 

ADOPTION CONFERENCE SCHEDULED 

* *  P a r e n t  F i n d e r s  I n c .  
F a l l  A d o p t i o n  C o n f e r e n c e  

NOVEMBER 18 - 2 1  

P A R K  PLAZA HOTEL 

TORONTO, ONTARIO 
F o r  d e t a i l s  c o n t a c t :  

Bette R a y f i e l d  
C o n f e r e n c e  C o o r d i n a t o r  
PFI  O f f i c e ,  S e v e n t h  F l r .  
1 2 0  E g l i n t o n  Ave. Eas t  
T o r o n t o ,  Ont.  M4P 1E2 

new groups 
A new P a r e n t  F i n d e r s  g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  

formed i n  S t . C a t h e r i n e s ,  O n t a r i o  and  
i s  r e a c h i n g  o u t  for i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  f i e l d .  

"We would l i k e  to  make c o n t a c t  
w i t h  at3 many o r g a n i z a t i o n s  as  poss -  
i b l e  t h a t  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
A d o p t i o n  T r i a n g l e ,  t h u s  e n a b l i n g  u s  
t o  r e a l l y  g e t  o u r  g r o u p  i n v o l v e d  
a n d  moving o n  t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k , "  
writes M a r g a r e t  H e r t z b e r g e r ,  secre- 
t a r y .  

I f  you w a n t  to g e t  i n  t o u c h ,  t h e .  
a d d r e s s  i s  1 4 6  Richmond Street ,  
T h o r o l d ,  Ont .  L2V 3H4 

The  g r o u p  meets t h e  l a s t  Wednes- 
d a y  of e a c h  month a t  t h e  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y  i n  S t .  C a t h e r i n e s .  

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  a t  o r g a n i z i n g ,  
C a l g a r y ,  Alber ta ,  a l s o  h a s  a  new g roup .  
G e o r g i a  Heard h a s  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  P a r e n t  
F i n d e r s  g r o u p  t h e r e  and a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
membership  h a s  had s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s ,  

Mrs. Heard  p l a n s  t o  o b t a i n  a p o s t  
o f f ice  box number. I n  t h e  meant ime,  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h i s  g r o u p  c a n  b e  made 
t h r o u g h  t h e  Depar tmen t  of S o c i a l  Ser- 
v i c e s  i n  C a l g a r y .  EXCHANGE w i l l  k e e p  
you p o s t e d  when an  a d d r e s s  i s  a v a i l -  
able.  

W i n t e r  i s s u e  news d e a d l i n e :  Dec.1 
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