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Taking Care. of Business

SVNATE HE ARING:: :

Ir—_.

A comm.ttee of ANPC went to Richkmond, Va., on February 6, 1978,
tc present arguments for t‘m changing of the word ing on and meaning

of Senate Bill 7532 periaining to openness and availability of
records as tbey pe'r-ta.’m to adon*-ees.

.-
-,‘-‘-- .- .

-
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The committee sno-casserscn Yarty Martin, outllned the ANPO
position on availability of adoption records, "and ANPO attitude )
~ toward who, what, and whersfors. Eecause of the Jate hour at which
. wWe were f:.nallv abls to btz hzard, Marty had to depart along with
- Barriet. Bo atterpted to pr sortt our case along with lMary who very
deftly aroused the interest ol the committee with heér report on the
liberal posture of her honre st te (1’11‘11‘1.930‘[33) tomard. adoptees-

=’ Senator Wlldnr ‘Cheirman o
Dretty positive vxbas Also
tive. At any rate, since M2

of the heamng commzttee, ga.ve some

Serator Townsend came across as posi- )

i2rty had to depart, EBo, I’ary and Liz,

" along with Senator | walker, wers able to take matters in hand. The
Committee Chair tzbled th= 1 ill--to be redrafted by ANPOC and to be
presented at a later date. ince Senator VWalker is patron of this
bill, the Leglslaulvn Co:::n:.wee will attempt to meet with additional

‘local Senators to gain support for our position, so that we can get

‘more clout. Also, L...z gave a very impassioned talk to the’ committee
which set the mlnds to workx. In all, ANPO came away very much

impressed with the possibility of contlnulng this battle to change
outdated and ancient laws, ani ttltudes .

l

SOCIAL WOCRKERS CCHFERENCE:

The Virginia Council on Sociel Welfare held its annual confer—
erice on March 30, 1978. Included was a2 segment devoted to the
search for biologicz2l roots of the zdult adoptee. JMarty was a
member of the panel and sooks as an adoptee who had completed her
search. Her naturzl mother, +soan, talked about the trauma of
relinquishing a2 crildé. Zd, wno was there as an observer, spoke
for a couple of moments. EZ is lookinz forward to the Conf‘erence
in 1979. He already has plans for an enlightening presentatlon

The Social ‘.n.'orkers, in some instances, want to talfe an improved
position for the adoptez in 2sking the natural mother to stay in touch
with the agency in the a'.er! ors or both wish to make ccntact upon
the adoptee reaching adulthood.

ANPO meetings are held the J.lr'St honday of each month (e:xc'l_udlno-
holidays) at the wa-ul, Servicg/Traveler's Aid Euilding, 19th Street,
Korfolk, Va, at 7:00. We willFglad to assist anyone whose adoption
took place 1n the Virginia Io*w Carolina area. There is never a fee.

ey (=
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Taking Care of More Business }}
'NO WCRKSHOP: - I r U
‘we almost had a Search Workshop. Mary Jo Rlllera.and Nancy
Palmer were forced to cancel their tour of search organizations
because thelr homes were threatened by the recent California mud-
slides. We hope they are hzgh and dry and can.make the trlp in
the Fall 3 L T WREL AT . o e
-ad~.. e cn;ﬁi&iéﬁﬁéT**ﬂ“-Eﬂhfﬁﬁmfﬂﬁmn’tf SELTL L R LT
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BealiZ1ng that dynamite comes in small packages, and in view
‘of the dust storm being stirred up by this gal, we elected Donna
to the positions of Chairperson and Head of Publicity'and.Public
Relations. Among other things, she has written the major mnewspapers

in Virginia introducing her plans for an 1n—depth presentation on’
“the adoptive exnerience.
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We have organized our group into working committees. Each of
‘us who has volunteered to do a job must be devoted to 1its successful
completion. If we don't do it, we're not doing each other any good.
We have a number of goals in mind; some of us may never accomplish
our private goals-—-yetf. we must work positively in the direction of

- the common goal of the organization. We have a responsibility to
project a p031t1ve attitude at all times.

UP_AGAINST THE WALL (or EE LP!)

e

LER

Ed is battllng the Angel Guardlan Hone in Brooklyn N Y. for .
documented records of his first 18 years on this earth, whlch they

refuse to surrender. If anyone has gouged any facts from these people,

" please write ANPO. - | LB S
GREAT THINKERS | T T T

Here are a few numbers to czall if jou ve run out of ideas and
- need a fresh viewpoint, or 1if you just need to talk to a frlend'

Fettie: 853-8918 | ’ | - Donna: 425-7089

¥

Special thoughts from all of us go out to our friend Joyce.

The concept of adoption (or separation) as it now stands is short on
honesty, honor, and dignity. .
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TO THE MOTHER I, AS YET, DO NOT KNOW

Ma* where are you° The only words I could speak as there I set in
solemn.anguish-—uncomfortable in that old wooden seat.

A The repeated phrase S0 many tines said causes pangs in my heart

tearing slowly at my mind knom.ng and still not know:.ng when,
;, - how, and which time

No plurals- no crowds, only one face at a tlme, qulek and'still
non—identlfying'glances crying not loudly but softly one tear for
each fece from tbe one--lonely but still taking the chances.
If not you, then who? One more tear shed leaves one less to be;
No memories to get lost in, only secrets left to see.
In daylight, reality never leaves, sometimes hufﬁing, yet pursued til,
at last, sleep-aets”esla_eneriot,.into dreams of fulfillment this
one is cast. - | | C |

-

Even at this very time, someswhere--maybe here~-t1me becomes an
enemy,  and spoken words a great hindrance to the ears of someone.

lost for a time--years--or forever between lies spoken and
unwarranued fear. ‘

‘But even as time and tears the vision does blur; still an uncut,

unseen umblllcal cords promises; one dey....someday...lt will'be her.
| - . . Your daugnter

‘:. | | ‘ f, ' C e a Q’m,‘ A & ]
:‘,. ] . " '...‘ 3 . . . . .-._1:.
’ - 332 5
I once was a seed " Then the day camen -
Then I was me-~- HJ tears fell like rain _
A bundle of joy | I had flnally discovered. I not only
You tossed me away had a Mother but a sister and

some cousins, and yes,

. d Y.
Like a ragged old toy A cute little brother.

1 searched through the years Now my mind is at ease

So I could dry my tears My heart is very pleased

Of unanswered gquestions and Because now I know who I an.
thoughts y

. nf whn T wvas. G" ' TINA
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