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A NEV YEAR'S RESOLUTION tn make and keep is a promise t o  yourself to attend more of W,A.R.X.*s 
meetings! We meet at  4130 University Yay, ( h t h e r a n  Student Center Bldg.), on the 1st &?d 33rd 
Wednesday's of each month a t  7100 P.M. 
YAKINA CHAPTER; Meets the 2nd a,nd 4th Uednesday's of t he  month a t  7100 P.M. Please contact 
Jo Bouchard at 248-5639 f o r  the meeting plws .  Their m a l i n g  addresa is P.O. BOX #252, Yakima, 
Wash. 98901. 
BREMERTDN CWTERa Meets on the  2nd and 4th Monday's of each month a t  7100 P.M. They are meeting 
at the Olympic Jr. College and please note the change of room number - Room H 105. C a l l  Rose 
K l i n e  f o r  more d e t a i l s  a t  692-6023, a i t e r  6100 P.M. E Y .  

VEX SPECIAL GUESTS attended our Dec. 7 t h  meeting. Tha Honorable Noman B. Ackley, Judge of 
Superior Court, King County was present; along with his charming M e ,  Maria and t h e i r  l i t t l e  
daughter, Sarah. 

Judge Ackley spoke on the subject  af the sealed record doctrine and axPssed hope that i n  
the near fu ture ,  all of the Courts across the nation w i l l  recognize this p a t  need and open 
all records to  court  appointed Interaedisry*~. 

Mrs. N i c e  Thomas, Administrator and Caae Work Supervisor, Fseily Court and Mrs. Jean Norman, 
Case Worker of the  Family Court, (Klng county), were a lao  present. 

I t  w a s  an enjoyable meeting and we feel very honored t ha t  these people took time fmm t h e i r  
busy schedules to visit with us. 

There were over 60 people i n  attendance and many of those who have been reunited with t h e i r  
famll ies  were there  and told  of t h e i r  eearch, the rsunions and the motions they expetienced. 

REFERENCE LIBRARYI The o f f i c e  is building up a rde renoe  l i b r a ry  to  assist with our researching. 
Jus t  recently we received f i v e  'phone d i rec tor ies ;  Manhatten; Aberdeen-Hoquiam; Chicago: Detroit; 
and Greater Dallas. (Nl of the  currant '  yeas * 1977-'78). Ue are grs te fu l  f o r  these donations 
but what is r e a l l y  needed &re old d i rec tor ies ,  i n  fact, t h e  o lder  the better!  Have you got an 
old directory - any area - t h a t  you would-.like to give us? It would be a good idea to  contact 
u s  first t o  avoid duplication, lhank you, 

Ue have o ther  reference material that* may prove valuable to you with your sesrch. C a l l  our 
of f i ce  - we may have an i t e m  o r  two t h a t  would help you. We a l so  have a national z ip  code book. 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONSt We've invited other  groups such aa ours to share ideas and swap newsletters. 
To date ,  the  response hasn't been too good but  we're hoping tha t  part of the  dolay was due to 
the  holldays . 

One group that responded is C.U.B. (concerned United Birthparents, Inc. ), P.O. BOX # 9 3 ,  
Milford, Maine 0179.  CUB is a non-profit organization composed of bir thparents who have 
relinquished children f o r  adoption, but membership is available to anyone. Interested? Yrite 
t o  the  above address f o r  f u r t he r  infomation.  

THANK YOU. SOPHIE1 We are sor ry  that we're losing Sophie, a great Secretary and enthusias t ic  
member. She has  done so ouch f o r  W.A.R.M. and we're t r u ly  going t o  miss her. Thank you, Sophie - 
you a great gal !  

KAYEI Kaye has graciously accepted the du t i e s  as Correspondence Secretary. Thank you, b y e  - 
f o r  allowing u s  to "volunteer" your services! 

NOTARY NEEDED? If you're i n  need to have any papen notarized, bring thera t o  che meeting and 
Wally w i l l  notar ize  them f o r  you, f n e  of cherge. 

And f o r  the  marrled couples, have Ually make up a Community Property Agreement. Wen if you 
have a will ,  a Community Property Agreement wi l l ,  ( i n  most cases) ,  save you the cos t  of a 
probate. Contact Ually f o r  f u r t he r  infornation; 

REFLEC'EONS OF THE PAST YEAR: Although our organization waa f i rs t  s t a r t ed  i n  Aug. of '76, i t  
didn' t  ge t  "off the  ground" u n t i l  Feb. '77, a f t e r  an article appeard i n  one of our l oca l  news- 
papers. Since then, we've seen many changes. Changes that were created out of necessi ty to 
cope with the surge of gmuth, and to  be more a f f i c i en t  i n  a s s i s t i ng  all of the members. 

The aos t  noticeable change was our name f r o m  Birth  Right of Vashini@m t o  Washington Adoptee"~ 
Rlghts Movement, 

Acquiring an of f i ce  meant havlng all of our f i les i n  one locationt  to co-ordinate the " iMer 
workings" of a growing organization and establ ishing a research f i l e  center  plus co-ordlnating 
a cross-date f i l e .  
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But our greatest accomplishment to date  ha8 been i n  galnlng the in te rea t  and support of the 

Superior Courts of King, Snr.:~oalsh and Kltaap Counties and the  varlous aganciea. 

U O K I N C  AHEAD: Ue f e e l  quir3 confiaent t h a t  an Y.A.R.H. g r o w s ,  it8 rathods of o p r a t l o n  w i l l  be 
accepted and respected by el,er. mom agencies and Courts thmughout the  nation, 

I would l l k e  to point out  t h a t  althougfi other  Moptee groupti are f igh t ing  the Courts, the 
3m.lsd Record Doctrine and the Adoption Agencies, U.A.R.H. co-operatea with a l l  parties by 
using a neutral  thixd party the Intenedia.xy, Tbls way, nobody gets "found* without hls/her 
w r l  t t e n  consent. 

CHIEF MEJIIATOR: lhe Boazd decided to have one person i n  charge of a l l  caaes: to be responsible 
f o r  glving the  cases to  our staff of Intenaediarles and to keep track of how t h b i r  searching 
p m j e c t  is comlng along. The B o d  appointed V i  Sprague to  f i l l  thls Important position. 

DEBBY: A big bouqusst of thanks goes to Debby who has baen helping i n  the  o f f i ce  on Friday's - 
f o r  the  last couple of months. We're going t o  miss her  as sha'a going back to school f u l l  time. 

MR. o r  MS. FRIDAY: WHERE ARE YOU? lhe of f ice  is i n  naed of a "gal Fridayn, (or a "guy F'rlday"), 
to help with the necessary but  routine work that must be done. IXltlea w i l l  be recording the 
d a i l y  mall i n  the l og  book, answering letters, f i l i n g  and answering the  phone, Typing s k i l l s  
are not completely necessary - If you can e i t h e r  p r l n t  o r  wri te  clearly. Xf you can devote 
one day a week to Ws worthwhile project,  please contact me e i t he r  at the of f ice  o r  at the 
meetings. 'Ihank you. 

END OF THE RAINBOW: The following members reached their "pot of gold* by being successful i n  
locat ing t h e i r  biological  f d l l e s ,  
Kaye R. of Sea t t l e  roached the end of !her  quest when she located her "long los t "  s i s t e r ,  who 
a l so  l i v e s  i n  Seatt le.  These glrls were seperatai  s ince childhood and they are amazed 'to 
l e a n  they have s o  w a h  i n  couon. Kaye had loaatsd t h e i r  Mom, (who l ivoa In Colorado), 
bst spring. 
Sue Y. of Sea t t l e  jus t  recently met her  natural brother. Although Sue had bnrught her HOB t o  
our Dec. 7 t h  meeting, she fa i l ed  to introduce her. Share on you, Sue! Be sum to bring your 
Mom back t o  another meeting and l e t  u s  a l l  meet U s  lady. 
Stan M. of Sea t t l e  has been m t e d  with his Father, who also l i v e s  here in Seattle.  
Paa M. of Sea t t l e  has been raunlted with her Mom, a l so  af Seatt le.  
Sarah H. of Yaklma has been reunited w i t h  her  family. 
Judy M. of YakLaa located her Mom i n  Iowa. 
Dssiree' R, of YakFma located her Mom i n  California. 
Suzanne W. of YaWPs loca ta i  her  parents in Callfornla ak two brothers I n  the Sea t t le  araa. 
Kathy C. of YaWlaa haa been rsunited with her family. 
Crsgory W. from the Y a k l m a  Chapter haa been successful with his sesrch. 

Congratulations to all of these happy people. lhls makes a grand total of 59 (to date),  
fadl les  who have been reunited. Uhat a wolderful way to start the New Year! 

If I've l e f t  some one'a naae out  of this reunion list, I ' m  tzuly sor ry  but there 's  no way 
I can report  on these very important successes unless I ' m  to ld  about thml 

AN OPEN LETTETt TD ALL MOPTIVE PARE~JU'S: 

I Dear Mom and Dad, 
We have changed diapers, wanned bot t les ,  walked the f l o o r  i n  the wee s m a l l  hours of the 

morning with a screaming ababy i n  our m e .  
I 
! We have cared f o r  t h l e  child i n  every way possible, because it became our child by way of 
I adoption. And because we were saaured tha t  no one could ever ga t  to the  sealed records, we f e l t  

secure i n  our love f o r  this chlld,  and 1t f o r  us ,  
Now colpes the time that creates fear i n  our he-, doubts i n  our a lnds and we punch the 

panic button - HARD! We ask ourselves, "Where have we fa i led?"  
No one has "failed". Just  because our d u l t  adoptee wants to know - no, they NEED t o  know 

I of their b i o l o g i c d  background: they N E D  to know why t h e i r  parents gaw thea up f o r  adoption; 
they NEEXI to know of the circumstances of t h e i r  b i r t h  and they should have eyary r i g h t  to 
KNOW the answers to these VIM questions. Their need to know is soul-~ohsuming. me pY3ssure 

i on them i a  te-fic aad they w i l l  never be s a t i s f i ed  u n t i l  they have the answers. 

I The very thought of the  b io log l cd  m a t s  entering the picture  again is seen M a -at 
to our very existence. This fear l a  a n r tu r r l . f ea r  but i t e a  not nrrantd - it 's a product 

I of our on! imagination. 

I 
In  the na jo r l ty  of casea where the adoptee is  succesaful i n  locrtl hls/her biological 

parents, a friendship is established but the adoptee w i l l  not  turn his 7 her  back on the d o p t l v e  
parants.  The fact is t h a t  when them has been a reunlon, it seems to make the bond of love 

! f o r  the adoptive parents,  stmagar than ever. After all, the  adoptive parents will always 
1 remain Mom and Dad - no one can take t h e i r  place1 
1 By giving your blessings, rasurances, help and understanding yuur adoptee's need t o  know 

i you rlll be =-paid many times with t h e i r  love and grat i tude,  I how - I 've been them. I ' m  

i 
an adoptive father.  

! 

i 
I 
1 i 

I 

t 



'Ihe f o l l o d n g  letter ir  from one of our n a k u i l  Hother's who had attended one of first 
meeting8 last Feb.Ite8 8 burtlhil letter md dm vary g s c l a u s l y  gava her perris810n f o r  me 
to p r i n t  it i n  our n w s l e t t a .  Although It has been about 8 yurr crso tht she wmte this, It's 
one of those klnd of lettam that h.s "no aga" - l tss  rppmprlate  anytire. 

"I would lib thle to be an open l e t t e r  to dl the m a m b e r s  af Birth Bight. 
"LMt night  I attended ay first mmting of B i r t h r i g h t .  It turned out  to be a very dramatic 

even lw f o r  me. Unlike Uls other8 prorent w h o  w . r s  seslring their natuniL parents and t h e i r  
own specrial ident i ty ,  I ma s e t t i n g  art in the  opposita dimetion.  I am a natural mother 
seeking to locate a son who u m  wed f o r  adoption m y   yea^ ago. 

Because I uas the exception to th. rule lrst night, I now f lnd  a des i re  to t a l k  to a l l  of 
m* 

M n g  the  meeting I observed mmy poal t ive aieprsr couritrsat, enthuslaam, excitement ami 
dl the neceMary a t t l t adea  It urrt take to start an adventure such aa you have all begun. 
But I also senaed that sasethlng w a s  d s s .  I sensed t h a t  along with the  d b e n t  and 
enthusiasm there w a s  mch, too much, aksp t l s r  and fear of rmjeetion. I h a d  these questions 
phrosed In  d i f fe ren t  w r p s  bst night1 "Why did It happen?" and " b w  wi l l  I be received?" 

Along w i t h  t h e  other  motives of those proasat at fAe meeting, these put lcu lar  quastions 
echo in my head today and cause as to m i t e  this l e t t e r .  ha we all how, each casa of adoption 
w a s  unique and I cannot dare to speak for  all natural parsnts. Some of you wi l l  f ind  m- 
happiness at the  end of your search. But I b e l l e m  that many of yw ,  I hope the majority 
of you, w i l l  f lnd  receptive aras - parhapa indeed, you wlll give great  joy to soleone who 
has waited many yearn to hear your voice. 

As a natural parent, I have forfeited all rights to know ay son - but you as adopted 
children are j u s t  now asse r t ing  your r i g h t s  and t he  monsntru has to  come f r o m  you. It is 
you who wi l l  change the lam and the  soc i a l  custom surrounding adoption. 

Let ne f ind  some words tha t  w i l l  erase your skeptism and give you assurance. Let me, 
f o r  a moment, represent your natural mother. If ny son w e r s  snong you now, this is what I 
would say to hint 

Vhy did I s ign  tht one paper that aent  you away f r o m  me? Because I loved you. bacause 
I wanted you to  smile yd not cry. I wantad you k, be w r r n  and not cold, I wanted you t o  
be proud and not  know shame. I wanted you to.have a chance f o r  a good and decent l i fe .  
I loved you and I w a n  glven t o  believe a t  the  tlae that I could not  give you these things, 
myself. My l i f e  WM at  ita darkest  then and I wanted you to have l igh t .  

Do I want t o  see you? YES, YES and YES, A W N !  I have needed ;leu so. The patn t ha t  
w a s  i n  the  beginning has s e t t l e d  i n t o  a ,calm ~ c e p t a n c o  but  you never t r u ly  l e f t  me. I 
celebrated every one of your birthdays i n  ny heart. Sorehow, a f t e r  you were gone, I found 
a new Ufe and I now have f o u r  bssukiful children, (sisters f o r  YOU t o  meet). Thcy have 
given me mat joy. h e y  never took your place; i n s t e d ,  through them I loved you. Yhen 
I touch them, I touch you. 

I have M Image in my mind of your face. You a m  s m i l i n g .  I believe that - a l l  that 
pain - it had to mean aomethlng. 

Yes, I want to k n o w  you. To hear your voiae a d  know that you a m  well. I an waiting. 
PLEASE, PLEASE, HURRY. FIND HE! " 

w* 

And a l e t t e r  f r o m  an adoptee who has two brothers t ha t  she is seeking: "I went t o  Skaglt 
County where my two brothers w e r e  adopted to see about ge t t ing  t h e i r  record6 opened. The 
Jud-lwas very nice and he made copies of t he  I.nternediaryss oath, etc.  

Then he sald and I quote: "You can go back and t e l l  your group of people t h a t  this is one 
Judge that u l l l  nevor open the records f o r  any Moptee o r  Natural Paent ."  unquote. 

Later, he sald t ha t  he may o r  r a the r  might rscoasider d i f fe ren t  circuastances, etc. 
He a l so  tod me my case was very unusual and made it sound l i k e  he was going t o  open my 

brother 's  records, but he didno tn. ++** 

How Cone------------ 
In Oregon, the  b l r t h  and death records are confident ia l  and yet,  marriage records a r e  

p lb l i c  records? 
It aems  to me that the S t a t e  doesn*t want it t o  be hown t h a t  you've come o r  you've gone 

but they could c a r e l e s s  who know's when you've been had!!!! 

From a l l  of u s  to a l l  of you, w wish you a Happy and Successful New Year! 
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NEW CONTACTS 
DOTTIE H...... . . . . . . . . . .from S e a t t l e  found h e r  n a t u r a l  

f a t h e r ' s  family i n  Puya l lup ,  a f t e r  
a 30 y e a r  sea rch . , . . .  

CLIFFORD M.. . . . . . . . . . , . .E rom Rcnton, found h i s  natural 
mother  i n  S e a t t l e .  

MARION H................from S e a t t l e  found h a l f  b r o t h e r  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and s e v e r a l  c o u s i n s  
i n  S e a t t l e .  

CARLA L.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from S c a t t l e  found h e r  n a t u r a l  
mothcr and sister i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
and h a l f  b r o t h e r  i n  Washington. 

IIELEN D.................from Utah,  found he'r son  i n  Utah. 

SOBERT T...... . . . . . . . . . .found f a m i l y  i n  Spokane, Washington. 

DARBARA M...............from S e a t t l e ,  found h e r  n a t u r a l  
mothcr i n  S e a t t l e .  

JANET S.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from S e a t t l e ,  found her n a t u r a l  
mother  i n  t h e  E a s t .  

JANICE W....... . . . . . . . . .from S c a t t l c ,  found her n a t u r a l  
mother i n  Spokane. 

V I R G I N I A  P.. . . . . . . . . . . . . from S e a t t l e ,  found h e r  n a t u r a l  
mothcr i n  Spokanc. 

IJILLIAM Elc..............£rom Los Angeles ,  found his n a t u r a l  
mother and b r o t h c r  i n  Washington S t a t e .  

JOHN li..................from S e a t t l e ,  found h i s  n a t u r a l  mother 
i n  Washington S t a t e .  

14ARSllA N... . . . . . . . . . . . . . from S e a t t l e ,  found h c r  n a t u r a l  mother 
i n  Washington S t a t e .  

ANN D...................from S c a t t l e ,  found h c r  n a t u r a l  m o t h e r  
i n  Washington S t a t e .  

PAT V...................from S e a t t l e ,  found h e r  n a t u r a l  f a t h * ? ~ ,  
grandn~o t h c r  , a u n t  and g r e a t  grandrnot.!lcr. 

DOROTIIY I , . . . .  ........... from Iowa found two f u l l  s istcrs ,  onc 
i n  Washington s t a t e  the otilcr i n  
Georgia .  ' 

GREGORY W... . . . . . . . . . , . . f rom S c a t t l c ,  found f u l l  sister i n  
S e a t t l c .  





. . . : . . . . . . . . . : . . .  .. ....... . . .  . . . . . . . . . : . . . :  ....p : ' -  . ., . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . .  . .; .: - . . . .  , . .  
. . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . , .  . 

. .  
.%,:,,'\,:'":, >: 2:.::;f,22?,$pfq .,, 

. . . .  
.:- . I . . . - .  .,.- -. ..t-.i .---L:--&dd-~eL*d-~*A-aa, ;:*,.~.i-~,..'-i.~~.'-.s' - , h - . - , 4 ~ - , . - - ~ b ~ d -  --.r.: ..:. 

. . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . , . . , . . . . . . .  , ,. ;: . :: .:. .,"f.<!.<;: 
. . . . .  : . . . . . . .  .,:,., .: , . . '; t .  ?..?;,, . 

. . . . . .  ; . . . . ' . . '  
. .:.. . .. , 

. . ,, .: 
, . -  Washington Adoptees ' Rights Movement 

NEW CONTACTS 
DOTTIE H................frorn Seattle found her natural 

father's family in Puyallup, after 
a 30 year search..... 

CLIFFORD M..............from Rcnton, found his natural 
mother in Seattle. 

MARION H................from Seattle found half brother 
in California and several cousins 
in Seattle. 

CARLA L.................from Scattle found her natural 
mother and sister in California 
and half brother in Washington. 

iIELEN D.,...............Erom Utah, found h& son in Utah. 

ROBERT T................found family in Spol:ane, Washington. 

DARBARA M...............from Scattlc, found her natural 
mother in Seattlc. 

JANET S.................from Seattle, found her natural 
mother in the East. 

JANICE W................from Scattle, found her natural 
mother in Spokane. 

VIRGINIA P..............from Seattle, found her natural 
mother in Spokane. 

\$ILLIN4 blc..............from Los Angoles, found his natural 
mother and brothcr in Washington State. 

JOHN li..................from Seattle, found his natural mother 
in Washington State. 

11I\RSIIA N................from Seattlc, found hcr natural mother 
in Washington S tnte . 

ANN D...................from Scattle, found hcr natural mother 
in Washington State. 

PAT V...................from Seattle, found her natural fath~?~, 
grandn~othcr , aunt and great grandmor!~er. 

DOROTIIY Ia..............,from Iowa Found two full s i s k c r s ,  onc 
in Wasllincjton state the ofiilcr in 
Georgia. ' 

GREGORY W...............from Scattlc, found full sister in 
Seattle. 

KAREL A .  ............ :-. .. from 'l'c~rncssce, found her 
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