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. . .Bruce G. Foster, President 

In our l a s t  newsletter,  I am sure some o f  our present process w i t h  respect t o  the govern- 
members noticed a triangle w i t h  Parent Finders ment legis la t ion a s  it a f f e c t s  adult adoptees. 
Incorporated inscribed. W e  have o f f i c i a i l  y Presentations have also been made t o  the 
incorporated i n  the Province o f  Ontario a s  a Government c;f Ontario and c(3pies o f  our pre- 
charitable organization. The f 01 lowing have sentation have been given t o  every cabinet 
agreed t o  serve cn our Board o f  Directors i n  minister i n  th i s  province. Also, meetings 
organizing the a f f a i r s  o f  Parent Finders: and discussions have been held w i t h  numerous 
Joseph Brinkos, Mary Jane Brinkos, A l i s ta i r  o f f i c i a l s  i n  the Ministry o f  Community and 
Campbell, Bruce Foster, Me1 Herzog, Sidney Social Services. 
K a t z ,  virginid Mason, Wendie Redmond, P a t r i c i a  
Richardson. The Board o f  Directors have el ec- The P u b l i c i t y  Committee has been meeting on 

ted the following Board Members t o  serve as a regular basis every month t o  formulate 

o f f i c e r s  o f  the corporation: ideas pertaining t o  awareness o f  our organ- 
i zat ion.  T h i s  committee has designed an 

President - Bruce Foster information brochure outl ining the organiz- 
Vice President - Mary Jane Brinkos ation of  Parent Finders Incorporated and 
Secretary - Joseph Brinkos i t s  objectives.  T h i s  brochure i s  i n  the  
Treasurer - Me1 Herzog process o f  being printed and w i l l  be 

T h e  Board o f  Directors have established three 
working committees, made u p  o f  members o f  the  
Board and assisted b y  others from our general 
membership, who w i l l  carry  on the necessary 
detai l  work i n  operating and expanding our 
organization. These committees are: 

1. New Chapters 
2 .  Legislation Changes 
3. Pcblicity . 

The Chapters Conmittee has been most act ive i n  
working toward establishing new groups i n  var- 
ious areas throughout the Province. Groundwork 

I h a s  been in i t ia ted  i n  Collingwood, Brampton 
Mississauga and S t .  Catharines. The Chapters 
Committee h a s  done extensive work i n  establish- 
ing our organization i n  the Windsor area and 
reopening the Kitchener group. 

The Legislation Committee has been making pre- 
sentations t o  various government authori t ies  
over the p a s t  few months w i t h  respect t o  
changes i n  spec i f i c  legis la t ion a s  i t  a f f e c t s  
the social r igh ts  o f  a d u l t  adoptees. A presen- 
tat ion and a request for assistance has been 
made t o  M r .  A r thur  Maloney, the Ombudsman o f  
Ontario. M r .  1Yaloney i s  now examining the 

readily available t o  our members and t h e  
p u b l i c  a t  large. The brochure w i l l  be 
circulated very widely and be available i n  
public l ibrar ies  and a t  p u b l i c  information 
kiosks. The P u b l i c i t y  Committee has  also 
in i t ia ted  a Petit ion t o  the  Governaent o f  
Ontario requesting changes i n  Ontario - - 
legis la t ion t o  establ ish and recognize the 
r ights  o f  a d u l t  adoptees. T h i s  has  been 
done i n  c ~ n  j u n c t i ~ n  w i t h  tho Legislative 
Committee i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  influence leg- 
i s la tors .  

I t  i s  most essential  t o  have a very broad 
base o f  support for our cause and the 
Petition t h a t  i s  being circulated i s  most 
worthy of  your support. We urge you t o  
t r y  and get a s  many names a s  possible t o  
add t o  our l i s t  for presentation t o  the  
Government o f  Ontario. 

* * *  
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. . .Mary Jane  Brinkos, V i c e  President 

***Weare  honoured t o  h a v e  a s  g u e s t  s p e a k e r  
a t  o u r  next m e e t i n g  DR. H .  DAVID KIRK who i s  
a member o f  the F a c u l t y  o f  S o c i o l o g y  a t  
W a t e r l o o  U n i v e r i s t y .  D r .   irk i s  the a u t h o r  
o f  " S H R R E D  FATE", a w i d e l y  read  book on 
a d o p t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1964.  H i s  t o p i c  w i l l  
be "ENLARGING THE CZRCLE OF SHARED FATE". 

D r .  Kirk h a s  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  from a con- 
ference on a d o p t i o n  in  P h i l a d e l p h i a  where he 
spoke  t o  numerous groups  involved i n  the 

a licensed a d o p t i o n  agency".  I h e a r t i l y  
s u p p o r t  this p o s i t i o n  and would be v e r y  
interested i n  h e a r i n g  from o u r  members 
on t h i s  i s s u e .  

W e  h a v e  two new c o n t a c t s  i n  the Province 
o f  Saskatchewan.  T h e y  a r e :  Mrs. E l a i n e  
H a r t t ,  209-929 Northumberland Ave., 
S a s k a t o o n ,  S a s k .  (306-384-0029) and Nrs. 
Hea ther  Adam, Box 3 3 4 ,  S impson ,  S a s k .  
(306-836-4532).  

a d o p t i o n  f i e l d .  H i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  the In Col l ingwood we have  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
r i g h t s '  o f  a d u l t  a .doptees  i s  u n p a r a l l e l e d  and s e a r c h  group headed b y  Mrs. Sandra Pilon 
his c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  h i g h l y   ill S t . ,  S inghampton (705-445-6528) 
v a l u e d .  T h e  m e e t i n g  wi1.Z be a t  S t .  Andrervs wh ich  meets a t  'the Col l ingwood High School 
U n i t e d  Church ,  117 Bloor S t .  E a s t ,  Toronto a t  8 PM on the t h i r d  Monday o f  every month. 
a t  8 P . M .  on June  6 ,  1978.  Sandra  h a s  a s u p e r  group o f  p e o p l e  a t t e n d -  
PRIVATE AD3PTIONS. On A p r i l  1 5 ,  1978 the i n g  her m e e t i n g s  and we  w i s h  you a l l  much 
Toronto S t a r  p r i n t e d  an a r t i c l e  written b y  s u c c e s s  w i t h  your  s e a r c h e s .  - 
Doris Hopper on some o f  the concerns around 
p r i v a t e  a d o p t i o n .  I would l i k e  t o  e l a b o r a t e  
and s h a r e  these concerns w i t h  you: . . . t h a t  b a b i e s  a r e  b e i n g  p laced  i n to  homes 

w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
s u i t a b i l i t y ,  i e .  m o t i v a t i o n s  for a d o p t i n g ,  
age  o f  a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t s ,  e m o t i o n a l  s t a b -  
i l i t y  o f  a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t s .  

... t h a t  unwed m o t h e r s  r e l i n q u i s h  b a b i e s  w i t h -  
o u t  a d e q u a t e  c o u n s e l l i n g ,  i e .  what a l t e r -  
n a t i v e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m o t h e r s  w i sh ing  
t o  k e e p  their  c h i l d ,  what i s  i n  the best 
interest  o f  the c h i l d .  

... t h a t  q u e s t i o n a b l e  p lacemen t s  o c c u r ,  i e .  
where money i s  involved m o t i v a t i o n s  may 
lose p e r s p e c t i v e ,  the w e l l - b e i n g  o f  the 
c h i l d  may be secondary  t o  t h a t  o f  the 
a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s .  

... t h a t  b a b i e s  p r i ~ a t e l y  p laced  a r e  forever 
c u t  o f f  from knowing the ir  o r i g i n s ,  i e .  
the i n f o r m a t i o n  collected tends t o  be 
i n a d e q u a t e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  the a d o p t e e  
while he/she i s  growing u p ,  very sketchy 
m e d i c a l  knowledge  i s  o b t a i n e d .  

Based on those f i g u r e s  which were  q u o t e d  i n  
the S t a r ,  a t  a minimum o f  $800 per  a d o p t i o n  
and over 1400 p l a c e m e n t s ,  one l a w y e r  h a s  
earned  w e l l  over one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  from 
a d o p t i o n  a l o n e .  T h i s  i s  a p p a l l i n g  when i t  
i s  i n d e e d  human l ives  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  

The government h a s  recommended i n  i t s  Green 
Paper t h a t  " A l l  p lacemen t s  for a d o p t i o n  w i t h  
the e x c e p t i o n  o f  s t e p - p a r e n t s  and close 
r e l a t i v e s  ( i . e .  those b y  g r a n d p a r e n t s  and 
u n c l e s  and a u n t s )  s h o u l d  be .  e f fected t h r o u g h  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  we have  r u n  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t -  
i e s  w i t h  o u r  Brampton-Mississauga group  
a s  B e t t y  Ann h a s  t a k e n  on a f u l l  t i m e  j o b  
and i s  unab le  t o  c a r r y  on w i t h  P F I .  Con- 
s e q u e n t l y  there w i l l  not be m e e t i n g s  u n t i l  
we can f i n d  someone who i s  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  
others i n  s e a r c h .  I f  you a r e  interested 
or know anyone who i s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  the 
O n t a r i o  o f f i c e .  

PETITION.  Many o f  you a r e  aware t h a t  we 
a r e  involved i n  a l e n g t h y  b a t t l e  w i t h  the 
Province o f  O n t a r i o  over the q u e s t i o n  o f  
open records for a d u l t  a d o p t e e s .  Unless 
we have  the s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  members and 
their  h e l p  whenever n e e d e d ,  o u r  chance o f  
s u c c e s s  i s  g r e a t l y  d i m i n i s h e d .  A t  t h i s  
t i m e  we  a r e  a s k i n g  for your  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  
s i g n i n g  the eac20sed ps t i t i on  on page 7 
and o b t a i n i n g  a s  many other s i g n a t u r e s  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  Some o f  you h a v e  a l r e a d y  received 
a c o p y  o f  the p e t i t i o n  and returned t o  u s  
the names you were a b l e  t o  o b t a i n ,  however, 
we  mus t  have  more r e s p o n s e  than we now have  
which i s  s l i g h t l y  over 1000 s i g n a t u r e s  - 
v i r t u a l l y  no s u p p o r t  for o u r  c a u s e .  WE NEED 
YOUR HELP NOW! MAKE COPIES  OF THE P E T I T I O N ,  
GIVE THEM TO YOUR F R I E N D S ,  RETURN AS MANY 
PAGES AS POSSIBLE TO U S  BY THE END OF JULY. 
OUp CAUSE IS  CREDIBLE,  PROVE I T !  GOOD LUCK! 

Our O b j e c t i v e s  a r e  threef 01 d : 
1. T o  seek changes  i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  which 

p r e s e n t l y  denies a d u l t  a d o p t e e s  a c c e s s  
t o  records p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the i r  a d o p t i o n .  

2 .  T o  p roqo te  a feeling o f  o p e n e s s  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  the minds  o f  the  p u b l i c  
c o n c e r n i n g  the concep t  o f  a d o p t i o n  and 
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Cont'd. 

i t s  e f f e c t s  on a l l  members o f  the  adoption 
triangle.  

3. To maintain an active provincial and 
national cross-reference registry system 
o f  Adoptees and B i r t h  Relatives. 

* * * 
RURAL SEARCH 

The r u r a l  search l i k e  any other must begin w i t h  
certain basic information. Your place o f  birth 
and your birth name. T h i s  information may be 
obtained from a number o f  sources, an Adoption 
Order, an original Bap t i sma l  Cer t i f ica te  or a 
Court Order changing your original name. 
Another important source o f  information i s  the 
local C h i l d  Welfare o f f i c e  through which you 
were adopted. You should obtain a l l  non-iden- 
t i f y i n g  information direct ly  from tkis  o f f i c e ,  
preferably i n  person. Social Workers w i l l  
u s u a l l y  give more detai ls  (even i f  they are 
insinuations) face t o  face than they w i l l  b y  
phone or l e t t e r .  I f  it i s  not possible t o  
arrange an interview, then certainly you should 
use the l a t t e r  methods. 

One other factor t h a t  should be kept i n  mind 
- your mother d i d  not necessarily l i v e  i n  the 
town i n  which you were born. Now you are ready 
t o  begin your search... 

On a map draw a c i rc le  w i t h  a f i f t y  mile r a d i u s  
around your place o f  birth and for each town 
(vi l lage or hamlet) s tar t  searching for families 
w i t h  your birth name. The following sources o f  
information should be contacted b y  l e t t e r  or 
phone : 

1. P u b l i c  l ibraries  - most public l ibraries  have 
old copies of  c i t y  directories. A s k  the l ib- 
rarian t o  check for l i s t i ngs  under your birth 
name f i ve  years Eefore and a f t e r  your actual 
date o f  birth. Always enclose two dollars t o  
cover the cost o f  photo-copies, postage and 
service charges, i f  any. You w i l l  a lways  be 
pleasantly surprised when you receive exact 

3. General Stores - people who run these . 

stores usually know everyone i n  the 
area. I f  they are not able t o  help you 
direct ly  they w i l l  almost certainly 
pu t  you i n  contact w i t h  'oldtimerst 
who are natural historians. 

4 .  Churches - again you are looking for a 
connection w i t h  the name. Ministers, or 
other oldtirners who may have known your 
natural mother. 

5. Nursing Homes - depending on your own 
age, your mother may even be a resident,  
however, i f  not ,  there i s  a good chance 
t h a t  someone who i s  knew your mother's 
f a m i l y .  

6 .  Town Clerk - these people have records 
on local families from many sources b u t  
the most obvious one would be property 
records. 

W i t h  a l l  these sources you are always trying 
t o  make a connection w i t h  someone who has 
the same name a s  your natural mother. The 
more people you a s k  i n  each community, the 
greater your chances o f  making th i s  connec- 
t ion .  A l w a y s  give the name, approximate age 
and physical description i f  a t  a l l  possible. 
Don't give u p  easi ly .  Ask eb:eryone you come 
i n  contact w i t h  i f  they know or knew someone 
f i t t i n g  the description o f  your natural 
mother. 

A s  a c i t y  dweller I found the fr iendly,  
sincere and helpful  a t t i tude o f  everyone I 
contacted, very refreshing. After  many 
frustrating weeks o f  writing and phoning, 
my own search came t o  an abrupt  h a l t  w i t h  
one phone c a l l  t h a t  went something l i k e  t h i s  

Town Clerk: "I 'm forty-nine as well and I 
went t o  school w i t h  a g i r l  o f  t h a t  descrip- 
t ion.  We s t i l l  send Christmas cards t o  each 
other. Her married name is . . . . . . .  I I  

change w i t h  the answer t o  your request! Not Me: llOh...OH! uh ,  thank you very much. I )  .. I I I  - 
a l l  small towns have c i t y  directories b u t  .. this  i s  an excellent pretext. Who knows, Good luck. Sandra. A t  yea. 

* * * * *  
perhaps the librarian knew your mother! 

Check your ~ i b r a r y .  - - 
2 .  High Schools (or County Boards o f  Education) Adoption and F a m i l y  L i f e  - N .  Kornitzer 

- ask  i f  they had students w i t h  your birth The Search for Anna Fisher - F .  Fisher 
name a t  t h a t  school around the time o f  your Children o f  Special Value - D.  Anderson 
birth.  They may also be able t o  p u t  you i n  Adoption Today - Rae1 Jean Issac 
touch w i t h  teachers who t a u g h t  a t  t h a t  time. The Adoption Triangle - A. D. Sorosky 
These people are usually an invaluable source 
o f  information. 

~very th ing  secret degenerates; nothing i s  safe  t h a t  does not 
show it can bear discussj.on and publicity - Lord Acton. 
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