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ks most of you Lncw, Jean and
T atternded wnne Flrst Conrventlon
1n Wasningtop, D.C. We were soO
pleased to xeet Jean ¥Faton, Susen
Darke, Bmze Vilardi, Donpne Cullon,
Nancy 3itterly, and others too
numerous to zenvion nere. We were
also with tnoge from FThils. snd
Linde ®ursgess agaln for a welcons
reunion. '

The Conferelce wes uulque for
pany because Lt was the first tine
they nad been with others who
shared those awiul feelings we all
know atecut, I ncticed many 3ccial
wWorkers, Adoptaes, and MAMY 3Mrih
Psrents. Representation by Adopitlve
Ferernts was guite small,

We are led to btelleve that the
Adcpiive Ferent hes little to do
vltn this. I &3 sure they do.
wWhere were the Adoptive Tarent
Groups??? Adcprtion is a Priangle.
We @aust work together if tne in.
verest of the c¢rild 1s to be served.

rootorints in tne sands ¢f time
ara {07 made sltiling downili!
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LCVE IN A3URDaALCE

ho ] e . . - L. B |
Zzeh 0f us ls sesrouin

g for
the fauzlly we never xunew. Wnen
one of our zemvers finds & good
reception, tney come away feeling
loved. It 45 a love that cannot be
explalined. For taose of us wao
have hud unn PV reur‘o“a, We DUzt

seek comfory Irox eacn other.
I3 There more? 3See page 2,
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By PETER LED
Posl-Gataty o Writw

She was 13 when sie lound out and lor more than
a yagr (it seemed lika 10 years, she would later
cay)-qhe kept the saered- fram her mother,
' But it wouid have Lo come ont sameitme ~ and
18 gjd Juzing na2 af thigns motber-teen-age daughter
{rwngnts, v

iavhe i vey Ypew awrything there was Lo
know, vou weuldn't G diky Uils ¥ the mother said. ¢

“tayte [ xnaw more han vou thing T know,” the -
davghtor replicd /&t was oo (hrowaway boe. The 7 )
mebize puseiyilartled. The dauglier's seeret o o
catne tumbling quif She Ywew s\e was adeptad. "
“Fawer and Lwer adupad caildren of today have - g
to ga theauen tha shoes of discovery that Jean Vine . )
¢2al, 2 A woman of £0, did simost 40 years azo. .

The werecy syerounding adoption tas dumim - !
ished. Adoptive parents are routinely advised nat to -
koen their cuildren's onging from them.

o 5.7 thinkln? hagd hsen that the child should be
" spared the confusion and pan of having two fathers

ahd two maothers.

But like Jean Vincent, thz children inevilably
found cut, it seemed. For many, the discovery trig-
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S director of Pitsburgh Adeption Lileltne, whose pri

oy mary goal 1s o help adupted children who are now
adults successfully complete that search. Group
members also speak before adoptive parents’
qupa in the Pitlsburgh area un the s[»ecial prob-
ems aond concerns adopted children face,

*Adopted children dre unique and much harder
to deal with,” says Mrs. Vircent. who notes that the
shicide rate among adopted teen-agers is high.

It's essential, she believes, that adupted children
know from an early age they're adopted. “"But
that's not going to be the total amswer.”

For one thing, adopted clildren feel rejection
more ac-utetr. becayse u\ez have bheen “rejected”
by the people who guve them life

“The child will wonder why his birthpareots
dida't Keep him: *If they didn't want me and that's
wbat they think of me, maybe the same thing will
bappen with my adopled parents’ "

¥or some adopted children bicthdavs are borm-
“ble remunders ol rejection.

Because of that {eeling they may need more love
“so 3n adopled mother almost has Lo Pve more,”
mys Mrs. Vincent. '

visq  kers @ long and impassioned search. ¢
YRvaryooe else has two parents,” says Mrs, Vip- "
§ cenl. "Wz have lour — two regl and two ghoets, .1
v -4 Peace ol mind comes only alter the ghosts are ra- '
: .. ‘ pleced by the real people.’cwc . Los7h Aa &
s s Mr3. Vincent, who lives in the North Hills, is co-
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. There are other issues, Sometimes the child 15
: nol accepted by other members aof the famuly, such
3 35 aunts and uncles. Sometumes the child will want 2
E__ 1 Lo know more about fus hackground than even the
. 3 parents know o
e “My suggestion 1S to be open and talk about 3 [T
E i problem. I{ you notice a child sulking, quarreling or '
o 3 daing anything differently, talk about 1.
R oy As a girl, Mrs. Vincent wondered why there were
2 no baby pictures of her in the {amily atbum. These ‘
2 were the Depression days, she was told; there was
it no money for pietures. But she neticed there were
P pictyres of ber brother, who was only o few yeurs

-3

A

She fearned the real reason {rom her drother. He ‘,"_',”-..‘.“
tald ber he had been 1n on the fanuly deciston 1o ol
adopt a little pir). She was 3 at the ime she jomned 20
the {amuly. )
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Al Dar cwad =xpence, Jean nes
had a punong luscaelled in her nome v
for FPAL usa2 only. This number will

be listed in the new phonre tooks
under Flttsburgh Adoption Lifeline,
This will meke 1% easiar Ior new
memvers Lo find us. And also for
Jean wnen the femlly (Timmy) is
axpecting a call., The xnumber %o
call 13 4433370 ,

CHAMZI ON

Congraduiations are in order
for Jean's son ?in. Jeen could not
attend Jure meeting because she
end her husband went to see Tim
in Phils, for the State EBowling
Chanpionships. Tim ceme home with
the Title, & trophy, and elso a
Scnolarsnip. Tim is 15 yvrs. old.

Roll cn, Timll]

IN MZMCRY CF

de regret the losgs of one of
our memoers. Hrs. Patricias Roche
passed away a2t the age of 33.
Patricla was a8 neighbor of mine,
end had Just found her sisters
vefore Corlstmas. I don't belleve
she was able to meet them because
of ner lingering illoness. Patty
never told me she was 1l1ll. She
we g never ouxe 40 complaln really.

Tat lesves behind three sons
and her nusvand Kobert, My most
sincers sympathy to =sach one,

2 Corintnians 5:4,6,8

For we that are in thls teber-
nacle do groan, being burdensad:
not for tnat we would be unclotned,
but c¢lotned upon, that mertallity

mixnt ha swellowed wp of 1ifa,

JReTelore de AU dawd)ys coailaent,
knowing that, whllst we are at home

in the vody, we are absent Irom the

Lord; 4e¢ are counfident I sey, snd
willing rather to be absent from
tne body, axnd to be present with
the Lord.

/R/
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LOYVE IN ABUNDALCE (cont.)
Many tlmes we forget the 304
sayount of guilt thnet eacn of us

~~
£
-

i AD

‘garries. The Adoptee feels guily

for wenting to search. The Elrih
Farent is sorry toet things were not
different. The Adopiivae Tareuts
wonders wnat they could nave done
wrong thet we are not "satlsfied".

‘ntll we can forglve cursalves, we

cannot hope for otvhers to forgive
us., We cen not forglve ourselves
because we have not been forgiven,
whet a needless, viclous clrcle.
How many o7 you are loved, forglven,
end able to forgive? Plck up your
bibles and read Revelation 1:5,.

Unto Hin thet loved us and vashed
us frem our sins in His own blood.,

ALCPTIVE PARENT GROUP-- PFRANKLIN,PDA.

Jean and Judy will be the guest
speakers at a meeting on July 16 in
Franklin, Pa. Any members living in
the area azre invited to attend,
Venango County A.P. Group
Flrst Presovyterian Church
Elk and Park Streets 7:%20 pm

~Checx with Jean before going
i1 case of extended zas shoriare.

LOS? AND FCURD

We are plerninz our own losi and
found column., Anyone wishing to
contritute mey contact Earbare at
the 2,0, Box or by phone. Please
be shoet. Remember that our rews-
letter i1s xpeiled to groups nearly
all over tne counrry. I am hoping
for good participation.

929-5889

in the y¥all, Jn Jareth Sweasman,
psychologiat for Pgh., Guidance Inc.,

will cone and apeak to ws. Keep it
in mind., Will try for QOctobar!




Adoption

(Contipued from Pags 17)

The discovery al age 12, she 22id, pushed her to
the brink of suicide. [t came after her adepted fu-
ther died. Her mother remarried not knowing that
her dsughter knew she was an adoptee. _

When she was sent off to bearding school, 1 felt
they were trying to get rid of me. Whea 1 finally
found out, if { could have dene it, I would have com-
milled svicide, I don't think adopted parents realize
bow deep children think and feel. All tean-agers do,
of course, but adopted children are unique.”

Mry. Vincent suggests that parents ha open abeut
their child's background as early ay possible.

“Sorpe talk to the children as lite as infants,
saying ‘my adopted baby,” while \ussing and uug-
ging. If they grew with the xnssledge, there’s
gever geing W ke the ahocdt”

Mrs. Vincent was curious aboumt ber mcther
{wham.sbe fipully met igg JeA58 200) ub rol ak
all abeut har futner, s

Her father, who eventuaily abandoned lus fam-
ily, was in the hatut of bealing his wife. Tie mnem-
ory of that apparently etcxed itzelf in Mrs.
~Vincent's subcenscious, she believes,

Pittsburgh Adoption Lifeline has helped about
150 people find their natural parents since it was
formed two years ago.

The search i nol unjversally lauded. Mrs. Vin-
cent can remember the TV talk show host who
asked of ber: “How can you ke io vagraieful to yeur
adoptive parents?

“That's heaping everything on a person who al-
ready feels guilt tremendously,” she says.

“Many adoptees have guilt feelings just because
they know they have people raising them who know
and love them wiulg {tkey arej lguxing for other
parents.” ' - T

In fact, it wasn't an unhapp'{l adoplive life that
promoted Mry. Vincent's search. "It didn't change
my fecling for my adopted famuly. 1 just had to dis-
cover who | was. [ realized 1 was more like my
adopted mother than my biolegical mother. What 1
feund o3t was necessary. Now I'm a iotal human
being for the first time in my life. T felt T could
really Landle Lhings better.”

The group’s address 15 Pittsburgh Adopticn Life-
line, Box 613, Rostraver Branch, Belle Vernan, Pa,,
15012. The mectings allow an atmosphere of soli-
darity fer many who have dealt witd their adopted
past in solation. _

"Most ade%ptees would never Lalk Lo anyone who
was adopted. I thought it was unique to me. i

thought my feelings were disgusting. 1 was having
all these questions when I had these wonder{ul par-
ents. [ found out it wasn't just me.".
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