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NEW JERSEY ENTRAPMENT ------ THE FACTS 

You may have heard rumors of something happening 
in NJ, or you may already know most of the facts, but 
we wanted to let you know here, as clearly as possi- 
ble, what we know about the recent entrapment. Ear- 
lier this year there were several mentions made about 
the selling of information from sealed adoption re- 
cords in NJ. In a Newark Star-Ledger Mother's Day 
article about reunions a birthmother was quoted as 
saying that she had paid someone (whom she named) a 
specific amount of money for information about the 
daughter she'd surrendered. In addition, several 
issues of the CUB Communicator referred to Lucy 
pare's search activities, as you know from our last 
newsletter. Some of this information was noticed by 
an adoptive parents' group in NJ who contacted the 
NJ Attorney General's office and demanded prosecu- 
tion of those involved. The A.G.'s office said that 
although they were reluctant to prosecute a birth- 
mother, if the adoptive parents' group could pre- 
sent evidence to them about the exchange of money 
for information which might indicate evidence of a 
crime they would investigate the matter. The a- 
doptive parents' group then contacted Betty Fur- 
ness, now a reporter with NBC News in New York City 
and known for her consumer advocate role. She is 
also an adoptive grandmother in that her daughter 
has two adopted children. Betty Furness got a- 
doptive parents, Jan and Claire Pero of NJ, to 
pose as a birthmother and her husband looking for 
the son she surrendered 12 years ago. The Peros 
attended a meeting of CUB in South Jersey. They 
were working in collusion with NBC News and used 
hidden microphones to tape the entire meeting. 
Their purpose in this masquerade was to entrap 
a person allegedly selling information from the 
adoption records in NJ. Beyond the fact that they 
are adoptive parents we do not know their motives 
for taking part in this action. According to eye- 
witnesses at the CUB meeting,they were very con- 
vincing actors. Mrs. Pero even cried for her 
non-existent lost child. The information they 
used in the set-up was about a real child surren- 
dered for adoption, although it did not pertain 
to the Peros' adopted child. At the CUB meeting 
they met a birthmother who, believing Mrs. Pero 

ORIGINS and Lucy Pare for support and search help. While at 
the CUB meeting, the Peros taped confidential conversations, 
and stole literature that belonged to CUB members. They 
also stole the May/June ORIGINS newsletter. 

Continuing to pmse as a birthmother named Denise, Mrs. 
Pero called Lucy in late June and persuaded her to aid in 
Denise's search for her son. Mr. Per0 arranged to meet Lucy 
to get the information in an all-night shopping center ar 
midnight, after Lucy got off work. When Lucy arrived, tired 
and apprehensive of the strange circumstances Mr. Pero had 
requested for the meeting, she was met by an NBC News crew, 
complete with lights, camera and a reporter. Although ter- 
rified and shocked Lucy handled herself very well, threw the 
money Mr. Pero had paid her for the information about Denise's 
child on the ground, and made some strong statements about 
the rightness of our cause. Betty Furness, who staged the 
entire fiasco showed footage of Lucy "selling sealed adop- 
tion records" in the parking lot on promos every half hour 
the next week. There were also scenes of young children 
playing in a playground with a voice-over saying how adopted 
childrens' safety was now in jeopardy beczuse of Lucy's ac- 
tions. In a four-part series on the 6 o'clock news on Aug. 
3 - 7 two nights were devoted to the filmed "bust." During 
the second two nights an interview, taped several days after 
the "bust" with Lucy, Mary Anne Cohen and Alison Ward, told 
our side of the story. It was unfortunate, however, that 
Betty Furness edited their interview so badly, and chose to 
end the four-part series with the comment that according to 
the many phone calls she'd gotten from adoptive parents dur- 
ing the four days of the series they were distraught with 
fear that their children would be snatched from them by 
searching birthmothers. During the series these unfounded 
fears were repeated several times by adoptive parents, al- 
though never substantiated. The segments also featured the 
Peros and the family of an adoptee whose birthmother had made 
contact. Although it was inferred that the adoptee was a 
child, we now know that he is a 24 year-old married man. 
None of the adoptive family members showed their faces or 
gave their names, and they were presented in shadow. In 
contrast, the three ORIGINS members were in full view and 
gave their full names. The big "horror story" that NBC pre- 
sented was the fact that the adoptive father of the 24 year- 
old adoptee had a heart attack shortly after the birthmother's 
contact, which may or may not be related. Obviously, NBC was 
unable to come up with any stories of minor contact with dis- 

to be a real searching mother, referred her to astrous results because we're sure if there had been anything 
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t h a t  NBC would have used it. 
A s  t o  pending l e g a l  a c t i o n ,  t h e  Attorney Genera l ' s  

o f f i c e  i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  case .  The Deputy A.G. and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  O f f i c i a l  Corrupt ion Unit  of  t h e  
N J  S t a t e  P o l i c e  have contac ted  Sandy Musser by te lephone 
(Sandy is  t h e  VP Branch Adminis t ra t ion  o f  CUB and used 
t o  be  the  CUB Coordinator  f o r  PA/SO. J e r s e y .  She now 
l i v e s  i n  F l o r i d a . )  These men a l s o  v i s i t e d  Mnry Anne 
Cohen and Lucy Pa re  a t  t h e i r  homes. I f  any of you o r  
anyone you know has been quest ioned about t h i s  m a t t e r  
i t  is VITAL to  Lucy's l e g a l  case  t h a t  you n o t i f y  h e r  
immediately. Lucy's a t t o r n e y  has been told.by t h e  
Deputy A.G. t h a t  Lucy may be i n d i c t e d  f o r  conspi racy  
s h o r t l y .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  no indic tments  have been made 
a l though we do expect  t h a t  some l e g a l  a c t i o n  w i l l  be 
taken .  

Lee Campbell, t h e  P res iden t  o f  CUB, has  been won- 
d e r f u l l y  suppor t ive  and understanding throughout t h i s  
c r i s i s .  She f e e l s  t h a t  what happened t o  Lucy could 
happen t o  anyone vho s c a r i h c s  f o r  ir.fo:,atior. and be- 
l i e v e s  t h a t  w e  are a l l  i n  t h i s  toge the r .  She has  
r e f e r r e d  Lucy t o  an a t t o r n e y  who w i l l  defend h e r  
should any l e g a l  a c t i o n  arise and i s  t r y i n g  t o  e s t ab -  
l i s h  a  "Right To Search" l e g a l  defense  fund f o r  thiss 
purpose.  A s  we a l l  know too w e l l ,  l e g a l  r ep resen ta -  
t i o n  is expensive.  I f  CUB i s  a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and 
admin i s t e r  t h i s  fund, Lucy w i l l  g e t  good l e g a l  
defense .  We w i l l  le t  you know more about t h i s  fund 
i n t h e  nex t  i s s u e  of  FIND & SEEK. 

Many people a l l  ove r  t h e  count ry  t h a t  w e  have 
spoken wi th  i n  r e c e n t  weeks have s a i d  "What can I do 
t o  he lp?"  One answer t o  t h a t  i s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
whatever l e g a l  defense  fund t h a t  is set up. Another 
answer i s  t o  vo ice  your pe r sona l  suppor t  t o  Lucy Pa re  
(19 Southard P lace ,  Basking Ridge N J  07920) f o r  what 
s h e  has done f o r  o t h e r s  sea rch ing  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
l o s t  t o  adopt ion o r  t h e i r  b i r t h p a r e n t s .  I f  Lucy 
helped you i n  your own sea rch ,  you n o t  only  owe h e r  
your moral suppor t ,  bu t  a d d i t i o n a l l y  some kind o f  
f i n a n c i a l  suppor t .  She came through when you needed 
he r .  Another e f f o r t  t h a t  is needed i s  f o r  you t o  
e x p r e s s  your f e e l i n g s  about a l l  t h i s  t o  Be t ty  Fur- 
n e s s ,  XBC News,  30 Rockefe l l e r  Center ,  NY, NY 10112. 
Don't l e t  Furness g e t  away wi th  pe rpe tua t ing  t h e  
myths t h a t  b i r thmothers  spy on and s n a t c h  young 
c h i l d r e n  from the  playground, and t h a t  any c o n t a c t  
by t h e  b i r thmother  t o  t h e  adop t ive  family w i l l  l e a v e  
them d i s t r a u g h t  and devas ta t ed .  

A s  Sgt.  Fr iday used t o  say  "Those a r e  the  f a c t s ,  ... ma'am." A s  t o  ou r  f e e l i n g s  w e  a r e  ve ry  f r i g h t e n e d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  because Lucy rece ived  an anonymous and 
t h r e a t e n i n g  phone c a l l  from an adop t ive  mother ,  b u t  
we a r e  a l s o  hopeful of  what is  t o  come and proud t o  
be i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of  t h e  Elght f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  of 
b i r t h p a r e n t s  and adoptees  t o  sea rch  f o r  one ano the r .  
The response from i n d i v i d u a l s  who rep resen t  a l l  s i d e s  
of  t h e  adopt ion  t r i a n g l e  has  been very encouraging 
and is much needed i f  we a r e  t o  con t inue  t h i s  f i g h t  
and win. Lucy wishes t o  express  h e r  most s i n c e r e  
thanks t o  a l l  t h e  people who have s e n t  h e r  t h e i r  
good wishes and suppor t  i n  h e r  time of  need. There 
i s  no time now f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y  
c l c s h e s .  S o l i d a r i t y  should be our  r a l l y i n g  c ry .  

- Elary Anne Cohen and Alison Ward 

"THE WORST SIN TOWARD OUR FELLOW CREATURES I S  NOT TO 
HATE THE>!, BUT TO BE INDIFFERENT TO THEM: TIIAT'S THE 
ESSENCE OF INHUMANITY. " 

HANDLING QUESTIONS C 'SOUR SEARCH 

We must a11  a sk  o u r s e l v e s ,  "Hov dii c h i s  entrapment 
happen and what can I do t o  ensure  ::lit. 1: never happens 
again?" The answer i s  CONFIDENTIALIT: One c o n t r i b u t i n g  
f a c t o r  t o  Lucy's entrapment was the  hcser's Day a r t i c l e  
where t h e  b i r thmother  admit ted p a y i q  1 person o s t a t e d  
amount of money f o r  informat ion  whici: :auld l e a d  t o  t h e  
conclus ion  o f  h e r  sea rch .  This  a r t i c i r  -xis picked up by 
Associated P r e s s  and was p r i n t e d  i n  =-: j ape r s  throughout 
the  country.  The b i r thmother  made cerizm comments o f f  
t h e  record t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r  (who ironi.riil:r is an adoptee)  
and d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  r e p o r t e r  would ?zxc a l l  t h e  informa- 
t i o n  she  gave. 

When you e n l i s t  t h e  he lp  of  a n y 2  Fa your s e a r c h ,  
t h i s  i s  a . v e r y  c o n f i d e n t i a l  r e l a t i o n o i z .  J u s t  as you 
would no t  want t h a t  person t o  r e v e a l  t r r ~ m a t i o n  about 
you, your b i r thmother  s t a t u s ,  and you- :%Id and h i s  o r  
he r  adop t lvc  faall ly Lo che media, tio -.iLl inould you re- 
s p e c t  t h e  p r i v a c y  of t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l .  :n a d d i t i o n ,  and 
more impor tan t ly ,  you may be j e o p a r a i z c g  rare than  j u s t  
pr ivacy  should  any l e g a l  a c t i o n  occur ::.+crruse of  your 
i n d i s c r e t i o n  about  how you go t  your i c r s r i f y i n g  informa- 
t i o n .  

You may, of  cour se ,  f e e l  f r e e  to ;r:are with ano the r  
b i r thmother  (whom you know pe r sona l ly  ;xu can vouch f o r )  
t h e  path you took. Be c e r t a i n  t h a t  i ~ .  .$hazing informat ion  
you a r e  n o t  j eopa rd iz ing  many f o r  o n t .  ltlr s e a r c h  con- 
t a c t s  have o n l y  o u r  recommendations cc:o on. We cannot 
l e t  them down, 

It is impor tant  t o  know how t o  iiazrLe ques t ions  
posed t o  you about  your sea rch  me thouobq  by s o c i a l  
workers,  your  c h i l d ' s  adop t ive  parenct  ind news repor t -  
e r s .  What do you say  when you a r e  a s k c  r:,"80w d i d  you 
l o c a t e  your c h i l d ? "  Here a r e  some way: ::lat have been 
used t o  handle  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  diset;'..r!rs s i t u a t i o n :  

I * T h a t ' s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I m nu: rrr Liber ty  t o  
r e v e a l  t h a t  informat ion .  

* Someday, perhaps when you arir. ' a o w  one ano the r  
b e t t e r ,  I can s h a r e  t h a t  w i z i  1.111. 

* It was a long and d i f f i c u l t  s$=ir=h t h a t  ended 
wi th  a  lucky break. 

* A f a i r y  godmother 
* I ' m  psychic  ( o r  I used a  crv:?L.,i b a l l  o r  a  

Oui ja  board)  
*The way I found my c h i l d  i s  n.~-. . n l o r t a n t .  What 

i s  iinportant i s  t h a t  I know ':::::: .3y c h i l d  is - 
a l i v e  and w e l l .  

There a r e  obvious ly  many o t h e r  st*.:. -..? handle t h e  
s t i c k y  q u e s t i o n s .  You can ,  and s h o c l ~ , ~ c h a c i c a l l y  
s t a t e  when asked t h a t  you d i d  no t  get ':!:c information 
frorti t ; ~ s  agency ( u ; ~ l e s s  you r e d l y  ill: .,- .uu ahould 
NEVER say o r  imply t h a t  any f e e  was irxr.~~::eti, a l though 
you can s a y  t r u t h f u l l y  t h a t  i t  was z c v ; ~ . : . ~  search f o r  you 
i n  terms o f  phone b i l l s ,  l e t t e r s ,  t r av*! .  + n o t i o n a l  d r a i n  
and " fees  f o r  geneo log ica l  r e sea rch .  ,I 

One of  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of  a  supporr ;:r;:j such a s  ORIGINS 
is  t h a t  we can b e n e f i t  and l e a r n  fron! ~:..::r, 3chers '  mis takes  
and exper i ences .  I f  t h i s  entrapment na: : . i~~nht us anyth ing ,  
i t  is  t h a t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  about your SPzrza c o n t a c t s  and 
methodology must be maintained.  I t ' e  c::.iir f o r  any of us 
who a l r e a d y  have o u r  i d e n t i f y i n g  inion%r:.'>n t o  i n  any way 
j eopa rd ize  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s  t o  get :.::; same inva luab le  
d a t a  about t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  Remember-- ! l i p s  s i n k  s h i p s .  

- Narsha Riben 

- This quo te  by George Bernard Shaw was 
submitted by Carol Cuscavson who thought 
i t  was a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  regard  t o  what our  
response should be t o  o u r  opponents '  
e f f o r t s  t o  des t roy  sea rch  a c t i v i t i e s .  



AN ADOPTIVE MOTIIER'S LETTER TO BETTY FURNESS 
-3- 

Dear M Y ,  F u t n c s s :  
1 am w r i t i n g  you w i t h  r c s p c c t  f o r  yotrr c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

o f  service t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  I t  h a s  becn 
b r o u g h t  t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  t l ~ t o u g l ~  NBC News c o v c r a g c  as 
well a s  members o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  movement, t h a t ' y o u  w i l l  
b e  a s p e c l a l  r e p o r t  t h i s  week on t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  b i r t h p a r e n t s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  p l a c e d  f o r  
a d o p t i o n .  

I wi sh  t o  e x p r e s s  my v iews  a s  an  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n r  who 
b e l i e v e s  i n  open r e c o r d s  a s  w e l l  a s  tile r i g h t  f o r  adop- 
tees t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e .  

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  c o n t r o l  my a n g e r  and d i s -  
appo in tmen t  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  p r c s e n t a -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  o t l l e r s  wlio a r e  as lluman a s  you,  me. 
and  t h e  rest o f .  t h e  wor ld .  , 

S e a r c h  n e e d s  a r e  a  p a r t  o f  l iEe  t h a t  many t end  t o  
l o o k  upon w i t h  d i s g u s t  and vengeance .  ' Peop le  c a n n o t  
l o o k  beyond t h e i r  own p l a c e  i n  1 i f e  t o  s e e  what is r e a l -  
l y  happening  and why. Plany o f  t h e  i s s u c s  s l lould  I I ; J V ~  
been f a c e d '  y e a r s  ago i n  an open ,  underkitantlinp. way, 
r a t h e r  t h a n  c l amping  t h e  l i d  s h u t  on n trot s i t u a t i o n  
t h a t  i s  now b o i l i n g  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t l losc  d i -  
r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a d o p t i o n .  

There  i s  i g n o r a n c e  invo lved  wl~en n s t ; ~ t c n ~ e n t  ban 
b e  made t h a t  most a d o p t e e s  a r e  happy ;init r l l c t r  l i v c s  
a r e  b e i n g  r u i n e d  b y .  b i r t l ~ p a r e n t s .  S e a r c h  n e e d s  do n o t  
h i n g e  on whe the r  a n  a d o p t e e  h a s  wonderful l i f e  w i t h  
t h e i r  a d o p t i v e .  f a m i l y  o r  an  unhappy l i f e  w i t h  them. 
b lany 'adoptecs  have a t r u e  need Lo tuuc'll tlie r e a l i c y  o f  
t h e i r  h e r i t a g e .  l'liey a r e  d c n i c d  t l lc  r l ~ h t  t o  t h e i r  
f e e l  l n g s  by l i ~ w s ,  adop t  l v e  fan i l l  lcs wlro p l  a c e  g u i  l t 
t r i p s  on them f o r  "hot  a p p r e c i a t i n g  i l l  t h a t  i ~ a s ~ b e e n  
done f o r  you", and f o r  Eear o f  d i s r u p t i n g  l i v c s  t h e y  
are t o l d  a r e  n o t  open t o  them. C o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s  be- 
l i e f ,  a  v e r y  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  b i r t l ~ f a m f l i e s  have 
en fo l i l ed  t h e i r  l o s t  c l l i l d r e n .  'l'llcy' r c c o ~ n i z c  t l ~ e i  r 
o b l i g a t  i o n s  t o  g r a n t  them peacc  o f  lnind i ~ n t l  w i l l  cotne 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  i ~ i  t11ci.r c l ~ i l d r c n s "  l i v e s  
i n  a  p o s i t i v e  way. 

1 liave becn i n v o l v e d  i n  t r y i n g  t o  undc r s t and  
t h e  n e e d s  of. a l l  i n v o l v e d  i n  a d o p t i o ~ i  f o r  man)' y e a r s ,  
and I am happy t o  s h q r e  a n o t h e r  po lnc  o f  view w i t h  
you.  The re  a r e  o t l i e r  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s ,  a s i d e  From 
my f a m i l y ,  who a r e  working ha rd  t o  p r e s e n t  an hones t  
p i c t u r e  beyond t h a t  o f  s e n s a t i o n a l . i s ~ n .  \\re h u r t  
d e e p l y  t h a t  human b e i n g s  a r e  rcduccd  t o  a c t i n s  In 
ways t h a t  arc. n o t  a c c c p t n b l c  t o  s o c i c t y  b c c i ~ u s e  t l i e i r  
m o r a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  ou twe igh  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  r c g i ~ r d .  

I f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t o l e r a t e  tlk Fccl l n g s  of 
many a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  wlio l o o k  a t  b i r t h p a r c n t s  3s 
e m o t i o n l e s s  p i e c e s  o f  humani ty .  We, c111ove a l l ,  
s h o u l d  have an a c u t e  awareness  o f  t h e  m i r ; ~ c l c  of 
l i f e .  Would any o n e  o f  u s  Eecl  l c s s  pa in  i n  b e i n g  
s e p a r a t e d  f r o n  a  p a r t  o f  o u r s e l v c * ~ ?  Would anv :. one  
o f  u s  b e  a b l e  t o  p l a c e  a c h i l d  f o r  a d o p t i o n  and 
f o r g e t ?  L i f e  docs  n o t  b e g i n  wltcn a  c h i l d  is  pI;~c:'d 
i n  your  arms t l i rou rh  a d o ~ ) c l o n .  ti motlier n t r r t u r c ~ l  . .. 
h e r  c l ~ i l d  a s  s h e  c a r r i e d  r h c  babe i n  h e r  womb. 
~ { a w  c a n  we deny t h a t  t o  nlocllcr o r  c l i i l d ?  

I am e n c l o s i n g  m a t c r i i i l  f o r  yo11 t o  re;lll w i t 1 1  
t h e  hope t h a t  it w i l l  s t i m u l i i t c  your  ve ry  b c l n g  t o  
t o u c h  b a s e  w i t h  t h i s  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a  o f  l i f e .  I 
have  a d e e p ,  a b i d i n g  f n i t l ~  t h a t  d o c s  no t  a l l o w  me . . - 
t o  s t r u c t u r e  my t h o u g h t s  a rouqd  o u r  s m a l l  f a m i l y  
u n i t .  We a r e  p a r t  o f  much l a r g e r  v i s i o n s .  

- C a r o l  Gustavson 

e ( C a r o l  i s  an a d o p t i v e  mot-her who is i n  
c h a r g e  o f  C U B ' S  l i a l s o n  commit tee .  Slic 
h a s  a lways  been s u p p o r t i v e  o f  ORIGINS . . 
and h a s  a t t e n d e d  s e v e r a l  o f  o u r  m e e t i n g s ,  ' 
Whenever we a r c  tempted t o  s t e r e o t y p e  
a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  a s  u n c a r i n g ,  i n s e n s i -  
t i v e  p e o p l e  we remcmbcr C a r o l  and o t h e r s  
we know and r e c o n s i d e r .  Sl lc ' s  wonde r fu l .  ) 

AN ADOPTEIC'S LETTER TO THE PEROS 

Dear Mr. Pe ro :  
8/6 /81  

I want: ;  t o  compliment you on  your  c o n v i n c i n g  T.V. 
 performance,^ and t h e  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  you d i d  e x p o s i n g  
I I 1,ucy" t o  t h e  m i l l i o n s o f  T.V. v i e w e r s  i n  t h e  metro-  
p o l i t a n  a r e a .  

T h i s  woman, n u r s e ,  mother  and s i s te r  w i l l '  now be 
known t o  p o s s i b l y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b i r t h m o t h e r s  a s  a  s o c i a l  
r e f o r m e r ,  modern day ~ o b i n  Hood, c r u s a d e r .  and m a r t y r ,  
To t h e  ones!ghe h a s  p t e v i o u s l y  h e l p e d ,  b o t h  n a t u r a l  
p a r e n t s  and ' o d o p t e e s ,  s h e  is a l r e a d y  known. a s  a sym- 
p a t h e t i c ,  compbss iona t e  and d a r i n g  p i o n e e r .  

Thank ) ;ou , . fo r  g i v i n g  o t h e r  b i r t h p a r e r i t s  hope t h a t  
t h y ,  t o o ,  w i l l  now be a b l e ,  t o  l o c a t e  t h e i r ' l o s t  and 
borrowed s o n s  and dqug l i t e r s .  ' . 

S u r e l y  y o i  must r e a l i z e  t h a t  mother  l o v e  w i l l  
o u t l a s t  a l l  s o c i e t y ' s  backward l a w s  and r u l e s .  It is 
f p r  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  l o c k e d  d o o r s  and s e a l e d ' r e c o r d s ,  and 
i t  canno t  be  d imin is l i ed  by time, b u t  w i l l  p e r s i s t  and 
grow r l c l ~ c r .  . , 

B l r t h m o t h e r s  a r c  u n i t e d .  You.have b rough t  them 
t o g c t l ~ c r .  They liave a  a u s e .  " L U ~ ~ "  l ias paved t h e  
way i n d  many more w i l l  Fol low.  The' t r u t h  w i l l  f r e e  
tlreln Bnd t h e y  w i l l  be  ready '  t o  de fend  t h e i r  r i g h t s  
a d  f i t  f o r  .needed change .  

Yes, Mr. !lhyo, t h e i r  s u r r e n d e r e d  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  
f i n d  tllem, meet them, know and l o v e  them, iind you 

c a n  be proud ,  f o r  unknowingly you have  h e l p e d  t o  
acconip l i sh  t h c i r  g o a l s .  

\ J l t  J ioi~t  tJ1ut1):11t o f  c o ~ ~ s e ~ ~ ~ c n c e ,  you have  ' l i a d  
and d c c c i v c d  ~ o o d  p e o p l e  and now i t  w i l l  b a c k f i r e .  
You c a n n o t  kccp  your  c l ~ i l d r c n  from f i n d i n g  t h e i r  t r u e  
o r i g i n s .  The b o n d s a n d  b lood  t ies  a r e  a  p a r t  o f  them 
and w i l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  s t r e n g t h  a s  time p a s s e s .  These  
a r c  f a c t s ' y o u  wi11'11ave t o  a c c e p t .  

One ddy you will have  t o  s h a r e  your  c h i l d r e n  
w l t h  t h i ~ l r ' I ) i r c I i p ; ~ r e n t s ,  . . whe the r  you l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  
1lri:;lurjc o f  t l ~ c  r e c e n t  p u b l i c i t y .  t h a t  d a y ,  f o r  you and 
For tllcm, is c l o s e r  t h a n  you t h i n k .  

I n  t r u t h  and j u s t i c e ,  
. T.I.H. 

&I Adoptee For A s s e r t i v e  Change 

From a  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  1.0s Angeles  Times 12/24/59 
by J e a n  I'aton, ' t l ic  founde r  o f  ORPHAN VOYAGE and 
a p i o n e e r  o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  movement. J e a n  is an 
i d o p t c e  who bel1 ,evcs  e v e r y  a d o p t e e  s h o u l d  have 
a t  l e a s t  one  c o n t a c t  w i t l i  a  member o f  t h e i r  
b i r t h  f ami ly  by t h e  age  of t w c l v o .  

I I I n  rcmcmbrnncc 
o f  t o d a y ' s  fo ;Rb t t cn  womrln, 
tlie cmc wlro lins g i v e n  t ier  c h l l d  t o  
adop t  i o n ,  n e v e r  t o  l iear  o f  him a g a i n .  

'I'o such  mot l ic r s ,  t o  t t iose  who g r i e v c ,  may T send  
ilssL1r;IIicc t11c1t no t  eve ryone  11;is F o r g o t t e n  them, 
e s p e c i a l l y  n u t  t l ie i r  c h i l d r e n ,  many o f  whom, when 
I ,  t l l i nk  of them w i t h  growing wisdom and i n  
 lie s p l  r l t  o f  f ~ ~ r g i v c n c s s .  

TIIOSC o f  US who a r e  l e s s  t h a n  p e r f e c t  can n e v e r  
un t le r s tand  t l ie  r ea son  f o r  t h i s  l i f e l o n g  pun i s l~men t  
f o r  what i s ,  o f t e n  enough ,  s c a r c e l y  a s i n ,  c e r t a i n l y  
n o t  t h e  m o r t a l  one . "  

TINE ASD CIRCUMSTASCES CAN KEEP Th'O PEOPLE APART--- 

PATIESCE AND LOVE CAS B R I N G  THEM TOGETHER. 
e 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  



I N  MEMORY OF PAT O'ROURKE 

.' 1 n ; ~ e b r u a r ~  1381 n  b i r t h m o t h c r  l i v i n g  i n  W n h n t t n n  
c o n t a c t e d  ORIGINS f o r  h e l p  i n  f i n d i n g  h e r  o n l y  c h i l d  
whom s h e ' d  s u r r e n d e r e d  17 y e a r s  ago .  W i t h i n  a s h o r t  
time s h e  l o c a t e d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  who l i v e s  w i t h  h e r  adop- 
t i v e  f a m i l y  i n  N J .  P a t  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  
who a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  was n  happy,  well 
a d j u s t e d  t e e n a g e r  who had n e v e r  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  
h e r  b i r t h p a r e n t s .  They t o l d  P a t  t h a t  when t h e i r  
d a u g h t e r  was o l d e r  t h e y  would t e l l  h e r  a b o u t  P a t .  Al-  
though  w a n t i n g  t o  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  p a r e n t s '  w i s h e s ,  P a t  
d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t a c t  h e r  d a u g h t e r  d i r e c t l y  b e f o r e  s h e  
was 18.  She  found t h a t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  what t h e  adop- 
t i v e  p a r e n t s  had t o l d  h e r ,  h e r  d a u g h t e r  d i d  n o t  have  
a w o n d e r f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s  and  had 
a sked  many q u e s t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a b o u t  P a t  which 
had gone unanswered.  P a t  met h e r  d a u g h t e r  and  h e r  
a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  and deve loped  a good r e l a t i o n s h i p  
o v e r  t h e  n e x t  several months.  

When t h e  NBC expose  was g o i n g  t o  be shown on  . 
t e l e v i s i o n  a n  ORIGINS member who was a f r i e n d  o f  
P a t ' s  t r i e d  t o  c o n t a c t  P a t  t o  t e l l  h e r  t o  watch  t h e  
show. She found o u t  t h r o u g h  a  co-worker  o f  P a t ' s  
t h a t  s e v e r a l  weeks e a r l i e r  t h e r e  had been a  f i r e  
i n  P a t ' s  a p a r t m e n t  and t h a t  s l ~ u  had been h o s p i t n l -  
i z e d .  P a t  d i e d  from h e r  b u r n s  and h e r  d a u g h t e r  
and h e r  a d o p t i v e  f a m i l y  a t t e n d e d  P a t ' s  f u n e r a l .  
The co-worker ,  who knew o f  P a t ' s  r e u n i o n  w i t h  ller 

' 

o n l y  c h i l d ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  few montlls o f  P a t  ' s  
l i f e  were h e r  h a p p i e s t .  

Our d e t r a c t o r s  w i l l  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  f l u k e  
and s h o u l d  have  no impac t  on whe the r  o r  n o t  b i r t h -  
mo the r s  have  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e a r c h ,  much less  
s e a r c h  f o r  minor s .  B u t ,  had P a t  pos tponed  h e r  
s e a r c h  u n t i l  h e r  d a u g h t e r  was 18,  s h e  might  n e v e r  
have met h e r  anti h e r  d n u g l ~ r e r  might  n e v e r  havc  
known l~ow mush s l~e  was 1 w c d  by )let. o r i ~ : l ~ i ; ~ l  
mother .  I d o n ' t  lllean t o  sound 1 i k e  iin a l n r l l ~ i s t ,  
bu t  l i f e  i s  s o  F l e e t i n g .  The n e x t  t i m e  someone 
t r ies  t o  make you f e e l  g u i l t y  iibout s e a r c h l r l g ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  your  c h i l d ' s  a g e ,  remember I 'n t  
0' Rourke.  

- A l i s o n  Ward 

FOR HICIIAEI. OF SOh1I:I)AY 

I ' m  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  
Someday 
When you and 1 can be t o g e t h e r  
b e f o r e  God, 
b e f o r e  a l l  
who have  yea rned  f o r  you w i t t i  me, 
b e f o r e  a l l  who have  t a k c n  you 
from me, 
I t h i n k  o f  i t  a s  heaven 
i n  t h i s  wor ld  
o r  t h e  n e x t  
t o  h o l d  you w i t h  my s m i l e ,  
t o  k i s s  you w i t h  my j o y ,  
t o  t o u c h  you w i t 1 1  my l i e a r t ,  
once  a g a i n ,  h lanchi ld ,  
and 
f o r e v e r m o r e .  

But I ' m  h i d i n g  from a 
Someday 
Because I coiilcl no t  be;lr i t  

i f  you t u r n e d  away, 
then  
I c o u l d  n o t  r e a c h  you. 

O r  I .  

i f  I r eochcd  you ,  
und i t  h u r t  you t o  know me 
t h e n  
t h a t  would h u r t  me, t b o .  
Than I v o u l d  be  
a l o n e .  
And i f  you c o u l d  n o t  
f o r g i v e  me 
( a s  I c a n n o t  
f o r g i v e  m y s e l f )  
f o r  l e t t i n g  you go 
even  though  I 
c o u l d  no t /would  n o t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  you d o n ' t  need  me, 
t h e n  what would happen t o  t h e  p a r t  o f  me t h a t  I 
have  s a v e d  f o r  you? 

Maybe I ' d  d i e ,  
o r  wor se ,  I ' d  s u r v i v e  

. a s  I d i d  t w e l v e  y e a r s  
b e f o r e  I found you,  
bu t  I d i d n ' t  know 
l ' d  be p a r a l y z e d  
u n t i l  tlic f e a r  hiis l i f t c d .  

X 
THE S'I'OKY OF JULIE AND JEFF 

With t h e  ' h ig l l l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  ' a d v i c e  o f  my f a m i l y  
d o c t o r  nild s o c i a l  worker  (who o f  c o u r s e  knew b e s t )  I was 
rnrcud  t o  ):ivc up my son  wllen I w i l s  17 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  

Tlic tlay t11c.y c;lnlc a1111 took  l ~ i l n  from me i n  t h e  110s- 
p i t i l l  1 k i s s e d  I l L m  poodbyc w i t h  l i t r l e  hope o f  e v e r  
s e e i n g  him a g a i n .  

11s t l lc  y e a r s  went by,  t h e  h u r t  worsened and t h i s  
; l w f u l  f e e l  Lng t h a t  some th ing  was wrong grew 
i n s i d e  me. I knew in  my h e a r t  i t  J u s t  w a s n ' t  supposed  
t o  llave happened t l ~ i s  way and I c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  n o t  
knowing a b o u t  him. 

In  between a l l  t h i s  t u r m o i l  I m a r r i e d ,  and had two 
more I>c;111t i f u l  s o n s .  bly Ilusbclnd had a l w a y s  known o f  
.Icf f ,  bu t  I 'm s u r e  n c v c r  c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  He was 
alwiiys s u p p o r t i v e .  My immediate f a m i l y  knew a b o u t  J e f f  
tlut no one  else d i d .  T l ~ c r e f o r e ,  he  was n o t  a  t o p i c  o f  
CoIiversiIt Lon. 

When .1ef f  was a b o u t  s i x ,  I g o t  up t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  go 
back t o  t h c  a j i rncy ,  n a i v e l y  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  j u s t  
c!ont;ict I L L S  f a m i l y  and l e t  me know how he  was.  Tlicy re- 
f u s e d  t o  g i v e  me .any i n f o r m a t i o n  and d i d  a  r e a l  J o b  on  
me by l c t t  i ng  me tliLnk t h a t  T was t h c  o n l y  o n e  who had 
e v e r  comc back and t h a t  I had "problems" t o  f e e l  s u c h  
1 1  o v e r  concc rn"  a f t e r  t l ~ i s  p e r i o d  o f  t ime  h a s  p a s s e d .  
A l so ,  o n e  v e r y  d c a r  s o c l a l  worker  (my o r i g i n a l  c a s e  
worker )  t o l d  m e  t h a t  my r e c o r d s  had been b u r n t  i n  a f i r e  
a  w11Llr back .  1 came home t o t a l l y  d e v a s t a t e d ,  t h i n k i n g  
t11;it t h e r e  was J u s t  no w n y ' a t  a l l .  A f t e r  a  l o n g  t a l k  
w i t 1 1  my d e a r e s t  f r i e n d ,  I came t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  T 
hild I)ccli connccl o n r e  a g a i n .  I devc lopcd  more s t r e n g t h  
ilnd c o n f i d e n c e  by d o i n g  l o t s  o f  t a l k i n g ,  t a k i n g  l o t s  o f  
L I ~ V ~ C L !  and d o i n &  l n t s  o f  r e s e a r c t r .  

1 11;ld n  l o t  of  ups  ant1 downs, d l d  l o t s  o f  p r a y i n g ,  
rcild i n p ,  and l ~ c i ~ v y  r a p  s e s s i o n s  and a f u l l  s e l f - a n a l y s i s  
of  J u s t  w l ~ ; l r  was r c i i l l y  g o i n g  on .  Now L know i t  was a 1 1  
n c ~ ~ s s a r y - - f o r  I i i n ; ~ l l y  found . Je f f .  

1Jl1cn I fot i l~d o u t  w l ~ e r c  he  l i v e d ,  I d i d  t h e  u s u a l - -  
r i t l in l :  pi~st ~ I I C  I I O I I S ~ ,  sc11~c11, i1111l ask in^ l o t s  o f  d i s c r e e t  
c l u ~ ~ s t i o n s .  Yet e v e r y  t inlc 1 d r o v e  p a s t ,  t h e  home illways 
looked s o  d e a d ,  wl t l l  110 s i g n  of J e f f ,  and t h a t  a w f u l  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  s o n ~ e t l l i n ~  was wrong c o n t  inued  t o  grow. A €  t e r  
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