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ARCH HERITAGE *' P . O .  B& 7.62 Council  s l u f f s ,  IA 51501 
Sandy Johnson, Exec. D i r ,  712 323-5493 J u l y  31, 1979 

Gree t ings  t o  o u r  newest group members i n  L inco ln ,  Nebraska. L o t s  has  
happened s i n c e  our  J u l y  1 0 t h  meeting i n  Omaha. We cont inue  t o  grow and 
1 earn .  

MEETINGS S CKEDULED 

August 7 S p e c i a l  Meeting-Omaha-7pm-Wine C e l l a r  (F i rehouse  Dinner T h e a t e r )  
(Tues. ) This  meeting i s  t o  p repare  and organize  our  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

Judiciary-Commit-tee a t  t h e i r  upcoming h e a r i n g  i n  Omaha Aug. 10.  
Everyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  come prepared by w r i t i n g  
a rough d r a f t  OR f i n a l  w r i t t e n  l e t t e r  you would l i k e  submit ted  t o  
t h e  c6mmittee f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  Copies o f  LR 132  and LB 483 and i t s  
proposed amendments w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e .  Sen. Newel l ' s  assistant 
came t o  t h e  L inco ln  meeting--1'11 g i v e  a r e p o r t  on t h a t  meet ing.  

August 14  Regular Monthly Meeting-Omaha-7pm-Wine C e l l a r  
(Tues. ) Caring and Shar ing .  Bring membership dues.  
August 23 Monthly Meetinq-Lincoln-7pm-Andrews Hall, 2nd Floor-English Dept. 
(Thurs.  ) Univ. o f  Nebraska a t  L inco ln  campus 

NEBRASKA J U D I C I A R Y  COMMITTEE SCEDULES HEARINGS 
LR 132 i s  a r e s o l u t i o n  t o  s t u d y  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  opening adop t ion  r eco rds .  

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  came o u t  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g  on  LB 483 when i t  became apparen t  
t h e r e  was much t o  l e a r n  about  t h e  s u b j e c t  be fo re  a s u i t a b l e  b i l l  could be 
drawn up. We need t o  pack t h e s e  h e a r i n g s ,  as many as p o s s i b l e ,  as t h e  
s e n a t o r s  w i l l  u s u a l l y  on ly  a t t e n d  t h o s e  meet ings i n  t h e i r  home d i s t r i c t s .  
I sugges t  we c a r  pool  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g s  so  we can g e t  more acqua in ted ,  save  
g a s  , and d o n ' t  g e t  l o s t !  

MEMBERSHIP FEES NOW DUE 
We must g e t  o u r  bus ines s  i n  o r d e r .  A s  o f  - now t h e r e  is a $10 Membership 

Fee and a $2.00 Mailing Fee. The ma i l i ng  f e e  i s  s e p a r a t e  because t h e r e  a r e  
a number o f  people  who do no t  a t t e n d  t h e  meetings b u t  want t o  know what 
we ' re  doing. These f e e s  a r e  proposed t o  be annual  u n l e s s  ou r  expenses 
cannot be met. I feel. t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  A . S . H .  a r e  wel l  w o r t h  t h e  money; 
j u s t  g e t t i n g  u s  t o g e t h e r  i s  worth i t ,  o therwise ,  we would be ALONE. If you 
cannot pay t h i s  amount immediately t h e n  work ou t  a p l a n  w i t h  me. G i f t s  and 
dona t ions  by f r i e n d s  who suppor t  our  e f f o r t s  a r e  most g r a t e f u l l y  r ece ived .  

PROGRESS REPORT/REUNIONS ,. 

John--has mo the r ' s  name and i s  g e t t i n g  c l o s e r  t o  l o c a t i n g  h e r  
Jsan--has mother and f a t h e r ' s  name now 
Mardee--met wi th  s i s t e r ,  t h r e e  b r o t h e r s  l o c a t e d  
JoAnn--has g randparen t s  l o c a t e d  
Sandy--has f a t h e r ' s  name now 

P lease  l e t  me know of  your p r o g r e s s  o r  r eun ions - - i t  i n s p i r e s  us a l l !  Good 
luck .  HELP! We need v o l u n t e e r s  t o  assist i n  s ea rches  f o r  o u t - o f - s t a t e r s .  

PUBLIC RELAT I O N S  
Yours t r u l y  w a s  g iven  f r o n t  page coverage i n  t h e  Council B l u f f s  NONPAREIL 

on J u l y  15, 1979. I sugges t  t h a t  o t h e r s  o f f e r  t h e i r  " s t o r y "  t o  t h e  news media 
t o  encourage o t h e r  adoptees .  

Yours t r u l y ,  
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ADO PTEES SEARCH HERITAGE - 
z.. . i3ox 762 - Council B l u f f s ,  Ia. 51501 
==+y Johnson, Exec. Di rec to r  , (712.1 323-5493 
-.. - ! ; r  13 - Omaha A.S .H.  meets a t  7pm a t  t h e  E l k s  Club, 1515 S.  75th S t . ,  

I -  
_ * A -  \ 

L -  AS^. j Parking l o t  a v a i l a b l e .  tVe a r e  having g u e s t s  from Omaha-C.B. 
.'. 1. adoption agencies  t o  t e l l  us  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  adopt ion  p r a c t i c e s  

- and how they  handle adoptee r e q u e s t s  f o r  informat ion.  _ -=7---=p - Y - _ _ _ _  11 - Omaha A.S.H. meets a t  7pm a t  t h e  home o r  Lorane Hendriks,  
12231 C u i n g ,  Omaha. Please  c a l l  Lorane p r i o r  t o  t h e  meeting 

-. - t o  confirm t h a t  w e ' l l  s t i l l  be meeting t h e r e .  
- ?en I 

(402 ) 493-4202. 
---c,~n A.S.H.-  I was unable t o  g e t  any news o f  t h e i r  next  meeting. If 

you would l i k e  t o  know t h e i r  schedule you may t r y  c a l l i n g :  
L i m e a  Johnson (402) 477-4333 o r  (402) 472-1829 OR 

" 

Bonnie Goochey (402) 788-2579 
- -,*-p-r .- - .  '-I - "8 - -- L - - " T V E  UPDAE-The Nebraska Unicameral 's  J u d i c i a r y  Committee met on 

-%-- - f l  Mu L *- 26th t o  dzcide the' course o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  open s e a l e d  adopt ion  - - 
-. d -"- - They decided not  t o  decide.  What-that means i s  t h a t  it i s  up- t o  
-." . :  a 3zorsor o f  ths b i l l  (Sen. Dzve ~ e w e l l - ~ r n a h a )  t o  dec ide  i f  he will sponsor 
.. - 
.- - .sf nma - . .-Llyiiv ( r a t h e r  %kan a committee sponsored b i l l ) .  The b i l l  (LB 483) i s  
*- - 
. F ----ed ! ,.,,, Legis la t ive  Requ is i t ion  2663 and Sen. Newel1 w i l l  be p re sen t ing  - 
--a - -- .- 
* 

3 i l i  a t  t h e  next  s e s s ion ,  a f t e r  Jan,  1980. There a r e  a few minor changes: 
->. 
:.: p, 5. =v 9 -. w i l l  be no d a t e  g iven outlawing d i r e c t  adop t ions - - i t  w i l l  be con- 

~'L.S?r~=ii t h e  d a t e  %he b i l l  goes i n t o  e f f e c t ;  .2. B i r t h  p a r e n t s  MAY s i g n  a 
5 o r  non-cmsent f o r m  but  i t  w i l l  not  be mandatory u n t i l  such t ime as 
T ~ Z   dont tee (as a d u l t )  c o n t a c t s  t h e  agency t o  r eques t  t h a t  information. - 

SF %he b i r t h p a r e n t  must s i g n  one o f  t h e  forms.  3 .  The f a t h e r  of  a n  
-.- * - - & 

Y ! 2  - - I r .- - +. --- j--d I-I.,imate" 5 c h i l d  may claim p a t e r n i t y  wi thin  5 days o f  the  c h i l d ' s  b i r t h  - .---..= - s - he carnot claim t h a t  r i g h t .  

-- 3 z s i c a l l y  t hz  b i l l  must first be voted t o  add t h e  amendments (25  vote  min. 
a C -.y . - .  - -.. 4-- -+=re . +  Yi a r e  2-3 votes  taken  a t  t h e  next  s t a g e s  and i f  it passes  them a l l  - -  - c c -  -_  ' - -  - r - i ' . -rL. - - - - t o  SELECT FILE. I t  is voted on again.  A t  any p o i n t  i t  can be 
= ,- 2 1: -j=n -.--- .r*i - - - which is b a s i c a l l y  k i l l i n g  it.  Then i t  goes t o  t h e  lawyers f o r  - -- . .- - 4 ?. - . -  - cor rec tness .  Then. , . FINAL READING. If i t  passes  t h a t  vo te  t h e n  i t  
- - .- _ . _ _  -- t h e  goverzor f o r  h i s  s igna tu re .  If he ve toes  t hen  it t a k e s  30 vo te s  - - ,-,--=-- - ,, . .,; - i d e  . It goes i n t o  l a w  90 days l a t e r .  
.' C - - 4 WE NEE2 TO DO NOW I S  WRITE ALL 49 Senators  and t h e  Governor 
. _ __._ r = - 2  _ ._ =S   hone) s r  t e l l  them our  views about t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  When i t  
= -  >-.- - ? i ~ -  a vote we need t o  r e w r i t e ,  them (I hope t o  l e t  you know about t h a t  - -  A i  - v- - . - C "  y -  
/ - -.- - '2 - - 2s I s t a y  ir- touch with Sen. Newell 's  a i d e ) .  

n == 7 
T H I S  I S  VERY IMPORTANT. 

- - -,- t -- - 2  i t  i s  z big  job and t ime consuming and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  we a r e  few 
...- 

- d ms 4 DO IT! 
1; would ass;ae t h a t  some o f  you, l i k e  me, wonder i f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  - 

.-.= s 7 7; - -  - - -- '.' " - - ;&at you v,c~nt. You need t o  decid.e t h a t  f o r  yourse l f  and a c t  accordingly  - -e. : ,.. -< - a*-:- - i t  w i l l  I=€ i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  how t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e a c t  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  - ---t . .. be an i n d i c z t i o n  o f  whether they  would go f o r  a more l i b e r a l  one l a t e r .  
, ,. ----- - 2 7T';'S - --*-L d - - k  - Recer-tly I p a r t i c i p a t e d  aga in  i n  a Chi ld  Saving I n s t i t u t e  panel  
- - - - - o s ~ e c t i v e  - ,. a6.optive pa ren t s ,  I would welcome sha r ing  t h a t  oppor tun i ty  - .- - -.* 

I 
- =.:;one .d e l s e .  I t  r e q u i r e s  about 2 hours time and s h a r i n g  your s t o r y .  

, y-,* - - -  - _  XNOW? I s ' i  an ad i n  our l o c a l  shopper ' s  b u l l e t i n  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  
: 
I - * = wi th  you. If any o f  you know about t h i s  l e t  me know PLEASE: . , ,,,r,- 
I -* - 

4 .  r = =  
I <.. - *--  - ;dogtion Service - does home s t u d i e s  f o r  adopt ions  through lawyers ,  

"."-"PS, s t c ,  1 : ..-. ...d- Tha? was a l l  i t  said. I p l a n  t o  c a l l  t h e  number t o  f i n d  out  
C - L . > -  I *.. A. 4 4 4 d s . 
.-,r: i -------- I i - e  I p t o  go t o  t h e  P a r e n t f i n d e r ' s  Conference t h i s  weekend. 

- - r.+liy hope it i s  a valuable  experience.  I w i l l  ! ~ e  s u r e  t o  t e l l  you a l l  
570 

-. -..- 
y ;..,,, i;; when I re tu rn .  Please l e t  me know your thoughts o r  anything e l s e  
- - - - -  , A ' 3  l i k e  t o  share.  There w i l l  be no December news le t t e r .  Have a n i c e  X m a s .  



P. 0. Box 762 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51 502 
' phone:. (712) 323-5493 

Sandy Johnson, 
Executive Director 

Services for Adoptees in 
Search of their Birth Parents 

JANUARY 1980 NmJSLETTER 

TIJMJK YCXJ t o  a l l  of you who responded t o  
my plea f o r  tak ing  r e spons ib i l i t y  i n  ASH. 
I t h i n k  as more of you a r e  doing the  more 
un i ted  and successfu l  w e ' l l  be. 

FEBRUARY MEETIE - OMAHA : - FEBRUARY 5th 
2704 S. 48th Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska 
( corner house) Eppersons : 551-5163 
;7a Business Meeting-Distributing res- 

p o n s i b i l i t i e  s 
8pm Renee Baumel, adoptive mother, w i l l  

speak about her  f ee l ings  about her  
c h i l d ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  her b i r t h  parents .  

THANK YOU t o  Nina MacKenzie f o r  being on 
t h e  KETV interview,  O m a h a ,  on Jan. 24th, 
I thought it went qui te  w e l l .  

Sandy Johnson spoke a t  t h e  Uni tar ian 
Church d iscuss ion  group on January 30th. 
The group w a s  very sympathetic. 

THANK# YOU f o r  volunteering t o  be on . 

Child Saving I n s t i t u t e s  panel f o r  pros- 
pec t ive  adoptive parents  d iscuss ion  groups. 

We had one mernber and one non-member 
volunteer .  The more we t e l l  our s t o r i e s  

Mrs. Baumel did research on adoptive t h e  more we spread the  word, 
pa ren t s  f o r  Be t ty  Jean L i f ton1s  book 
LOST & FOUl\!D. 

ONE A s S s H s  MEMBER, an adoptee, has found h i s  
b i r t h  mother a f e w  days ago . . a f t e r  a year s 
search. 

Another adoptee who has kept i n  touch with 
m e  has m e t  he r  mother t h i s  pas t  Christmas. 

VE ARE REACHING CXJR GOALS! CONGRA~TIONS! 

**As many of you who have experienced it 
after  f ind inp  a r e l a t i v e  you a re  very highly 
sens i t i zed .  Try t o  prepare yourself  and 
your family  f o r  a period where you may need 
t o  be alone and not  answering questions about 
it. You emotions are overloaded and you need 
time t o  ad.iust. 
MANY OF US ARE ANGRY! bJe have a' r i g h t  t o  be. 

MIKE McKNIGHT. Channel 6 r e p o r t e r ,  would 
l i k e  t o  do an interview with an adoptee 
searching. It would he shown after t h e  
next  vote of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  completed 
i n  con junction with h i s  s t o r y  about t h a t .  
He would l i k e  t o  accompany t h e  p r s o n  t o  
var ious  places  he/she might go t o  search, 
He would l i k e  l o c a l  (LINCOLN) people-- 
CALL HIM at  474-2574 (Lincoln number). 
COME ONE! --WE h'B3D YOUR HELP! 

Piirent F inder ' s  Conference: Two of us  
went t o  Toronto t o  t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  conference. 
Some of the  workshop themes were : 

- Search and t h e  r o l e  of t he  Intermediary 
- Adoption and the  Law 
- ~ s ~ c h o l o ~ i c a l  and Sociological  E f f e c t s  

of Adoption and Fostering - 
We need t o  be able t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  source of - ~ u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  Disclosure of Sealed 
t h e  anger so  those  innocent people we meet do Records 
not  take  personal  offense. \ e  mirht say: - Reunion! \&at Next? 

I "1 am anpry t h a t  I cannot have the r i g h t  t o  They had a Search Workshop t h a t  showed a l l  
I my own b i r t h  information!I1 "1 am no t  angry kinds of sources i n  Canada f o r  searching. 
I 
I 

at you personally.  " "I am angry at  t h e  system Among t h e  speakers was David Kirk,  author 
by which I am kept f ran  knowing who I am'' of SHARED FATE, a book on adoption research. 
I think t h i s  i s  good advice,  e spec ia l ly  when H e  i s  an adoptive fa ther .  H i s  new1 book, 
deal ing with  l e p i s l a t o r s .  They may fee l  our SHARED FATE REVISITED w i l l  be coming out 
anper and t h i n k  it i s  d i rec ted  a t  them. soon. It looks t o  be very good- about how 
I n  all of u s  t h e r e  i s  a hunger adoptees are treated d i f f e r e n t l y  by t h e i r  

marrow deep, t o  know our heri tage.  family and soc ie ty  from nonadoptees. D r .  
To know who w e  are--and where we have Kirk expressed his s t rong f e e e l i n g  t h a t  we 
come from. (adoptees and b i r t h  mothers e t c . )  s t o p  sayinp 

Without th is  enr ichine knowledge what we th ink  others  should have o r  should be 
t he re  i s  a hollow yearning, doing FOR us  and START DOING IT FOR OURSELVES. 

No matter what our attainments i n  l i f e ,  
the re  i s  the  most disquieting..  . . . . . . lonel iness-  Alex Haley 

"You Shall Know The Truth And The Truth Shall Set You Free" John 8:32 
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