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The t ime h a s  come t o  s h a r e  w i t h  a l l  o u r  members t h e  many i m p o r t a n t  
t h i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  si11ce o u r  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  i n  O c t o b e r .  
The w i n t e r  months  have  founcl mos t  o f  u s  c a u g h t  up i n  t h e  r i s i n g  t i d e  
o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  l e s i s l a t i v e  h e a r i n g s ,  w h i c h  climaxecl i n  March.  
The b i l l  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  o r i g i n a l  
b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t o  a d o p t e d  a d u l t s ,  has b e e n  o f  t r e m e n d o u s  c o n c e r n  
t o  a11 o f  u s .  I n  view o f  t h a t  f a c t ,  e a r e  r e p r o d u c i n g .  h e r e  a f u l l  
r e p o r t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  by o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c l l a i r m a n ,  L a r r y  
M a r t i n .  

LEGISLATIVE REPQRT - LARRY VARTIN 
The b i l l  t o  make o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a d o p t e d  
a d u l t s  h a s  b e e n  t a b l e d  o r  k i l l e d  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o r l  
i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 7 7 .  Mere i s  a p a r t i a l  a c c o u n t  o f  how t h a t  came a b o u t .  

I f e e l  we d i d  a r e a s o n a b l y  good o  - a11 t h i n g s  cons i c l . e r ed  - i n  o u r  
f i r s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t .  We weEe r e s o u n d i n g l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b r i n g i n g  
t h e  i s s u e  b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  M i n n e s o t a .  We o b t a i n e d  m a j o r ,  f r o n t  
p a g e  newsnape r  I. c o v e r a g e  i n  t h e  M i n n e a p o l i s  S t a r  on March 1s t .  The 
a r t i c l e s ,  r e a d  by a b o u t  5 0 0 , ? 0 0  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S t a r ) ,  t o l d  
o f  t h e  g r a s s r o o t s  movement o f  members o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  t r i a n g l e  who 
a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  w o r k i n g  t o  o b t a i n  o p e n  a d o p t i o n  laws.  
One a r t i c l e  c a r r i e d  a  v e r y  l a r g e  p i c t u r e  o f  S h i r l e y  B u l l o c k  and  h e r  
g e n e t i c  m o t h e r ,  whom S h i r l e y  had  f o u n d  t h r e e  weeks  p r i o r  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n .  
Maxine Prokop a n d  Lar ry  M a r t i n  o f  L I V K  were q u o t e d  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  a lone ;  
w i t h  two g e n e t i c  m o t h e r s ,  a d u l t  a d o p t e e s ,  a n d  n.n a g e n c y  o f f i c i a l .  

The i s s u e  i s  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c .  a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  1Ve a r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  
s e r i o u s l y  by t h e  a g e n c i e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d o p t i o n  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  p u b l i c  
and. t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I am g r a t i f i e d  by t h e  amount  o f  understancl in!;  
s u p p o r t  and  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t h a t  I h a v e  rece i -vec l  f r o m  f r i e n d s  ancl a q u a i n -  
t a n c e s  who r e a d  t h e  S t a r  a r t i c l e .  

O r i g i n a l l y  t h e r e  were  two a d o p t i o n  1 1 1 s  b e f o r e  t h e  L e g i . s l a t u r e .  TI1 e 
f i r s t  was d r a f t e d  by t h e A d o p t i o n  C o u n c i l  a h o u t  f i v e  inolltlls a g o .  Adop- 
t e d  a d u l t s  i n  t h e  Counc i l .  wa~l ted  t o t a l l y  o p e n  access  t o  o r i g i n a . l  b i r t l i  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  ( f o r  a c l u l t s )  . a g e n c y  p e o p l e  w a n t e d  " p 1 - o t e c t i o n "  
a g a i n s t  unvranted d i s c l o s u 1 - e  o f  g e n e t i c  p a r e n t s  ' i d e n t  i t i . e s .  So a com- 
p r o m i s e  was worked o u t .  I n  t h e  1a .npuage o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  t h e  a d o p t e d  a d u l t  
would a p p l y  t o  t h e  S t a t e  I l e p t ,  o f  v i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  a t  a g e  1 8  o r  l a t e r  
f o r  h i s  o r  h e r  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c : e r t i . f i c a t e .  Thc S t a t e  \\rould t h e n  h a v e  
1 2 0  clays t o  f i n d  t h e  g e n e t i c  p a r e n t s .  I f  e i t h e r  o r  b o t h  g e n e t i c  p a r c e t  
o h j c c t e d  t o  d j . s c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  names rioulcl n o t  b e  g i v e n  
o u t .  IF n o b o d y  o h j e c t c c l ,  o r  i f  tlie g e n e t i c  p a r e n t s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  l o c a t e d  
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w i t h i n  1 2 0  d a y s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  WOULD be  r e l e a s e d .  

A s o u t h  M i n n e a p o l i s  l e g i s l a t o r ,  Rep. S t a n  Enebo (DFL), i n t r o d u c e d  
a s t r o n g e r  a d o p t i o n  b i l l .  I-Iis w i f e  i s  a d o p t e d  and  would  l i k e  t o  
know h e r  g e n e t i c  r e l a t i v e s ;  t h u s ,  S t a n ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  i s s u e .  I t  
was t h i s  b i l l  - t h e  E ~ ~ e b o  b i l l  - which  was h e a r d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

The Enebo b i l l  h a s  NO w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  and  NO o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  g e n e t i c  
p a r e n t s  t o  b l o c k  d i s c l o s u r e .  Enebo d o e s  have  an a g e  l i m i t  o f  2 5  o r  
o l d e r .  Many o f  u s  t k i n k  a g e  1 8  i s  more s e n s i b l e ,  b u t  we went a l o n g  
wi th .  t h e  Enebo b i l l  arzy\lray. 

On Monday, March 1, 1976,  t h e  Enebo h i 1 1  r e c e i v e d  i t s  f i r s t  h e a r i n g  
b e f o r e  a s u b - c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  IIouse J u d i c i a r y  Committee.  The agenda  
:vas crowded.  T h e r e  was n o t  enough t i m e  f o r  a d e q u a t e  t e s t i m o n y .  The 
b i l l  was amended ( i n  a  way u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  most  o f  u s )  and was p a s s e d  

I on t h e  t h e  f u l l  J u d i c i a r y  Committee.  The b i l l ' s  s p o n s o r  and  f i v e  
o t h e r  p e r s o n s  t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l  f o r  2 2  m i n u t e s .  W i t -  

I n e s s e s  were Rep. Enebc,  S h i r l e y  B u l l o c k  and  C h e r y l  I-Ia11 o f  L E A F ,  Ruth  
C \ ' i : i d e l l , d i r e c t o r  of a d o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  Dep t .  o f  P u b l i c  W e l f a r e ,  
Mrs L o i s  Enebo,  a n d  m y s e l f .  

T e s t i f y i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l  were  F a t h e r  R i c h a r d  G l e a s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  
C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  i n  S t  Cloud ,  P e t e r  Walsh,  d i r e c t o r  o f  C a t h o l i c  
C i i a r i t i e s ,  IVinona, and a Mrs A m r a m ,  a n  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t .  They t e s t . i -  
f i e d  f o r  2 1  m i n u t e s .  

The v o t e  was 4 - 3  i n  f a v o r  o f  o u r  b i l l !  I t  was a r e a l  c l i f f - h a n g e r !  
IIowever, t o w a r d  t h e  end  o f  t h e  d e b a t e ,  a n  amendment was added  which  
would r e q u i r e  t h a t  BOTH g e n e t i c  p a r e n t s  be  n o t i f i e d .  I N  t h e y  woul cl 
have 1 2 0  days  t o  o b j e c t .  Most o f  us  f e e l  t h a t  i s  u n a c c e p t a b l e .  I t  
i s  no b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  where  an agency  may c o n t a c t  
t h e  g e n e t i c  p a r e n t  and  t h e  a d o p t e d  a d u l t  i s  n o t  t o l d  a n y t h i n g  w i t h o u t  
t h e  g e n e t i c  p a r e n t  Is c o n s e n t .  

Dur ing  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  week s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  House J u d i c i a r y  
Committee went o v e r  t h e  b i l l  a g a i n ,  The f o l l o w i r l g  Monday, March 8 t h ,  
t h e  b i l l  was h e a r d  by t h e  f u l l  J u d i c i a r y  Committee o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
2 2  men. I t  was amended t h e r e  t o  g i v e  s t r o n g  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e t i c  
p a r e n t s .  Nobody was g i v e n  a c h a n c e  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  'r 11 c 
commi t t ee  p a s s e d  t h e  b i l l  by a  unanimous o r  nea r -unan imous  v o t e .  

? 4 e a n ~ h i . l e ,  we were work ing  t o  g e t  t h e  b i l l  h e a r d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  The 
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Commit tee ,  J a c k  n a v i e s ,  was r e p o r t e d  
t o  be  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i r l  t h e  b i l l .  On ?,Ionday, March 8 t h ,  a b o u t  t w e l v e  
a n g r y  a d u l t  a d o p t e e s  a n d  a s o c i a l  worker  descended  upon J a c k D a v i c s 1  
o f f i c e  t o  demand a h e a r i n g .  We were g i v e n  3 h e a r i n g  on t h e  v e r y  l a s t  
p o s s i b l e  day  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v o  S P S S ~ O I ~  f o r  h e a r i n g  new b i l l s ,  Tuesday ,  
Yarcll 1 6 t h .  

The S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee t a b l e d  t h e  h i l l .  hlen~bers o f  t h e  Corn~ni t tee  
were  uninformed and m i s  - i n f o r m e d  on t h e  b i l l . .  S e n .  I-iubert 1-1 I-lunlphrcy 1'1 I 
a s k e d  me, 1 0  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  ivhy h e  h a d n ' t  h e a r d  o f  t h e  
b i l l  u n t i l .  t h a t  week. I f  t h e  i s s u e  came t o  a v o t e ,  he was g o i n g  t o  
v o t e  "no" s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  he  f e l t  he  n e e d e d  more background .  

We g o t  nowhere i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  We have  a s y m p a t h e t i c  and aware  S e n a t e  
s p o n s o r  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  S e n a t o r  A l l a n  S p e a r ,  an  American h i s t o r y  p r o -  
f z s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a .  IIe f e e l s  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
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b a l a n c e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  g e n e t i c  p a r e n t  and  t h e  a d u l t  a d o p t e e .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  we would n o t  s p o n s o r  t h e  b i l l  u n l e s s  i t  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  r i g h t  
f o r  t h e  g e n e t i c  p a r e n t  t o  o b j e c t .  Many o f  u s  d i s a g r e e  a n d  f e e l  
g e n e t i c  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  have  no " v e t o "  o v e r  u s ,  I f e e l  w e  n e e d  t o  
c l a r i f y  o u r  own t h i n k i n g  on t h i s ,  a s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  L I N K  c a n  
convey i t ' s  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  J a n u a r y .  

You may want t o  know a b o u t  t h e  March 1 6 t h  S e n a t e  H e a r i n g  i n  d e t a i l .  
The b i l l  was s c h e d u l e d  f o r  d e b a t e  by t h e  f u l l  I.Iouse o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  March 1 6 t h  a t  4 : D O  p.m. I t  was n o t  h e a r d  b e c a u s e  t h e  
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  t a b l e d  i t  a t  3 :40  p.m. 

I t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  w i t h  a b o u t  f o u r  o t h e r s .  The p r i n c i -  
p a l  o p p o s i n g  wi tness  was J o h n  J l a r k e r t ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Minneso ta  C a t h o l i c  C o n f e r e n c e .  He s a i d  h e  r e p r e s e n t e d  C a t h o l i c  Char -  
i t i e s  o f  Croolcston,  S t  Cloud ,  Winona, M i n n e a p o l i s ,  S t  Pau l  and  - I seem 
t o  r e c a l l  - D u l u t h .  I-Ie gave  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e c u l i a r  r e a s o n s  f o r  oppos -  
i n g  t h e  b i l l :  (1 )  t h e  n e e d  f o r  making o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  
a v a i l a b l e  " h a s  n o t  been  d e m o n s t r a t e d " ;  ( 2 )  t o  h i s  a g e n c i e s  ' knowledge,  
no a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  had  come t o  t h e  a g e n c i e s  a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e  l a w  be  
changed  ; ( 3 )  h e  q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  L I N K  a n d  LEAF r e p r e s e n t  a l l  adop-  
t e d  a d u l t s  (we do  n o t  c la im to -we  r e p r e s e n t  a d u l t s  who want  t h e  l aw 
changed)  ; (4 )  i f  a d o p t e d  a d u l t s  want t o  know t h e i r  g e n e t i c  h e r i t a g e  
" t h e y  c a n  a s k  t h e  c o u r t  t o  open t h e i r  r e c o r d s "  ( h e  i m p l i e d  t h e  c o u r t s  
a r e  c o o p e r a t i v e ;  a c t u a l l y ,  t h e y  r a r e l y  open  r e c o r d s  - two i n  Hennepin  
County i n  a11 t h e s e  y e a r s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ) ;  ( 5 )  t h e  b i l l  came up t o o  
h a s t i l y  and  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  t a k e  more t ime t o  we igh  t h e  i s s u e s  
more c a r e f u l l y ;  ( 6 )  a d o p t i o n s  o f  c a u c a s i o n  c h i l d r e n  may d w i n d l e  o r  
cease a l t o g e t h e r  i f  g e n e t i c  mot l lers  a r e  no  l o ~ l g e r  g u a r a n t e e d  t h e i r  
p r i v a c y .  

The S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee a p p e a r e d  m e r e l y  t o  b e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  m o t i o n s  o f  g i v i n g  us  a h e a r i n g .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  outcome was c e r t a i n  
even  b e f o r e  t h e  h e a r i n g  b e g a n .  A p o w e r f u l  member o f  t h e  commi t t ee ,  
S e n a t o r  Knutsen o f  B u r n s v i l l e  ( R e p u b l i c a n )  i s  a n  a d o p t i v e  f a t h e r  and 
o p p o s e s  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  r e c o r d s .  He i s  c l o s e  t o  some o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  
agency  p e o p l e  who oppose  t h e  b i l l ,  We d i d n ' t  have  a c h a n c e .  

The commi t t ee  t a b l e d  t h e  b i l l  u n t i l  n e x t  s e s s i o n ,  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 7 .  They 
w i l l  s e t  up an  i n t e r i m  s t u d y  commiss ion t o  d i g  i n t o  t h e  i s s u e .  L I N K  
and LEAF w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a d o p t i o n  agency  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  I assume,  mem- 
b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  . J u d i c i a r y  Committee.  We g o t  o f f  t o  a  f a s t  s t a r t  
w i t h  t h e  b i l l .  We had  a l r e a d y  g o t t e n  i t  t h r o u g h  two I-Iouse h e a r i n g s  

I 
I 

b e f o r e  much o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  became aware  o f  it! 

When I was a n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  m a j o r i n g  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  I was i m -  
p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  a rgumen t s  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  one house  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
s u c h  a s  N e b r a s k a ' s ;  Now t h a t  I have  s e e n  how easy i t  i s  f o r  a s m a l l  
g roup  o f  1 . e g i s l a t o r s  t o  b l o c k  a  b i l l  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i k e ,  I am even  more 
c o n v i n c e d !  

I f  any o f  you want t o  t a l k  f u r t h e r  a b o u t  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  you c a n  c a l l  me a t  9 2 0 - 2 7 5 1 .  

TI-IANK YOIJ ' S 
Our c o l l e c t i v e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  L a r r y  f o r  h i s  t lzorough and  f i n e  j o b  
a s  "our  man i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I I 



I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t o  a11 o f  you who w r o t e  l e t t e r s ,  made phone c a l l s  and 
o t h e r  e f f o r t s  on b e h a l f  0.f t h e  b i l l ,  we s a y  a h e a r t f e l t  " thankr ; .  I I 

A s  an  example o f  a n e  p e r s o n ' s  l e t t e r  t o  211  t h e  members o f  t h e  I-Iouse 
Committee and  t h e  S e n a t e  Committee,  we r ~ ? r o d u c e  t11e f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  
by Nancy Corey.  

LETTER TO COMMITTEE MEMBERS - NANCY COliEY 

A t  t h e  a g e  o f  3 3 ,  I began  a s e a r c h  f o r  m)- g e n e t i c  f a t h e r .  I t  t o o k  
t h a t  l o n g  t o  c r y s t a l i z e  i n  my nzind t h a t  1 c o u l d  do i t  and  t h a t  I 
s h o u l d  do i t .  I c o m p l e t e d  my s e a r c h  i n  a s o u t  a y e a r  and  a lla1f 
a g a i n s t  v e r y  g r e a t  o d d s .  About s i x  months ago I went  t o  see  him. 
I t  was a  c a t h a r t i c ,  r e l e a s i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  2nd I have  no  r e g r e t s  
a b o u t  d o i n g  i t .  My g e n e t i c  mo the r  had  co: .- . is tently r e f u s e d  t o  ., t e l l  me a b o u t  him, s o  I had  t o  do i t  t h e  z a r d  way. The way 1 
s e e  i t ,  s h e  does  n o t  have  t h a t  r i g h t ;  I Ern f a r  more bound up ~ v i t h  
him t h a n  s h e  e v e r  was.  A l t h o u g h  h i s  c i r c m s t a n c e s  were  n o t  t h e  b z s t ,  
t h a t  was n o t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g .  What wzs i m p o r t a n t  was f i n d i n g  
t h e  t r u t h ,  no matter what  it was; t o  corn5 f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  o n e r  s 
o r i g i n s ,  r o o t s ,  b e g i n n i n g s .  I am n o t  v e r ?  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  w h e t h e r  
o r  n o t  I w i l l  e v e r  s e e  him a g a i n .  In  f a c r ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  I will. 
n o t .  What i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h a t  one  m e e t i z ~  - t o  l o o k  i n  t h e  face ,  t o  
exchange  some words ,  some t h o u g h t s .  Al thcugh I had  n e v e r  met t h e  inan 
b e f o r e ,  I had  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  ' "he re  i s  my fa . the r ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  few words p a s s e d  be tween  u s .  T h a t  c be c a l l e d  g e n e s  o r  h e r e d i t y  
o r  b l o o d .  Whatever  i t  i s ,  i t  i s  t h e r e  an6 it i s  t a n g i b l e ,  I 1leve.r 
had  t h a t  f e e l i n g  i n  a l l  t h e  y e a r s  w i t h  my . adop t ive  f a t h e r  and h e  was 
a  1:,1ood r e l a t i v e .  

I f e e l  that t h e  " s e a l e d  r e c o r d s t 1  a r e  v e r y  ;>irong and the r o l e  o f  most 
o f  t h e  w e l f a r e  a g e n c i e s  o f  " p l a y i n g  God" i s  a c r i m e .  No g roup  o r  
i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t a n d  between .> ~ e n e t i c  p a r e n t  and  g e r l e t i c  

. c h i l d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .  T h e r e  can  b e  no question o f  p r i v a c y  o r  c o n f i d e n -  
t i a l i t y  11etween p a r e n t  and  c h i l d .  To deny a p e r s o n  k~ lowledge  o f  h i s  
o r i g i n s  i s  t o  deny p a r t  o f  h i s  b i r t h r i g h t  2 s  a humall b e i n g .  No agency  
h a s  any  l e g a l  p r e c e d e n t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  g e n e t i c  
p a r e n t  s h a l l  c a r r y  more w e i g h t  t h a n  t h e  r , , ; h t  o f  t h e  chi .1d t 9  k n u : ~  h i s  
o r i g i n s .  AI .1  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  b a l a n c e  o f  pcra;er have  been  on t h e  s i d e  o f  

*- . t h e  p a r e n t s ,  b o t h  g e n e t i c  and  a d o p t < - v e .  ~.-,e t ime i s  l o n g  o v e r d u e  f o r  
t h e  a d o p t e d  a d u l t  t o  r e c e i v e  liis r i g h t s .  

CAPSULE TFIOUGI-11's 
"Le t  us  n o t  be  d i s c o u r a g e d  by o u r  f i r s t  l . ; < i s l a t i v e  d e f e a t .  l l o p e f u l l y ,  - 
we w i l l  g a i n  by  n o t  h a v i n g  compromised whs: we r e a l l y  want - a t r u l y  
ope11 r e c o r d ! "  - Kathy Deiners 

" I t  was appa11.ing t o  me t h a t  s o  few l e g i s l ~ t o r s  a c t u r i l l y  sllowed up .  
The a p a t h y  shown by t h e s e  men was un l , e1 . i e - , .~b le  and c e r t a i n l y  i n c o ~ ~ s i s -  

F t e n t  w i t h  t h e  j o b  t h e s e  men s h o u l d  be  per::rming. t I - Kathy I I i l l  

"I was unhappy w i t h  t h e  d e t a c h m e n t  I s e n s t 1  i n  t h e  comr?l i t tee  members 
from t h e  v i t a l  i s s u e s  t h e y  were  d e a l i n g  \&tr:h, 'I'hey havc  no cmotio11al 
i n v o l v e m e ~ l t .  tlo~v can  we g e t  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  on t h e  p u l s e  o f  t h e  issue 
t h e y  have  i n  t h e i r  hands?"  - Nancy Corcy 



. . ,  . .  . .  . . . . . . . : . . . , ,  . , , 
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TI-IINGS HERE AND TIIERE 
From Ca thy  W a l l a c e ,  SEARCH, C o l o r a d o  - - - - o u r  b i l l  was t a b l e d ,  n o t  
k i l l e d .  But  a f t e r  you r e a d  i t  y o u ' l l  see  why. A t  t h e  h e a r i n g s ,  t h e  
a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  were o u t  i n  f u l l  f o r c e ,  ---we may t a c k  on an  amendment 
p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  names u n l e s s  p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s .  
- - - y e s ,  we h e a r d  a b o u t  y o u r  b i l l  t h r o u g h  J e a n  P a t o n  a n d  no ,  w e  d i d  n o t  
j o i n  as  a g r o u p .  L o t s  o f  p r o b l e m s  t h e r e  a s  e  do n o t ,  a t  t h i s  t ime,  
have  d u e s .  e a r e  g rowing  r a p i d l y  and  a r e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  r e o r g a n -  
i z a t i o n .  

U.S. S e n a t e  H e a r i n g s  - The A . I . S .  g roup  i n  Maryland  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  
a d o p t e e s  were  n o t  ' p e r m i t t e d  t o  a p p e a r  as w i t n e s s e s  i n  h e a r i n g s  which 
i n v o l v e d  t h e  b l a c k  and g r a y  m a r k e t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  were  a l l o w e d  t o  
s e n d  i n  a w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t .  The A c t  i s  t e r m e d  " O p p o r t t l n i t i e s  f o r  
Adop t ion  A c t  o f  1 9 7 4 "  and  was i n t r o d u c e d  by  S e n a t o r  C r a n s t o n  o f  C a l i f -  
o r n i a .  H e a r i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  h e l d  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  Committee on Labor 
and P u b l i c  W e l f a r e ,  Subcommit tee  on C h i l d r e n  and  Youth ,  o f  which  
S e n a t o r  Mondale i s  c h a i r m a n .  S e n a t e  Committee members a r e :  

W a l t e r  Mondale,Chairman,Minnesota Wm.Hathaway,Maine 
H a r r i s o n  W i l l i a m s ,  N . J .  R o b e r t  S t a f f o r d ,  V t .  
J e n n i n g s  Rando lph ,  'IV. Va . R o b e r t  T a f t , O h i o  
Edward Kennedy, Massc. J .  Glenn B e a l l ,  J r .  ,Md. 
G a y l o r d  I\Telson, IVisc. P a u l  L a x a l t , N e v a d a  
Alan  C r a n s t o n ,  C a l i f .  

From t h e  AIM Arrow, Mich igan  - They r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  f rom CONTACT, a  
t r a c i n g  a g e n c y  i n  Eng land  which  m a i n t a i n s  a r e g i s t e r  f o r  r e u n i o n s .  They 
s u c c e e d e d  i n  p u t t i n g  a b i l l  t h r o u g h  P a r l i a m e n t  e n a b l i n g  a d o p t e e s  t o  
r e c e i v e  a  copy o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  upon r e a c h i n g  t h e  
a g e  o f  m a j o r i t y .  (LINK h a s  had  f a v o r a b l e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  CONfL;iC1') 

L I N K  IrVAS THERE 
hlarcll - Maxine Prokop spoke  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  c l a s s  on a d o p t i o n  
laws (wh ich  r e p o r t e d l y  g e n e r a t e d  s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t ) .  

March 21st - Kathy Demers a t t e n d e d  a  m e e t i n g  a t  C h i l d r e n ' s  I.lome on 
" I d e n t i t y  Q u e s t  i l l  Korean A d o p t e e s .  I I 

A p r i l  1 2 t h  - Nancy Corey a t t e n d e d  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Minneso ta  
ALMA C h a p t e r .  T h e r e  were  s e v e n  p e o p l e  p r e s e n t  and  a  r e p o r t e d  2 5  
members i n  M i n ~ l e s o t a  . 
:4EI4BERSH I P 
IVe n e e d  a n  a c t i v e  membership! 1tre need  e v e r y o n e ' s  s u p p o r t  i f  e  a r c  
g o i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  any  m e a s u r a b l e  g o a l s .  You may t h i n k  you do n o t  have  
a n y t h i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  - t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e  - we need  you a l l !  To t h o s e  
o f  you who have  n o t  renewed - p l e s s e  g i v e  t h i s  you r  a t t e n t i o n .  To t h o s e  
o f  you rvllo have  been 0 1  t h e  f e n c e "  a b o u t  j o i n i n g ,  rue c a n  o n l y  s a y  t h a t  
t h e  b e n e f i t s  you w i l l  r e c e i v e  w i l l  b e  i n  d i r e c t  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  what you 
g i v e .  

F INANCES 
Our c u r r e n t  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a b o u t  $ 5 0 .  . Our income f l u c t u a t e s  f rom n o t h i n g  
t o  n o t  much. :'lost o f  o u r  p r i n t i n g  i s  d o n a t e d ,  b u t  we s t i l l  have  rnaxly 
e x p e n s e s  t o  m e e t .  We would be  most  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  any  d o n a t i o n s ,  wllether  
i t  be  money o r  s e r v i c e s .  Iihen y o u , a r e  a s k e d  t o  renew y o u r  a ~ e m b e r s h i p  
clues, we hope you w i l l  r e s p o n d  p r o ~ n p t l y .  



C O M I K G  UP - SOCIAL MEETING 
Our nex t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  a t  Nancy C o r e y ' s  on Monday, May 1 7 t h  - 
1700 West 7 6 t h  s t ,  A p t .  l C ,  R i c h f i e l d  - v e r y  e a s y  t o  f i n d  - i t ' s  .. 
The Colony i n  R i c h f i e l d ,  wh ich  s i t s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  7 6 t h  S t .  
e x i t  o f f  o f  35W g o i n g  S o u t h .  A f t e r  r e a c h i n g  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  e x i t ,  
t u r n  r i g h t  and  t u r n  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  d r i v e w a y .  A s l i g h t  j o g  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  and you w i l l  b e  f a c i n g  t h e  1700 b u i l d i n g .  8 :00  P.M. 

PERSONALS - 
We f e e l  a s i g n i f i c a n t  l o s s  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  due t o  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  
Maxine Prokop i n  F e b r u a r y  f o r  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s .  

L e t t e r  f rom Doro thy  Anderson - " H i ,  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  l a s t  
n i g h t  even  t h o  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  
Found a l i t t l e  a r t i c l e  t h a t  migh t  f i t  i n  somewhere and maybe i n t e r e s t  
even  one more p e r s o n  t o  come t o  t h e  m e e t i n g s  and  t r y  t o  h e l p  you i n  a l l  
y o u r  good works .  I '  

TI-IERE IS A I I I T C H  TO I T  

I 

With h i s  thumb, a h i t c h h i k e r  s a y s ,  "you f u r n i s h  t h e  g a s ,  c a r e ,  
a t t e n d  t o  t h e  r e p a i r s  and  upkeep ,  s u p p l y  t h e  i n s u r a n c e ,  and  1'11 
r i d e  w i t h  you .  B u t ,  i f  you have  a n  a c c i d e n t ,  1'11 s u e  you f o r  
damages . 1 1 

I t  sounded  p r e t t y  o n e - s i d e d ,  b u t  one  wonders  how many h i t c h h i l t e r s  
1 t h e r e  a r e  i n  many o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s c h o o l s  a n d  even  c h u r c h e s .  Many 

members ( a n d  e l i g i b l e  non-members) seem t o  s a y ,  "you go t o  t h e  
I m e e t i n g s ,  s e r v e  on b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i t t e e s ,  do t h e  p a p e r  work,  

s t u d y  t h e  i s s u e s ,  c o ~ l t a c t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  and  t a k e  care  o f  t h i n g s  
t h a t  n e e d  d o i n g  a n d  1'11 j u s t  go a l o n g  f o r  t h e  r i d e .  I f  t h i n g s  
d o n ' t  s u i t  my f a n c y ,  I w i l l  g e t  o u t  a n d  h i t c h h i k e  t o  a n o t h e r  g roup .  1 I 

H i t c h h i k e r  o r  d r i v e r  - which  k i n d  o f  member a r e  you? 

Any p r o b l e m s  o r  q u e s t i o n s ?  - p l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  - t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  happy t o  l e n d  a n  e a r :  

Kay Koop, S e c r e t a r y ,  429-0587 Nancy Corey,  861-4213 
Ed Loye,  P r e s i d e n t ,  722-0267 Kathy 1 . - I i l l ,  7 7 2 - 2 0 2 7  
Katy  Demers, C o o r d i n a t o r , 4 2 9 - 1 7 6 8  

. 
C L O S I N G  THOUGHTS 
From J i m  K l o b u c h a r l s  column i n  M i n n e a p o l i s  S t a r ,  A p r i l  6 t h  - an a c c o u n t  
o f  a 4 0  y e a r  o l d  woman's m e e t i n g  w i t h  g e n e t i c  f a t h e r  and s i b l i n g s  ( t h e  
d e t e c t i v e  work and m e e t i n g ,  a g i f t  b y  h e r  husband  f o r  h e r  4 0 t h  b i r t h d a y ) .  

" I t  had a l l  b e e n  s t i f l e d  s o  l o n g .  I t  was j u s t  an  u n i m a g i n a b l e  
f e e l i n g ,  a s  t hough  a  d a r k  and h o s t i l e  c u r t a i n  had s u d d e n l y  b e e n  
th rown b a c k  and t h e  s u n s h i n e  came s t r e a m i n g  in. I t  was j u s t  s o  
b e a u t i f u l  t o  b e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  y o u r  own f l e s h  and b l o o d  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t ime.  t I 

L I Y K  
P . O .  Box 8 5 2 8  

i t  Bear Lake,  Mn. 55110 
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