






- 
L.E.A,F.. T h i s  is an  exc i t i ng  prospect  f o r  t h e  of our organ- - - 
i s a t i o n ,  if you care about L.E. A.F. you w i l l  come t o  t h e  January 
meeting and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  e l ec t ion .  

1 Between now and then you a l l  have t h e  opportunity t o  volunteer  
f o r  off  ice o r  t o  nominate someone you cons idBr  capable f o r  o f f  ice .  

I 
We w i l l  be mail ing ou t  b a l l o t s  i n  ~ecember f o r  those  unable t o  a t t end  
t h e  January meeting; each paid LEAF member has one vote ,  

I I A s  of November lst, 1976 Cheryl H a l l  w i l l  be t he  ac t ing-pres ident  
she has advised t h a t  she w i l l  run  f o r  t h i s  off 
LEAF w i l l  be i n  good hands. 

'ice .in . . '  
January and s o  

I Exci-ting th ings  can and w i l l  happen if YOU become involved, bu t  1 I 
we c a n ' t  do it with ou t  YOUR he lp  I !  

I I I ' m  looking forward t o  a g r e a t  new year  as .Pub l i c i ty  Chairman 

I 
- 

f o r  LEAF s o  you will be hearing from me through t he  newslet ter .  

Yowc p a s t  p res iden t ,  

Sh i r l ey  N l o c k  

And how do you thank a person who has given he r  a l l  and who's hea r t  
Says t " I am no t  a teacher ,  only a fe l low t r a v e l l e r  of whom you have 
asked t h e  way....ao now dear  f r i e n d  with courage and t h e  knowledge 

I 1 
I f  I f o r  a l l  t h a t  you have done f o r  L,E.A.Fs ., Ata% A 

I 
" - - 

t h a t  you are no t  alone. .  . I 1  

Inadequate though it may be , . . . .  THANK YOU SHIRLEY,,... 

I 
- 



FROM THE COVER : I 
I .  . .  I . . . . . . . . . . . . m e  It a l l  s t a r t e d  8:00 PM June 3 0 t h , l 9 3  when I w a s  born 

"June Lee" t o  Katie and Ed.......Ed drove t ruck  and Katie had no money 
o r  p lace  of he r  own except with a few r e l a t i v e s ,  she  was one of 13 
ch i l d r en ,  h e r  parents  died when she  w a s  j yrs. old. 

I 1 E d ' s  f a m i l y  (MY =andparents !) took ca r e  of me t he  ma-iority of t h e  1 

I 
" , "  V , - " 

time, t h i s  went on f o r  4 years .  Born dur ing  t h i s  time were my bro ther  
~ o w i e  (now 24) and my s i s t e r  J ane l l e  (now 22). I was 4 y r s  . old  - when I - 
%tie gave m e  up f o r  adoption along with Howie and Janel le .  I 

I Howie and I were given through an  agency and J ane l l e  was given t o  Sam 

l 

and Florence t h e  people who Xatie cleaned house f o r .  Florence new me 
as ' ' l i t t l e  Junie" back then. I remember how hard it was t o  understand 
why I had t o  have a d i f f e r e n t  name when my adoptive parents  changed my 
name t o  Marise. I, a l s o ,  remember how scared  I was i n  t h a t  off  ice. . . . . 
a desk,  a few chairs and two s t r ange r s  looking a t  me as I h id  under 
the desk c ry ing  u n t i l  I was pul led  ou t  and had t o  a c t u a l l y  t a l k  t o  t h e  
two s t rangers !  Minutes l a t e r . . . o f f  I went with a new name, new pa ren t s  
t o  a new house where my new bro ther  Gary was wai t ing f o r  us! He w a s  
4 yrs. o l d e r  than me, w e  each had our  own rooms. Slowly my new l i f e  
seemed t o  pu t  i tself  toge the r  again. . . . there  were d o l l s ,  toys ,  p e t s ,  
b i r thday  p a r t i e s ,  t r i p s  i n  t h e  summer time and parents  who loved and 
cared  f o r  me. But . . . . I  was always unsure of it al l .  I never questioned 
anything,  I t h i n k  I was too  scared t o .  

I It wasen't u n t i l  I had ch i ld ren  of my own t h a t  I wanted t o  know t h e  

I facts surrounding my sdopt ion and why I d i d n ' t  have my blood r e l a t i v e s .  
The first a t tempt  i n  f i n d i n g  my 4 yea r  o ld  gene t ic  p a s t  was i n  October 
1972 when I contacted Ruth Wiedell a t  t h e  S t a t e  Adoption Dept., she  I 

I 
- 

X was l i - t ; t le  t h a t  I was given away.. ." . . .  '7 ? I 

I I 
- 

gave me some information which seemed t o  be enough f o r  then. I 
I As t he  rnonths and years  went on, I began t o  wonder more and more, "who 

do I look  l i k e ,  is my b i r t h  mother p r e t t y ,  what is she l i k e ,  who did I 
i n h e r i t  my good and bad q u a l i t i e s  from, was t he r e  something I did when I 

I ' be  1st of June 1976 I began f i nd ing  t he  answers t o  some of my quest-  
:ions w i t h  t h e  background information from Catholic Soc ia l  Serv ice  and 

I e search he lp  of Cheryl Hall from LEAF. I 
(cont 'd .  ) I 



I c a l l e d  the  newspaper i n  t he  small town where I was born and asked i f  
t he r e  was a record of a baby g i r l  being born on June 30 th ,  1951 by t he  
name of June Lee I d i d n ' t  know t h e  last name and t h a t ' s  what I 
needed. The c l e r k  came back t o  t h e  phone and said YES a baby g i r l  was 
born t o  Ed Ruddle,Jr.  on t h a t  day I! I f e l t  cold and happy and very 
exc i ted ,  a t  l a s t  I had - t h e  name! 

Relieved , I sat down and went through t h e  Minneapolis phone book..... 
t h e r e  it was "ED RUDDIEv..  . .again I f e l t  cold and happy and still more 
r e l i eved  as I began t o  d ia l  t he  number. It was my.Grandfather who 
answered, he remembered me and was c e r t a i n l y  very surpr i sed .  I asked 
where h i s  son Fd Ruddle, Jr. was ? H e  explained t h a t  Sonny (my b i r t h  
f a t h e r )  works on var ious  farms i n  North Dakota, t h a t  he c a l l s  about 

I once a month, comes t o  v i s i t  when he f e e l s  l i k e  it and t h a t  he d i d n ' t  

1 have a number where he could be reached, bu t  he gave me phone numbers 
s o  I could t a l k  t o  my Aunts, So I took a deep brea th  and c a l l e d  my 1 Aunts, they too  were very su rp r i sed  t o  hea r  from me. They t o l d  me t h a t  
I had been very c lo se  t o  my Grandmother who had died 3 yrs, earlier of 
cancer. They were hoping back then t h a t  I would remember t h e  l a s t  name 1 of Ruddle and come t o  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  bu t  no chance I couldnl t remember 
anything. Grama had saved some of my dresses, locks  of my h a i r  and 
p i c tu r e s  of me when I was small, bu t  after he r  dea th  they g o t  r i d  of 
a l l  these  things.  ( 1 ' m  25 yrs. o ld  and I ' v e  never seen a p i c t u r e  of 
myself as a baby. ) 

Well, t h e  day came when my b i r t h  f a t h e r  called h i s  f a t h e r  and was t o l d  
about me. , . , . .ha l f  an  hour l a t e r  he ca l led . . . ,he  was s o  happy and 
exci ted  t o  hear  me again after a l l  those years.  He had nothing good t o  
say about Katie (my b i r t h  mother). They were no t  l e g a l l y  married, he 
was d r iv ing  t ruck  over t h e  road when she decided t o  g ive  us up f o r  
adoption,  she took me from my Grandparents home one day and none of 
them ever  saw o r  heard from me again. . .  . u n t i l  t h a t  wonderful day i n  
June! My b i r t h  f a t h e r  t o l d  me he had gone t o  the  County and t o l d  them 
what had happened and they said t he r e  was nothing he could do because 
they were no t  married. He said he thought of me o f t e n  through the  years 
and s o  d i d  Grama, bu t  he gave up and f e l t  t h e r e  was no use... t o  t h i s  
day he has never married. 

I have found my bro ther  Howie and my s i s t e r  J ane l l e  w e  wr i t e  t o  each 
o ther  and M (my b i r t h  f a t h e r )  c a l l s  twice a month t o  s e e  t h a t  every- 
th ings  a l r i g h t .  I ' v e  t a lked  t o  Katie (my b i r t h  mother) over $he phone, 
but  she had nothing t o  say ,  I did a l l  t h e  t a l k i n g  and f e l t  very uneasy 
and ou t  of p lace ,  but  she took it alrigh-t;. I ' m  glad I know a l i t t l e  
of what s h e ' s  l i k e ,  but  she seems l i k e  she cou ldn ' t  c a r e  l e s s  about me, 
but then I know she has  a l o t  of problems, t d  

- JZI 
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