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Meet inas:  F i r s t  Saturdav o f  each 
# 

month , 1:00 P.M., ~i i t h  F l o o r ,  
Downtown L i b r a r y .  You a r e  welcome. 

Copy r igh t  1981 by t h e  Kansas C i t y  
A d u l t  Adoptees. Pe rm iss ion  t o  r e -  
p r i n t  a r t i c l e s  from THE ADOPTOLOGIST 
i s  granted,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  re fe rence  
i s  made t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  i t s  d a t e  
o f  i s sue  and t he '  au tho r ,  i f shown. 

- 
I KANSAS CITY OFFICERS 

Pres iden t .  . .............. June Tanner 
V i  ce-Pres i den t . .  . . . . . . . . Kermi t Karns 
Record ing Sec 'y .  .. Karen Sue Tompkins 
Corresponding Sec ' y  ......,. Mary F u r r  
Membership . . . . . . . .  Lorene Summerski l l  
Leg i s  1 a t  i ve Chmn . . . . . . . Tom A l l i n g t o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Ass t . .Caro lann  S t e i n b e r g  
Researchers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . June Tanner 

Nancy Hudson 
News le t t e r  . .....,...... Leona Umphrey 

Wendy Arne1 1 
T reasurer  ........ L i n d a  Gayle Hartman 

h he N a t i o n a l  congress Convent i o n  
h e l d  i n  o u r  area was a  r e a l i s t i c  ex- 
pe r ience  o f  emot iona l  h i g h s  and lows. 
A p p r e c i a t i o n  i s  b e l a t e d l y  extended 
t o  a1 1 persons who came f rom f a r  and 
near  t o  h o l d  workshops, s i t  on pane ls  
and make t a l k s  .... h e l p i n g  each o f  us 
r e a l i z e  we a r e  n o t  a l one  i n  o u r  emo- 
t i o n s .  

There a r e  n e a r l y  240 o rgan i  za- 
t i o n s  equal  t o  ours ,  and s i n c e  o u r  
own i n c e p t i o n  we have served  n e a r l y  
one thousand persons.  

I n  England, Wales, and Sco t land  
t h e  records  a r e  w ide  open. A t  t h e  
p resen t  t ime  here,  f i v e  s t a t e s  have 
open r-ecords and i n  t h i r t e e n  s t a t e s  
access t o  records  i s  I1a l  lowedi1. I n  
M i ssou r i  records  a r e  c losed .  I ICorn- 

. ! I  , . 
. ,&..:.*- ""/ RES I  DENT I S  

As usua l ,  my te lephone has been 
r i n g i n g  o f f  t h e  w a l l  today.  I t  w i l l  
con t i nue  t o  do s o  as l ong  as t h e r e  - 

a r e  adoptees, b i r t h p a i - e n t s ,  s i b l i n g s ,  
grandparents ,  e t c .  who have t h e  need 
t o  l o c a t e  a i i l o s t i i  l o ved  one they 
f e e l  compel led t o  f i n d .  The o n l y  way 
t o  accompl i s h  t h i s  i s  t o  cha l l enge  
and change t h e  e x i s t i n g  . laws t h a t  
b i n d  us t o  a  c o n t r a c t  we a r e  n o t  even 
a1 1 owed t o  read. We shou ld  a l l  ge t  
beh ind  t h e  American Adop t ion  Congress, 
l e t  i t  be known we a r e  i n  every  c i t y ,  
eve ry  s ta te ,  n o t  j us t one lone  adoptee 
begging f o r  any smal l  b i t  o f  in forma-  
t i o n  a  c l e r k  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  hand ou t .  
W r i t e  t o  you r  senators  and s t a t e  re- 
p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  T a l k  any t ime anyone 
w i l l  l i s t e n .  Educate o n l y  one person 
and he i n  t u r n  can educate  one more. 

B i  r t h p a r e n t  come fo rwa rd  and l e t  
i t  be known t h a t  you want t o  know 
where your  c h i l d  i s .  Adop t i ve  pa r -  
en t s  h e l p  you r  c h i  l d r e n  search f o r  
b i r t h  f a m i l i e s .  Le t  o t h e r s  know. 
Th i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  way we can educate 
those o u t s i d e  t h e  t r i a d .  
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TH l S NEWSLETTER 

i s  P r i n t e d  Cour tesy o f  

FLORAL HILLS FUNERAL HOME 

pe l  l i n g  needi1 i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  
any i nfor i i ia t  i o n .  
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FRUSTRATED v l CTORY SYNDROME 

I found my fami 1y i n  1978. This p rec ious  news was met w i t h  o p p o s i t i o n  
from some of t he  l e a s t  expected sources, Re la t i ves  and f r i e n d s  who have be- 
come adop t i ve  paren ts  cou ld  n o t  see my reason f o r  search ing i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace.  
They were immediate ly o n  t h e  defensive. I found a l i e n a t i o n  i n  some r e l a t i o n -  
sh ips  which I had l ong  t reasured.  Al though I s t i l l  s t r u g g l e  t o  understand 
t h e i r  p o i n t  o f  view, it takes r e a l  courage t o  absorb such a development w i t h  
empathy. I f  you i n i t i a t e  a Search you must be prepared t o  accept  t he  con- 
sequences which may develop. I n s u l a t e  y o u r s e l f  aga ins t  disappointment,  fo r  
t h e r e  a re  p i t f a l l s  i n  FINDING. 

An adootee who searches does so t o e l a y  t o  r e s t  t h e  i nne r  t u r m o i l  o f  
emotions and ques t ions  t h a t  l ong  have l a i n '  dormant. O f  course some o the rs  
may n o t  understand, b u t  I have found through ou r  adop t i ve  group and t he  
~ a t i o n a l  conference here  of t he  American Adopt ion Congress t h a t  I c e r t a i n l y  
have never been alone.  Near ly  t e n  percent  o f  America 's p o p u l a t i o n  i s  now 
l e g a l l y  adopted. Thousands have been brought  up such as I, w i t h  the  st igma 
o f  a shrouded past ,  o f  be ing  d i f f e r e n t  through no f a u l t  of t h e i r  own; w i t h  t h e  
same problems, f ee l i ngs ,  l one l i ness  which I exper ienced as a c h i l d .  Th i s  very 
f a c t  t h a t  I was not a lone was comfor t ing,  a r e a l  r e v e l a t i o n .  We a re  n o t  t o  be .. . . . 

thwar ted i n  ou r  goa ls  i n  l i f e ,  i n  our  ambi t ions,  n o r  were we meant t o  f e e l  
. .. . . 

i n f e r i o r  by f e e l i n g  shortchanged i n  l i f e .  Even spouses have s u f f e r e d  need- . .... . 
l ess  concern as they  observe ou r  s t r u g g l e .  t o  f i n d  ou r  t r u e  se lves .  

.-... .- .. 
. . 

Make no mistake.  We need t o  know ou r  background, n o t  o n l y  because o f  . ..I 

medical  reasons, b u t  from the  moral s tandpo in t  of g i v i n g  s t a b i l i t y  t o  ou r  
descendants. I t  i s  ou r  proper  h e r i t a g e  and p laces a meaningful  ex is tence  t o  
our  being. But be g i r d e d  f o r  whatever may develop. Meet ing r e j e c t i o n  may n o t  
be t he  o n l y  o b s t a c l e  i n  a' FIND. Be ready t o  absorb whatever may b e f a l l  and you 
w i l l  s t i l l  be a winner .  GOOD LUCK. 

Leona Umph r e y  , 
Ed i t o r  - - - - - L - - - " - - I - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I n  1 i e u  o f  a f i nd ,  these words from the 139th .Psalm may be of  comfort t o  those 
adoptees i n  search. .... 

"You made a1 1 t h e  de l  i ca te ,  inner  p a r t s  o f  my body, and k n i t  
\ 

them toge the r  i n  my mother 's  womb. Thank you f o r  making me 
so wonder fu l l y  complex! I t  i s  amazing t o  t h i n k  about. Your 
workmanship i s  marvelous - and how w e l l  I know it. You were 
t he re  whi 1e I was be ing  formed i n  u t t e r  sec lus ion !  You saw me 
be fo re  I was born and scheduled every  day o f  my 1 i f e  be fo re  I 
began t o  breathe.  Every day was recorded i n  your  Book!" 

- The L i v i n g  B i b l e  
BOOKS TO READ: 

TWICE BORN ( ~ e m o i  r s  of an adopted daughter) by B e t t y  Jean L i  f t o n .  
BIRTHMARK ( w r i t t e n  by a n a t u r a l  mother) by L o r r a i n e  Dusky  vans Press, 1979). 
-ION TRIANGLE by A r t h u r  D. Sorosky, Annet te  Baran and Reuben Panor. 
ORPHAN T R A I N  by James Magnuson and Dorothea G.' P e t r i e .  
I WOULD H A V t  SEARCHED FOREVER (By a b i r t h  mother r e u n i t e d )  by Sandra Musser 

These books a re  a v a i l a b l e  a t  most book s t o res  o r  can be 
ordered for  you, o r  perhaps you can f i n d  them a t  1 i b r a r i e s .  
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Attendees at the KCAAO/AAC Conference, Kansas City, MO May 29-30, 1981 

ALBERT, Judy, 26431 Roswell Av., Long Beach, CA 90803 213-433-7075 
ALLINGTON, Thomas J., 705 N. Seminole, Independence, MO 64056 816-796-7002 
ANDERSON, Carole, 1141 Independence Av., Waterloo , IA 50703 319-232-3916 
ARNELL; WENDY M. , 1707 NE 75th Terr., Gladstone, MO 64118 816-436-4792 
ASKIN, I. Jayne, 2730 Albatross, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 714-540-6837 
BARGERON, Frances, 804 Sunset Ave., Dallas, TX 75208 405-722-2080 
BATY, Roberta M, 1244 E. Seminole, Springfield, MO 65804 417-836-2811 
BERNTH, Jean, 6211 S. 73 Ave, Ralston, NE 68127 402-331-0582 
BERNTH, Lonnie, 11 I I I I 

BLOCK, Jan 7543 E. Polk St., Scottsdale, b 85257 
BOGGS, Sherry, 1114 NW 29th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73106 . 405-524-6649 
BOMGARDNER, Elizabeth, 702 N. Jefferson, Plainville, KS 67663 
BOMGARDNER, Van, 11 11 

BOSSERT, Meredith Ann, 6142 S. Valley Dr., Morrison; CO 80465 303-697-4535 
BRAUN, Daniel, 1804 S. 291 Hwy, Independence, MO 64057 816-257-7898 
BRAUN, Sue, 11 

It 11 

BRENNER, Peg, 1009 Shirley Ave., Toledo, OH 43607 
BRENNER, Steve, 11 11 

BRETT, Mary, 4521 Overland Dr., NE., Albuquerque, NM 87109 
BRINKOS, Mary Jane, 28 York Valley Cres., Willowdale, Ontario M2P 1A7 
BROWN, Diana, 354 Georgetown Dr., Daytona Beach, FL 32018 
BROWN, Patricia, 6682 Lowell Dr., Merriam, KS 66202 913-432-9133 
BURDETTE, Paula M., 7004 Nocturne Rd, N., Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 614-861-2580 
BURLINGAME, Debra, 315 E. 86th, 18P, New York, NY 10028 
BURLINGAME, Patricia, 118 London Ct., Anaheim, CA 92806 714-778-1355 
CARTON, Nancy Drumheller, 13208 68th Place, NE, Kirkland, WA 98033 206-823-9069 
CECIL,+Linda, 5214 Firwood Lane, Louisville, KY 40291 
CASO, Al., 768 Jill Ave, Santa Clara, CA 95050 249-3975 
CASO, Farrell, II 11 11 

CHASE, Betty, 1328 Charlotte St., St. Maria, CA 93454 805-922-7251 
COLLIER, John, 8402 England, Overland Park, KS 66212 913-381-6272 
COLLIER, Syd., II 1t 

COLVIN, Edward A ,  5751 Camellia, #303, N. Hollywood, CA 91601 213-763-4603 
COOK, Nancy, Catholic Social Services, 229 S. 8th St., KC, KS 66106 913-621-1504 
CONNER, Anna D., 1397 Bellingham Way, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
CRAMER, Carol, 6637 McLean Dr., McLean, VA 22101 
CROCKER, Joyce, 8424 Comet, Cucamonga, CA 91730 714-982-1249 
CROUCH, Margie, 5816 Forest Oak, Fort Worth, TX 76119 817-535-3980 
DAVIS, Debi, 7500 Cogs Well Rd., Romulus, MI 48174 
DAVIS, Joe 
DAVIS, Tara, 1628 Spruce, Kansas City, MO 64126 816-241-7683 
DEAN, Marilyn, 9901 SE Shoreland Dr., Bellevue, WA 98004 454-3793 
DE LA FUENTE, Betty L., 3440 NW Edgewater Trail, Kansas City, MO 64151 
DENNING, WINIFRED, 302 S. 4th St., Salina, KS 67401 
DENNIS, GARY, Box 1185, Council Bluffs, IA 51502 712-328-8311 

* DIX, Thelma C., Gen. Del., Silver City, NM 88061 (no mail) 
DYKAS, F. ~nn,5000 Oak #193, Kansas City, MO 64112 816-931-3629 
EK, Barbara, 5219 McCoy, Kansas City, MO 64133 816-732-1518 
EK, Robert, I I 11 

ENDO, Bonnie Barmore, 6191 Jean Dr., Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
ESPARZA, Carolyn, 615 Elm, San Antonio, TX 78202 
FILE, Salle, 13101 Blackstone, NE., Albuquerque, NM 87111 505-293-3144 
FOSTER, Dorothy, 625 S. Sirrine, Mesa, A 2  85202 602-969-6042 
FULTON, JoAnn 
FUNK, Beverly, 2808 Gilmar Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89102 
FUNK, Dean, 11 

Esther R., 10204 NM 8711 1 505 - 799 - 4707 
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GEORGE, Marilyn K., 1130 NE 92nd St., Miami, FL 33138 
GIENAPP, Rita K,, 4131 Broadway, 412, Kansas City, MO 64111 816-561-5673 
GILL, Jacki, 10 Forest St., Dexter, ME 04930 207-924-3030 
GONYO, Barbara, 3634 N. Overhill, Chicago, IL 60631 312-625-4476 
GRAHAM, Carol Ann, 8004 E. 79th St., Kansas City, MO 64138 816-358-3974 
GRAHAM, Mary Sirmnons, Rt 5, Box 172, Joplin, MO 64801 417-623-2503 
GREENHALGH, Ivy, 11602 N. 52nd St., Tampa, FL 33617 
GRUBE, Joyce, RR 1, Box 14, Preston, MO 56732 
GRUBE, Lavern, II II 

HAGEN, Lois J., 9607 NW 77th Terr., Kansas City, MO 64152 816-741-6718 
HALSNE, Thelia, 4405 NE 46th, Kansas City, MO 64117 
HAMMOND, Susan, 10114 Crescent Rd., Cupertino, CA 95014 
HANCOX, Karen, 15 ~a~ersville Ct., Etobicolce, Ontario M9C 4A2 
HANSSEN, Gail M., 15 Windsor Rd, Milford, MA 01757 612-47.3-7630 
HARTMAN, Gayle, H-8, Lake Lotawana, MO 64063 816-578-4345 
HOOD, Charlotte, 819 NE 58th St., Seattle, WA 98105 206-522-4959 
HOOPER, Jill R., 1168 E. 600 so,#A, Salt Lake City, UT 84102 
HORSEY, Gayle, 8030 NE 50th, Kansas City, MO 64119 816-455-2716 
HOTS, Edna, 1913 118th Ave, NE,Lake Stevens, WA '98528 
HOTS, Patty Lynn, 2825 57th Drive, Marysville, WA 98270 
HUDSON, Nancy, 4405 W. 62nd Terr., Fairway, KS 66205 913-262-0836 
HUTCHESON, Elizabeth A*, 1012 Forest, Kansas City, MO 64106 816-831-9756 
IRELAND, Sylvia, 3725 NE 48th St., Kansas City, MO 64119 816-454-3461 
ISSA, Elias, 15902 W. 154th Terr., Olathe, KS 66062 

11 
913-432-5158 

ISSA, Jeane tta, II 
*. 

JOHNSON, Judy, 1008 Barberry Lane, Mount Prospect, IL 60056 312-255-8877 
JOHNSON, SANDY, 436 S. 1st St., Council Bluffs, IA 51501 712-323-5493 
JONES, Douglas, 7127 Princeton, University C,ity, MO 63130 
JONES, Nancy, 11 II 

JONES, Dianne, 2010 Peniston, New Orleans, LA 70015 
KARNS, Kermit B o y  5329 N. Michigan, Kansas City, MO 64118 816-453-1294 
KARNS, Lottie, I I 11 

KASKA, Patrice, 2053 Apple-ton #E, Long Beach, A 90803 
KLASSEN, Janice W., Rt 1, Box 38, Mtn Lake, MN 56159 

I I1 
507-427-2741 

KLASSEN, Carol, 
I LA MONTAGNA, Patricia J., 5474 N. New England, Chicago, IL 60656 312-774'9198 
I 
I LANDSBUXG, Dean, 10901 Winner Rd, Independence, MO 64052 816-373-0242 
I LEE, JoAnne, 4218 N. 56th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85031 
I LEE, John, I I 

I 
I 

LEVINE, Marshall A ,  6106 Ivydene Terr., Baltimore, MD 21209 
I LIFTON, Betty Jean, 
I LONGORIA, Carol, 4275 Camden Ave, San Jose, CA 95124 

I I 
408-264-3637 

I LONGORIA, Joffre, 
LOTT, David, RR 1, Morton, IL 61550 
LOTT, Sandra I I 

MACKENZIE, Nina, 5664 Pierce St., Omaha, NE 68106 402-515-9497 
MADDY, Billie, 1628 Spruce, Kansas City, MO 64126 816-241-7683 
MADDY, Donald, II 

MERCER, June, 18 Kestell Lane, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada 
MERCER, W. E., II 

MORRIS, Chris (see Ivy Greenhalgh) 
MUNSON, Jean, Box 162, Moylan, PA 19065 
MUSSER, Sandra, 37 E. Walnut Ave., Merchantville, NJ 08109 
McAFEE , Leanna, 4523 S. Crysler, Independence, MO 64055 
McCURDY, Laurie, Box 158, Clinton, WI 53525 
McCURDY, Laverne, t t 

McKEE, Mary 
NOTESTEIN, Mimi, P.O. Box 11752, Milwaukee, WE 53211 4 1 4 - 9 6 4 9 '  
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O'DELL, Robert D., 98 Rosepark Drive, North Platte, NE 69101 

OTTO, Nancy, 5713 Boca Raton, Ft. Worth, TX 76112 816-451-0893 
OVERSTREET, Barbara (see Linda Cecil) 
PALMER, Patricia, 213 SW Flynn Dr., Ankeny, IA 50021 
PANETHIERE, Henry, (~issouri State senator) 1125 f rand, Kansas City, MO 64106 
PARNELL, Tom, 515 N. Union St., Appleton, WI 54911 
PARSHALL, Vivian, 821 145 Place, SE, Bellevue, WA 98007 - 
PARTRIDGE, PENNY CALLAN, 526 W. Ellet St, Philadelphia, PA 19119 
PATON, Jean, 2141 Road 2300, Cedaredge, CO 81413 
PETERSON, Pennie, 1225 Vienna Dr., Sp-193, Sunnyvale, CA 94086 215-844-3384 
POSER, Jean, 4995 N. Bellefontaine, Kansas City, MO 64119 816-452-8131 
PROBASCO, Kris A., 201 W. Lexington, #300, Independence, MO 64050 
PULLIS, Mary Kathleen, 341 Windward, Shell Beach, CA 93449 805-773-5896 
REED, Lynda, 8220 N61 114th, Oklahoma City, OK 73132 
RICH, Joseph Dean, RR 2, Brighton, IA 52540 319-694-4278 
RILLERA, Mary Jo., 7571 Westminster Ave, Westminster, CA 92683 714-892-4098 
ROBERSON, Jolene, 1511 Delaware. St., Leavenworth, KS 66048 913-651-3919 
ROBERTS, Janice S., 2249 Univ. Hills Blvd, Toledo, Ohio 43606 
ROBERTS, January, P.O. Box 1212, Madison, CT 06443 305-283-9006 
ROBIE, Diane C., 9320 SW 170th St., Miami, FL 33157 
ROSENBAUII, Susan, 3422 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618 312-327-7037 
ROSS, Jean, 1203 Hill St., Suffield, CT 06078 
SAGEHORN, Eva, 8422 Broadmoor Lane, Overland Park, KS 66212 913-648-6062 
SANDERS, Pat, 2011 Riverside Dr., Santa Ana, CA 92707 
SCHECHTER, Ann, 1142 Morris Rd., Wynnewood, PA 19096 215-642-9096 
SCHECHTER, Marshall, 11 

SCHIMBERG, Mary, Cath. Social Svcs., 229 S. 8th, KC, KS. 66106 913-621- 1504 
SCHUMMER, Vikki, 4255 St. Clair Ave., Studio City, CA 91604 
SEGO, Robert. 8939 E. 57th, Kansas City, MO 64133 816-356-8716 
SHAMPINE, Helen, 5421 Cameo Rd, Carpinteria, CA 93013 
SKARTEL, Betty S., 1211 W. 61st St., Kansas City, MO 64113 816-444-3229 
SIEGMOND, Warren, 382 Central Park, West, New York, NY 212-663-2954 
SITTERLY, Nancy L., 1203 Hill St., Suffield, CT 06078 
SLY, Kathleen A*, 11440 Aclare St., Artesia, CA 90701 213-865-7854 
SNYDER, Doris, 9 Hilltop Rd, Council Bluffs, IA 51501 
SNYDER, Fred, 11 

STEIWBERG, Carolann, 704 W. 75th Terr, Kansas City, MO 64114 816-363-1646 
STEINBERG, David 11 

STOPPEL, Diana, 314 S. Rutan, Wichita, KS 67218 

SUMMERSKILL, Lorene, 8521 Arlington, Raytown, MO 64138 816-356-8603 
SWEARINGEN, Jay C., 13906 Pepperrell Dr., Tampa, FL 33624 813-961-4277 
TANNER, June, 6602 Manchester, Kansas City, MO 64133 816-356-5213 
TANNER, Jerry, 11 

TANSEY, Beve, P.O. Box 867, Waterloo, Ontario N2J 4C3 
TAYLOR, Heidi, 573 Hollyburne Lane, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 805-496-0554 
TEACHER, Mary Ann, RD 2, Box 191, Chester Springs, PA 19425 

Barbara, 11017 Franklin St., Omaha, NE 68154 402-493-3886 

THOMPSON, Elma, 2635 Hyland, Ferndale, MI 48220 
TILL, Mary E., 6723 Englewood, Raytown, MO 64133 (no mail) 
TINKHAM, Karen, P.O. Box 1432, Litchfield Park, AZ 85340 
TOMPKINS, Karen, 1805 Ponca Drive, Independence, MO 64058 816-796-8687 
TURNER, Candy, Rt 1, Box 7, Sarcoxie, MO 64862 714-548-3679 
UMPHREY, Clarence, 8216 NW Waukomis Dr., Kansas City, MO 64151 

1 I 816-587-9095 UMPHREY, Leona, 
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VANDER EYK, Rene K., 2159 Barneswood, Rochester, M I  48063 
VERSLAND, Sharon, P. 0. Box 181, B i g  Timber, MT 59011 
VILARDI, Emma May, P. 0. Box 2312, Carson C i t y ,  NV 89702 
WAGES, Kerry  
WAGES, V i c k i e  
WAGNER, Joanne, 6503 E. 110th Terr., Kansas C i t y ,  MO 64134 
WAGNER, Me lv in  E., I I 

WAHRER, Debbie, 9813 Zimmer D r . ,  Algonquin, I L  60102 
WALK, Linda, 1430 2nd Ave. SE, Cedar Rapids, I A  52403 
WARD, E l i zabe th  A., Rt.2, Oak Crest Ests., Rogersvi 1 l e ,  MO 65742 41 7-753-3774 
WICKHAM, Karen, 1328 Char lo t te ,  Santa Maria,  CA 93454 . 
W I RTH, Connie C.  , 7035 Cody, Shawnee, KS 66203 3 1 3-268-8545 
YTURRIAGA, Dorothy, 5108 Adai r Way, San Jose, CA 95124 408-356-2747 
ZOUBEK, M r s .  Don, 2616 Crestview Road, Norfolk, NE 68701 

&-DRIVER, JoAnn, 8800 Denise Dr . ,  Lou isv i  1 le, KY 40291 

LEGISLATION I N  M I S S O U R I  

Our l e g i s l a t i v e  committee i s  o rgan iz ing  on a  l a r g e  sca le  f o r  a  s t a t e -  
wide lobby ing  e f f o r t  i n  support  o f  open adopt ion  records i n  M issour i .  

Anyone who has searched f o r  h i s  b i r t h  f a m i l y  o r  h i s  s o c i a l  and medical 
h i s t o r i e s  knows o f  t he  t ime, s t r u g g l e  and turmoi  1 caused by t he  process 
o f  p i e c i n g  b i t s  o f  i n fo rma t ion  together  i n  hopes o f  d i scove r i ng  s i g n i  f i -  
cant c lues.  Our o rgan i za t ' i on ' f ee l s  s t r o n g l y  committed t o  the  goal o f  
open adopt ion records.  We view i t  as a  r i g h t  an'd a  necess i t y  i f  we are 
t o  be complete i n d i v i d u a l s .  Open adopt ion records would n o t  mean manda- 
t o r y  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  t he  in fo rmat ion  t o  a1 1 adoptees and b i r t h p a r e n t s .  I t  
would s imply  g i v e  us the  choice. Our group s t i l l  p rov ides  guidance and 
support  t o  a d u l t s  i n  search o f  t h e i r  b i r t h  fami 1y o r  h i s t o r i e s .  However, ,-.. 

we f e e l '  the  t ime i s  NOW f o r  us and a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  persons t o  s o l i d i f y  and 
u n i f y  our  e f f o r t s  i n  order  t o  work towards more equal and rep resen ta t i ve  
adopt ion laws. 

Las t  year,  t he  Missour i  House and Senate bo th  in t roduced p o s i t i v e  l e g i s -  ... 

l a t i o n  on open records.  However, bo th  b i l l s  d ied  i n  committee. We a re  . . 

expec t ing  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  again be in t roduced i n  the January session o f  
1982. The goal o f  our  group i s  t o  have a  con tac t  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  every 
county i n  Missour i  who i s  w i  1 1  i ng  t o  support  and work w i t h  us on our lob- 
by ing  e f f o r t .  The con tac t  person would be respons ib le  f o r  educat ing  t h e i r  
own l e g i s l a t o r s  on th ree  bas i c  issues. These issues are: open adopt ion 
records,  the  m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r s  behind a  search f o r  a b i r t h  f am i l y ,  and 
how f o r  many adoptees t he  s o c i a l  and medical  h i s t o r i e s  a re  an i n teg ra ' l  
and necessary component i n  i d e n t i t y  in fo rmat ion .  Hope fu l l y  you would be !. 
ab le  t o  form a l o c a l  core group t o  he lp  you. Other ways you cou ld  be 05 

I 

he lp  i s  by educat ing  your own c i r c l e  o f  f r i e n d s ,  fami 1y and acquaintances 
on the  issues, o r  by c a l l  i ng  o r  sending a  handwr i t ten  no te  t o  your  legis; . 
l a t o r s ,  i n fo rming  them how you stand on an issue. 

We need t o  get  the  word out .  .So i f  you would l i k e  t o  he lp ,  know o f  
anyone who would 1 i ke t o  he lp  o r  i f  you need a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion ,  please 
f e e l  f ree  t o  w r i t e  t o  the  L e g i s l a t i v e  Committee, KCAAO, P. 0. Box 15225, 
Kansas C i t y ,  Missour i  64106. 

Carolann Ste inberg,  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
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