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The board of d i r e c t o r s  f e e l s  i t  i s  t ime t h a t  we have a newsle t ter  t o  keep our 
members informed as t o  where we stand as a group and what our  needs are. 

This newsle t ter  can on l y  be successful i f  everyone i n  the group f e e l s  a respon- 
s i b i l i t y  t o  con t r i bu te  t o  it, read it, and pass i t  on. I f  you have any suggestions 
f o r  t h i s  l e t t e r  a t  a l l  -- please l e t  us know: Our news le t te r  needs a name! We are 
hoping t h a t  our nex t  issue can be t i t l e d .  

K. C. A. A. 0 has an ongoing scrapbook f o r  which we are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  news 
a r t i c l e s  from a l l  over the  country. This  inc ludes Ann Landers, Dear Abby, ed i t o -  
r i a l  and reunion s t o r i e s .  

Our o rgan iza t ion  needs 01 d c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  , b lue  books, c r i  ss-cross d i r e c t o r -  
i e s  and d i s t a n t  telephone books. I f  you can con t r i bu te  any o f  these items we would 
g r e a t l y  appreciate rece i v i ng  them. 

The board o f  d i r e c t o r s  has run  an ad i n  the  Sunday Kansas City Star;  "Adopted? 
I n  Search" and we are pleased t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  month o f  exposure we've 
had nineteen responses from people who had n o t  p rev ious ly  known of our organ izat ion.  
A t  t h i s  t ime we are p lanning t o  cont inue the  ad, keeping c lose watch on i t s  r e s u l t s .  

SUGGESTED READING LIST: 

- The Adoption T r iang le  

- Lost and Found 

- Twice Born 
- The ~ u g u s t  Strangers 

- I n  Search o f  Or ig ins :  The Experience o f  Adopted People 

- The House o f  Tomorrow 

- The Search f o r  Ann F isher  
- The A r t  o f  Adoption 
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I 
I CORRESPONDING SECRETARY S REPORT -. by Nancy Hudson 
I 

I 

Anyone i n te res ted  i n  a s s i s t i n g  i n  the  w r i t i n g  o r  m a i l i n g  ou t  o f  correspondence ..... please contact  me a t  262-0836. 

When request ing an answer o f  any k ind  t o  your correspondence, i t  would be 
g r e a t l y  appreciated if you would send us a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Our 
postage expenses could e a s i l y  ge t  ou t  o f  hand as more and more people become aware 
o f  our ex i  stence. 

To date we have 45 pa id  memberships .and s t i l l  have char te r  memberships a v a i l -  
ab le  a t  the o r i g i n a l  $5.00 fee. We have sent ou t  many membership forms which have 
no t  y e t  been re turned t o  us. I f  you haven ' t  y e t  joined, please do so now, as the  
membership fee w i l l  be increased t o  $10.00 e f f e c t i v e  January 1, 1980. 

RESEARCH DIRECTOR' S REPORT - by June Tanner 

I nd i v i dua l  Searching Found State 

June T. 
Jim M. 
Henry D. 
Joanne W. 
Karen W. 
Joyce P. 
Paul G. 
Nancy H. 
Bob B. 
Ora P. 
Rex M. 
Gary S. 
Mary W. 
Leona H, 
Claudia 8. 
Ruben 
Tom A. 
Helen B. 
Juani ta 
Mar i l yn  R. 
P h i l  W .  
Becky S. 
F7etcher R. 
Harold M. 
Linda U. 
Sue E. 
B i l l  H. 
John Mc 
Elsa H. 
Janet Mc 
K i t  B. 
Wayne T. 
Marsha J. 
Ann G. 
P h y l l i s  0.  

Mother C A 
Mother AK 
Mother KS 
Mother MO 
Mother C A 
Mother C A 
S i s t e r  
S i s t e r  MO 
Mother 
Brother C A 
S i  s t e r  C A 
Mother 
Mother MO 
S i s t e r  AZ 
Mother KS 
Mother I A  
Father, S is te rs ,  Brother I N  
Cel f-Search C I L  
Mother KS 
Mother, S i s t e r  C A 
Mother MO 
Brother C A 
Mother C A 
Mother KS 
Mother MO 
Mother, Father N. C. 
Mother I A 
Mother MO 
Mother Pl N 
Mother KS 
S i s t e r  MN 
S i  s t e r  NJ 
Mother, Father TX 
Mother, Brother  KS 
S i  s t e r  
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TREASURER' S REPORT - 

~ - - -- 

by L inda Gayle Hartman 

CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Beginning Balance 

Disbursements 

Resu l t i ng  i n  an 

Ending Balance 

P e t t y  Cash 

This i s  our f i r s t  news le t te r  and i t  i s  our  hope and prayer  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be o f  
some spec ia l  b e n e f i t  t o  you as you a re  t a k i n g  t ime t o  read it. Me w i l l  endeavor 
t o  meet t he  needs o f  our  group as i t  grows and changes. Th is  group has ass i s t ed  
numerous people i n  t h e i r  searchs and we a r e  very  proud o f  t he  r a t e  o f  success t h a t  
we have experienced. There a re  many d i f f e r e n t  reasons why people are search ing 
b u t  the' most common one seems t o  be, "Roots," as w i t h  the  re lease o f  t h i s  f i l m  our  
populace seemed t o  move a t  a  ve ry  r a p i d  pace i n  t he  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t r a c i n g  i t s  b i o l o g -  
i c a l  o r i g i n .  

Th is  was j u s t  f i n e  un less you were adopted, i n  which case, you found t h a t  you 
were covered by a  shroud o f  secrecy, l i e s  and decept ion. I n  many cases even t he  
l e g a l  1y re leased non - iden t i f y i ng  i n f o r m a t i o n  was a t o t a l  f a b r i c a t i o n  and r iot  one 
ounce of i t  could be bel ieved.  However, even t o  ge t  t o  these f a b r i c a t e d  " f a c t s "  
the .adoptee mus! ge t  over the.  hu rd l b  oT the  law. 

I t i s  t h i s  law t h a t  we must deal w i t h  next ,  Our l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  primed and 
ready t o  a c t  on these laws and we must l ead  them. Only by be ing i n  our  p o s i t i o n  
can they t r u l y  understand our  needs. 

Reunion a f t e r  reun ion  has proveri t h a t  c u r r e n t  supposed fea rs  and doubts h e l d  by 
agencies and cour ts  a re  unfounded. Wi th  t h e  j o y  o f  each new reun ion between b i r t h  
p a r e n t / s i b l  i n g  and a d u l t  adoptee, comes t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t he  p o l i c y  o f  anonymity 
and f e a r  t h a t  i s  f os te red  i s  a  p o l i c y  which hasbeen  proven t o  be r i d i c u l o u s  and 
unnecessary. I t i s  t ime t h a t  t he  a d u l t  adoptee speak ou t  and p r o t e s t  a  c o u r t  o f  20, 
30, o r  40 years ago s t r i p p i n g  us o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  know our  b i o l o g i c a l  o r i g i n ,  b ro the rs /  
s i s t e r s ,  Roots,  As the need f o r  change sur faces so does t he  oppor tun i t y .  We must 
i n v o l v e  iZr%Zl ves i n  these changes. 

w / 

Tom A1 1  i n g t o v p r e s i d e n t  





The Kansas C i ty  Adult Adoptees Organiza t ion  (KCAAO) was incorpora ted  i n  
Missouri a s  a genera l  no t  f o r  p r o f i t  co rpora t ion  on A p r i l  10, 1979, t o  conduct 
bus iness  throughout the  United States. It was organized f o r  educa t iona l  
purposes t o  teach and a s s i s t  a d u l t  members of the  o rgan iza t ion  i n  the techniques 
of searching f o r  t h e i r  b i r t h  p a r e n t ( s ) ,  b r o t h e r s  o r  s i s t e r s ,  o r  t h e i r  a d u l t  
adopted o f f sp r ing .  While l o c a l  e f f o r t s  a r e  d i r e c t e d  p r imar i ly  towards teaching,  
a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  be given i n  some ca se s ,  e s p e c i a l l y - - t o  d i s t a n t  members. Unless 
the re  i s  an urgent  h e r i d i t a r y  medical o r  h e a l t h  da t a  f o r  underage 
persons w i l l  be f i l e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  searches  when they become a d u l t s .  

The organ iza t ion  conducts monthly meetings on the  1st Saturday of every month 
a t  the Kansas Ci ty  P u b 1 . i ~  Library ,  a t  1:00 P.M. Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  
the  knowledge of the  adoptee and n a t u r a l  pa r en t s  i s  i nv i t ed  t o  a t t e n d .  

D i r ec to r s  and e l ec t ed  o f f i c e r s  of KCAAO a r c :  Kermit B. Karns, P res iden t ;  Thomas 
T. Al l ington,  Vice-President;  Lorene Summerskill, Recording Sec re ta ry ;  Nancy Hudson, 
Corresponding Secre ta ry ;  Lind Gayle Hartman, Treasu re r ;  John McBurney, L e g i s l a t i v e  
Di rec to r ;  June Tanner, Research D i r ec to r ;  and Marsha Johnson, P a s t  P res iden t .  

A one-time membership f e e  has  been e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  $5.00. The rea f t e r ,  con t r i bu t i ons  
w i l l  be requested annual ly  a s  the  need develops. Where a s s i s t a n c e  i s  given,  
e x t r a  con t r i bu t i ons  w i l l  be accepted.  

Persons o r  o rgan iza t ions  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  jo in ing  KCAAO should complete the blank 
form below and forward i t  along wi th  t h e i r  check, payable t o  the Kansas Ci ty  
Adult Adoptees Organization,  to :  Treasurer ,  KCAAO, Box 15225, Kansas Ci ty ,  MO 
64106, A membership card w i l l  be fu rn i shed  upon r e c e i p t  of your app l i c a t i on .  

Addi t ional  information may be obtained by te lephoning 816-453-1294, 816-453-2161,;': 
or 816-753-846$,' br 913-262-0836*. (+; - 9:00 A.M. t o  4:00 P.M.) 

. , , . 
3, 

'I 

. . ! 

052879 ,b. 
. , . , 

. . 

Date: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

KANSAS CITY ADULT ADOPTEES ORGANIZATION 

Date of B i r t h  

S t r e e t  

C i t y ,  S t a t e ,  Z i p  

Telephone: a r ea  and number . 

For whom arc you scnrclling? Age o r  da t e  of b i r t h  

P lace  of b i r t h  o r  event  - 
E11c1.ose chc!ck o r  irloney o1:dcr f o r  $5.00, pnyal)lc to:  Konsus City  A t l u l t  Adoytccs 
Orgnnization,  and mai l  to: Trcnsurcr ,  ICCAAO, Box 1.5225, Kansas C i ty ,  MO G410G 
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*Member - American F a m i l y  Records A s s o c i a t i o n  

T h i s  i s  o u r  second . n e w s l e t t e r  and we .a re  v e r y  proud o f  t h e  response we have 
r e c e i v e d .  P lease. .  . i f  you a r e  r e c e i v i n g  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r ( o r  w i s h  t o ) .  . . l e t  u s  know 
what you t h i n k  o f  i t .  What a r t i c l e s  would you l i k e  t o  see covered i n  i t ?  A t  t h e  
end of each n e w s l e t t e r  on t h e  l a s t  page you w i l l  f i n d  a  membership form. I f  you 
a r e  a  member, p l e a s e  s e n t  i t a l o n g  t o  someone t h a t  m i g h t  w i s h  t o  j o i n  o u r  c rusade  
f o r  open r e c o r d s .  On ly  i n  numbers can we make o u r  cause heard.  We w i l l  c a r r y  a  ... s e c t i o n  f e a t u r i n g  l e t t e r s  from o u r  r e a d e r s  so we ask you t o  send us  you r  o p i n i o n  
f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Address i t  t o  E d i t o r ,  KCAAO, P .  0.  Box 15225, Kansas City, 
M i  s s o u r i  641 06 

Our group i s  s t i l l  g row ing  and we have been v e r y  busy i n  t h e  p a s t  month. 
Severa l  r e u n i o n s  have come a b o u t  as  t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  e f f o r t s  p u t  f o r t h  by o u r  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s e c r e t a r y ,  Nancy Hudson and r e s e a r c h  d i r e c t o r ,  June Tanner. The 
t r a i l  t o  i d e n t i t y  i s  a  v e r y  t e d i o u s  one t h a t  r e q u i r e s  much t ime ,  t r a v e l  and phone 
c a l l s .  We do n o t  charge f o r  t h e  work b u t  do ask  f o r  a  d o n a t i o n  from one and a l l  
t o  h e l p  keep t h i s  r e s e a r c h  g o i n g .  I f  we have he lped  you i n  t h e  pas t ,  and i f  you 
a r e  ab le ,  p l e a s e . .  . p l ease  send a  sma l l  d o n a t i o n  so t h a t  we may he1 p  someone e l s e  
who may n o t  be a b l e  t o  sea rch  w i t h o u t  o u r  he1 p. Make checks payab le  t o  "T reasu re r ,  
KCAAO", P. 0.  Box 15225, Kansas City, M i s s o u r i  64106 

DATELINE TENNESSEE .......... 
Anyone w i s h i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  an a d o p t i o n ( b e f o r e  1960) f rom t h e  S t a t e  

o f  Tennessee can g e t  a copy o f  t h e  a d o p t i o n  decree  by send ing  a  $5.00 f e e  t.o t h e  
c o u n t y  where t h e  a d o p t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e .  For more i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  Carol  y n i  Mi tche1 . J  
i n  c a r e  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  

DATELINE ONTARIO ............ 
The Adop t i on  D i s c l o s u r e  R e g i s t r y  f o r  O n t a r i o  has been p roc la imed .  

Con tac t :  Joan Vanstone 
1408 West 4 5 t h  Avenue 
Vancouver, B .  C .  

DATELINE MANITOBA ........... 
The C h i l d  Wel fare A c t  o f  Mani toba has been amended under  S e c t i o n  94-2 t o  read,  

" A  c o u n t y  c o u r t  c l e r k  may, upon w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t ,  i s s u e  a  c e r t i f i e d  copy o f  an  Order  
o f  Adop t i on  t o :  

1 .  An a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t  
2.  An a d u l t  adoptee 
3.  To b o t h  as may be t h e  case 

C o n t a c t :  Joan Vanstone 
1408 West 4 5 t h  Avenue 
Vancouver, B .  C .  
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DATELINE WINNIPEG ........... 
Apply  t o  : Deputy County Cour t  C l  e r k  

B e t t y  McDonal d  
Department o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  General 
County Cou r t  o f  Winnipeg 
210 Law Cour t s  
Winnipeg, Mani toba R3C OU8 

As f o r  M i s s o u r i ,  you a11 know t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  "SHOW ME" S t a t e  and t h a t  i s  
e x a c t l y  what we o f  KCAAO p l a n  on do ing ,  b u t  we c a n ' t  do t h i s  w i t h o u t  your  h e l p  ... 
a1 1  o f  you. .  .We need you r :  

- F i n a n c i a l  Suppor t  

- L e t t e r s ( t h a t  we can show o u r  l e g i s l a t u r e )  

- Proposed 1 e g i s l a t i o n  i n  y o u r  s t a t e  

- Sample l e g i s l a t i o n  

- Names and endorsements o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  cause. 

We a r e  t h e  "SHOW ME" S t a t e ,  n o t  t h e  I1 t@1l  meme" s t a t e .  We w i l l  n o t  go t o  o u r  
s t a t e  c a p i t o l  and t e l l  them t h a t  we r e p r e s e n t  mi11 i o n s  o r  thousands..  .we w i l l  go 
and show them t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  suppor t ,  f a v o r a b l e  changes i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s ,  and prove t o  them t h a t  we a r e  n o t  a l o n e .  

The correspondence f rom a d u l t  adoptees and b i r t h  p a r e n t s  i s  j u s t  pou r ing  i n .  
We a r e  t i c k l e d  p i n k .  T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  what we wanted. Bu t ,  o u r  j o y  i s  dampened 
by what we see when we l o o k  back ove r  t h e  a t t endance  l o g  and reun ions  o f  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r .  There a r e  some who have l o s t  t h e  wind i n  t h e i r  s a i l s  and even some who have 
had a  r e u n i o n  and then  dropped o f f  i n  a t tendance .  J u s t  remember.. . t h e  suppor t  and 
encouragement t h a t  you were a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  from t h e  group w i l l  cease t o  be a v a i l  - 
a b l e  u n l e s s  you come back and g i v e  as  you r e c e i v e d .  

I would l i k e  t o  share  a  l e t t e r  r e c e i v e d  f rom t h e  orphanage f rom where I was 
adopted.  T h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  was v e r y  e l a t e d  by t h e  outcome o f  my search and had i t  
n o t  been f o r  t h e  g r a c i o u s  way o f  exp ress i ng  themselves when I asked f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
( t h a t  t h e y  were bound by l a w  n o t  t o  d i s c l o s e ) ,  I would have, I am sure,  become 
d iscouraged .  I t  was p r i m a r i l y  t h rough  t h e  a d o p t i v e  f a m i l y  o f  my s i s t e r ,  and t h e i r  
d e v o t i o n  t o  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  church,  t h a t  I was a b l e  t o  t r a c e  he r  down. We had a  
r e u n i o n  w i t h  a l l  b r o t h e r s  ( 2 )  and s i s t e r s  ( 2 )  . . . and a l l  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  and 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  orphanage l a s t  December and made a  v i d e o  t a p e  o f  ou r  f e e l i n g s  
be fo re ,  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  search  t o  be shared w i t h  new a d o p t i v e  f a m i l i e s  t h e  
orphanage i s  now work ing  w i t h .  

by Tom A1 1  i n g t o n  
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RESEARCH DIRECTOR'S REPORT by June Tanner 

The Ca1 i f o r n i a  search f o r  James McCourt ended a b r u p t l y  when I answered t h e  
" H i s  phone Monday Morning and a v o i c e  sa id ,  "June, how a r e  you, t h i s  i s  James. 

mother, Ann began t h i s  search q u i t e  some t i m e  ago f rom Wisconsin. Ann had come 
t o  Kansas City i n  t h e  e a r l y  1940 's  t o  have her  baby a t  t h e  Wi l lows.  Be fo re  g i v i n g  
b i r t h  she had second thoughts  and i n  t h e  wee hours .one s p r i n g  morning, escaped 
th rough t h e  k i t c h e n  and o u t  t h e  back door,  o n l y  t o  end up i n  a h o s p i t a l  c a l l e d  
S t .  V incents  a t  d e l i v e r y  t ime.  A f t e r  m a r r y i n g  and f i n d i n g  she cou ld  n o t  have any 
c h i l d r e n  she and he r  husband e v e n t u a l l y  adopted two c h i l d r e n ;  now 20 and 21 years  
o f  age. A f t e r  many years  o f  wondering and w o r r y i n g  about  Michael ( t h e  name she 
though t  she had g i v e n  - him) t h e  f i n a l  o b s t a c l e  t o  overcome was; would she be an 
i n t r u s i o n  i n  h i s  l i f e .  U l t i m a t e l y  she dec ided t h a t  t h i s  cou ld  o n l y  be answered 
a f t e r  l o c a t i n g  Michael  ... so she p laced a smal l  ad i n  t h e  Kansas City paper.  Th is  
ad was answered by myself f o r -  KCAAO. A f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  Ann, it was. d e c i d e d  she 
should  j ou rney  t o  Kansas City t o  do a sys temat i c  search.  The week t h a t  finn rJas i n  
Kansas City, t h e  adoptees had t h r e e  people  meet w i t h  her .  Ann v i s i t e d  w i t h  C a t h o l i c  
C h a r i t i e s ,  S t .  Mary 's  H o s p i t a l ,  S t .  Anthony 's  and a few o t h e r  p laces  i n  search o f  
b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Many hours were spen t  go ing  th rough  o l d  cop ies  o f  t h e  D a i l y  
Record and o l d  City D i r e c t o r i e s  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  t h e  f a m i l y  t h a t  adopted James sur faced.  

James was Bap t i zed  "Paul"  acco rd ing  t o  sources a t  C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s .  As i t  
tu rned  o u t  we t a l k e d  t o  people a l l  around him f rom age 8 up u n t i l  m i l i t a r y  age a t  
which t i m e  everyone l o s t  c o n t a c t .  I t  was v e r y  exaspera t ing  t o  be so c l o s e  and y e t  
n o t  be a b l e  t o  make c o n t a c t .  

Wel l ,  t h i s  b r i n g s  us f u l l  c y c l e  on t h e  v e r y  condensed s t o r y  o f  t h e  search f o r  
James(aka Michael ,  aka Paul ) .  Bo th  p a r t i e s  were e l a t e d  i n  t h e  outcome and have 
shared much v i a  Ma B e l l .  They have scheduled a r e u n i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  week o f  
October. 

Two weeks aqo, Tom and I had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  w i t h J a n  Kimbrouqh, o f  - - - - 

KMBC's PM Magazine and t h e y  a r e  now verym i n t e r e s t e d  i n  do ing  a segment on ou r  group, 
b u t  need a r e a l  l i v e  r e u n i o n  t o  f i l m  i n  o r d e r  t o  make i t  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  I f  you a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d ,  l e t  Tom o r  me know. 

We a l s o  had a conference w i t h  Commissioner David K i e r s t ,  September 1 7 t h .  H e .  
seems w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  i n  any way p o s s i b l e .  He i s  bound by t h e  l a w  o f  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  
b u t  w i l l  answer your  ques t ions  on n o n - i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  bes t  o f  h i s  
a b i l i t y .  These reques ts  must be i n  w r i t i n g .  I t i s  my o p i n i o n  and a l s o  t h a t  o f  Tom's 
t h a t  i f  you c o n t a c t  Commissioner K i e r s t  by l e t t e r ,  and communicate w i t h  him on a non- 
a d v i s o r y  bas is ,  you would be more l i k e l y  t o  have you r  communication answered. 

L i k e  most governmental o f f i c i a l s ,  Commissioner K i e r s t  o f t e n  f i n d s  himsel f 
i n v o l v e d  i n  more t h i n g s  than  he can g i v e  h i s  persona1 a t t e n t i o n ,  e f f e c t i v e l y .  I t  
i s  f o r  t h a t  reason he has a s t a f f .  The Commissioner in formed us t h a t ,  c o n t r a r y  
t o  popu la r  be1 ieve ,  t h e r e  i s  no s tand ing  o r d e r  i n  h i s  o f f i c e . .  . t h a t  a d u l t  adoptee 
communicat ion be i n t e r r u p t e d  by any i n d i v i d u a l  . The Commissioner f u r t h e r  in formed 
us t h a t  any i n d i v i d u a l  who b e l i e v e s  he has l o c a t e d  a n a t u r a l  r e l a t i o n ( m o t h e r ,  f a t h e r ,  
e t c  . )  can correspond w i t h  him. He w i l l  c o n f i r m  o r  deny t h e  va l  i d i t y  o f  your  in forma-  
t i o n ,  i n  o rde r  t h a t  he m i g h t  p revent  an embarrassing s i t u a t i o n .  

The Serenity Prayer 

God, grant me the serenity t o  accept the things tha t  I cannot change ..... 
the courage t o  change the things tha t  I can, and 

the wisdom t o  know the d i f ference .  
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The Tom All ington Family 
4336 Jarboe 
Kansas Ci ty ,  Missouri 64111 

Dear Allingtons:  

The video t ape  d id  very w e l l  and w e  are looking forward t o  using it t o  
educate our adoptive couples. We have had many compliments about t h e  news 
coverage and your ' s tory  has t h r i l l e d  many people. W e  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  happy 
about t h e  church involvement of your families and your c r e d i t i n g  a l i v i n g  
Jesus  f o r  t h i s  "modern day miracle.  I !  

Your shar ing with us  your s t o r y  t r u l y  has given us  a Merry Chr is tnas  
and reason t o  look forward t o  a Happy New Year. W e  wish t h a t  a l l  adopted ch i ld ren  
could experience t h e  same success and happiness i n  l i f e .  

Direc tor ,  Family service's 
I 

CHA/gao 
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