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November Neeting 

The ~ovembermeeting of The Family Tree will be held on November 4, 
1976, at Cherryhurst Park Clubhouse, 1700 lissouri Street, Houston, Texas, 
beginning at 7: 00 P.N. Husbands,, wives and guests are always welcome so 
bring anyohe who has expressed en interest in our organization and its 
goals. 

3TW PilEMBERS: We would like to extend a personal welcome to o u r  new - 
members, Richard Parker of hlamaroneck, New York, and Nancy Hazlett of 
Houston. 'Although Richard's search is not complicated by adoption, he 
needs all our assistance in locating his son, who has been separated from 
his family. Nancy is an adogtee with records in Washington and/or Oregon 
and vrould appreciate - any help you can give her. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS : Someone cares! 111rs. Loy Wheeler of California has 
shown her concern and support for our organization by punhasing an annual 
subscription to Hotline. We certainly apgreciate her interestin our work. 

DOlTATIONS: The Family Tree has been Lonored with donations this month 
from Wonetta Shurtz and Ted Wilkison, two local members who always work 
hard for the benefit of all. We are aLwaya in need of extra funds, but 
especially need your help now with all our national advertising campaigns 
in the works. Please renember us ir̂  you can snare a few dollars, and 
remember all donations are really donations to yourself and your search. 

SPECIAL THANKS: We would like to take this opportunity to say a 
special  hank- to Sandra Holland for all her efforts on behalf of 
The Family Tree. Sandy spent several days doing typing and copy work 
which we could not afford to have done connercially, and it really helped 
us over a rough spot. ************** 

Telel~hone A Numbers to Call: 
Legislation: (713) 631-3703 Public 1:elations: (713) 923-7196 
Corresaondence - : (71.3) 644-4234 C o ~ ~ . x e l . o r :  (713) 771-9333 



LIASON: The Family ~ r e e  has always been in favor of estzblishing 
good relations between itself and other orgmizztions concerned with the 
adoption situation, as we feel groups can be beneficial to each other 
by sharing news and assistance and keeping 211 geographic21 zreas kvell 
informed. This past month vie have received neia?sletters from: 

ADOPTION IDENTITY YLOVEXENT OF I~ICIiIGAN, INC. - Tina Otway, - - Co-ordinztor. 
ADii of Kichigstn has been very actlve in the national attenat to onen the - ~- 

sealed record by meeting with state and local agencies er.dAauthorities. 
In the past few months they have met with the icichigan De~2rtmen-t of 
Socizl Services, Wayne County ~uvenile Court, Council on Adoptable Children, 
Association for the Protection of Rights of the Adootion frizngle, and 
Grand Rapids Press, to name a few. They hzve zlso undertaken research of 
Pdichigan adoption statutes in preparation of a legal chzllenge on grounds 
of unconstitutionality. Good luck, A D I ,  if we can help just let us icnovr. 

TEXAS COUrJCLL ON ADOPTABLE CHILDREN- Carolyn Chanberlin, President. - 
COAC of Texas and our loc21 chapter of Houston COAC are doing a xost 
necessary and imoortant job in the adootion field. Their forenost goal 
concerns adoptabie children who have nbt been olaced for zdoption due to 
age, mixed race, medical problems, etc., but they are zlso vitally i~terested 
in the psychological needs of adopted children and have held several work- 
sho~s in which they included discussioa of open records 2nd an zdoptee9s 
neea and/or right to know his biological heritage. 

ALMA - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH. Recent corres;,ondence with A U i A  - 
in Southern California has led to .an invitation e:r,terzded to The Pa.iai1:f 
Tree by b a  Nay Vilardi, Western States Regional Co-Ordinator, to azEti- 
cipate in the International Soundex Reunion Register. Tie hzve 211 talked 
of a central fleunion File where all groups can share reunion infonation, 
.md i'i1s. Vilardi has informed us that at long last o u r  drean is to be 2 
reality. All reunion ififormation tvill be solmdexed 2nd recgrtied in e 
central place but each individual group particinsting A xi11 retain all the 
~ersonal .. membership infom.ation in their Tiles. Each t h e  infomation is 
zatched in the Intern~tional Register, the membersf individual grow will 
5 e  notified to contact the party concerned. By using this method, each 
 ember's personal inform~tion remains confidentially reteined by their 
local organization. 

Anyone desiring further iri,formation about these groulss, - including 
addresses and tele?ho~ie nunbers, - glease call C r e e r  Cznnon at 644-4284. 

FUBLICITY: On the advertising scene, vre are curreztly running a. 
seven-day advertising can~aign in The Houston Ckro~icle zs well as several 
national magazines. ~esno~se - is stzrting to come in fro2 all areas of the 
country. 

I SOLO?iOOM of our local Housto-n- m i  Tree was r e s ~ c m s i b l e  for 
zrranging a one-hour live call-in g r o  
October 16,  1976. Our thanks go to J 
The Fenily Tree ~ h o  did a suuerb job 
Solooon, for rnaking it a l l  nbssible. - 
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DOROTHY ELLA POTTS has once again honored The 1 Tree by igviting 



T i  second nrogram, - which w i l l  
be a i r e d  o n  November 7 ,  1976, a t  4:30 F01iI., nil1 d e a l  with The Family Tree 
and i t s  ia~orlr  on a gene rz l  basis and w i l l  f e a t u r e  Ted Vlilklson as o u r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  Don' t  m i s s  it! KECK i s  l o c z t e d  a t  '38 o n  t h e  ETii d i a l .  

****************** 
n- SEARCHES C O P ~ ~ P L E L ~ D !  

The month o f  October has been busy i n  more ways than one! Our record  
search  f o r  t h i s  month w a s  4-1/2 hours znd belongs t o  Dorothy Robertson. 

DOROTHY ROBERTSON f o u n d  h e r  n a t u r a l  mother l i v i n g  i n  F o r t  Worth, as 
wel l  as ttvo h a l f - s i s t e r s  and one hal f -brother .  The s e ~ r c h  now begins f o r  
he r  natural  f a t h e r .  * 

0 ADATES has c o m ~ l e t e d  - t h e  long sea rch  f o r  h e r  s o n  and found h i m  
l i v i n g  i n  San Francisco ,  just seven mi l e s   fro^ Greer Camonts mother. 
hope they  can p o o l  t h e i r  r e sources  f o r  a v i s i t .  

\ 

CHARLES CSEPISE i s  c r e d i t e d  v;ith t h e  Harris County Coup-of-the-Nonth 
by ~ e r s u a d i n g  a l o c a l  Judge t o  o-oen h i s  adopt ion  records  t o  h i m .  
hel: o f  Na'orni Adans he l o c a t e d  a- s i s t e r  l i v i n g  r i g h t  here in Houston  and 
they were r e u n i t e d  t h e  folloviing day. 

****************** 

It Hwaingb i r ds" (J . Cunning'nan-1976) 

The Sprir~gti ine comes and b r i ~ g - s  t o  Barth 
A blstnket o f  wonerous hues,  

And t h e  Robin's  s o ~ g  i s  heard once more 
As we tn/alk through t h e  m i s t s  znd dews. 

The norm i s  a l i v e  with b3auty a d  lioue + 

And t h e  promise o f  b e t t e r  things;  
e c a t c h  a g l i m s e  o f  a hwningbird 

I n  f l i g h t  o n  3 r a g i l e  wiogs. 

How l i k e  a l~wnmingbird, you and I ,  
F l y i ~ g  f r o m  f lower  t o  f lower 

Seeking %he n e c t z r  f ron t h e  r o s e  
T h a t  E E ~  withe r  wi th in  t h e  ho~r. 

F r a g i l e  vrings and E? frzgile hez r t  
B o t h  f l u t t e r  s o  f r z n l i c a l l y ;  

Dartizg h e r e  2nd da r t inbm -> t h e r e ,  
This  irtt.nmingbir2 i s  me. 

T h i s  cre~z.t;ure i s  :2y zetzohor  - 
A s  I walk through t h i s  va l l ey  o f  t e a r s ;  

To d r ink  f r o m  t i l e  rose  i s  the  i n  .. f o r c e  - 
That i !mels  - me i n  s n i t e  - o f  ray xezrs.  



-You l e f t  ne -to Tind 
a w o r l d  you could n o t  g ive  Ee; 

And I found music i n  ny s p i r i t  
and poe t ry  i n  my s o u l  
and l o v e t s  arms i n  win te r  
t o  keep o u t  t h e  cold.  

But now w i t h  w o r l d s  behind me 
I must t r a v e l  back t o  you. 

( A ,  V e i l m d )  

- w P l e a s e ,  !w, Bureaucrat  
open un your door,  
I am no longer  under age,  
I want t o  omow t h e  sc,ore. 

'?/hen ny n o t h e r ' s  t W a y  grew 
t o  house and s h e l t e r  ,me, 
Did  you send h e r  out o f  s i g h t ,  
and t h r o : ~  aviay t h e  key? 

';/ell l i s t e n ,  r .  Bureaucrat ,  
Xy mothert  s c h i l d  v q ~ i 1 1  find 
A way t o  break your r u s t y  l ocks  
and oven - what i s  nine.  

Is it  t h a t  I f r i g h t e n  you 
when I zsk t h e  t r u t h ?  
Do you quiver i n  your shoes 
wi th  bzstards o n  t h e  loose?  
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I~APPY YEYJ ''YZAR - 
1: Yes, 1977 i s  uuoc us  a t  1-zst and we 02  The F m i l y  - .  

w i l l  be t h e  y e a r  o f  z l l  f o r  every one o f  you. 
f o r w a r d  t o  t h i s  y e a r  as we con t inue  t o  g row and influe?.:. 
r e s p e c t i v e  communities. 

Family Tree group,  D r .  J e r r y  Cunxinp;hax, 2nd u o s s i b l y  A. o-r. 
In o r d e r  t o  c o i n c i d e  wi th  D r .  Cu-minqhan's ho145.: group. -. 

reschedu led  t h e  January  meet ing f o r .  X.qnd2y, ~ a n u z r ~  3 ,  i 

zt t h e  hone o f  C h r i s  Frampton, 6803 ? & d i a n  .. Atg B'alls Dr ive ,  : 
mzp showing d i r e c t i o ~ s  t o  t h e  ir.eetiin;;, p l ace  i s  a . t tzche6 -. 

and if anyone has a q u e s t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  s m e ,  p l ease  cal: 
p r i o r  t o  meet:?ni? t ir? ,. 

The 1~ebr1.1i;rsy i . ~  a _. o f  The Fanl i ly  Tree w i l l  be 31e:~ 
Park  oul t h e  f i .~~:: , t  T r y  o f  'February  as p e r  ou-r  nor1na1. 

DATE: J 3, 
I 

9- SUESCRIPTIO!<S : e  r . :  t o  annou1?ce t h a t  is:rs. !jer~:; -. 
. i n  h e r  subsc r in t io l !  r e q u e s t  a!:.'. IvicAI.le~i, Texa:. , ! m y  : :s f .  +' 

I perrnanen-t rriai:?. i. ! ..r ) '1 . .  . - !  r n i c e  has nrkviousl:: b e e i ~  o u r  
meet ing and h :rct ive:!.:. -;unported .. he> adop t ive  nep!;ei.:, .' 
h i s  s e a r c h  fon: !;is 1 :  L . .  1 p a r e n t s  . 

7 . .  1-'0LITICS: I-iaro!!.l I1li:i.l.(.!~: (71: 1 l'aso r e ~ o r t s  t !  a b i l l  A . .  

forintroduct:i .o!l ti. t:i c *:i:?xzs ~ e ~ i n l a k u r e  t h i s  nonth by 
r e l a t i n g  t o  r r1 1.1c:::'tions concerni12g l e g i t  iiriacy f1-i: 

1 .  o f  b i r t l i  and ny!:~ndin:s~ ,2':2(! -I:ions 1 4  ~ ~ l i c l  l 4 A ,  C11anter 41 , A 
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  : :  anendc:il ( 9 u l e s  47a and 47b Y a r t - i c l e  4477. 
if~!ou1d provide  'tliat I i d  whose mot1ier ir4as no t  mar r i ce  
c o n c e p t i o ~  a n  t i  3.i' t ,he  c h i l d  o r  has n o t  subsequentl.: 
o r  whose fathl?r I .  r1o.t; I\een dec l z red  by c o u r t  ord.er, ~ 1 - i ~ -  
s t a i idz rd  cert:i.i ':icatc. o:t' : : i t  v;ith tile excenti.011 t t  - 1 ; l ~ i .  _. o r  any i n f  orm::.c.k:i.on t ! : I  he mlgh'F?je i d e n t i f i e d  , shal-: 



< , ( : . ; c ! c ; \ . . : . : ~ ! :  !.*:I . . . .  
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