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" TREASURZ HUNT {(Cont,)

My mother was born in Paris, Texas, and
when I sent for her birth certificate,
the copy led me to Arizoma, ¥We went
thers, On the plane I had all sorts of
thoughts about how the years had f{lown
by and I had been too busy to do any-
thing atout this sooner, We rented a
car and went to the place where she had
Uved, I fourd a sister who 1s five
yeaxrs my senlor and also a hrother,

The trother is a mental patient, He
wags & narmal boy until he got out of
high school and from an injury to his
head he became a mental patient and

has been in institutions aever since,

Ye looks normal as can be, but cannot
be told about me because he worshipped
his mother and would not be able to be-
lleve the truth, He would reject it in
his mind and Jjust say that it could not
be possible, I was born between marr-
iages, the product of a romance which
did not materlalize into mrriage, 1
have yet to learn who my father waas, I
may never find out, because my mother
my be the only one who can tell me
that, She died in 1974, and is buried
there in Arizona at the place where we
visited,

While I was bteling born, the other two
chiliren, ages five and elght were stay~
ing with their graniparents, Ny grard-
father was a lawyer, It is possible
that these parents o' my mothers were
responsible for the adcption of me

since it would provide a stigma on the
family which might affect his practice,
After she said goodbye to me, it seems
she closed that chapter of her life
without ever opening up the heartache
she had gone through, She went bteck,
gathered up her other two, went west on
a train and married a man much older
than she wvas who had just returned from’
Europe from Woerld War I, She had been
corresponding with him and of course he
knew nothing about me, They all remain-
ed there for the rest of their llves,.

in 1952 she became a widow, She s0ld
ner house in the city and built a home
in the mountains where they used to

It is indeed beautiful there
s ctreathtaking! The red rock mountains

- surround this little town and tower

above it on all sides., Her home has
pictwe windows on three sidaes and all
three sides have patios so the view can
be enjoyed, She is burled in the local
cemetery there ard we got to go out and
see her grave and take pictures,

e were mrivileged to spend the night
alone in her house, A full moon was
shining and I spent much of the night
erying, The place has her books,
dishes, furniture yet, My slster Fern
dug out of the 1little storage shed a
couple of boxes of old pictures and
generously gave to us some framed pic-
tures of my gramdparents, mother, and
other things, 3he gave me books, scrap-
bocks, jewelry, and there was no doubt
in her mind that the papers I brought to
her ware conclusive, She was so warm
ard loving and understanding, I did not
cry in front of her until I was ready to
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understanding too, Fern went through
a tad divorce seven years ago and so
she 1s alone now after thirty-one
years of marriage and she has four
sons who have thelr own families,  In
fact, she was right in my own city
last Christimas visiting one of the
sons and his family;

Fern told me about our mother, She
said that after she had grown mother
told her that a child had been born
but that she had dled, That put the
mtter to rest forever in her mimd,
She was not too shocked about my
being, ' She was surprised and pleased
that I had been able to fird her, )
She was anxious to know about me anmd
about all my family, I have two
grown rarried children, five little
grandchildren, Of course her accep-
tance was vital to me, I would have
ne claim whatsoever in any instance,
but if she rejected my teing 1 would

-
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THAE FANMILY TREE {One Small leaf)

by Jerry Cunninghﬁm

Cne small leaf from the family tree,
On the winds of endless time,
Set aside from his fellows,

Though guilty of no crime,

Zorn to wander, eesarch, and hope,
From place to pinne to roam,

A seeker on an cdysegey,
Far away from home,

Mankind is like a family tree,
Reaching to the Father's throne,
doots are in aniiquity,
Some lsaves are apart and alore,

Somewhere con this tree of 1ife,
#ith lts tranches growing rree,

Somewhere in this family of nmen,
There must be a place for me,

I, too, am a leaf from the family tree,
A searcher though I be,

Ay search will end someday, I pray,
There 1s one small Yranch for me,

Contributed by
Or. Jerry Cunningham
FAMILY TRZZ

1- 1live there ard care for him,

fectly normal,
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never learn any of the things I was
ready to absord, She has told all of
her sens about me and we are going to
try to get together, She my come to
see me in the spring, 1 hope to spend
a whole week with her next year on nmy
vacation, but that seems a long time
away, She maintains she is not good
about writing letters but I have
recelved twe from her and she cffers
to answer any and all questions I

might have because she saye she zsea-
lizes that will be the only war I
can-learn to know my mother,

Fern says mother was a very generous
rerson and a charming lady and had a
lot of friends, and would have wel- .
comed me with open arms, What a won~
derful thing that would have teen for
me, In return I might have enhanced
her 1life with the love 1 could have
given her, Mother was a cultural
type who loved music, tooks, concerts,
and went to nice places, She had a
grard piano in her living room amd it
is st41l there, Shke was a poet fan,
Soam I, 3he must have been z real
romantic because all her choices she

" has marked in her books are not happy

things, GShe favored poetry atout
death, about love, about children,
Abvout loss of love, So I ain sure she
must have thought about me from time
to time, esrecially aiter she had that
happen to her son anmd had to have him
institutionalized all those years,
He lives in her house now, A couple
They
happened to be gone the weekend we -
were there, hut Fern assured us it
Jjust happened to turn out that way,
Whenever I go tack she will just have
to introduce me to my trother as her
friend, It is sad, He helps the man
in the yard, &Xe cannot function as an
independent. person, This couple take
him for his dector arrointments and to
the Wrber shop, etc, He looks rerw
He is taken in the car
to church and to shop, He cannot
drive or handle money, things an adult
would be expected to do,

I honestly believe Fern is glad I
found her because she is a little
lonely, " She lives alone, is doing her
own thing, taking craft classes, She
has a fireplace and it snows there in
the winter in the mountalins and she
already had her wood piled up for the
coming cold, She lives near our txro=-
ther, She plans on her entire family
being with her for Christrmas this year,
Qurs will be with us, We shall be
thinking of each other, Unexpected
blessings are the best kimd, Ask me,
I know from exrerience, B

It is not easy to recenstruct another
person's life, 3ut the void I have-
carried for nore trhan farty yeaxs 1s
finally a real stary with real live
reople with faces, And her reasons
rad to bte sound, Pest for her, rer-
haps bvetter for me, God works in
wondrous ways,
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leave, She thinksz Bill is very kind and Texsrkani, Tex,
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fy DEPBY BRIAN

Accent Staff Writer *
! A lut of peupte think Roperta Adarnon!s 1§
. wrong..dhey think she's nuning people’s
lives. :
g “A ot of pecple judge us,”_she said of
hersell and the other members of a lacal
group. Search for Tomorrow, inc.
i3 Hoberty and nther members of the group
i work with adoptees who come o them and
ask their twlp 1 flnding their natural parenis
and tney are working to change the laws
which prohibit adoptees (rom obtaining their
birth and medical records.

3 “Adoptive parents fear their children will
& siop luvinig them o they Nnd their biolagical
i parents; some adoptees Jear a second reject-
e ton, and same natural parents are alrafd e
1  cause iheir prosent [amihes don't know
% ahout the cnild .
i “liyt we'te not rniag lives, We don't
2 pressure peaple.’” Roberta said. “For exan-
- ple, when ae lind ihe natural parents, we
give them e information and tel} them the
3 cnild is searching. [ they say "ho', then we
i drop it. We dua't force 2 moeting wilh e
v chiid. But evervone has the nght Lo make the
] seareh.”
] The group has wntten legislation which

A members hope ‘will be ntrxtuced o the Jan
uary sessionwaf.the Indrana General Ausem-
bly. It »ould make blood history mandatory
inlormution foe an adoptew. would allow
meicil records o te availadle upon P>
guest, and wouid vpen the now-closed adig-
tive records whun the Jdopotee benumes an
| adult,
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Roberta Adamonis

“In Mav,” Rcbertn added, *'a couple of us
{rom the local group are joining othertadops
tee groups acress (fe country ard we'll be
testifying tefore the Healtn, Education and
Wellare Advisory Commiitee of the federal
government."

The Mjearold cily woman knows how
tmportant it is to have information sbout nal-
ural parents and medical records because
she was adopted at the age ol 13 and fov
tnast of her kile has known very little about
her early years.

“Qf course, | knew my name because |
was cidee,” Roberts said “Must adoptees
don't evert know that.”

Roterta, bern prematurely. wos 8 lour
paund baby and since she has been able to
obiain some af her records, she leamed her
mother did not want ber, right (rom ine
start.

Her first years are 3 blur to Roberta, with
her mind recalling poarts of many hospltal

stays for potw surgery and oa and ofl ar
courters with her natural mother.

She remembers beiny descried once (4
éar ln the muktie of a cily's downtawn sec
tion. Her steptather {ound her, but her moth-
er had disappeared,

“siy mother had told my stepiuther and
his family that she was going downlown (o
nave a new brace fitteg Jor my {eg.” Robetta
related, My stepfather ook e bame,™

Another (ime, after her mother had re
turmd, Roberta was lefit with a couple why
were {riends of her mother’s.

“They used (0 beat us,” she s3ld of her-
sell and another young relative of floberta's
who also was left there. “The man would
padlock us tn an upstairs bedroom and abuse
us.”

Otten, her stepfather-would visit, and
once, Roberta remembers grabbing on to his
pants leps and beging him net (o Jesve.

"Finally, the police came and took my
stepfather away,” she said, but later she
learned he would sit in a car near the counr
pie's hae and watch, all the while trying Lo
#et custody of the two children, which the
co.urts would not grant.

»Eventually, the woman broke dawn and
told Lhe police what ahe and her hushand had
neen doing to us' Robuerta continued, *'so
the judge made us wards of the court."

Duning the next lew years, ihere wero
sizveral foster homes and several polio opera-
tions, and once in awnlle, there would be a
visst from her mother.

As Hoberta t2lxed aboiit ker e, it was as
 she wsre liung abgut-someons else,

~eT==t reMly can’t remember too much, It
seemerd like one long hospital stay, 1 remem-
ber d few hingd sbout my mather., she
brouaht me a bag of potato chips once in e
haspital ™

fiventuaily, Roberta was placed In & 'y
ler hume that was loving.

*1t was like gotng from torture and povers
ty 10 3 fen mansen," Roberta said of the
home. *Al first, they were leary of my age
and my hestile background and | was very

SCOPY OF MY LIFt Lertiflaate Aeed thee oo

shy {rom being lensad ahout my leg braces
and being called a treak.
“Eventually, my fuster mother went ta
her husband and said ‘she isa't going to feed .
Insecure again' and they adupied me."
Now, when Roberta talks about her par. '
ents, she means her adoptive parents.
“l used o Just hate my natural mother
but my mom would tell me not 10 hats
her...not to judge her.”
When Hoberta was about 18, her natural
mother came back into bur life, “All | coutd
8ay o her was tha® she was about 17 yrars -
oo lale,"
Roberta and her hushand now have three

children of thetr own, and it was thelr births
and Ralwerta's own need for more corrective,
surgeey that made her reatize mare than
ever how amportant s 1o have a medicdl.
htstory.

Her vrthopedle surgenn needed informa-
tion abaut peevious surgeries tefore ke per- -
facitied  the one feoin sluch Roberla
cyrrently 18 recuperading. She ulse has had
probiemds with what her doctar thinks are al-
lergies, but no ans i sure, :

“I've wrillen letters and made phone calls:
ta try ta get my Mstory...chidhood aiscases
and things.. breause what | have now hasn't -
really been diagnosed. in my rundown condl-
Hon, it 1 were Lo get, say meas!es, § could o

" cume readly sick.

“I'm keeping cverything for my kids,”..
Roberta sald. “1've been abie to get zome of,

. Iy records bul many of them {ust don't exisle,

or they won't let me have them. I guess the.
loster tamilles didn't have to keep records, 1+
anly very recently found out that my pofia.
started when [ was seven months old. Then”
there's a hig gsp In the records and there's

. nothing until I was abou! five."

Roberta has lcarned over lne years how, ‘r
hard it is to trace your medical kistory and ’
bivlegical famtiy.

“When | applied for a passport, 1 2ol a e cm———

first time [ ever had the name of my (ather. )
I always thought Iy mother gidn'y Xnow who ‘a =
the father was,” she said 'l decided to try
to find him just 10 se¢ )1 1 could do J2" .

So far she has traced him to New York' i
but has yet to make contact with him, How-
ever, tn the process, she (ound ahe enjoyed
1rying to beat the system,,.guing through the
rad tape lo obtain what she belleves is rignt-
fuily hers, . .

She currently is secretary of ihe local ’
Search group and beileves stie has found BN
where she belongs...helping others {ind thelr
records, o .

Besides her work with Search, Roberta Is
“‘constantly” taking classes. "I'm golng s )
take some law classes pext because 1 think
they could be a big help In becoming famidier
wilh the laws aboul adoptevs."

Besides  helping  adoptees, the Search
group aiso can hefp adeptive parents and
people wanting to adopt, Roberta belleves,

"We offer our meetings io these people,
she sald, "becouse who could befier tel) s
them how adoptees [eed than other adoplees. >
We tell these parents if they love their child, "
thelr child will Jove them. But to refusa them W
any information they might have about thelir
natural parents 18 only gowng to turn the child
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ADOPPSEARCH ' ' '  POUNDED 1976 - . ALA (Cont from Page 11)
P, 0, Box ooz, Sants Clars, Callf, 95054 , iesonatn
Participates in The International Soundex; holds regular . B 0. Box 2096L, Milwmukee, Vise, 53220
?atlnaahtotpen to the publicy oi‘éa:s gearch assistance, 0 phomo specified, AIMA Mary Mattick ‘
_No -néowa er Membership f 00 . -
Michasl Haa Pra:: F:rrzn“ 5 anninlly All matallites use the address of the 7rimary chaptar
Cage Vioo-g;'u ' ' for their state, All chapters listad are in full

[] . .

opsxation, Both rrimary and satellite chapters
hold meetings, Pleese contact AIMA for updats of

ALWAYS IN M8, INC, FOUNDED 1979 this 115t ss additioml sheapters are belng £
P, O, Box B5h, Orchard Fark, New Yark 14127 . Pt ing Zaxaed.

716-662-23'4-6 ' - Intarmtioml contacts are di::octad through
Participates in The Intermational Sourndex; holds regular the Mational Offics. : -
mestings, open to the pudblic; offers ssarch asslatance, Florence Fisher, preaident; Maxry Anna de Parcq, o
Newslettar, Charge for non-member $5,00, Membarship fee ~ vice president; Reg Niles, AIMA Intn'l Reunion '
$10,00 per ysar, Registered non-profit, Marily Maul, Pres, ' Registry Director and Seazch Consultant '
AMERICAN FAMILY RECCRDS ASSN, FOUNDED 1978 (ﬁ‘.ﬁfﬁiﬁl‘a‘?’* for thelr membership fees and
311 Fast 12th St,, FKansas City, Missouri €4106 , .

816=453~1204

Participates in The Intermational Sourdex; holda rsgulax
meotings, open to the publicy offers ssarch assistance,
Kewsletter plamed for the future, Meubership faa $15,00 for

: PARENT FINDERS -
AFRA; Local Chaptear $25,00 year total, Kermit Karns, Pras, mﬁztional Office: 108 ¥, 45th Avenus, Vancowrer, B.(
' CROSSROADS FOUNDED 1978 vemMaa1 60“‘263'317“ -
23 Boosevelt Strest, Rartford, Comn, 06114
No telethons # specified, ~ SRAPTER3:

Holds regulaxr meetings monthly, open to the publicy offers

Albarta
nearch assistance, No newsletter, No rembexrship fee or dues . Meonto
| established, Mary Bouchard, Dir,; Deris Datka, Co-Dix, | T6K 325 mﬁﬁ;:g;za%;hn' 7% Millbourze Soad .
ey CHOSEN CHITDREN FOUNDED_ 1978 . Lougheed; Krs, Sandra Pops, Bax 125  403-386-2119
' 513P§7u-saog; e DRyton, onto 5405 * . British Coluabia S
Partioipates in The Internatiomal Soundax; holclamrosuh- ' Vagct:w? ’ mggbmm’ k. 0. Box 34402,
meetings, open to the public; affexrs search asaistance, o Prince Gourga; Mra, Julie MoWilliams (wve) 765
Newslstter planned for future, Mewbership fos being establ. . "oy rloclier Gressent, Fo phone awéud.
Joanne Gall, Cooxd,; Mauresn - S Kelomm: Contact Natlonal Office foxr spooifics,
Stols, Pres, & Foundar; Sue . R "~ Boesland) Mrs, Bev Allan, Box 219, VOG 1Yo
Dunworth, Corxres, Sec,) Ba.rbara : IR . 6011_362.5931
Watson, Traas, o U Quesnel; Xrs, Iovnno h'urdon. 1062 ﬂa.ple uhaa,vz.) 33
FAMILY TREE, TEXARKANA U5 FOUNDED 19726 - L - 604-747-2323 . -
O_Bax-_“—’fb‘ﬁ TaxeTiana, Tax. 75501 Victariay Mras, m.rhra '.l‘rmmda.ll )4'?26 Elk Ia.ke D,
-r "224-578-8012 - " .. eve 60‘%—-658-50461 daye 47!4-1961 or 474-1327.
Participates in The Intsrmational Soundox: no ragu]a.r nactingn - Manitola '
but open to the publicy offers search assistance, No newa- . ———n,
letters, Jerry Cunningham, Coard,; Beverly Mcrton, Don Marton, "iggviplgg'”ﬁ:';::f;p:g:;fﬂ T"‘Pl"*'“ """"
FAR HORIZONS FOUNDED 1062 .
7, 0, Box 621, Cartland, New York 13045 ek et Prasg, P, O, p '
No toh;hono # specified,  Victar I, Thayer, Coord, 06_”81{' 8, irene Iraesg, Box 263,
No newalstter, Donations for searches, Hegistered non-mroflit, 5 7-8098, »
Sporatio uaotings, opon to nenben-:ahip only. ' Nova Scotia . : ' : -, ,
5 RANSAS CTTY ADULT ADOPTEE CRGANIZATION FOUNDED 1978 Aradale; M. i Bromell, P, 0, Box 811, BGIAKS | 3
3 4505 W, 62nd Terracs, Fairway Kansas 66205, - ;
913-262-0836 RE~QRCANTZATION PIANHED MARCH 1979 Ontario - e
"~ Soundex, ¥illowdales ¥ra, Fary Jane Krinkos, 28 rorx Vallsy ;
| pehiy p:mbly nrticiate in ‘ine Imtexnatioml Soundex aftexr Crggcm #16-483-1358 .
recvganising; Holds meetings, open to the public) offers : ’
seerch assistance, XNo newslstter as yet, No mambarship fee Scarberoughy Mrs, Virginia Hason, 219 Bmmon o
established but will be set msoony filing for non-yrofit status, M1RIY2 1&16—?55-11-02‘4 -
i Rancy Hudason, Coord,p Marsha Johnson, Juns Tannaw, Kermit Karnms. -
v , Hamiltony Mrnm, Wendy Rod.nold,, 393 Uppar Ottawa St,
o OHRPHAN VOYAGE NEM ENGIAND CH, FND 1976 1416-388-0896
' Oh Franklin Street, Peaebody, Maza, ,
t 617-532-1261 ¥indsor; Mrs, Joamne,Jeffrey, 1357 Moy Ave, 351"35
o Purticipntes in The Interrational Soundex, Holds regular 516-256-7244 _ )
mootings, opon to the publicy offers gearch assistance, :
Kewsletter "Happenings! Charge for non-remxber $5,00, Member- Kitchener; Mrs, Marilyn Billone, RR #2
. ship fee $30.00, aunnual dues $20,00., Susin Darke, Coord,i 519-696-2801 ‘
£ Lerraine Sweenay, Search Asst; Dh.m Dabin, Search Asst;
_ Gen Harrington, 2, Londong Mrs, Mary Beth Hoy, 194 Moomore Hd, HGG 3A6 .
i *IT IS NOT WHAT YOU'VE FOUND, BUT THAT 519-471-2712 . o _ ; : B
: IOU'VE FOUND -IT? ; e
4 i . Eanataj Mrs, Sharon Phillips, P, 0 Bﬁx 13102; , i
2 PARENTS & ADOPTSES TOGETHER FOUNDED 1978 K2K 1X3 613-592-1699 (x;mu is & sub\n:b o .
' 1500 Fort Hill Dpive, AicHmond, Ya, 23226 Ottava) . , S .
3525 Clydewood Menuo,ﬁichmnd. Va, 23234 ' P : ;
o 804~231~1546 Mississauga) Mra, Joy Powell, 2610 Kinnerton g
- Participates in The International Soundex; holds regular Crescext 16-822-510? )
mestings, open to the pudlic) offers search asslstancs, .. ‘
No newsletter, No mexberahip fse except SASE, Debbls Sotos, Singhanptoeng Rz.. Sipdrs Pilon, M111 8t, KNCC 1KO N
Cox, Estells Thompuon, 705-445+6528 _ . e
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