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Pres i dent 's  Message: 

"To every th ing the re  i s  a season, and a t i m e  for  every purpose under t h e  heaven. 

I 1  .... e t ime t o  keep si lence, and a t ime t o  speak ..., t I 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 

OUR TIME I S  NOW!! 

Several months aqo the  fo l  Iowinq . l e t t e r  was sent t o  ALMA members who were adopted 
I n  t he  Sta te  o f  New York: 

" I t  i s  w i t h  qreat,happiness t h a t  I w r i t e  today t o  b r i n g  you news f o r  
which some bf us have waited near ly  a l i f e t i m e .  The lawsui ts  which 
A.L.M.A. w i l l  b r i n q  t o  seek i n v a l i d a t i o n  by the  cour ts  of New York 
Sta te 's  sealed adoption records law, so f a r  as a d u l t  adoptees are 
concerned, are now being prepared. Professor  Cyr i  I C. Means, Jr., 
o f  New York Law School, w i l l  a c t  as A,L.M.A.?s at to rney  i n  b r i n g i n g  
these s u i t s  i n  Federal Courts i n  New York C i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
A.L.M.A. as an orqanizat ion,  the re  w i l l  be a number of i nd i v i dua l  a d u l t  
adoptees as co-plai  n t i f f s  i n  these s u i t s ,  which w i  I 1 be brought as 
c lass  ac t ions  t o  b e n e f i t  a l l  adoptees. We look forward t o  your t e s t i f y -  
I nq  a t  the  t r i a l ,  i f  it i s  poss ib le  f o r  you t o  attend. However, i f 
d i i t a n c e  prevents you from t e s t i f y  lng, you may s t i  1 l be a co-plaintiff. 
P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  lawsui ts  as a c o - p l a i n t i f f  w i l l  not o b l i g a t e  you 
f i n a n c i a l l y  In  reqard t o  Professor Means's fee o r  t he  c o u r t  costs, 
These w l l l  be from q i f t s  . t o  A.L.M.A. made for  t h i s  purpose. 

"I enclose an exp I anatory l e t t e r  and quest ionnai r e  prepared by Professor 
Means. Please read them c a r e f u l l y ,  f i l l  o u t  the  quest ionnai re as com- 
p l e t e l y  as you can, and as soon as possib le,  and send it t o  Professor Means. 

"Today, I t h i n k  o f  a l l  the  years I was alone and remember how i sought o n l y  
one o the r  person who would understand. Now, we are thousands un i t ed  by a 
comnon cause. 

"We pass t h i s  way b u t  once. We make a mockery o f  l i f e  i f  we do no t  pursue 
our  dreams, i f  we hedqe aqairrst r ea l  i t y  and know b u t  ha1 f o f  what we are. 
The ri ghf t o  se I f-determi n a t i o n  i s yours.. . .Reach out,  take it, and have 
f a i t h  i n  the  fu tu re .  I I 
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! ALMA'S s u i t  w i l l  be f i l e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Labor Day! Only persons adopted I n  c e r t a i n  
count ies of New York may be p l a i n t i f f s  I n  t he  s u i t .  Those o f  you who have expressed 
your des i re  t o  become p l a i n t i f f s  i n  t h e  s u i t  by f i l l i n q  . o u t  and re tu rn inq  . the 
quest ionnaires t o  Professor Means w i l l  be contacted by him by mal l  or  phone t h i s  
s u m r .  I f  you are t a k i n g  o f f  for  a "season i n  t h e  sun" - have fun! - b u t  bear i n  
mind t h a t  Professor Means's exper t i se  I s  law, n o t  "searchinq"! Do w r i t e  him a 
b r i e f  note q i v i n q  - him your sumner address, phone number and'the i nc lus i ve  dates 
you w i  I l be reackable there. The "Reqistryf l  won't help you i n  t h i s  case, so d o n ' t  
get  l os t !  ,Write Professor Means c/o ~ e w  York Law School, 57 Worth S t . ,  New York, 
New York, 10013. 

ALMA members adopted i n  States o t h e r  than New York are - n o t  e l t g i b l e  t o  be p l a i n t i f f s  
i n  t he  s u i t  here. - BUT...this i s  how our  Federal Court s u i t  i n  New York, aga inst  New 
York's sealed records law can he lp  you!! When t h i s  s u i t  reaches the  Uni ted Stafes 
Supreme Court, i t s  decision, though t e c h n i c a l l y  l i m i t e d  t o  dec la r ing  - unconstitutional 
on ly  the New York law, w i l  1 have the  e f f e c t ,  as a precedent, o f  i n v a l i d a t i n q  s i m i l a r  
laws i n  a l l  o the r  States. This s u i t  could have been brouqht i n  any s ta te .  We 
decided on New York because the ALMA Nat ional  O f f i c e  i s  hkm.  Professor Means i s  here, 
our la rqes t  membership i s  here, I ' m  here, and, i t ' s  Just  eas ies t  t o  handle here. 

I ... b u t  )he decis ion w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  e n t i r e  country. 

F i I i n q  ou r  s u i t  was delayed u n t i l  now because of  events occur r inq  i n  t h e  State of  New 
York i h i c h  we had n o t  forseen ( d i d  I j u s t  say it was "easier1' here?) I n  November, 
1975, Joy Perlow, a consu l tan t  of t he  New York Temporary State Commission on Chi I d  
Welfare contacted me exp la in ing  t h a t  a s t a f f  study of  t h e  New York sealed records law 
was beinq prepared fo r  t h e  Commission, toqether  w i t h  recommendations as t o  i f  and how 
the law i hou l  d be chanqed. . She requested' t h a t  I meet w i t h  her  and Ph 1 I i p P i  nsky, the  
Commission~s counsel. They came t o  New York and met w l t h  Professor b a n s ,  Dr .  W i l l i am 
Reynolds and myself a t  my home and asked us what changes ALMA wanted. We r e p l i e d  t h a t  
ALMA has never advocated any I e g i s l a t l v e  chanqe. I f we t r y  t o  change the  law Sta te  
by State the  adoptees who are bei  ng h u r t  by t k e  present laws wou 1 d a l I be dead and 
bur ied before t he  States would open up uncond i t iona l l y .  Some l e q i s l a t o r s  may s t i l l  
be i n  adoption aqencies' pockets, so t h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  a d u l t  kdopteesf needs i s  
n o t  t o  be expected from t h a t  quar te r .  

We then explained tha t ,  as now administered t o  the  detr iment of a d u l t  adoptees, we 
consider t h e  present laws so barbarous t h a t  t he  on l y  proper way t o  erase them f r o m  
the  s t a t u t e  books i s  t o  obPain a Unl ted  States Supreme Court dec la ra t ion  of t h e i p  
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a I I t y  and i n j u n c t i o n  aqainst  t h e i r  cont inued enforcement. 

A t  t he  t i m e  of t h i s  rneetinq, Senator A1 Lewis had already introduced a b i l l  I n  t h e  
New York Leql s l  a tu re  which; i f passed, wou I d  have unsealed agency and cou r t  records 
t o  a d u l t  adoptees. I f  enlarqed t o  unseal o r i q l n a l  b i r t h  c e r ~ l f i c a t e s  as wel l ,  t h e  
Lew i s b i  1 l wou l d have made o i r  su i  t unnecessary i n New York. We made it very c l e a r  
t h a t  anything less than t h a t  -- any measure such as an intermediary b i l l  -- would 
be j u s t  as uncons t i tu t i ona l  as t he  present law. 

The Commission's s t a f f  has f i n a l l y  completed I t s  study and made i t s  recommendations 
as fo l lows:  

1 , They have declared the  Lewis b i  I I unacceptable. 

2. The b i l l  they have recommended would unseal the  mcord,s t o  adoptees 
adopted a f t e r  i t  i s  passed, as soon as they reach 18. I f passed 
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t h l s  year, - 1994 would be the  e a r l i e s t  year t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  s t a f f -  
recommended b i l l  would bene f i t  anyone. To be expIfc1t - the only 
adoptees a f f e c t e d  p o s i t i v e l y  by t h i s  b i l l  are those who have Jus t  " '  been conceived... 

3. They f u r t h e r  recommended t h a t  a d u l t s  a l ready adopted be subjected t o  
agency i ntermedi a t i o n  between themselves and the1 r naturh l  parent (  s 1 .  
I n  o the r  words, t he  aqency worker would contact  t he  na tu ra l  parent  t o  
ask i f she wou I d or  whu l d n o t  consent t o  see her  c h i  Id.  

! 
This l a s t  

! recommendation i s  absurd and unacceptable t o  any a d u l t  adoptee who 
considers himsel f  a human beinq . and n o t  an ob jec t .  The i n t r u s i o n  
of  a soc ia l  worker or, Indeed, any t h i r d  person, i n t o  a reunion between 
parent  and ch j  Id i s  an obscene v i o l a t i o n  of t he  p r i vacy  of  a l l  pa r t i es .  

There I s  nobody i n  the  en t  i r e  wor ld b e t t e r  qua1 i f  ied t o  hand l e  t he  reunion than t h e  
a d u l t  adoptee!! There i s  no one less q u a l i f i e d  than the  soc ia l  worker whose o r i e n t -  
a t i o n  has been toward separat ion of parent  and ch i  I d  - no t  reunion. 

This recommendation, made under the  quise of cons ider ing the  r i g h t s  of a l l  pa r t i es ,  
i s  a smokescreen for the  r e a l  i n t e n t ' o f  t h i s  Commission and var ious Sta te  leg is -  
la tu res  i n t o  which such laws have been introduced. The i r  u l t e r i o r  motive i s  t o  
save the caseworkers' j o b s !  .Why? There a re  no babies. The adopt lon market has 
d r i e d  up. Where there i s  no need, l e t  us c rea te  a need! Counsel I i nq, t h a t ' s  the  
answer! Who need it? Why, a d u l t  adoptees i n  search, o f  course - ana t h e i r  na tu ra l  
mothers as we l t !  Who are  the  best  q u a l i f i e d  t o  supply it? Adoption caseworkers, 
of  course! The proqram? Put the  adopt ion aqencies i n  the  search business. When 
an a d u l t  adoptee approaches an agency recquesjina in format ion,  and pays h l s  fee i n  
advance, have the  aqency t r ace  and locate  t he  na tu ra l  mother. What a superb s o l u t i o n  
t o  the  aqencies' rea l  problem, which has no th inq  whatever t o  do with the  welfare, 
sensi t l v i  t i e s ,  or "pr ivacyf1 e i t h e r  o f  na tu ra l  mothers o r  a d u l t  adoptees, bu t  mere1 y 
w i t h  the  aqencies understandable, bu t  always concealed motive, t o  save caseworkerst 
jobs and keep up the  f low of income! 

On Apr i  l 28th, 1976, the  Temporary S ta te  Commission on Chi I d  Welfare and the  Assembly 
StandInq Committee on C h i l d  Care he ld  j o i n t  hear ings i n  Albany on the  sub jec t  o f  
ffopening records f o r  those adopted persons wish inq t o  learn o f  t h e i r  backqroundsw 
and i n v i t i n g  testimony "from i n d i v i d u a l s  and organ i r a t i o n s  concerned w i th '  t h i  s issue. 11 

As President  o f  ALMA I refused t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  charade a t  Albany. The f o I  Iow- 
i nq  .. a re  excerpts from a l e t t e r  sent by me t o  the  Cownission and Committee: 

"The a d u l t  adoptee i s  the  on ly  s ide  o f  the adoption quadranqle who never consented 
even t o  the  adopt ion i t s e l  f, much less t o  t he  seal i ng o f  h i s  o r  her  records. A t  
the t ime the  c o n t r a c t  was entered in to ,  t h e  adopt ion aqency was represented by an 
a d u l t  caseworker, the  adopt ive parents were adu l t s ,  and the  netura l mother, whi l e  
t y p i c a l  I y  a teenager, was nevertheless t r ea ted  by t he  law as sui  j u r i s  for  the  
purpose o f  s ign inq  the surrender, and was c l e a r l y  o l d  enouqh t o  understand what 
she was doinq, hokever r e l u c t a n t l y  she may have q iven her  consent. The on ly  pa r t y  
who was no t  an adu l t ,  bu t  a baby w i t h  no understending of  what was goinq on was 
the  adoptee. L ike a Neqro s lave  on the  auc t ion  b lock o f  a Southern c i t ;  before 
1865 he was merely the  o b j e c t  o f ,  r a t h e r  than a p a r t y  to, the t ransac t ion .  For 
your Commission and Committee now t o  consider perpetuatinG, i n  any deqree o r  form, 
a system wh i ch  purpor ts  to  b i n d  an ad" I t by what was done i n  regard t b  h l r n  by 

b 

o the r  o l d e r  adu l t s  when he was on ly  a baby, i s  so grotesque an aber ra t ion  from 
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the  norms o f  c i v i l i z e d  jur isprudence as t o  shock the  conscience of  mankind..,. 

"The foreqoinq are reasons which .... impel me t o  choose no t  t o  d i q n i f y  .. your 
proc iedlnqs . w i t h  my testimony. 

"Any law the  Leq is la tu re  now enacts which does no t  f u l l y  and uncond i t i ona l l y  
unseal the recbrds t o  a d u l t  adoptees w i l I be as unconstt t u t  iona l as the  one 
now on the  books. ALMA1s on1 y request i s  t h a t  whatever t he  Leq is la tu re  
proposes t o  do, i t  do qu ick l y ,  so t h a t  we may q e t  on w i t h  t he  i e r i o u s  business 
o f  b r i nq ing  . our  s u i t  to  have i t declared uncons t i tu t i ona l .  tt  

The adoptees and na tura l  mothers who t e s t f f i e d  i n  qood f a i t h  had t h e  courage and 
eloquence t o  t e l l  t he  Commission and Committee whai they needed t o  hear and what 
they could e f f e c t i v e l y  learn from no o t h e r  source. These witnesses had no way of 
knowinq t h a t  what they were p a r t i c i p a t i n q  i n  was no t  a j o i n t  hearinq, b u t  a j o i n t  
charade! That the  Commission and ~ o m i t ? e e  d i d  no t  want t o  hear p o s i t i v e  testimony 
toward opening records t o  the  a d u l t  adoptee was evidenced by t he  negat ive quest ions 
asked o f  the  witnesses by var ious members o f  the  Commission and Co&ittee. The 
Commission and Committee have no t  y e t  decided whether, and i f  so, what, new law t o  
recommend. However, o f  one t h i n q  we are  ce r ta i n ,  and t h a t  I s  t h a t  whatever they 
come up wi th,  i t  most assuredly k i l l  not be uncondi t ional  opening of  t he  records. 

B i l l s  t o  open up records t o  a d u l t  adoptees have been introduced i n t o  the  var ious 
State Leq is la tu res .  Hearinqs have been he ld  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Colorado, Minnesota, 
Ohio, el;. Adoptees around' the  country have t e s t  i f i ed i n  t h e  hope t h a t  they could 
persuade t h e i r  respec t ive  I e q i s I a t o r s  t h a t  adopteesl r i q h t s  have been v io la ted .  
The resu l t s  speak f o r  themsei ves. These b i l l s have been SHELVED, K l  LLED o r  otherw i s e  
MUTILATED! To date, no b i l l  q ran t tnq  an a d u l t  adoptee uncondi t ional  access t o  the  
records o f  h i s  b i r t h  and adop%ion ha; passed any Sta te  Leg is la tu re .  

LOBBYING FOR LEG1 SLATION I S  - NOT THE ANSWER! COURT ACTION - I S !  

ALMA1s reasons f o r  no t  b r i n q i n q  s u i t  dur inq  t h i s  cu r ren t  I e q i s l a t i v e  session i s  t h a t  
were we t o  f i l e now i t wou l d be aqa i n s t  the  present law, bu) i f a new law were t o  
replace i t  such a s u i t  would be dismissed f o r  techn ica l  reasons. We would then have 
t o  r e f i l e  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  the new law. Th1s session of the  Leq is la tu re  w i l l  adjourn 
s h o r t l y  n o t  t o  reconvene un t  i I January, 1977, Unt i I the  ~ e q i  s 1 a tu re  adjourns we 
sha I I n o t  know what law it i s  we sha l I have t o  a t t ack  i n t h e  s u i t ,  the o l d  o r  a new 
one. As a d u l t  adoptees BORN w i t h  the  same r i  qhts as non-adopted we w i  I I accept no 
compromise t h a t  depr ives us o f  complete autonbmy. 

Over the  comlng summer, Professor Means w i  I1 be prepar inq the  complaint, the t r i a l  
memorandum and o the r  necessary steps i n  o rder  t o  f i l e  s u j  t short1 y a f t e r  Labor Day. 

"To every th ing  the re  i s  a season, and a t i m e  for  every purpose under the  heaven. 11 

OUR T I M E  I S  N 0 W ! ! !  

w i t h  love and f a i t h  i n  t h e  future.. . .  
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THE SEARCH I S  OVER!!! 

With t he  expansion of  ALMAfs membership has come an exp los ion of REGISTRY MATCH-UPS! 
Some ALMA members f i n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  o n l y  throuqh d i l i g e n t  searching ... f o r  o the rs  
" the search i s  over"  t h a t  miraculous moment t h e  person they a re  seeking a l s o  r e q l s t e r s !  
We b r i n q  you some reunion s t o r i e s  i n  t he  hope t h a t  a l  l ALMA members w i  l I share i n  t h e  
happineis of t h e i  r f e l  low-members f o r  whom THE SEARCH - I S  OVER! 

MATCH-UP on MOTHER'S DAY, 1976! Reg N i l es ,  ou r  non-adopted Search Consultant,  whose own 
mother l i v e s  t o o  f a r  f o r  them t o  be toge the r  on Mother's Day, spent  t h e  day r e g i s t e r i n g  
members who had j o ined  t h e  prev ious week. He came t o  t he  quest' ionnal r e  o f  LOIS VANCE,- 
adoptee, C a l i f o r n i a ,  and e x c i t e d l y  rushed t o  t h e  phone! No answer... undaunted, he then 
phoned MaryAnna deParcq, So. Ca I I f . coord I n a t o r  . Resourcef u I MaryAnna phoned Bea 
Caste1 Iano, adopt ive mother (a dedicated member o f  ou r  hardworking So. Ca I1 f . Core 
Group), who l i v e s  near Lo is .  Bea dashed t o  Loi.sf home, s l  ipped a note under t h e  door 
askInq he r  t o  phone ALMA immediately ... and we a l l  waited. Lo is  phoned MaryAnna and was 
s tunn id  by t h e  wonderfu l news! Unable t o  be1 ieve it was t rue ,  she he ld  he r  b rea th  as 
she placed a phone c a l l  t o  an incredulous JEANNE SANBORN o f  Washinqton, her  na tu ra l  
mother, who had r e q i s t e r e d  w i t h  ALMA i n  September, 1975. By mldn iqht  on Mother 's Day, 
1976, for  Lo is  ~ a n k e ,  and her  na tu ra l  mother.. . . the search was OVER! 

JAMES NIXON, adoptee, 30, of New Jersey beqan h i s  search l a s t  September. A f t e r  j u s t  
t h ree  months he located and t a t  ked w i  t h  hi; mother by telephone on December 23rd. I t 
was the  happiest  Christmas e i t h e r  one o f  us has ever  had.!' J im was reun i t ed  wl-th h i s  
mother, b r o t h e r  and f o u r  s i s t e r s  on December 2 6 t h  ~n Sta ten Is land, New York (a f i f t h  
s i s t e r  was murdered two years aqo and h i s  f a t h e r  was k i l l e d  a f t e r  f a l l i n q  from a t r u c k ) .  
"I can on1 y thank God I found ALMA. Before t h a t  I accepted s o c i e t y ' s  f a l s e  n o t i o n  t h a t  
adoptees have no r i q h t  t o  search fo r  t h e i r  t r u e  parents .  How wrong and u n j u s t  t h a t  idea l  
i s !  For my e n t i r e  i i f e  I ' v e  l i v e d  o n l y  50 minutes away from my na tu ra l  mother. I f  I had 
n o t  found ALMA when I d i d  who knows, b u t  what my mother may have d ied  be fo re  I found her  
-- o r ,  i f  I had discovered ALMA e a r l i e r  I mlqht  have had t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  p leasure of meet- 
i nq  my f a the r .  The f a c t  t h a t  I w i l l  never know him o r  my f i f t h  s i s t e r  i s  sad..but it I s  
a iadness g r e a t l y  outweighed by my fo r tune  i n  f i nd i nq  . t h e  r e s t  of  my wonderful new 
fami l y  and t h e  way they have we l corned me back t o  t h e  f o l d . "  

Less than two months a f t e r  j o i n i n q  ALMA, DONNA LANGTON, 28, adoptee of Nevada, found 
her  79-year o l d  qrandmother, - 8 1 - ~ e a r  o l d  qreat-aunt  and two b ro the rs  i n  Oregon. She was 
"welcomed w i t h  open arms." Donna j u s t  r e h r n e d  from a week i n  Oreqon - w i t h  her  o l d e r  
b ro the r .  "He's f a n t a s t i c ,  and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  i n  my l i f e  I saw a p i c t u r e  o f  my 
mother and now I f i n a l l y  know where I q e t  my looks from. I look j u s t  l i k e  her .  I t ' s  
g rea t  t o  know who I am a t  l a s t .  She passed away 22 years ago, b u t  my l i f e t i m e  long ing 
- is  f i n a l  I y  a t  res t . "  

STORY OF A "SAFECRACKER"! An adoptee i n  her  mid- twent ies asked her  adopt ive  parents  for  
he r  adopt lon papers. They refused, denyinq he r  r i q h t  t o  her documents. The adoptee - - - - -- -- 

then decided t h a t  - she and on I y  she wou I d be master of  her  own f a t e .  She "cracked the1 r 
safev, took possession o f  - her b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  and - her adopt ion papers, j o ined  ALMA 
and found her  na tu ra l  mother i n  FOUR days! 

MORAL OF STORY: ADOPTEES! Your b i  r t h  records a re  yours!  Your I d e n t i t y  has been s t o l e n !  
I t  i s  immoral f o r  anyone t o  w i thho ld  your  documents which are v i t a l  t o  your I i f e  from 

. . 
YOU* - You have been robbed of  your  b l r t h r l g h t !  Only YOU can t ake  it back! 
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