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Our September Meeting was held September 29, 1977.
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- Minutes of the August Meeting were read.

~ Recent news articles were passed arcund to be read by ;
those who attended. Copies will be available at our
October mceting.

-~ AI.M. will be sending a brisf resume about A.I.M.
to all those organizations listed on the SOUNDEX
REGISTER mailing list. The purpose of this will
be to get acquainted with these other groups and

request that an exchange of Newsletters be made. .
~ AL our Oatobar Meotineg & definitvs seleciiocn will

be made as to a slcgan to be used by A.I.M.

-~ - Contact was made with the Buffalo Evening News on
how- to go about having our meeting announcemsnts placed
in the News. Hopefully we will give it a try for our
October Meeting.

UPCOM.INGS :

~ QOctober Meeting:

Doris Jones, Freelance Writer of "Suburban Woman"
will be our guest speaker. "Suburban Woman! is
circulated through Tops Market with a circulation
throughout Burfalc, Amherst, Tonawanda and Kenmore.

Do Plan To Attend.

~ November Meeting:

We ape tryving 4o line up a doctor specializin g
Genealogy who 1is affiliated with the Medical Genetics
Unit on Hign Street. More on this later.

- January Meeting:

Once again, the ball is rolling and we are hopeful

in being able to have Judge Mattina speak at our ‘
meeting. We hope to have this confirmed by our .
October Meeting. o

GOODNEWS:

Barbara Brooks, adopted sister to Joe Ayres will tell
of her recent reunion at cur QOctober meeting.

797




-~ QOur guest speaker at the September Meeting was Dr. Norma
Panahon. Here aire some of the comments made by Dr. Panahon,
who told us that she has seveiral patients who are adopted.

-~ She believes that agencies take the stand
of giving no information out to adoptees
because agencies do not want you "hurt"
when learning of your past.

- She feels 1n some cases adoptees don't
want to learn of their biological origins
because of family ties with their adopted
families and they don't want to cause any
stress. |

- The three main causes of stress are:
The Unfamliliar

. The Unknown
. The Strange

WM -

~ States from her experience with adoptees
that the loss of a loved one will prompt
an adoptee to search for their roots.

- Stressed that mental illness is not
hereditary, but that the transfer of
genes 1is.

~ Illustrated that the mind is made up of
three parts.

PSYCHOLOGICEﬁR
%,

)/

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT ~

The target date is March, 1978. We are hoping to be able to present
a "Workshop Seminrar" for A.1.M. The list of guest speakers would
include: Judges, Attorneys, County Clerk, Physicians, Social and
Case Workers from local agencies. The complete list is not yet pre-
pared. The purpose of this Seminar will be to get these peoples'
views on adoptions, adeoptees in search of their biological origins,
etc.

/000




As this project is Jjust starting to get moving, not much more
is available at this time. However, any gquestions you can
think of that you would liked answered, jot them down, so you
don't forget. 7

$OO% % %% % ¥

Let's plan to attend our October Meeting. Once again, our
Guest Speaker will be Doris Jones.

Hope to gee you on Octeober 26, 1977 at 7:30 PM at the Buffalo
Savings Bank, Bastern Hills Mall.
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A NEWEOIN BABY LOY, 8 to 8 pounds in ml—hl was alive and
kitking Al General hﬁ:p‘h‘ll today afier 1ning alandoned, naked,
Janeath & lliae bush o a south Mipaeapelin fown for rsveral hoursn |

taijing the story of the ""Lilac Bob/

. SEALED ADOPTION RECORDS

mt ks alf

;":TE MV

sers t-\o 1
—tdy "

vive alw ravs leen havnted by who T min.” said Laxen,

T now viee-president and general
manager ef & piwoto processing
plant in St. Charles, Mo. “I
don't even know if my real

+ mother even wants to know
me . .. what I'm saving is,
please come forward. Let me
krow who you are!

" “Times have changed .
mmorality is changed and lhu'e 5
no mn"nr Ll f'hf'm:z thern wag
in those days. [ want you to
know I don’t near you any il
will. T just wanl to know who
you are . , . I just want to
know . . ."”

Tlie only clue to Laxen’'s truce
ideutity was a note pianed io
the  buby's oluthmg which
read: UMy parents ave Catho-
lie, 1 am Go:m n and Irish.”

. '._‘,:.-7 mnneapohs newspapers dub-

Led  the . infanl the *‘Lilac
‘Raby." Buat despite hegdline
pitas, the mother never cane
forward Lo claim the baby.
The “Lilac  PRaby" was

a adopted shorlly theréafler by

Mr. and Mrs. Jolm Laxen and
Zrew up on a 160-acre furm

\ autside Minneapolis with six
A other children, five of {liem

also adopted.

The question of Laxen's orl-
gins did not begin to trouble
him until he was a teenager —
hut he quickly learned that no
one had any answers,

“When I was 16, I asked my
wnthier about Ty real folks
aund she said, ‘Well, you were
absdened,! ‘and she showed
me g newspaper article and
that was about it," he recalled.
Married in 1945, Laxen sery
cd u uitch in fiie Air Voree md

h..w a child of your own you
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SFEKING I'H" true identity
is Jack Laxen, now 31,
of St. Charles, Mo.

start asking more qguestions."
he sald. vV on start askine
what it would {ake to abandos
a child.”

To try to find out, Laxen re-
cently visited ulmneapnh But
he was dismaye: o discover
that the front lawn where b
had been found huad been con-
verfed inle a parking lot., and
all his cfforts to trace his
mother eanie Lo nothing,

He did learn that a woman
claiming to be his real meticre
had writtea a leticr (o the gue-
lor who had cared for him ip
{he hospital.

But that had been a long
time -ago, in 194R, and it was
the last anyone has ever heard
of her,

Readers who feel they may
have information helmul {0
Jack Laxen may write Lilae
Daby, NATIONAL ENQUID.
R, Lantana, Fla. 2345,

= GRANVILLE THOGOUY

The right of adopted men and women to knowvs their natural parents is heing p.ushed by sever.al activist
groups. Some of them are bringing class action suits to test the legality of laws which keep adopt!on.re-
cords sealed in nearly every state—laws originally designed to safeyuard the rights of all three parties in the
adoption triangle: child, naturai parents and adoptive parents. By eliminating the natural parents from

. the picture, it was believed tha other two would have a botter chance to develop a more normal parent/
child relationship. The current agitation for change indicates things haven't worked out as well as hoped.

UCLA psychiatrist Arthur Sorosky and two experienced adoption social workers, Annette Baran and
Reuben Pannor, have examined {through questionnaires and interviews) 50 cases in which adoptees met
with one or more of their natural parents, and in some cases with brothers, sisters or other relatives., The

© adoptees ranged in sge from 18 1o 50 at the time of the reunion. According to their reports, and those of

the parents. the meetings were a great sucenss

: Ninety percent of the adoptees and 827 ot the natural parents were happy about the outcome. Most
of the adoptees, the reszarchers said, reported ''a sense of closure, resolution of geneologicat concerns anc

. diminished identity conflicts,”

After the first meeting, half the adoptees developed meaningful relaticn-

ships with the natural parents; another 34% were satisficcd with occasiornal contacts. The adoptive parents
were {ess happy. While 36% were cooncrative and understanding, 203 were mildly upset and arother 10%

the continuity of lile through the generations

b deeprr sense of love and ap ,wcuation for thei
cal parents.” For natural parents,

were quite hurt, The rest were cither dead or were not told about the meeting to spare their feelings.
Sorosky found that the adoptees whose case histories he studied were “more vulnerable than non-

adoptees to the development of identity conflicts in late atlolescence and young adulthood. Many. .. ap-

pear 10 be preoccupied with existential cencerns and a feeling of isolation and alienation due to a break in

that their adoption represents, For some, the existing block

to the past may create a feeling that thore is a block to the future as well.”
The researchers concluded that the positive Leneiits from the reunions far exceoded the drawbacks.
For fldontb‘c ”'IP henefits includedt a now mt-nnmnfl | re l"‘[lt"lll“}"l[t with the natural parents as wall as g

r adoptive parents, whom they saw as their real “psychoiagi-

"the experience provided un oppartunity to resolve old guilt fealing and
to erase years of questinoning about the outcoma of their relinquished child.” As for the adoptive parents,
although same were hurt and upset by the reunion, the researchers found that “in only a few cases was any

permanent damage done to the adoptive relationship.”” ‘
I Sorusky and his co-workers conclude that the anonymity mandated by sezled adoption records has
' created more prol)[ems than it has provented for overvone, inchiding the adoptive parents, “On the
[ .
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= Joa Ayres
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A rvnevl vas givcn re 'a.dfn' avr meeting wich Tinothy Trainer, Gen
MeFarland's aid,. dr. Treiner's thoughte op our canse:

-~ HKe folt it is cur persenal right to have asccess to our madieal
higiamy., Yo folt that this iuformation sheuld be givan bo
t

r b -
“’ * A
adoptess vithout a Soure Qrnsr,
- He felt thet priov notice shceuld be given to the naturz
parznt anafor pavcars weingy cought,
- Ue felt that A.T.IL oould aob as 2 sredistor for beth the
adoptee and the natural paveni(s) Yeiug sought, §
- He felt that identifying background information should
go through a cleaving nouse, {Aguin, this could Ye &.T.M.)
During our general cenvevsation, Me, Troinev uwenticnad that
. . hez toc feels that Cecial Services could be doing more for us
= _ than thay are now dulng without the beunefit of a Ccurt Ovder,
GUOVT SPEARIR:
Yirs, Baily Scandale, Directer of Cachedral Pavk Counseling Cervices at
L32 A Ellicont Sguare Building, Buifale, N.Y., spoke brielly eupleining
the counseliag services available. She explained that the center deals
vith short term crisis,
FARARTAS & NSl oY &)
HIOVETWENTS
1. 4 1975 Speing Converence on hew Froutiers OfF Service To The
Adoatica Toiad” will bo beld Thuredny nond Friday, May 13 - .08,
i 1975 en ke Losminston Younl, Mianeapelis, Minnezota., T ooy
ore 1E dyuerested, niluase wrile to!l
Dizne Christicnaen x
Children's Home CSociely
2220 Cono Avenue
3L, Poawl, Ninpzsota 25102 o
2. & Board tecotive will be hald on Thursday, Harch 20, 1974, i
Anyon< intorcsved 1n oo copy of the munubtes, pioact sang "
! a self addveszol gt enviiiope to:
Mavei.r Natkn :
- A7 Llliett 6,
Builale, W7, HLUG :
LA he . . N . .‘J
(Tor these dnb comted, tovcia's vee elophon s e Ve 1 o, v K

P B R S PR

LR T A A





































'm >/

TURIED ML XA ™

#f?.

.
« . .
-
+ . “w ! -’
. LI ) 4 * « ',

[ .~ Wt S

o~ | R
ezﬁz;chZéiaraAa%néf | o

ADCPTIVE « NATURAL PARENY LocaTiING GROUP ' o
8, 0, Aox 14734 .
CANTYON CCTUNTXNY, CAn.u-onMA orany——

1ICOT) 252.0%.% 213/768/198¢&
NZwW ADDRESS:

-
-

- ’

MAY WE INTRODUCE OURSELVES

.
Y
- -

.

We are a natural parent/adoptee locatlng group.

parents,

-

We are the only group, nationally and internationally that work

with the adeptive parents.

The Peace Corps of the UnitedAStates and other countries have
signed to give us prof fessional assistance and at this™

White House so we may
further erTaln to the President of the outcrys of 8 million peop’e

just been as
vriting we are setting up meetings 2t the

involved in this adoption triangie.

We would seek a place to have persons go to find out their medical
These are human rights for us all.
agreed ubon reunion we work very carefully to

snd personal background.
if there is a mutual
vandle this matter.

Wo would like some infeocrmation

,clients and they with your group.

We tske pride in preventatlve and follow~up measures for our

PRESIDENT

somea 17 000 clients.

(]
¢ -

<% we can further explain our services and our future plans

please do not hesitate to call or write to our 24 hr.
or address above.

Most sincerelv and thank you for takina time to read our
infermation letter to vyou.

to us akcut vyour group.

Most sipcerely, o

/{.i ‘e Ly mmtal ’/('-f(,, 2a _/—,a)/?c' /.(,"__-.l_,
r. June Ramsay Miller - Soclologist

and founder

P.5. If you would like to be placed on our malling list, please

indicate in your follow-up letter.

L]

if you

wvou piease send
instructlons

a self addresced stamped envelope with those
to us. Again, thank vyou.

12007 BURTON ST.,NO.HOLLYWOOD,CA 91605

We assist all
persons connected with the acoption triangle including the adoptive:

elative to your absisting our

number

We ask that you send us some material

would like to have our initial informatlon packet sent

Then,
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