ALMA  So. Az (hapters....eee... IOENTTTIES UNLINITED. + v v evevnnnns Decenber 76 Newsletten

"Togethen we will teach them noit 2o be afraid,..”
fmma Vilandi

Ve have lvads 2o share in oun finst newsletten, Please feel free Zv offer any suggestions,
contnibute printable matenial on volunteen help with prepaning and addnessing. (ontact

Niane (arodin, 327 - 353,

LAST MWTH: ~ Thanke o each of you who attended the Novemben meeting. (e discussed chapten
plans and elected officens fon 1977, Youn officens ane: President, (awldyn Ausbonrn; Vice
President, Venlaine Gianas; Secnetany/Tneasunen, lNiane (arolin; Reaseanchen/libnrarian, Joann
Bunke, [et's glve them oun Aupponrd {n the coming yean as theg; wonk o make our cha,oim a
con,l‘/zi.bu,téng and Aupporiive pani 0,f youn seanch,

We neceived unanimows approval on the collection of %6 pen yearn docal dues from each memben,
(e ane dependent on these dues fon getting Zhe neusletlen 2o you and also donating a amall
anount to ihe chunch which has allowed ws 2o have ourn wonkshops/meetings in thein Sunday achool
nooms —no questions asked, e ane wsing these nvoms at a total donation of X9¢ pen memben,
per meeting., Until now, only 2hose who atdended the meetings wene asked to leave something
in the "Ritty. " It harndly seems fain that those people with Zhe incentive and willingness fo
support oun chapten effornts must canny the bunden. The facilities are available 2o eveny
memben, (hethen on not you make wse of them is youn decision, But we must all share the nre-
sponsibility of maintaining these novoms and providing basic materials necessany o Reep oun
chapten operative. IJf yu have not already paid, please send youn check for % (payable o
Barbara Gatewod) to Diane (anodin, 5303 £ Glenn, #1), 85712, Thank youllll!

(ontinuing oun attempts tvo Lill the needs of all oun manbel/w, we hope the decision Zv expand
to 2 monthly meetings will prove helpful. Fllective January 1977, oun evening meetings will
be held the 2hind Monday of each month at the Lutheran (hunch of the King, 2450 5. Kodb. The
wonkashop widl begin at 6: 30 pom. and end at 7:30 pemes Oun meeting will stant az 7: 3p.m.
and topefully close arvund 9 o0 2hat those with sittens on reluctant husbands/wives at home
will get home at an acceptable houn, Absolutely no details on seanches on individual seench
help can be given duning on aften the meeting, [his business belongs in the wonkshop struc-
ture and is available to menbens only. Since oun meetings ane open Zo the public and thene
widd be non-members etiending, we must Reep 7:30~9:00 fon discussion, neunion stonies
genenal problems, gquest speakens, and the snall bits of business inwolved in nunning Zhe
chapler, Ve need youn cooperation with this, please,

- Oun new monning meetings will be held the finst lJednesday following the Monday of the evening
meeting, We will begin at 9:00 aun. end close between (/: 3 and /2 noon, Barbera Gatewwod
will have these meetings at hen hwuse: 33/ (amino Suente, e twpe thio will give those who
worR nighits on cannot get o Lhe evening meetings fon othen neasons e chance Zo be with the

group. (Vhether on noid we can continue to expend time and effontdo the A.M, meetings depends
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upon youn Aupﬁ)/zio e think it would be ,to youn benelit o put some enengy inido geliting v
one of Zhe monthly meetings, WE HAVE THEM FOR YU 1]

HELPLIT e ane always in need of volunteens 2o bring nefrestments 4o ithe meedings. [his L4
wwiher area where the sane people arne Zaking the nesponsibility month aften month, Tuo people
fon eats and two fon dninks seems 2o be the must successful set up, Anyone who Likes 2o bake
on brew and would Like 2o help us out, call Michel Kelly, 296-735/. She can put wu on the
calendan fon whichever meeting/month you wish. QOur dues coven cups, napkins, eitc, but not

the food,

5[./@55: e can make it happen,..” .Novenbea. Reunivas,

DAD0-  Aathie Andrnee has spoken 1o her paternal g/x.andnoi/ze/z who Ls putting hen in
touch with hen fathen, Kathie's grandmother was thnilled, Now we ane
hot on the trail of Kathie's mothen,

R\~ Joenn Lurke has found an entine fanily. She met nelatives in Jdaho bafone
2raveling o (alifoania to meet hen mothen, Aften 3 days with them,
Joenn neponds, "J not only have a moithen but a osteplathen.” [hein
accepilance uas {O00%a

- 1% [ee /)e,[.gaab located a maternal aunt and neceived a phone cell from her mothen
the next night, As we go to the copy machines, Lee has not yet netunned
Lrom what promised 1o be a veny joyful inip "home" to meet her mothen,

P.Ses
excenpts from "MWelcome 2o My Wordd" by Susan Nevine A L. A, Masa,
9 ook forwerd to the simple things, So welcome 2o my wonld
Jo silent walks and long, long talkes. And J hope it maRkes you amile
(hildren's faces and baby's Laughs, lo shane it with me
But most of all just being in youn world, Forn a long, long while,

NEXT MWTH:  Neeting December 6, [lorshop begins .6.-45p,m. Meeting begins 7: X). Rememben,

new times and detes effective gmua/u 1977+
FRIFHEEF FHFE RS #7‘2-#'#‘?7{2# g e S A L Y S e e

Ve've come a long way since June 1976, T nenember neavous stvmachs and dnipping
hands befone a speech, Zolal exhaustion when getlting home at | awm. aféen a wonk-
shop, and the everpnesent closel doorns encountered by oun seanchens, [Lut the strwng-

en menonies ane vl seeiny smiles ol undenstanding end nelief from wou who fave come

fon help, teans of joy when a seanch has been successful, and good friends gained hw
ALMA . AU have contrnibuted 4v an increased detemnination and my pensvnal commit-~
ment—=strwngen now fon having shared time with you, Fon some the seanch is over— fon vthens,
just beginning, Fon all of ws thene is a new yean chead, Let's wse (& do unify and strength-
en on cawse; to open the unjustly Licked doons that hide the tuith; 1o seanch, discoven and
cwmplete ounselves, My wanest wishes fon a hyupy holiday seaon to you and yourn fanily AVD
(heers 2o Success in 197711/ 11! tfavbasa
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A.L.WM.A. So.-AZ, Uhapter......IDENTiTlES UNLIMITED,.....dJan. '77 Newsletter
) | ..a time to keep silence, and a time to speak..."

JAN'XB‘EHT Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

##%¥0ur December meeting was the best yet! Not much has happened in the way
of searches, but the discussion group found everyone joining in and sharing
some "gut feelings." Lee Delgado told of her visit home and gave good in-
sight to the emotions you go through upon completing a search. We talked
about the benefits of keeping a diary while searching; taking the time to re-
cord accurately mechanical details and noting feelings as best we can. This
definitely helps by giving you the opportunity to sort out and understand
your emotions. - It could also aid others who are still searching. Any parts
of a searcher's diary that he would be willing to write up, anonymously if
desired, choosing what he felt would forewarn others of what's ahead, offer
encouragement for dark days, or help to show that we all go through many of
the same feelings would be useful. This could then be placed in our local
files for other members to read. We agreed it is worth looking into. So
many questions Dec. 3rd began "Do any of you ever feel..?” or "Am I the only
one who sometimes thinks..?" and "What do you do when it seems as though..?".
Let's decide something definite on this in the January meeting. It has great
possibilities! -

#**¥From Verlaine's Vantage Point#*##

We have ingquired about bulk postal rates and found that we are not mailing
enough pieces each time to qualify for a permit. Sorry-we will have to con-
tinue using a portion of our local dues for stamps as planned,

#Tune into KTUC am radio for a bulletin on our January meeting. Also, watch

the newsletters for more information on our guest speaker for the February
evening meeting.

*We talked, via phone, to the producer at KUAT-TV regarding a program on
adoption, adoptees, adoptive parents, etc.. While the subject doesn't fit

the format for "Topics of Tucson," the producer expressed an interest for a y
special local program and will get back to us. Keep your fingers crossed. L
We can reach and educate many people through an opportunity like this. ¢
#*Ideas for publicity are always welcome. We are already thinking about and
planning for our next new membership meeting to be held late February/early
March. We are also interested in recording how YOU heard about ALMA so we

can plan future publicity. So if you have any suggestions, please call

Verlaine Gianas, 299-1261.

*Also, 1if you're feeling down and discouraged with your search, why not pick

up the phone and call a fellow ALMA member? It's a great boost to the morale

to have someone who knows how you're feeling without having to describe in
detail all your innermost thoughts. You'll find that you are not alone!

#*¥%*¥Barbara Gatewood has Soundex forms that have been returned from Emma

with some individual search hints for the following people: Jim Hanks,
Kathie Andree, Jim Wursthorn, Sue Cassarino, Jesus Lespron, and Carolvn

Wray. If you would like these forms before the next meeting call and arrange
a time to pick them up. (885-7445) Otherwise they will be available at
either of the January meetings.

Ly

¥*#Diane's Data***

On October 25, 1976, Barbara Gatewood spoke to Arizona Families for Child-

ren, an organized group of adoptive parents. Carolyn Ausborn, Verlaine

Gianas, Jane Tench, and myself attended as member representatives of ALMA. :
I think I am safe in saying we all viewed this event with trepidation and 3
apprehension. Of course we were excited at the prospect of getting adoptive i
parents' first hand reactions, but we also knew that quite possibly, we

would be facing some adversaries.
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33—
a natural parent or natural parents who desire to meet or
exchange information with their oFfs:)n..g who have
been aaopted The state department snall aiso maintai
2 file of requests of adopte d ersons who have express
their desire not to meet their natural pa ;ents or pare
and natural parents who hav\., expressed their desire no
to meu their offs*or-ng whe have been adooted. Th
uests shall be made on forms whose contents a
orescr,.bed by the Laae department. Such forms shall b
furnished by the state cdepartmeant upon recusst and th
state departmem rnay mak the forms available throu
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county clerks and licensed ad OD 10N "‘""C—.‘:Z“.C’GS

240.4. The state depar;"nom L.Aay only accept for filing

‘requests from adopted nersons 18 years of age or older

and from natural parents. T e state department or the

licensed adopuon agency wh ich rep ported to the court on
the adoo ion petition, or which was a party to or jeined

in the petition, may assist ezch verson filing a request in
carefully considering the implications of the reguest o

himself or herseif anc to the other p YSOIS c.f:ect ed,
including the adoo..mr' parents.

All requests accepted for filing by the state department
shall be kepton f file for 40 vears. All the information in the
filed requests shall be kept strictly confidential by the
state f’&par"ment Any person filing a w=*q=.zes’c ray update
information on the request or may withdraw the reguest

-and have it removed from the files at any time.

240.6. If the state denar':mem determmes that requests
have been received from both the adoptee and the
natural parents or parent of the adoptes, then it shail
make contact with the adceotee and the ;..atural parent or
parents by the means c.pprov\,d in the request, to verify
whether both or all parties desire a mesting, and shail

arrange a meeting if they do. If a request to meet has

been filed by a parent or offsoring and the other party has

filed a request not to meet, the ; party fling the request &
meet shall be informed that tnc other par ty does not
desire to meet. In meking inqguiries and arranging
meétings, the state department ‘shall exercise great care

e

to maintain the confidentialiy and orivacy of both th
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