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I MEETING NOTICES 

Our nex t  meeting w i l l  be Wednes'day, August 1 0 ,  7:3.OaP.M. a t - t h e  
Brentwood Community Centkr ,  2505 Brentwood Blvd. P l e a s e  no t e  h'ow- 
e v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  v r i . 1 1  be our  l a s t  meeting a t  t h i s  address, Our 
September meeting and a l l  of t h e  fo l lowing  meetings w i l l  be h e l d  
i n  t he  meeting room a t  Farm and Home, 1 1 0  West Lockwood i n  Webster 

. , Groves. You w i l l  be reminded o f  t h e  change and given d i r e c t i o n s  
: i n  nex t  months le t te r .  

COORDINATOR COMMENTS 

I ' m  happy t o  r e p o r t  good news i n  t h i s ,  o u r  f i r s t  n e w s l e t t e r  - 
F i r s t  of  a l l ,  ALMA f i l e d  i t f s  open r eco rds  s u i t  i n  t h e  U.  S. d i s -  

I t r i c t  c o u r t  i n  New York on May 2 3 ,  1 9 7 7 .  Hopefully t h i s  landmark 
I 
1 case w i l l  be f a v o r a b l e  t o  o u r  cause and r e s u l t  i n  a loosening of 

t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  now p r e s e n t  i n  ma,ny j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  Let 's 
a l l  wish good luck  t o  Florence  F i s h e r  and h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  o u r  home- 
s t a t e  ' o f  New York. I ' l l  keep you pos ted  as t o  curren-t  developments 
as t hey  occur .  Secondly,  w e  have made g ~ o d . p r o g r e s s  a t  t h e  S t .  Louis 
l e v e l .  Our c h a p t e r  has  g o t t e n  i t v s  wheels -in motion and have 
d r a f t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p l ans  t h a t  w i l l  s e r v e  our  group e f f i c i e n t l y  
i n  the  f u t u r e .  Committees have been appointed  and t h e  cha i rpe r sons  
are very e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  t h e  p rog re s s  t h a t  can be made, both 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  and i n d i v i d u a l l y .  The most impor tant  of t h e s e  
developments has  been i n  t h e  area of search and reunion workshops. 
Of cour se  w e  c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a t e  t h e  importance of a l l  ou r  committees, 
bu t  I'm s u r e  you are most i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s t r ides  w e  have t aken  
toward accomplishing o u r  b a s f c  g o a l s  o f  reunion between adoptees  
and n a t u r a l  parents.. .  I p l an  t o  nepo r t  i n  more detai,l t o  you a t  
t h e  nex t  meeting,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  area of  s p e c i f i c  workshop 
p l ans  f o r  t h e  immediate f u t u r e .  I ' l l  be looking  forward t o  s e e i n g  
you a t  t h e  next g e n e r a l  meeting when w e  can d i s c u s s  a l l  t h e  t o p i c s  

' t h a t  affect  us a l l  s o  v i t a l l y  ..... Denise Schroeder.  

WHAT I S  A WORKSHOP? 

A workshop i s  f o r  a l l  c u r r e n t l y  pa id  members who would l i k e  some 
h e l p  wi th  t h e i r  s e a r c h .  Workshop , .  A s , s i s t a n t s  are  t r a ined ;  t o  be able 
t o  h e l p  ot:hers. ALMA has  l o t s  o f  ideas which are f o r  t h e  u se  o f  

members and' have proven s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Bring a l l  t h e .  
i n fo rmat ion  you have about  y o u r s e l f  t o  t h e  nex t  meeting and 'you  
w i l l  be a b l e  t o  t a l k  t o  one of  t h e  a s s i s t a n t s .  Groups are formed 
and you would be amazed a t  how many members have t h e  same type  of  
problems as you are having.  Don't  be a f ra id  t o  ask  t h a t " s t u p i d n  
.ques t ion ,  w e  have a l l  asked them and t h a t  i s  t h e  .only way w e  can 
Learn. ,. . by , ,sharing.  

I . .  I 
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%. - Your membership dues are the only support ALMA has. We are a chartered 
non-profit group. Your yearly dues of $20-;00 entitle you to: 

ALMA HANDBOOK FOR THE SEARCH A guideline on how to search in any part 
of the United States. 

ALMA REGISTRY It puts your case on file (1) sex of child (2) date of 
b i r t h ,  ( 3  ) place of bfpth, ect . , This enables a matchup to be made 
b'e5ween the searching parties. 

. .  , 

THE ALMA SmRCH COMMITTEB Members that volunteer their aid and moral, 
support. to you :in y,our respective' searches. . . .  

. . .  
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PUBLIC.AT1ON IN THIS 

' .  i . . .  . 1 RAG.CONTACT BECKY 

SOAPBOX 

LEIGE. .PaO.  BOX 
117.45, CLAYTON, MO 
,63I.Os......... 

GLOSSARY I 
, 

A/K/A : also ;mown ' - 
as........ 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM: 
Trandlated means 
friend of the court; 
Person appointed by' 
the courts. to rep- 
resent a minor. in 
court proceedings ip 
order to protect t h b  
rights of a minor. 
Usually a lawyer. 

i 

This .column is reserved for those who wish to express their 1. :i 

comments. on any topic .pertinent.. to the. cause. Please submilt a l l  
letters to the ~ditor. t , ~ ,  Becky. Leigh.. P.O. Box 11745,. Clayton, Mo. 
63105.. . . . :  i . 

. SLAVES dANTED f' l l .Willing. . to . dedicate their , ' t a l e n t s  to the ? cause''.. 
If you can lift your limbs, and are willing to perform useful tasks, 
report forthw1t;h to your Army Recruiter..or to Denise Sohroeder or 
Becky Lelgh...P.O. Box 11745.. Clayton, No. 63105 



RESUSCITATION 

Def : " Revive, ressurect , rally (life 1 " 
Those of you who wish to share your most precious moments With fellow 
searchers, are encouraged to submit a brief manuscript relating your 
experience to the Editor (Becky Leigh) Five to fifteen lines, type- 
mitten will be appreciated. Happiness is only half realized until 
you share your Joy# 

THE. TRIANGLE 

The most familiar triangle is the triangle used on farms 
throughout America to call the family for meals, It is 

J perhaps coincidental that it is a broken triangle. In 
#p<, ,t 

our reasoning for this logo, we see the Adoptive Parents 
.*i' . '% 

y\. ,on the lower right angle, the adoptee on the top angle, 4' \ and the natural parents and courts on the lower left 
4- - - --- 

CI . --. . .. - . - * .  . 
angle. This is where the break occurs. It is our goal 
to eventually bring the triangle together, to weld the 
break. 

EDITOR ' S NOTES 
We hope to make The Triangle a really super newsletter, and with 

your help, I know we can do it. Much thanks to Denise and John 
Schroeder for their help in getting this newsletter out, We also 
hope to have a Poet" corner soon, so lets hear I t  from all you 
"sonneteers". Remember, we also need donations, money, services, 
equipment, ideas, paper, stencils, printing, typing, the list goes 
on and on. Please don't hesitate to ask people to donate to this 
tax deductible cause. See you next month...., 
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' our next meeting will be Wednesday, September 21, at.7:30 P.M. Please 
, 
note that we have a NEW ADDRESS. We will b e  rnee£.ingfroq now on at Farm 
and Home, 110 West Lockwood, in Webster Graves. We have'enclosed a map, that 
we hope will be of.help. Also please note that we'will be meeting on the 
THIRD Wednesday of t h e  month from now on. Hope to see you at the meeting? 

Y 

THANKS I 5 t 
'2 -I 

4 - 
We want to thank Susan (Sam) Howell for the artwork she did for our 

newsletter's Logo. It is super and really conveys the message..We all thank 
you Susan,.and feel lucky to have a friend.like you. 

WORKSHOP NOTICES: 

A 1 1  ALMA national members who wish to participate in the workshop a f t e r  
the regular monthly meeting should bring all their information regarding 
their adoption and, it's history, but please bring copies only of your 
documents, for they are much too precious to be carrying a ound. - i - 

SOAPBOX! t t t 

I n  the pas t  month, I have had t h e  pleasure of getting to know an 
Adoptee named Lee Ann, who is in the process of tracking down her natural 
mother. Lee Ann should be a lesson to all of us. She was adopted from the 
"WILLOWS", a home In Kansas C l t y ,  Mo. A place that has burned all it's records 
and closed it's doors in 1969. Lee Ann found a lot of answers from people 
who had, previously ~iven h e r  NOTHING. When she asked why they were giving her 
informaeion now, the man'told her it was because she was so PERSISTANTIItt 
Need .I say More? Start writing your Missouri Senators. I will publish a list 
of their names and addresses in next months 1.e t ter .  Meanwhile write to our U.S. 
Serzators 9 . 

Senut or John Dnnf orth Senator Thomas Eagleton 
S e n n t s  O f f  ice Buildlng Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 2051.0 

. I  - 9/& Washington, DOC. 20510 



.. 

You can a l s o  write t o  P r e s i d e n t  Carter: .. 
.. 

Pres. Jimmy Carter - " People o . 
P.O. BOX 2600 . - 
Wash,ington, D.C. 

Jack Anderson 
Nat iona l  S u s e e s t i o n  Box 
P.0. Box 2009 
Washington, D.C. eJ 

TELL THEM HOW YOU FEEL AEOUT THE SEALED RECORDS L f i W S t I ! ! t ! ! !  f I t t  

**************************+*** 

POET ' S CORNER : 

. A CIRCLE INCOIqPLETE MIRROR IMAGE - . - 
A chi'ld who lrnows no t  of What w i l l  she look  l i k e ?  
h imse l f ,  o r  of h i s  beginnings What w i l l  s he  be? 
is l i k e  a c i r c l e  t h a t  i s  incomplete.  W i l l  she  l o v e  me o r  h a t e  me 
For 5-12. t h e  r i n g  vrhose ends do not o r  j u s t  l e t  me be. 
meet, l i e s  a s p c e  t h a t  l e a v e s  . I.. . 
t h a t  c i r c l e  h a l f  and incompl.ete. . ~omorrbw 1'11 meet he r  
The  void which l i e s  between And then  I w i l l .  know 
t h e  uncor~~ple ted  r i n g  i s  f i l l - e d  w i th  .. t h e  ansmrs ' t o  q u e s t i o n s  
f e e l i n g s  and i n h i b i t i o n s  t h a t  have From s o  l o n g  ago. 
grown, and. a r e  very  d.eep. Yet t h e .  
answers that a re  sought arc never 

I S h e ' l l  be h e r e  i n  a minute 
g iven,  and remain fo rever  seal&. My heart starts  t o  race. 
So, l i k e  t.he chklcl. who lqnotrs What w i l l  I s e e  
n o t  h i m s e l . f ,  t h e  c i r c l e  w i l l  remain Wh'erl I look st h e r  face? 
incomplete ,  u n t i l  t h e  ends of t h e  r i n g  
a r e  f r e e  t o  jo in  and. make When she came .through t h e  door 
the r i n g  at last  comwlete. - J u s t  imagine my glee, 

. . T h i s  s t r a n g e r ,  my mother 
. Lee Ann Wehner Looks e x a c t l y  11.1re me. . . 

- 
, 

Mary Ann Spehr 

*~ .# . )C .# . . l i tC i f .JC* .1 f .~++ .# .#*3 t * [ . f3 t .~ .K~ .# .# -3 t+ f .31#2( .~ .K#~ .1CJC.# .K4k  . f 
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GJJOSSARY z 

" PUBLI CAT1 ON" - "The  p b l s n  of a l e g a l  n o t i c e  i n  a g e n e r a l  
c i r c u l a t i o n  newspaper (usnall:y t h e  ~a3. ly Record i n  t he  

+ c i t y  of S t .  Louis ,  nr.d The Countian i f  i n  t h e  county)  
The purpose of' publ . icat ion i s  t o  give 130t;ice t o  
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  of t h e  cour t  p reeceed ings ,  where in  
t h e i r  l e g a l  r l g h t ; s  m y :  be a f f ec t ed . .  IT 

MANTED: 
I 

- Male Cherokee,  ago  npprox.  6 5 ,  5' 11" , blnc l r  h e i r ,  hrovrn e y e s ,  h:gh 
school. ~ r a i i  . I 1.1nve hcr311 ncqua1.nt;ed. w l  t;h nly mothc~:  j . 1  Ju1.y 3.935, 
pro5abl.y i n .  f)kl.:lV~c~n~a. An.:] ~ 1 . 1 :  1 I I;horc~u~.~;h:l.~~ c:hec3;.t::d. C G ~  
v a l i d l .  t y  . Your 11~1nghtc:r. 



LETTERS TO THE - EDITOR: 

" We a r e  the pa ren t s  of two adopted c h i l d r e n ,  a sowand  a daughter .  It was 
love at; f i rs t  s i g h t ; ? - A  love  t h a t  has grown over t h e  years .  We wouLd.never 

! fee.1 threatened if our chil.dren decid,&d t o  search ,  because we f e e l  t h a t  w e  
w i l l  a l w a y s  have t h e  heau t t f ' u l  memories, and norv our  b e a u t i f u l   rand- 
c h i l d r e n .  I wrote our daugh te r . abou t  ALEIA, b u t  as y e t  she hasn't asked any 
more about  h e r  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s .  I a m  writing h e r  a g a i n ,  and  feel .  more 
f r e e  to t e l l  her &bout t h e  proRress of our  group and how i t  i s  ~ r o w l n g .  She 
has s i n c e  t o l d  our l i t t l e  t h a t  I am n o t  h e r  r e a l  &-andma, 
hecause her  monlmy was a d o p t e d ,  and t hen  our  granddaughter  put  h e r  l i t t l e  
arms aYouz~d my neck and said., " I love  you grandma ". I,am s o  g:l.ad she . 
knows, 2nd I t h i n k  t h z t  the l i t t l e  boy w i l l  f e e l  t h e  same way. I would 
l i k e  t o  5.nv'ite all. adop t ive  p a r e n t s  t o  come t o  t h e s e  meetings j u s t  t o  hear 
t h e  s t o r i e s  t h e  ndoptees tell of t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  and t o  share t h e  
reunions  t h e y  have with t h e i r  mothers and sometimes t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  and t o  
s e e  t h e  peace and joy i n  t h e i y  l i v e s  i s  s o  b e a u t i f u l ,  Everytime our  
c h i l d r e n  ce lebra ted  ,z b i r t h d a y ,  g radua t ion ,  o r  marriage, i n  my mind, I 
vrlshed t h s t  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  pal-ents could be t h e r e  for t h e  happy occasZon. I 
fee1  in time t h e  laws w i 1 . 1  be, chanced. to a 1 1 . o ~ ~  t h e  ad.optees t o  f i n d  out. t h e 1  
nat .ur@I pa ren t s  not only f o r  medical r e a s o n s ,  but  t h e  r i g h t  to know. 
who t;l..~ei.k' ir~ot,he%s azid f a t h e r s  a re ,  nnfi why t h e y  were given up  for ad.option. 
N d  are g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e s e  h a r d ~ ~ o r k i n g  A l M A  members, and  hope t o  h e l p  a l l  we 
can,  because they  have h e l p a d  u s  s o  much t o  see how t h 6  adoptees  f e e l ,  j u s t  
as t h e y  c3.n see how we f e e l .  . . I( 

Two G r a t e f u l  Adoptive F a r e n t s  
@ . T. . 

. . , . 

R QUOTE OF ELIZABETii COLE OF THE CHILD WELFARE IjFAGUE TQ THE SENATE 
kTJOFT:T:ON HEARINGS.. " H I  kDOPTX:OI\r 'I'RIA.NGLE T E N  IS COMPOSED OF 
BIOLOGICAL PAH1:(:NTS, RDOF'lPIVE PllRElilTS , AND L,GENCIES. " . . . liNYONJ3 1~1SSSZNCr7 

LOST AKD FOUND 

I' WHO ~~?ould_ have thought 1;hcit Sr? tl?~?ee sh01:i; months  'I: v?ould be ab le  to 
meet someone I have v~on.derecl. a b o u t .  Someone vtho~n I never rememberec3. but Icnerv 
a1.I my .'lift, my mot.kicr. I attenfled a n  P..I,lJiA m e e t i n g  that; month and a social 
v~orlcer 1w.s the  speaker  t h a t  nifi;).~t. e spolce al-!ortl.y a f t e r  t h e  e n  and she 
said. t o  cn1.1. h e r  t h e  next d.ay. I d . i d .  She sa1.d t h z t  s h e  v;ou.ld. t r y - t o  1 .  She 
c a l l e d  me a few days later a11(9 sa3.d %'OY me t o  come in anrl she woul.d d i s c ~ x ~ ; ~  rily 
case.  T1-1a.t was the .rla.:j that I was 26 : i s  o l d .  For  the f i r s t  t 1 . 1 ~ 9  i n  my Life 
1: knew somethI.rl~r, o t h e r  t h a n  s t ; o r l e s ,  I: 3rnew f i e  T h e  n e x t  s t e p  was t o  1.0cate 

rn , ... 2.. ~ i ! y  ~dopt;Zcsn r v;J~I .c~I  1 vias r'l.b3.(';. to rio, ~.lrt:re xas .LRZ 3.r,fort-r;-1:.ntii-,n l .c>t-~p; 
s o u ~ h t ,  n r  r e a l  name anCj t l~3 . t  of my m t h  I diLCi.11~1; do a n y t ? ~ i n q  ~ i i t j . 7 .  1 . n . t ~ ~  
t h a t :  1 .  I ca1l.ed two of t h e  names l i s t e d  in I d i y c + c t o r y ,  ~ g i l  sa . ld .  who I: 
was scelc3.17ij. I i n fo rma . t i o~?  ??arlned ,. o u t ,  s h e  I .  1.n P v ~ 1 l e  i l i i s s c ~ u r i ,  s o  
ncaI .* 'yet  so  far  a .  Sul~rfnjr €it. 12:3O P.M. 1: c .  k c  number zl?d spolce t o  
I2  er F; on , my ha.1.f b r w t h e r ,  n n d  at 2 :  3 0  I spoke to my mottser. Ouc. rct:un1.on \v\ras 
t e n s e  f o r  me, bv.t exciLti.rlg f 07.- hot \?  of' i s .  e I'oui~d I our 11 .v~ :~  Ivere 
d l . f fe rc?nt ,  but  a1S.1tea She W E I S  a s1nn11. tovrn  ~ 1 . ~ 1  who .rwn1;ed t o  I1.ve i n  t h e  
c l t y ,  and I was a c l t y  i who wanted t o  live .In n s m s i l . 1  town. I can  s a y  
h o n e s t l y ,  v h t h e  love  I .  have f o r  I ,  I d o n t  .1; r e  my I . i f e ,  b ~ t  t h e n  
e v e  o n l y  j u s t  b c ~ n n .  

Shel.~p;kl r r n y h ~ w  

I .  nOt;e: \ ~ ~ ' ~ c o I J . X ' ~ ~ . K C ?  OIAY.' . . t ; ~  >;I-IHT::\ t ; .  r.c?i.11?1.0n:.: 1v1.th 12:: 
4 :  14ro1.1ld fi~~l..c;o nppl-c!cI ::Ce cont;s!.\x~tlon:? 1 '  any of our  
ot;11er coI,urnr~s . 1 :  s u n  t tc:~ : 
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