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Starting December 13, 1981, all regular AIMA meetings will be held
at The Sierra School uafbtPPWa, 2791 24th S+treedt (corner of 2lLth

St., and Lth Ave. Y, cn the 2nd sunday of each month from 1:00 FM to
Ls0On P,
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DIRCCTIONS TO MEETING:

FROM THE NORTH (I-30, Hwy.99) Take the P _Street exit, stay on
20th St. (parallels freeway) which later becomes W St., turn left
(south) on 2&th St. to 2791 24th St, (abocut 7 blocks).

FROM THE EAST (Hwy. 50) Take the 26th Street exit, turn left
(scuth) on 24th S$t. to 2791 24th 5t. (about 7 tlocks).

FROM THE WEST (I-80) Take the 15th 3treet exit, stay on X St.
{parallels 1reeway), turn rignt (south) on ?N*n_ﬁz. to 2791 24+tn
S*%. (about 6 blocks).

FROM THE SOUTH (Hwy. 99) Take the 12th Avenue exit, after exit-

ting the Ifreeway turn 1oft (a~ coing cver freeway) turn rizhzt i

(north) on 24th ST, to 2791 lth S5t. (about 3/4 mile). %
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RAP SESSICONS will be cancelled until further notice.
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NEW MEETING PLACE

I am very happy we are able to use the Sierra School for our meet-
ings., It is a real nice room and has lots of room. We looked for a
long time to try to find a big enough place but could not. The only
drawback is that it will cost us $20.00 per meeting. Donations will
be needed every month to pay for this.

If you could afford to sponsor a mecting we would be glad to send
you a receipt. Remember all donations to ALMA are tax deductible.
Please make checks payable to Helen Weaver, our Treasurer, and

mail to our FP. 0. Box.

The dues that you pay are used to cover the expenses office in

New York, The Registry, phone bills, postage, copying, Newsletters,
and the list of expenses goes on and on,

If i1t we're not for all our wonder volunteers here in cur Chapter
a lot of people would never have found. Most of our volunteers
spend hours of their time, besides coming to the meetings. I know
if we all try hard everything will be fine,

DECEMBER VEETING

flal Aigner, Journalist, is an adoptee and author of FAINT TRAILS
and soon to be published MIXED BLESSINGS. Hal searched and found

his brother. He will give a short talk and then answer any questions
you may have,

CHRISTIMAS POT LUCK

Following our meeting, Dec. 13, we will have ocur annual Christmas
Pot Luck., It will bte held after the meeting at 5 FM. Helen Weaver
will orgenize the dishes, please call her at 391-7710, if you plan
to attend. Everycne 1is welcome. There will be no place to heat
anything. There are NO REFRIGERATORS AVAILABLE so please bring
your ice chest to keep the food cold.

BRING YOUR OWN SILVERWARE AND PAPER PLATES !!

Call Helen VWeaver, at 391-7710 after 5 Fil.

Search Tip

Protect your SOURCES:!!! Don't get carried away by the JOY OF TINDING
and announce your strategy. We want ‘to LEAVE ALL DOCKS OFEN for the
next searcher,

LOST BUT FOUND DEFPARTMENT, NOTE

1

Since our first meeting in February 1978, Sacramento ALMA has had a
large number of finds. Is yours one of them? We would like to print
your story, whether 1it's happy, sad, or in-between. We have never met
anyone yet who is not glad he searched, no matter the outcome.

If you have already mailed your I Found form in to us, perhaps it
is one of the stories you will see in the next issue of The Almansac.
If we don't have your story, please £fill out the I Found form or
write your own, noit-too-long-please, story and send it to us.

Thanks, IMillie Bishop“
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~LOST AND FOUND DEPARTIENT

With $12.35 and one suitcase, LOIS TODD left Indiana in 19681, hitch-~
hiking to California. Iive vears before, her world started to
crurble when her husband was tragically injured in a devistating
truck accident. Later what Lois believed was tewnorary foster care
for her three young sons while she was in the hoesnitel for nmajor
surgery, turned into a hellish nicghtmare of permanent separation

for them,

In 1974, she 10lned ALMA, located her oldest son, Dave, a Purcdua
graduate. Raised in foatuh horaes, bitter about not heing adovted,
Dave said he had never called anvone Mother; was not qgoing te start
now. TFor five vears, the phone calls and lethers were natiently
instigated by Lois. Then in 1980, she was shocked to roceive a funny,
loving Mother's Day card from Dadﬁ.

Lols started scarching for her second sen, Pruce in March 1275 and
FOUMD February 1979 in Cosport, IM. The phona call upset Bruce, as
his parents had told him his birth nmarents were dead., Curicus, he
asked Loisz what he could have searched feor? "TRUTH." Nine ronths
lateyr, Bruce phoned Lois,

Lois started searchina for her voungest son, Mark in May 1977 and-
FOUND February 1279 at Carp Pendleton, Ch, Mark had planned to search
for Lois as soon as his digcharge from the Marines, fThe firat »hone
call, a recorded classic, was -.as 1if they had alwers known each other,
"Thouoh Mark was ready to adont Aois, she reminded Yim his first
loyalty was to his vorents, Mari's flrst visit followed bv neveral
others, cares shortly after the ??ouﬂ call, On a cold, reinv ooraing
at the hbus depot, Lois thought her 6 fooco, 200 nound habhv was a
beautiful sight.

In Avxril 1981, Lois wet RBruce, her 24 vear cld son in Crawfordsville,
IN. When Bruce arrived at the motel, Lois thouoght it was goinag o bhe

a short visit, hut they spent the entire day together, discovering

they had ruch in comtron: RBoth wear watches vith the faces dcoun; both
use roney <lins; neldther carry wallets; both hold theilr heacds the

sarme way when tired; noth have ESP. Althoudah thev bounced along 70
miles in Uruce's 'ic‘r:'.‘g_.". with no shocks, Lois Jid enicy the dar. Sho
finallv et Eruce's heautiful adeptive grendrmother or: her 75tn birthday,

Lois' oldest son Dave had pgronizced to drive don to reet her in Iw&icna,
but when he reached Chicaco and was within one hundred riles, he couvld

‘not handle it psy 1olov1cullf, turned arcund, drove hach te linnearolis.,

But seven years after Lois locataed Dave in Moverher 1974, he finally
called her for the first tine, August 26, 1981, four davs aftecr his 26th
birthday. NDave plans to snend this fhanbr~3v1ng with Lols,

Its been a long tinre,

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * % * * *




MARGARET PLARSOMN of Maxwell has more than the usual ferver of a
searching adoptee, but she is not adopted. She is the daughter of
Roy CGraham, who was adonted through Native Sons and Daughters. He
was born November 10, 1924 in FPrench Ilospital, San Francisco. When
Margaret read an artche ahout ALMA, she startaed thinking about
aoarchlng for her arandmother, but tucked the article away in a
drawer for 7 vears. TFinally, the momentum started to roll and she dug ;
into a consuming search which would have caused rany adoptees to quit ‘
with what secered to he dead ends. During the vears, Margaret's areat-
grandrother's nare had changoed three times; her grandmother's name had
changed four times, even including Emith. Undavnted, Margaret travelled

dua, phoned, phoned and phonzd., (Please don't rention rhone bills to
Margaret's hushand,) Margarct stevped un her travels, phone calls and
di.gging until on Sowtomwer 4, a vear and a half after joining ALJR she
was at last tallting on the rhene to her thrilled grandrmother. Marocaret

ancd her father Rov met his mother at hexr hore in San Francisco on hex
74th birthday Septenber 16th. Although her father is more like his
crendrethey, Harcaret and her grandirothcr share an interest in archeo-
logj and hoth have e.s.p. Margaret and herx father have alsc ot his two
nieces, younger sister and have talked to his older sister, whom thev
will meet soon. Margaret's advice? HNever, hever give up your search.
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MILLY DaVALLT of Lodi, born in Minnearolis June 12, 1947 , was vhen tv
vears old, separated from hexy mother She was raised by her father's
faunily, Tairty-two years later, Wllly joined ALMA at the Julwv reeting
and TOULD her rother Marcaret Hallouist in a rhone call to !idinneanolis
the next day. At first lly spoke with an aunt, vho called Marcgaret
to the phone: "tiilly, is thet vou? ITfve been waiting all ry life for
his dav.” TFour days later, Millv flew to Minnearolis, wearinc a
vellos ribhen and a siogn saying "I am Milly," was greeted by a huge
"Jelcome Hore Milly" banner and a tearful wother., Defeore she fownd her
mother, "I was onrepared for redection," !Mlly adritted, "I was prepered
for the worst, "other sazld she never wanted to 1ntcr¢u.0 in ny life hut
she alwavs harbered a secret hope that I would find her." Jow Alid it
feel to mect her dauchter? "Yonderful," Marcarat “lCJeﬂ, "that's the
onlv wavy I can sav it without cryinc." Remerhered “Millv, "The harcdest
part of all was the calling. We cried cver the vhone, we cried at the
airport, bvt never shed another tear.”
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MARLEWE BRUND joined ALMA in April. "I first found my father's sistar
in Oklahora bhut I was too late for mv father. fle had died of cancer a
veay ancd a half hefore. I flew to Ollahoma to my father's sister's
house, where I saw the first ricture of ry rother, at last soreonc who
looked lilke re. I couvld not wait to ¢got bhack to Pallfozhmn te resure
wer secarch. I found r7r mether, Candvy, Avgust 3, 1981 and flew to
Washinagton to reet her. I ret ry full sister Anael, rv adented sister
and brother, aunts, uncles, cousins., It was all foo consuming, Candy
and Angel visited us and I hroucght Candy to the Sewnterher ALMA rmaeting.,
Candy and hor hurband —lan to swend Christras with us.  Thanlk you ALDFA
for raling ny dreams a reality.”
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INTERMBDTARY
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Definition: Go between who acts for one person to another. |

I feel it's time 1o speak out on the subject of the inteimediary.
When an adult adoptee or birth parent of an adult adopiee begins

a search, 1t is a big step in their lives. Also, a very exiting one
and can give a person a great sense of acoomp]Jsthut

The search process can take weeks, months, even yvears. more and
more states are using the intermediary system. Whan a searcher
makes dnguiries sbout his bacexsround the letter is turned over to
an agency, thnv will, Tor a large Tee, conduct your search for you,

This 1g diserimination ag nst those who can noet affoird the fees.
Tiiere Just cul in the ld
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some thing as pgggiﬁq; “g your fivst contact chould not he handled
Ly anyone ovut YUl Cfven the first contact is a surprise to the
person called. That you can not change, regardless of who calls,
Most people calied resent thelr personal lives being handled by

& tf}lll lj. :’b’c-l L'J % |

Most of +he Tirst personal phone calls are beautifuvl and precious.
That could be lost if the initiml conteact had been made by &
ﬂiﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁr net the persons own flesn and blood. Some people have o

work dillgently and carefully over a period of wbuhu, mOﬁuh S, even
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years., ﬁﬁmﬁiiliamﬁiﬁiﬁmﬂﬁﬁ_iﬁmihﬁﬁv

If an adopitlve parent ware called might say,"ny son or daughter 5
ig not ready for <hiz", nevel as the adoptee his feellnguﬁ | ;
Althoush Thelr son or ﬁ&U%DT?I 1g an aduli, tre pzrent may not 5
even Jlet him oxr her know of the conu&cﬁ, Sometiwes an adopilce

vill tell vs that {thelr adoptive parents were called by a birth
parent yvesrs hefore, buv the adoptece was never told.
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AJLDMA. Volunteors take great care in advising the searcher in
making the contazcet in the test possible manner. Above all, the
voluntcer emphasizes 11 Ye made in the most discrest and private
WAy pos 53h¢c, L feel +this contact should be between the two people
involved in the relationship.

Carol. MeDowell
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We wviould like %o take this opportunity to thank all of you that parti-
cipated in She ne WEDEDEY crive zach month but we lost our chairpersons,
vie speclally like to thank Frances and raul Carr, our pasl chalrpersons,
for the very good job they did. We would appreciate, very much, if
somebody would piease come forward to f£ill the vacancy, as 1t did
help defray our euncnse:

Again, DO KOT RRIWNG YOUR LLD NEWSPAPSRS UDNTIL FURTHER LOTICKE.

—— i Ay, Ay - o o -  SBau A ity - —— v o - v e hemannd

JLL ‘.-IF.I'“ D.:;IVJJ

Baad © Ebuy e s -8 Sl & ———

We are still collecting aluminum cong, tin foil, etce.. FPlease make an
effort to tring yours in a3 1t does help

(5)













	00941.tif
	00942.tif
	00943.tif
	00944.tif
	00945.tif
	00946.tif
	00947.tif
	00948.tif

