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ALMA GOES INTO THE COURTS

It's a Joy to start the first issue of ADOPTEE'S WORLD with the announce-

ment that on May 23rd, Florence Fisher, founder of ALNA, walked gquietly

into a United States Federal District Court and filed ALMA's Class Action

Suit which challenges the constitutionality of the sealed records law ’
on the basis of the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment.

Since 1971, Flaher traveled tirelessly across the country challenging
traditional adoption practices and morals. She shocked and angered the
large majority, but touched the wellspring in eavery adoptee's heart.

Her drive brought together an organization of 10,000 dedicated searchers
and culminated in the present class action sult.

Adoptees: Talk to your frlends in your schools, collezes, churches,
temples, and community organizations, Tell them about our class action
suit and that we can provide a speaker for their events, Write open let-
ters to newspapers, magazines, television and radic stations. Call in on
talk shows, Bring your friends and neighbors to our monthly meetings.

For adoptive parents, it's painful to deal with the unreality of
myths. guch as: "If you're a good parent, your child will never want to
know." Every person wants to know thelr roota. Adoptive parents feel
lonely and hurt when they break thelr ties with their adorted daughter or
son. By supporting thelr gsearch they would cement a bond of devotion and
trust that no one could replace, Our adoptive parents! rap sessions pro-
vide genuline support and honest information to help parents get involved
instead of alienated. _ .

Adopteen are prepared to fight discriminatory laws to gain access to
their roots. Their natural parents hold the key. Only they can provide
the answers to thes adoptees! questions about their true heritage., All
natural parents will find a welcome at our meetings and rap sessions.

We can turn the adoption triangle into a circle of caring and
friendship.

€nd OF The RAIRBOW AN

i "I SAW MY NOSE ON SOMEBODY ELSE'S
o ) ' FACE" JIM SUTHERLAND, SAN FRANCISCO
5 H On April 20th, I mailed 18 letters i
to families on the East coast with v
the same last name as my natural
& mother's, The most I expected was
: : a lead ag to my mother's whereabouts
- after 34 years., 4 days later I re-
b / ceived a letter which began: "Dear
°f . ; G Jim, I am your natural mother." For
f the first time in my 1life I feel

Sarah Howe
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there 18 a place where I belong, I

N gaw a picture of my grandfather. He
locks like me,,..l 8aw my nose on

Q§b somebody else's face. Thoush Fanny

is8 not the mother that raised me, we

Q§§b developed & very rewarding relation-

ghip. Neither one of us was afrald,

rot I of what I would find, nor she

of facing up to her past. Cver and

over she's told me she's glad that ﬁ
? I searched, that she never forgot. i
I alsc found a wonderful brother

and sister, and my father."
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"SHE WAS NOT SELF-PITYING...A QUALITY I LIKE" KAREN MASCN, CONCORD

“I Joined ALMA in December 1975. My adoptive mother was not threat-
ened by my desire to search., I trlied to find my natural parents when
I was 18, 21, and 27, and never got anywhere with Children's Aid Soclety.
On my birthday in PFebruary, 1975, I was dlagnosed as having Hodgkin's
disease which was treated and 18 now in remission. This intensified
ny desire to find my natural parents and learn their medical history.

I learned that my mother, age 17 and unmarried, had spent the last
five months of her pregnancy in a hospital paralyzed with pollo from the
walgt down. She had 10 brothers and sisters. I spent a day at the phone
company copying down names and addregses, On Good Friday 1976, I found
my mother's address in New York Clty. I called her immediately. She
always hoped that I would rfind her. After all these years she still had
my baby plctures my foster parents had given her. She never married or
had other children. She 1s still paralyzed but can get around on crutches,

- In May 1977, I brought her to California. She is tiny, very honest,
interested Ain new things, and not self-pitying. These are qualities I
like in nmyself and even though we were brought up in entirely different
circumstances, I feel these traits must be inherited. We had a great two
weeks together. EKnowing my background for myself and my children, I feel
complete and able to get on with my life.'

"NOW EVERYONE IS RBACK TOGETHER AGAIN" CHERYL WOLGEMUTH, SAN JOSE

“In October 1976, I jolned ALMA in the hopes of finding my natural
parents, By December, 1 had found my aunt and learned the names of my
natural parents, a2 brother and a sgsister., By January 9th, I had found
them all, Two weeks later, I flew to Los Angeles for our reunion.

It was a beautiful experience for me and our reunion couldn't have
been better. My natural famlly had not been cloge for the past five
years, but since we all got together at the reunion as a family, now
everyone 1s back together again. It sure 18 nice to say I have a sls-

~ter and a brother, and mother and father who I look like. I know now
"I am someone with a true family background.’
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"1 ALWAYS WANTED TO BELONG TO A BIG FAMILY" JEAN NIXONM, SAN LORENZO

"I wag edopted by an elderly-couple and raised as an only child.
I always wanted to belong to a blg famlly. Less than two months after
I jolned ALMA in October, 1976, I made my first contact and things really
gtarted popping. Imagine my surprise that I really came from a big
femily of four sisters and three brothers. My mother 1s 86 years old,
and in a convalescent hospital. My father had died when I was 4 years
old, We had been very poor and I wags the only chilld given up for adop-

tion,

. It is something to be part of a big famlily. There are hundreds
of cousins, nieces, and nephews., I am looking forward to meeting them
all in the future. I am no longer lonely. They have all accepted me
ag their lost sister from the past.

wIT MADE ALL OUR LIVES RICHER" RICHARD CADY, SAN FRANCISCO

"I found my older &lster Suzzanne in indiana. As I got off the
train a woman ran across the platform and embraced me...lt was my blg
gis Suzzy. We had a grand reunion. Suzzy and her husband Homer took
me all over town and introduced me to everyone. Their Pastor, their
butcher, and all of Homer's family., Homer is one of 14 children, You
can imagine the size of that family. Next came the twins, Nancy and
Bob 4in Ohio. Nancy was happy to hear from me, but I learned that my

older brother EBob had been killed in an auto accident,
Contrary to what the social workers tell you, both my slsters were

absolutely delighted to have been reunited with thelr younger brother,
It in no way disTupted thelr lives. Instead it made all our lives

richer.,"
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"HERITAGE DENIEDY

As I sat watching the news last night, I began to slowly burn. They
were reportling on a large group of German people holding a geneology
meeting to try and find theilr Russian herlitage. They stated how these
people are desperately trying to learn thelr roots. I toc would dearly
love to find my true roots, btut the laws of today deny me (and at least
five milliocn others like me) this privilega, I am an adopted adult.
Many adoptees have gone to thelr graves craving kncwledge of thelr heri-
tage. I belleve that I'm equal as the next person but being an adoptee,
I feel like I have been raped of the privilege of knowlirg my true roots,
something everyone else takes for granted.

I love my adoptive parents and that love will never change. I
have children and I have enough love in my heart for each of them, Jjust
ags I do for two sets of parenta. I will do everything I can to try and
change the gealed records law and if we can't change them, I'll find a
way to get around them,

I recently jclined an orzanlzatlon called the Adoptees Lliberty Movew
Ment Agsoclation and learned there were 25,000 people in this organizaw
tion that are searching Just like me. I'm no longer alone in this fight
to claim my roots.

Carol Portnoy, Eayward
(reprint from the Eayward Daily Review)

"The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance
of those whom they oppress..." Frederick Douglas, 1857

SESHTSS?

WTHOU SEALT NOTW

I'm an adoptive mother and I disagree strongly with the practice
of sealed records. A forbldden aura has hung over this subject and
adopteeg have felt gullty for even belng curious, and most adoptive
parents have felt threatened by this curlosity. My feelings are, no
one owns any kids regardless of blrth or adoption. I want a new law
that says: Thou shalt not deny ANYONE over 18 information about his
heritage. This data 1s the bilrthright of every human teing and NO
person or agency has the moral right to take it away from him.

My husband and I are ensuring that our precious adopted daughter
will have this right when she turns 18. We are gathering the necegsary
data of her heritage and placing 1t in a safety deposit box for her._&
What a relief to know that it's there for her; even If something
should happen to us, she'll know we wanted her to have 1t and cared
encugh to make 1t avallable to her,

I# she chooses to meet her birthparents, cur heartfelt wish 1ls
that each will joyously reunite with her and be a part of her life frcm
then on. Either way, we'll be behind her, loving her and wanting her to
develop herself to her fullest. To do that her God-given right can't
be denied. To become all she can be she must have freedom of cholce in
this matter.

Time and again, others have told me that I am her resal mother but
the woman who grew within her the life of this child 1s also her mother,
I ¥now instinctively there will always be a tlie between them that I den't
share, I say: "Blest be the tie that binds." It 1s truly a sacred vond
and every adoptee must have fhelr cholee to pursue that btond 1f they 30

wish. Dontt deny the tile.

Moily Ann Greene, 3an Franc.sco

Ahcut Molly Arm Greere: She nas teen nominated as ore cf the
outstanding women in America in 1977. She was the first adortive
rarent to }oin ALMA, and addressed our 1974 cenference on "The Rlghs
*o Xnow." formerly an alementary schocl teacher, she currencly
ziwas a course on "Effective Farsnting™, Melly Ann will lead rav
sessions for adoptive parents starting in July. (2ee Calendar)
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PPHE RESULT IS SO REWARDING® RUTH DUSENEERRY, FREMONT

“I first joined ALMA on Memorial Day weekerd in 1976. Emma Vilardi

and her hustand were such a tremendoug help in our search for my son
and daughter. From a phone booth, which I am sure was the hottest and
the windiest ccrner in Anaheim, I heard my son's voice for the first
time in twenty-seven years. I said, "George, this is your mother.” He
hagsitated s moment and sald,"I have two questions to ask you. What 1is
my sister's name and what is her birthday?" Of course, I knew the
Tight answers, EHe said, "You are my mother!"

When we drove up to his home, there standing on the lawn was this
huge handsome young man with my grandson ln his arms. The next after-~
noon we spent at my daughter's home, All of us spent the happlest
Christmag we had ever known together. I have four grandsons, and they
are looking forward to spending vacation with unus and meetlng all the

relatives they dldn't know they had., My advice to all of you, don't give
up your search., The result 1s so rewarding it would stagger your inagine

ation in finding the ones you love) .
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I see your face as I look at my reflection in the waters of the past,

Your hands are mine as I look at every fold and wrinkle of textured skin,

My face as it 1s mellowed by the sun and wind 1s shaped by you.
My eyes look deep into past images trying to form your face,
You are the woman who formed my Soul.

Phillip A. Lindberg, Z1 Cerrito
"TEE LAWS WILL NOT CHANGE TSEMSELVESH

It we s8it in.s corner and feel
sorry for ourselves, we will
accomplish nothing. The laws -
will not change themselves.
Every ninute we neglect to folw

low through, scmeone xay have 2
died who had a plece of useful ;
information, It's important V2
that we share ideas with which 2 v
we've had success, jE?E;Zgg
Itts not for our own good that § & o5 & Eh

we are being kept in the dark

¥ 9N S
about our origins., Untll we TITARY % ‘;‘l..hL om——
take what is rightfully ours EERRA A7 % 1EEEl
as adults, we'll be treated SE530 t\\ U ,?2\"?-_:_2.‘:‘55:
llke children. EEEEIEAN ﬁw\ggggggggg;
Zvery person who 1s reunited i§§§§§ %\ a\@?ﬂ«% R
with his or her ratural fam- ! "‘wﬁgiﬂ‘f g%ﬁ?”“
11y...every perscn who breaXs , N r7r—-é§1
the chains...is a victory for NI 2 A
all of us. - e L 7
I sometimes indulge 1in a lit- 3ETAR TEE CEAINS

tle fantasy that all those
persons whc are Zeeping our
records from us should one
day be in a pvarticular slitua-  (drawing by Sue Zzakiel)

tion where they need thelr own :
»ecords, and when they zo to Tind them, discover that they nave bgen
sealed, and can only te opened ty the order of a judge, and unfceriu-
rately, all the judzes Just happen to be out of town, fer an e2xtended .

pertecd of time and aren't expected btack fer 10 years. . .
Sue Zzekiel, Caklanrd

TINEI™, Ye nave a new member whe agsks everyone she zeet3 every cay to
dorata cne dollar for the ALMA Class Actlon Sult,
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TEE ALMA SOCIETY .

The annual contribution to ALMA is 320.00. This entitles you to:
a listing in our nationwide Reglistry which can result in a matche
up, a search plan with instructions for rilling ocut form letters
to obtain maximum information from private and state agencies, v
procedures for using legal forms regarding freedom of informa-
tion and challenges to accegss restrictions, input to the "buddy"
system which operates throughout the country to secure informae-
tlon from different geograrhic locations, ongoling follow-up on -~
your case, and in the BEay Area, free counselling to heélp work
out sensitive family problems during the search-reunion period.

"THERE IS A VERY SFECIAL PLACE IN HER EEARTS

I am a natural mother searching for my twin sons born on Febh.8, 1954,
Since joining ALMA in 1975, I've attended every meeting I could. I
would like to say to all adoptees searching for their natural mother
that you have not had one birthday that you were not on her mind., Ead
She been the woman then that she 1s today, she would have died before
giving you up. There 1ls a special place in her heart that she has
carried for you.

Inez Bobbitt, Cakland

things of mterest
SEARCH SPOTS: The Eaines Directory covers the entire Eay Area,
lListings are by street name giving the names of
residents living on each block. It can be found

in the maln lobby of the Oakland Airport, on the
corner of Doolittle and Airport Drive in Cakland.

The Mormon Temple, for good geneolegical reference.
780 Lincoin Avenue in Cakland. For hours, call:
(%15) 531-3905

NEMMA SAYS": Don't overlook the obvlous! Many people neglect to

' check all variations of the phonetic spelling of sure
names at birth of both themselves and natural parents,
And above all, don't overlook the City Directorles,
present date,

BOCK CCRNER: "The Search for Arma PFigher," by Florence Fisher,1973
' e (Fawcett Paperback 31.25)
If you're temporarily tired of searching, read this
bock. You'll start all over agaln. "Compassionate
without gelf-plty. I recommend it without reserva-
tion." - Rod McKuen -

"The Politlecs of Adoption," by Mary Kathleen Benet,1976
(The Free Preas 38.95)

A critical, comprehensive study of the "watergategh

in adoption practice., Not yet iIn prapertack, but a-

vallable at the public library.
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EELF!! Cure staf of typlysts have two lefft hands. The red
karpit 1s owt for ,top notch typlysts hwo will helpp us
produse literatueand the Adortee's World neuseletter.

Please'call Carol: (415) 538-2592

’***-‘***********************-l'**-l*-l'l'-l*%-l"l'***-l'-l'-l'**********1****#*%*******

In The Next Issue:
=i DETAILS CF THE FALL ANNUAL EVENT ..
ZA AN OPEN LETTZR T NATURAL MCTEERS (&

Flesagse send your susgesticns, articles, art, and pecetry to:
Sarah, c/o ALMA, 625 Post St,2o0x 252,3an Francisco, Ca.%4102

Zditor: Sarah Howe, Asgistant: Sue Ezeklel, Art and
Calligrarhy: Kate Xnudsen, Froduction: Mike Ezekisl
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GENERAL MEETINGS AND SEARCE WOBRKSHEOPS

Meetings are held on the last Sunday of every month
Time: From 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M,
Place: Glerndale Federal Savings BEank
6100 Geary Blvd (25th Avenue,
Bus Linea are 1, 2, 28, 31, and 138
The Bank provides us with refreshments.

Tor the remainder of 1977, meeting dates are: June 26th,
. July 3ist, Aug. 28th, Sept. 25th, Oct. 30th, and Nov. 27th. -

Searchers: Please remember to bring your birth certificate and other
avallable documents. --The gearch workshop 1s open to members only.

~ EELP FOR THE EANDICAPPED: For adoptees who are handicapped or dis-
abled and need assistance in search, we have an ALMA member who is
akilled in sign language, manual alphabet, and in working with the
handicapped. For more information, call: (415) 538-2592,

- ' JOIN OUR WEEKLY RAP SESSIONS
Easi Bay: (415) 834-1742 or 351-4299
Manteca: (209) 823.7966
San Pranclsco: (415) 538-2592
(408) 2742833

San Josge:

ADCPTIVE PARENTS RAP SESSIONS, led by Molly Ann Greepne, are held on
the 2nd Sunday of every month alternating between San Franclsco and
Cakland. Date: July 10th, 1977

Time: 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.,

Place: San Francisco {(call: 538-2592)

etcetera.....

TAX DEDUCTARLE: Your contributions are tax deductatle, Funds are needed
to help defray our oxpenses and for the claass action suit, Flease make
your checks payable to : The ALMA Scclety, and mall to 625 Post Street,
Box 252, San Franclsco, Ca. 94102, ALSO, gifts of stationary, envelopes

printing and the like will be truly ceppreciated,

SUBSCRIFTIONS

If you would like a friend to receive this
newsletter, please send in thelr name and ad-
dress aslong with 32.00 for & year's subsecription.

PLEASE NCTIFY US OF YOUR CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Labot Donatad

The ALMA Scciely Corp. Nenpeoftk Oraasizafion
025 TPost STreei, Box 252 .PiO’SDTAGE
San Fancaso, Q. 94102 - San Franciseo, CA..
n BT Y Rewmit #2246
<;L/ { - f”(”
\X,\ Iy C el | M,auﬂ’—

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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