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AS OUR "ORIGIN" IS OUR OWN BEGINNING FOR US ALL, yet to s o m e  of us  ou r '  
o r ig in  is unknown, s o  we m u s t  s ea rch ,  f o r  somewhere  s e a l e d  away is o u r  past.  In  
finding our  or ig in  the voids in  o u r  l ife are  filled, making us  m o r e  whole and com-  
plete,  and then w e  can  only lo'ok to  o u r  future,  wri t ing F in i s ,   he ~ n d "  to  o y r . s e a r c h .  
J u s t  a s  o u r  ALMA CLASS ACTION SUIT is a l s o  the "Beginning of the  ~ n d "  

ALMA believes that  a n  adult  adoptee has  .a consti tut ional  right to  f u l l  and unconditional 
d i s c lo su re  of a l l  informat ion about his na tura l  parentage,  and in tends  t he i r  C l a s s  Act- 

.ion Suit  f i led Monday, May 23, 1977 by F l o r e n c e  Fisher, P r e s i d e n t  of ALMA and F r o f -  
e s s o r  Cyr i l  C. Means,  Jr., counsel  to  ALMA, toge ther  with 1 9  individual plaintiffs, 
i n  New York  , i n  F e d e r a l  Dis t r i c t  Court ,  Manhattan, e s t ab l i sh  t h i s  r i gh t  on the  behalf 
of the  adult adoptee a s  a c l a s s .  

ALMA has  never  advocated legis lat ive change, believing it imposs ib le  t o  change the  
law, s t a t e  by s t a t e .  We feel the p re sen t  laws s o  ba rba rous  that  the  only acceptable  
change is t o  e r a s e  t h e m  f r o m  the s ta tu te  books completely. 

Hopefully, w e  a re  now on  the  way, "THE BE; .GINNING OF T H E  END!' T h e  scheduled '  
da te  f o r  " ~ e a r i n g  of ~ e s t i m o n y "  is Sep tember  12 ,  1977. 

I l ALIYIAIS motto is, T h e  t ru th  of h i s  or igin is the  bi r thr ight  of e v e r y  man!' 
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WELCOME T O  ALMA! ! ! ! ! ! 

Welcoine' to a l l  the  neiv ALMA members who have jained our  AL,NLA C.ENTRAL ARIZ- 
ONA CHAPTER IN MAY, JUNE and JULY. . . . . . . . . When you join ALh/lA, you shut  
t he  door  on fan tasy  and begin your  walk towards  r e a l i t y  and a new tomorrow.  
A tomorroiv, tha t  will  mar l< the f i r s t  day of t h e  r e s t  of your  life. 



FROM T H E  DESK OF EMMA MAY ! ! ! 
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY: Our  pa ren t s  a r e  the  au thors  of o u r  beings,  and only 
through t h e m  is the  blueprint of o u r  genetic he r i t age  known. 
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F'ORMAL APOLOGY, t o  a l l  those  two hundred plus p e r s o n s  who have  wr i t t en  t o  
me i n  the l a s t  s e v e r a l  months  despe ra t e  f o r  advise  in s e a r c h  p roceedures .  I a m  
v e r y  s o r r y ,  but I a m  only one person ,  have no a s s i s t an t s ,  nor  a m  I funded f o r  
m a i l  c o s t s  and o the r  expenditures .  Your letters will  be fo rwarded  to  y o u r  n e a r e s t  
ALMA chap te r  f o r  fu ture  assistance, PLEASE ATTEND YOUR ALMA WORKSHOPS 
a s  they a r e  p r e p a r e d  to  help you! 

IN T H E  WESTERN STATES! Membersh ip  i n  a l l  of ALMA'S c h a p t e r s  is inc reas ing  
daily, and a lmos t  400 p e r s o n s  have r e g i s t e r e d  on  an  individual b a s i s  i n  ALMA'S 
INTERNATIONAL SOUNDEX REUNION R;EGISTRY, i n  a six week  period.  Many 
of these p e r s o n s  a r e  new m e m b e r s  of ALMA, so lets a l l  m a k e  t h e m  feel we lcome!  

T o t a l  r eg i s t r a t i ons  i n  the  ALMA INTERNATIONAL SOUNDEX REUNION REGISTRY 
now exceeds  well  o v e r  4 ,000 persons .  About one-third of t h e s e  a r e  next-of-kin, 
by birth.  W e  now begin the  d r ive  t o  en ro l l  a l l  m e m b e r s  of ALMA,THROUGI-I THEIR 
CHAPTERS, when th i s  is complete  enro l lment  wil l  commence  of individual  ALMA 
m e m b e r s  not a t tached to  chapters .  Your ALMA chap te r  h a s  been  provided with 
a n  explanation of th i s  r e g i s t r y  and names  of o the r  par t ic ipat ing organizat ions .  
Reg i s t ra t ion  expectat ions is 20, 000 pe r sons  by October  of th i s  y e a r ,  and hope- 
fu l ly  100 yo enro l lment  in  the  n e a r  future.  . 

. . IMPORTANT, You m u s t  en ro l l  in  the  ALMA INTERNATIONAL SOUNDEX R.EGISTER 
O'N AN INDIVIDUAL bas is ,  you r  enro l lment  in  ALMA'S NATIONAL REGISTER does  
not p lace  your  name  i n  th i s  register.. . . . . . . . nor  does  y o u r  en ro l lmen t  in  the  
INTERNATIONAL SOUNDEX REGISTER place  your  name  i n  ALMA'S NATIONAL 
REGISTER. LISTING IN T H E  NATIONAL REGISTER O F  ALMA IS ACCOMPLISH- 
ED ONLY THROUGH YOUR PAID MEMBERSHIP IN OUR NATIONAL ALMA 
SOCIETY! ! !THESE TWO REGISTERS ARE MAINTAINED SEPARATELY. . . . . . . . . 
BE ADVISED.. . . . . . .Your ALMA Soundex Reg i s t ra t ion  f o r m  wi l l  be r e t u r n e d  to  
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y o u r  n e a r e s t  home ALMA Chapter ,  a f t e r  it is soundexed and r e c o r d e d  i n  t he  Sound- 
ex Reg i s te r .  If you d e s i r e  t o  have th i s  informat ion please submi t  a SASE (self- 
a d d r e s s e d  s t amped  envelope),  plainly m a r k e d  Soundex,  t o  that  chapter .  T h e  
o r ig ina l  f o r m  wil l  be held by the  chapter  a s  an  update on you, and to  p reven t  any 
mis-.':laps i n  the  event of a match.  NOTIFICATION O F  A MATCH, wi l l  be  hand?.ed 
through your  n e a r e s t  ALMA Chapter .  

E a c h  p e r s o n  who p a s s e s  o u r  way touches o u r  lises to  one extent  o r  another ,  some f o r -  
got ten a l lnost  before they p a s s ,  o thers  notewort l~y,  s o m e  f o r e v e r  with us. Almos t  a l l  
of u s ,  adoptees ,  adoptive pa ren t s ,  and na tura l  p a r e n t s  who have s e a r c h e d  o r  been 
found, o r  those  who a r e  s t i l l  search ing ,  w l ~ o s e  l ives  have not been touched e t e rna l ly  
with a deep las t ing i m p r e s s i o n  by Emnla M.ay Vilardi .  These pas t  few y e a r s ,  s o  ve.,ry 
many  of us, have been helped by h e r  unselfish devotion of h o u r s  of h e r  t i m e  and energy  
c a r i n g  s o  v e r y  much and s h a r i n g  h e r  ic.1101~1ed'e with s o  many  of u s .  O u r  joyous re-  
unions with family,  blood re la t ion,  o u r  he r i t age  and future ,  we owe i t  a l l  t o  you. O u r  
T h a n k s  with much  Love f r o m  the depths of o u r  l ~ e a r t s . .  . . . . to  you ElVIMA MAY VILAR.DI. 
f o r  not only yes t e rday  but m o s t  of a l l ,  a l l  of our t omor rows .  
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