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SEARCH ASSISTANCE 
Because o u r  group is r a t h e r  small a t  p resen t ,  we've been working on an  i n d i v i d u a l  
basis from o u r  hones. Yiinly we have been he lp ing  adul ts  go through p u b l i c  r eco rds  
and o t h e r  s u b l i c  resources  t o  f i n d  t r a c e s  of t h e i r  o r i g in s .  Those adoptees  who 
are younger than  18 a r e  encouraged t o  wait u n t i l  they  r each  adulthood. Most o f  
o u r  members are over  30 years  o l d  and i n  t h e i r  2 0 ' s  before  they  f e l t  t h e  need t o  search .  

It is very rare f o r  a b i r t hga ren t  t o  be a b l e  t o  f i n d  a surrendered c h i l d  because 
t h e y  .are no t  given t h e  names of t h e  adopt ive  pa r en t s  o r  where they l i v e ,  However, 
one o f  ou r  members is a bi r thpaxent  and i s  w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  h e r  f e e l i n g s  wi th  o t h e r  
b i r t h p a r e n t s  and d i s cus s  mutual problems. 

In  help ing adoptees  s ea r ch  f o r  t h e i r  o r i g i n s ,  we show them what t o  do, how t o  go 
about  it, g i v e  advice and do some of  t h e  work i f  necessary.  It is up t o  t h e  adoptee  
t o  do most of  t h e  work, spendj-ng whatever time o r  money he wants t o ,  We charge no 
fees and a t  presen t  no dues. We are always a v a i l a b l e  f o r  pep t a l k s  when you ' re  
feeling do,wn o r  i f  you h i t  a snag i n  t h e  search .  

Since we are not  holding r egu l a r  meetings a t  t h e  presen t  t ime,  you may con tac t  u s  
a t  t h e  above address  o r  cal l  us. (p l ease  send a - self addressed stamped envelope, SASE, 
when w r i t i n g .  ) As soon as KE make arrangements, we w i n  inform you o f  tge time 
and p l ace  o f  r e g u l a r  meetings. 

, 

TELEVISION INTERVIE4 
ACTION,a new "talk-show" on VTAJ channel 10  Altoona, w i l l  f e a t u r e  a program con- 
cerning adopt ion on Saturday, Sept.  29, 1979 at 6:00 P,M, Jan Von Uffel w i l l  
i n t e rv iew r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of each sid.e of t h e  ado.ption triangle--Dan Bravin, a,doptee; 
Chris Frank, b i r t hno the r ;  Carol Gustsvson, adopt ive  p r e n t .  Hopefully t h i s  program 
w i l l  psornote i n  our  area some u n d e r s t a ~ d i n g  of  t h e  adoptee and o t h e r s  involved 
i n  adopt ion ,  

HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE AFFECTED BY ADOPTION????? 
-. The average number o f  adopt ions i n  t h e  U.S. p e r  year  s i n c e  1898 is 6,000. With 

two adop t ive  pa r en t s ,  two b i r t h ~ r e n t s  and one adoptee t h i s  means t h a t  t h e r e  are 
now 30,000 people pe r  year  d i r e c t l y  involved i n  adopt ion,  . I n  a 20 yea r  span o f  
time t h e r e  a r e  600,000 people d i r e c t l y  involved. This  number does no t  inc lude  
b i r th-grandparents ,  adopt ive  grandparents ,  b i r t h  s i b l i n g s  ar.d adop t ive  s i b l i n g s .  

THE INTERNATIONM, SOUNDEX HElJNION REISTRY 
''Soundex'' is l o c a t c d  i n  Carson Ci ty ,  Iicvada and is maintained by i ts innovat,or, 
Emma bky Vilarcii. . Tts . use is  for- adult persons sceIiing a reunion wi th  next-of-kin 
by b i r t h .  There i s  no c h a r ~ e  f o r  this s e r v i c e .  The r e g i s t r a t i o n  by 2 persons i n  
t h i s  r e g i s t r y  r e s u l t i n &  in a match i s  regarded as actual, l e g a l  consent  f o r  con tac t .  
O u r  group part ic: ipates i n  t h e  1,S.R.R. We have r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
anybody who needs one. 



INFORMING TIIE PUBLIC: THEW IS HEZPl 
Seve ra l  weeks ago Lee Campbell, founder of Concerned United B i r thpa ren t s ,  and  
Carol  Gustavson appeared on "Pi t t sburgh Todayw, T.V. 2 Pgh. The address  o f  o u r  
l o c a l  C.U,B. group was given and t h e r e  tias a good response  from bo th  b i r t h p a r e n t s  
and adoptees ,  T h e ' l e t t e r s  which Chris  received.  from adoptees  were forward.ed t o  u s  
f o r  s e a r c h  assistance, I n  answering a l l  responses  we hope t h a t  more and more people  
who want t o  know about  t h e i r  backgrounds w i l l  become aware t h a t  t h e r e  is h e l p  and  
understanding f o r  them. 

1 1 t t 1  LEGISLATION------ HELP, .. . . 
Representa t ive  Stephen FreFnd (R-Delaware county) has again in t roduced  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  will BLOCK t h e  cu r ren t  access t h a t  PA-born adop-tees have t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  Rouse B i l l  1663 no t  on ly  blocks your  access  t o  b i r t h  cer t i f i -  
cates, it goes on t o  suggest  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  act as in termediary  and have t h e  
AUTHORITY t o  r e f u s e  access  t o  information i f  " there  would be a s u b s t a n t i a l  r i s k  that 

I persons  o t h e r  than  t h e  natural parents would l e a r n  o f  t h e  adopted person ' s  e x i s t e n c e  
I 
i and r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  natural pa ren t s ,  The b i l l  i s  w r i t t e n  under t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  

t ha t  b i r t h p a r e n t s t  anonymity is t h e  major p r i o r i t y  and must be pro tec ted .  (We are 
a s k i n g  you t o  write t o  members o f  t h e  Heal th  and Welfare Committee where t h e  b i l l  
is presently awa i t i ng  hearings. These l e g i s l a t o r s  MUST hea r  from us. Your let ter  
is an important  p a r t  i n  having our  feelings. expressed,  and i n  t h e  p a s t  it has been 
your l e t te rs  and phone calls  t h a t  have blocked similar l e g i s l a t i o n :  Letters do 
not  have t o  be long,  j u s t  s a y  something t o  t h e  effect t h a t  you are a g a i n s t  House 
B i l l  1663 and would app rec i a t e  t h a t  -they vo t e  a g a i n s t  it. Below you will f i n d  t h e  
names of  some of t h e  Comm, members and t h e i r  addresses .  (1t doesn ' t  matter 
whether you are a Pennsylvania r e s i d e n t  &r not.  ) 
The. Hon. Joseph V. Zord, Jr. 
611 Glowwood Dr, 
Whitehall ,  PA. 15277 

b'  . 
I 

The Hon. W i l l i a m  Klingaman 
31 Pine  S t ,  
Tamaqua, PA. 18252 . 

NEWSLrnER 
This is our  first news l e t t e r  and we a.re planning t o  pub l i sh  q u a r t e r l y ,  If you would 
l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  subsequent news le t t e r s ,  it would be h e l p f u l  i n  def ray ing  t h e  c o s t  
of  p r i n t i n g  and mai l ing  t o  have each person send us a donation o f  $2.00 p e r  year .  

OTHER PA. GROUPS 
., 

CONCERNED UNITED BIRTHPARENTS PGH.. ADOYTION LIFELINE ADOPTION FORUM o f  PHILA. 
P,O.Box 1005 P.0, Box 9 Box 7482 
Altoona, PA. 16603 Gibsonia,  PA. 15044 P h i l a , ,  Pa. 19101 
(814) 942-1622 (412) 443-3370 (251) EV6-4928 1 ;  7-9) 

"THE VOLUI: OF P I N Y  LERDS CREDENCE TO THE VOICE OF ONE ,,, I1 

Dear l k i  ends, 
As a newly s t a r t e d  branch c o o r d i ~ a t o r  f o r  C . U . B .  I hope t h a t  I can e s t a b l i s h  wi th  

t h e  adoptees  who belong t o  Adoption L i f e l i n e  riltoona, a b e t t e r  understanding of b i r t h -  
pa ren t s .  I hope t h e  goa l  of both groups w i l l  be t o  educa.te t h e  p u b l i c  t o  o u r  feelings 
and needs, I hope every0r.c has an oppor tun i ty  t o  read Sandy Piussex's book, "I Would 
Have Searched F o r e ~ c r ' ~ ,  Chris ~Wsnk, Co-ordinator C. U. B ,  Nestern Pennsylvcnia,  

READING LIST 
1. Lost  arid Found - 9  I3c.tt.y Jean L i f t o n ,  ( ~ d o p t e e )  , 
2, I Would Ilnvo Searched Forever, Sandy Musser, ( ~ i r t h n o t h e r ) ,  
3. The ~ d o ~ t & n  -- riYlnnc:lo, Soroakg, Wnnor,  Daran, ( ~ d o p t i o n  Research ~ r o j e c t ) .  
4. The A r t  of - Adoption, Linda Cannon Bui-gcss, (social  worker), C/Q3 
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