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Hello everyone p they say no news i s  good news and t h i s  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  be our 
GOOD NM EDITION. Your patience i n  awaiting this newsletter w i l l  t r u l y  be rewarded. 
F i r s t  o f f ,  I would l i k e  t o  trelcome our new members aboard - they are Sh i r l ey  Wagner, 
Peoria,  I L ;  Carolyn Olsen, McLean, VA; Marilyn Ruebke, F l i n t ;  . . .. Diane Gebert, Adrian; 
Pamela Rhoades, Walnut Creek, CA; Tammy Lawson, Rochester; ~ r s .  E. Okkonen, Pontiac; 
Gayle Wolthuis, Wyoming; Christine Spurr ,  M t .  Clemens; Flancy G i r d ,  i. Dctro i t ;  
'mrbara qwand,  De t ro i t ;  Geraldine Melvi l le ,  Grand Rapids; Peter  Bornmarito, S t e r l i n g  
Hgts.; Peg Richer,  Wyoming; Lore t t a  Kollasch, Riverview; G l a d y s  Osbome, Highland Park; 

' Dee C r u l l ,  De t ro i t ;  Sandra Peck, Highland Park; Donna Richards, Monroe; Daniel Klatt, 
De t ro i t  and Sharon Sprague, Redford. Inqu i r i e s  have a l s o  been on the  increase.  1 
have answered 120 inqu i r i e s  s ince our last newslet ter  i n  September, 1976 bringing the 
t o t a l  todate since 1974 t o  over 400. Tot& membership now stands at  .56. Not only 
are we s t a r t i n g  t o  receive mare i n q u i r i e s  from genet ic  fathers but the  following 
agencies have a l s o  joined our mailing l i s t  - Children's Aid Society ,  De t ro i t ;  Child 
& Family Services ,  Saginaw; Methodist Childrens Home, D e t r o i t ;  W i l m a  Toys, a case- 
worker f o r  Kalamazoo County; Doris Beiser, a worker with the  Saginaw Juvenile Court; 
F q i l y  & Children Services  of Calhoun County and Child & Family Services of Muskegon. 

' .  . . . 

A I M  MEZXINGS 
It is  t nature  of our organieation t h a t  people come and people go but  our progress 
has remained steady. A t  our monthly meetings here i n  Hazel Park we usual ly  cover 
recent correspondence, committee r epor t s  then end up with  a guest  speaker and general  
discussion on each o thers  searches,  f e e l i n g s  involved and what we can do t o  forward 
the aims of our groups. 

I n  reference t o  t h a t  last  item, I am happy t o  r epor t  that our firit chapter  i s  fern- 
ing  f o r  res iden t s  out Grand Rapids w a y .  Gayle Wolthuis has been busy contact ing the  
news media, l o c a l  agencies, l e g i s l a t o r s  and jus t  about evekyone and her enthusiasm 
has spurred l o c a l  members and i n t e r e s t e d  persons i n  t h a t  a r ea  t o  form a l o c a l  chapter. 
They w i n  naod Lots of help t o  ge t  t h i s  e f f o r t  r o l l i n g  so  please contact  them and 
o f f e r  your ass is tance.  Gayle and Jack DeJonge are heading up t h i s .  e f f o r t  but  eince 
Gayle i s  i n  t h e  process of moving, I w i l l  jus t  p r i n t  Jacks address f o r  now - we w i l l  
p r i n t  Gaylets once she g e t s  s e t t l e d .  JACK DE JONGE, 505 CARRIE STREW, S.E., SUITE 
314, GRAND RAPIDS, M I  49503 (616-4.56-8375) Their meetings a r e  being held the  FIRST 
WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT TIE KENTWOOD LIBRARY AT 8 : 00P.M, 

To assist t h i s  type of o f f o r t  i n  other  a reas  of the  state,  we w i l l  soon be mailing 
a geographic l i s t i n g  out t o  a l l  those who have inquired s ince 1974. Those persons 
who a r e  in t e re s t ed  i n  s t a r t i n g  a l o c a l  chapter should write t h e  main Post Off i c e  
Box 205 i n  Hazel Park, Michigan 48030 and we w i l l  send you the  i2formation needed t o  
g e t  started. I n  the  meantime, the  following area contacts  w i l l  be helping disseminate 
information about current happenings, search assistance, etc.: 

Martha Gault, Det ro i t  Area 
( 313-858-7186) days 

Pete Kosti, Lansing Area 
( 517-393-1457) evenings 

. 
Chris t ine  Spurr,  East Area ( M t .  Clemens) 
( 313-791-4277} days 

P h y l l i s  McFarland, Ann Arbor 
( 313-769-3391) days 

Joyce F'ensom, F l i n t  Area 
( 31 3-742-8243) days 
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WORKS HOP , 

Our f irst  workshop was held i n  my home on Febr lary  26, 1977 f o r  t he  purpose of 
preparing t h e  index cards used in.  our Reunion F i l e .  We compldted about 2/3 of the  
group and they j u s t  requi re  f i n a l  checking before being f i led.  Our next workshop 
o f f o r t  i s  a t r i p  t o  t he  Det ro i t  Main Library on March 12 ,  1977 at  12:00 noon t o  
v i s i t  t he  Genealogical Burton Col lect ion and meet with Professor~Powell . ,  a s p e c i a l i s t  
on Michigan records. We w i l l  a l s o  sit i n  on the  monthly mebting of the  Det ro i t  
Genealogical Society.  It i s  hoped we can interest some of t h e i r  members i n  becoming 
research assistants f o r  our group. Check your c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  f o r  chapters  of 
l o c a l  s o c i e t i e s  o r  ask a t  your l i b r a r y  and make your presence known - I'm sure  they 
w i l l  be glad t o  refer you t o  he lp fu l  sources. 

IEEPORT FROM MDSS 
r Richard Hockstra, our  hrclpf~il and supportive contact  wi th  the  Michigan Depart- 
ment of Soc ia l  Services  in Laming advises t h a t  the  f ind ings  of t h e  Open Records 
Committee Meetings hold 1ao.t summer have been c.ornpiled and presented t o  h i s  super- 
i o r s  f o r  review and approval. Some of t h e  recomme~c~ations include ac t ive  input  i n t o  
the  f i l e s  by a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned following an adoption and tho est,ablishment of 
a ~ e n t r d ,  Registry. We have been promised a copy of t h a t  paper once it i s  approved 
and released t,o t he  var ious  state adoption agencies- I would l i k e  t o  take t h i s  
time t o  thank M r .  Houkstra and h i s  staff f o r  t h e i r  help and support i n  our endeavors. 

. , 

OTHn MEETINGS . . .. -. - , . 
,2 request  t o  attend a meeking of the  Ad.option Clearalco Committee i n  Piay has been 
received and accepted. This  group i s  comprised of private agpn2y worken and probcte 
cour t  workers who meek per iod ica l ly  t o  share experiences and problems as w e l l  as new 
ideas i n .  t b i r  f ie ld  of servicc. Since they are receiving increasing number of 
reqwsts..f rm--.adoptees who are seeking t o  laarn t h e i r  ident i t ies ,  they would l i k e  -to 

. . , d i scuss  . . some possibld new di:rections with us i n  t h i s  i*cgard. You may wish t o  check 
f o r  a similar group i n  your area. After a l l ,  cduca.t j .~g the public  i s  ono of our 
goals  and .. -..... by meeting with  the  workers involved i n  L 2d.dsptj.on process,  tie w i l l  he lp  
accompld.sh this g03.i. Somo of o u ~  members have ju s t  rf~adc the  e f f o r t  t o l v i s i t  t h e i r  . * %  - a 

$.', l o c a l  .agencies and spread t h e  word and t h e  outcomes h w e  been bencf i c i a l  t o  both 
p a r t i e s  thus far, A s  we go t o  press, a request was Jus t  rsceived t o  meet with  

, representa t ives  of t h e  Luthcrn Chi?.drens Homo 2r.d W~~r?ne St:;te, University School of 
Soc ia l  Work, a l s o  ' i n  May. We are t r u l y  looking forsr::~d' *to 'an j.nf ormativc sess ion 
with both of these groups. 

. . 

LIA.ISOlf .GROUPS 
A recent  request  was  sen t  t o  bm. ~ i s t ~ e r  g~o:.ps fon  sosis tanco i n  developing our 
search workshop. I ~ rou ld  li!m t o  thank t t c  Scut.".srn Ca3.ifc.rnia Chaptar of ALE&, 
MaryAnno Cohan i n  New Jersey m d  Tho Fmi: y Tree i11 Toxa s f o r  t h e i r  rep lys  . This 
information i s  being compilod and, hopef Lily, 1 1  rer;uI.t j.n a Piichigan Search 
Handbook t h i s  summer, 

From The Family Tree newsletter, H o t Z i ~ c  .-' President CarBtor h a s  indica ted  he i s  -.--.-- 
interested . , i n  t he  ~ r o b l . ~ m s  of t he  poople and has' 3os:icnated a s p e c i a l  address f o r  us 
t o  write him about* our bbnccrns. So, l e t ' s  give l;i.m a chance t o  do something by 
l e t t i n g  him know what i s  on a our .minds and i n  our hear ts .  WIZITE TO tlPEOPLE" P.O. BOX 
2600 ,. WASHINGTON, D.C. . . 

. . 

Adoptees i n  Search i n  Colorado have been very ac t ive  I n  the l e g i s l a t i v e  area 'and 
with l o c a l  area moe%j.ngs, ' They recen t ly  provided us  'i-ii C1.l sQme information concerning 
t h i s  object ive  which has been reproduced on tho last; page of our newsletter. Thanlt 
you AIS f o r  your help,  .- 



HOSPITAL & DOCTOR RECORDS: Medical r e c o r d s  of mother and/or  c h i l d .  

JUVENILE COURT: Adoption dec ree  & re l inquishment  papers .  

I BUREAU O F  VITAL S T A T I S T I C S :  B i r t h  and d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  
i 
i LIBRARY: C i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  - Names, a d d r e s s e s ,  s p o u s e ' s  name, employment, 

Newspaper microf i lm - Births, d e a t h s ,  mar r i ages ,  d ivo rce s .  
Household d i r e c t o r i e s  - Names of owners and /o r  r e n t e r s .  

TAX ASSESSOR: N a m e  & d a t e s  of p r o p e r t y  owners. 

ELECTION COMMISSION: Pe r sona l  in fo rmat ion  - Name,  a d d r e s s ,  d i s c r i p t i o n ,  & s i g n a t u r e .  

CITY CLERK & RECORDER: Marr iages  and d ivo rce s .  

1 i COUNTY COURT RECORDER: Change of names, p r o p e r t y  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  d i v o r c e s ,  adop t ion  
of non- juveni les .  

SCHOOL RECORDS: S tuden t  in format ion .  

U:JIVEKSxTY ARCHIVES : Studen t  in£ ortnation. 

CHURCHES: Marr iages ,  d e a t h s ,  baptisms. 

DRIVER LICENCES:  P e r s o n a l  in format ion .  

CENSUS IUCORDS: P e r s o n a l  i n fo rma t ionU 

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS: F r a t e r n i t y ,  S o r o r i t y ,  E l k s ,  Moose, Boy Scou t s ,  American 
Legion, Hobby Clubs. 

COMPANY F>lPT,OYMENT RECOIIDS : Rai l roads ,  e t c .  

LABOR UNIONS: Place of employment, etc. 

F . B . I .  & LOCAL PaLICE: M i l i t z r y  r e c o r d s ,  criminal r e c o r d s ,  s e c u r i t y  checks. 
(Hard t o  g e t ,  u s u a l l y  need i n s i d e  f r i e n d ) .  

SOCIAL SECURITY: Must have full name and SS!! o r  b i r t h  date. 

NEIGHBORS : Sometimes t h e y  lcnow everyt l l ing . 
I 

TELEPIIONE BOOK: E s p e c i a 1 . 1 ~  h e l p f u l  i f  look ing  f o r  uncommon name. 

WANT ADS: Kun ad i n  p e r s o n e l  o r  miss ing  persons  column. 

TRY EVERY SOURCE, ALWAYS GET C O P I E S  O F  ANYTHING & EVERYTIITNG, I F  P O S S I B L E .  (This  
g i v e s  you c r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s ,  a l s o  v e r i f i e s  unconfirmed in fo rma t ion ) .  

1 . .  Anyone knowing of any sou rce  no t  mentioned above, please contact Tina Otway, 
Co-ordinatar  s o  t h a t  w e  can add t o  our  l i s t .  It might be  r e a l l y  ir~rportant 
t o  someone i n  t h e i r  s ca r ch .  



SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVES 

1. We have a  Cons t i t u t i o t za l  "Right t o   now," as  provided f o r  i n  the F i r s t  and 
Pour t e e n t h  Amendments. 

2. We are  n o t  seek ing  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  f ami ly  r e l a t i o n s h i p  we have w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t s  
I I who raised us .  We are  s eek ing  on ly  f o r  a more complete" i d e n t i t y ,  f o r  a 

f u l l e r  knowledge of o u r s e l v e s .  Is t h i s  wrong? 

3 .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  r a c o r d s  were s e a l e d ,  t h e r e  was no r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  t h e  adop tee  
(an i n f a n t  o r  sma l l  c h i l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ) .  No thought  was g iven ,  - o r  s t u d i e s  made, 
as t o  t h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  when t h e  adop tee  became an a d u l t .  

4. Sealed r e c o r d s  f o r c e  a d u l t s  adopted as i n f a n t s  t o  s ea r ch .  I f  t h e  r e c o r d s  were 
open t o  inspection, many adop tees  would be s a t i s f i e d .  

5, We are adu1.r~; y e t  w e  are governed by s t a t u t e s  under t h e  C h i l d r e n ' s  Code. We 
have t o  d e a l  w i t h  the J u v e n i l e  Courts .  

6 .  There are thousands of adop tecs  j o i n i n g  groups  a l l  around t h e  coun t ry  t o  s e a r c h ,  
and t o  push f o r  legislative changes, Can they  ALL be wrong? 

7 .  L a s t  y e a r  f i v e  o t l ie r  s ta tes  had l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o r ~  on t h i s  i s s u e .  T h i s  y e a r  w e  
a n t i c i p a t e  f o u r  more s ta tes  beginning  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

POINTS TO REMEMBER W E N  WRITING 

Do n o t  a l i e n a t e  anyone. 
Do n o t  6we l l  o ; ~  t h c  emcltionnl aspects. 

You do n o t  have t o  wr i te  a lont;: . lett:cr.  A few s e n t e n c e s  o r  s o  would be f i n e .  You 
d o n ' t  have t o  cover  a l l  t h e  p o i n t s  above; j u s t  be  s u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  a t  least two o r  
t h r e e  r ea sons ,  as a le t te r  w i t h  r ea son ing  carries more weight  t h a n  one which o n l y  
asks t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  t o  suppor t  open r eco rds .  Letters need n o t  be  typed. A hand- 
w r i t t e n  l e t t e r  i s  f i n e .  You nay send t h e  same l e t t e r  t o  more than  one l e g i s l a t o r ,  
b u t  i t  i s  a d v i s a b l e  not t o  cend r e p r i n t s .  Write n s e p a r a t e  l e t t e r  f o r  each,  even 
though t h e  message is  t h e  same. GUT PJdEASE \.TRITE. They do t a l l y  t h e  amount o f  
l e t t e r s  r ece ived  - and i f  i4ichigan opens up,  -just t h i n k  what a precedent  i t  w i l l  
se t .  

I f  you do n o t  know who your l e g i s l a t o r s  are, just c a l l  your county e l e c t i o n  
sommission. They w i l l  b e  g l ad  t o  t e l l  yea. Letters can be addressed  t o  your 
s e n a t o r  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  S ta te  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing , '  Lansing,  Michigan 48900. 

Thank You For Your Support  
Adoption I d e n t i t y  Movement 
Of Michigan, Inc .  



AIM OF MICHIGAN,  I N C .  

A REMINDER 

MARCH, 1977 

MEMBERSHIP: Open t o  a d u l t  a d o p t e c s ,  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s ,  a d o p t i v e  
p a r e n t s ,  f a m i l y  men~bers and i n t e r e s  t c d  p r o E e s s i o n a l s  . 

DUQS : : : $1.0 y e a r  ac t ive  
.. . . . 

. . .  
$3  y e a r  - ncr:wsI.cttcr o n l y  (i .ssucd as i n p u t  w a r r a n t s )  
P:Al<E CHECKS Pb?;l'AULE TO ADC?TION IDENTITY MOVEMENT Ol? 
MICHIGAN,  IEJC. A N D  MAIL '.VO P.0 .  E 9 X  205, '~WZEL PAIIK, 
MICHICAN 48050. 

MEETINGS : G e ~ c r a l  Mee t inzs  a  11el.d t h e  second -- Tuesday of t h e  
; ~ : ~ n t h  : I Co~nmunity Center, 7 2 3  Woodward . . . .  I-leiglits, 1 1  a r c  f ~ n m  7 : 301'1~1 t o  1.0 : OOI'M. 

W0R'i:SHOPS : I!s.ld as  i n t e r e s t  cr?d time r i t s  - w i l l  b e  announced.  

NEET YOUR CO-ORDINATOR * .  - 
=men t ioned  ear l ier ,  p e o p l e  i.n o u r  g r c u p  come and go. S i n c e  f o ~ i n d i n g  CiIb1 i n  
1974,  I ' v e  met a l o t  of  wonder fu l  peol>le  who have  he lped  a l o n g  t h e  way. In 
r u n n i n g  t h i s  g roup ,  I ' v e  worked a t  devc lop f~ lp ,  t h c  rnembersh.ip, ncwsletters,  
r u n n i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g s ,  11andlir.g p ~ . ~ b l i c i t y ,  s p e a k i n g  a t  C C L I ~ ~ Z : C ~ . C ~ S ,  compi1,ing 
r e s e a r c h  i n f c r m a t i o n ,  runt.1ing worlcshops and a1.1 oE tl.~:: c.?cri.cal work t h a t  
goes  i n t o  a c h i e v i n g  the absve .  I o r  2u.ll. time ( i n  a c l c r i c a l  . p o s i t i o n )  and 
r u n  a household  i n c 1 u d j . n ~  t h r e e  t e e n a g e r s  sc t h a t  e x p l a i q s  why you ~;omet:imes 
have  t o  wait  a w h i l e  f o r  a r e p l y  t o  your  l c t t ~ i : ~ ;  ' fn a d d i t i o n ,  1 am a member 
o f  t h e  Michigan Civ5.1. Air i?aLrol and .  Board Member f o r  a Services A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
o u r  l o c a l  s o c i a l  service ~ g e n c j 7 . " s e ~ v i n g  s o u t h  Oakland Coui:.ty. H o p e f u l l y ,  when 
I g e t  my p i l o t s  , l i c e n s e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  I vi.1.1. be aLla t:o do a l i t t l e  
v i s i t i r t g .  I look '  Corwnrd. t o  p e r s o t i a l l y  i;lcc!:ing nany of you who have  w r i t t e n .  
Wllcn n o t  busy w i t h  any of th:! above ,  I a l s o  c r y  t r a v e l i n g ,  sewing ,  . s t o c k  car 
r a c i n g ,  r e a d i n g ,  and g i v i n g  p a r t i e s .  i t  f a l l  I olc;a.ld l i k e  t ~ ,  r e t u r n  t o  
c o l l e g e  ( n i g h t  schoo!.) nl-id contint l" ,  wockjng o n . o b t n i u i n g  m y  d e g r e e .  T l ~ e r e f o r e ,  

1 i t  i s  time t h a t  re. ;ponsib! , l i t ier ;  c pa;:sed 011 t o  ol:hc.rs. Yhcsc of  you who havs 
a s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  ~ h c  g r ~ l ! p  s h o u l d  :;ta~.-1: xntt;icc.ing nlc: 11cr.7 so call make 
sonic f u t u r e  p l a n s .  T I ~ e r e  is  a l o t  o f  w r k  t o  1 -  cor.:?ictccl and 3eveloprnel1t t o  
be  f o r m a l i z e d .  I a l s o  r;zTt you t:o i=l:l>w t l r r : t  1 .  a p z r ~  of I c r e a t i o n  of a 
whole  new t h i n g  i n  tlic: nJovt:i.on I a  bet:?. n [;rowing and ] .earning e x p c r i e n c e  

-~ 

f o r  m e .  I n  t h e  meant:i~:le t h c ~ g h ,  it a11 comes (1#.)wn "_ pc0pl.c l l c i p i n g  p e o p l e  and 
t a k i n g  t h e  time t o  unde r s t t~ rx l  I t a - .  w l i a t  I ' in 8oj.n:: t:o lcci~p working f o r  - 
w i t h  your  h e l p  - 1 w i l l  1:,e ~ c c o ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ s ~ I L . ~  i.n t iw* 

. 1:egards t o  31.1 f you,  

f". . a+' ' i. L/ I L4)L.tJ.f 

J- 
Co-ord i n a t o r  
A I M  of M i c l ~ i g & n ,  I n c .  
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