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This newsleltor is a new project of the hdcption fornm, Wn
hope to have if vono out fou» timas a *31v We vﬂnt 10 leop meri-
bers and fxiends in teoach with cur group's astivi uJOu, and we want
to shara items of interszt cencorming adsption with whicsver is in~

tarestoda

A L*'H;ﬁ_ﬁ_ffPTE
lnlp group vas starizd in the Sprirg of 1974 hy Lo adeiicos,
both members of natiemal ergonizativis scr aduptess, whno thovcht

there should be an opporturity for Fhilas m¢pb4 Ar2r ndeopices to

‘get tozsther. They-also folt it was impestant o prawobs coammmi-

catlon amenrn 9dopcees, adeptive parents, biwh porenis (of adoap-
tees), and adcpiion prefessionals,

We have met monthly, first in a heme and than at two ditfarant
churches, We have also tried thrse differant nesting times
have come to the conclusion that there is no p;n*~1rd—riaun that is
convenient for most members to mest, That is ons iesson we saa ihis
newsletter as an important additicn {o having mestings,

In the last yoar, menbers of the Ldoption Toium hovo been
guast speakors for adoptive parents' gicups n Morihasst Philaldel.-
pnln,'w aminster, and Media, Ve pm¢t4c",ahad in an ~dopbion con-
ference at Temple University, Wea'vo spoken om WWAU Rdio and WATH
and “appeared" on two television zihcirs. (303 the next paga about
our next toleovisicn show!) Ws hope we’vs hc;-e_ pecpla, either to
uadsasshand ssreine olse bottor or to Joel Lazs 2larme in thedr own

particuras adoptive situarion,

Fufurs Mesiinss
Fox tho merths of February, Mareh ari Apzil, ue ohall moet on
the firet Serday afterncon of the menth (2/1, 3/7, /), Theeo
wnaginﬂs will Lo ak 2 n.m, at Dalbis Sheln.crg g, Apt, C~314 (Jofi-
ool Bifgs), The Yoesidential Apnartients, This 15 vwhare ity Lino
A"e. maots the Ccinrlicdll Expressany, The bus sucps riznt therw, or

it you're Ariving, there’s a big pariking lot.

We expect, as usval, an exchange of adoptioa oXperiencos, in-
cluding these of adepises vitn heva loruated birth paraits o aro
trining to, Wo heve Leen delighted thal ceveral adspiess hawe
bhrauzat their sdopltive raranis to a wseting, EBEverys:ze is velcoms,
Bring any interested frienus, spouses, relativas.

Dioes

& Srgporvetbe st

Ve instituted dues last January, so it's time to pzy again, if
w+on'vre been a member since Janua"y, 75, Wa are ralzing onr dues
Irun $5 to 38, to cover the pest office box, mrilinzgs,; ocaasional
rroting space ani/or upnakoh's travelling e.monses, and contribu~
tien to logal projoets of our omt or othor gioups, Ye'll s:ud jou

v R

a little note on your newslettar if your dues aro due soon,

A Earry Rewnion Stery

(118 67 our menLSTS recently {foind her birth pavonts Zn thout
three Tairly easy stops, KHer mother and father hed mavrisd efter
her birth and had two other children, She went to visit hor nou-
found family over Christmas, and we are lecoking iewiard bto bearing
about their meeting., AT our Lecember mestivg, won sniy pirtwres of
the whole family and nociced how much our menior looks 1ile hor
brothor and sistes, ho were 2s dolipghtad as their pacsnts Lo be
¥ fou=d, Th2 mothor had cbten wished zhio could moent the deughter
sho’d given up but never imagined that an adepien would want to
search for biith parentsl
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lies openly and proudly," Apparently, many well-lmovm Hawaians

have been raised this way and speak openly of their dual identi-

t7, "Their loyalty apnears to be with thoir adoptive fumilies,

Eit tEey also take pride in the connection with their birth fami-
es,

PAI'DCRA'S BCX

hen Betty Jean Lifton (Twice Born) was on the Phil Danahue show

?econtly, there were several of Yesterday's Children (Chicago group)
in the audience, Several of them were aslked to respond to a phoned

in guestion, "Aren't you afraid you'll find out scmething awful

about yourself?" A man who looked in his thirties sazid he had found

out that he was the product of "a forced situation," and that he
found that easier to deal with than the not IIICUIVG, e talked at
our April neeting about the Pandora's box analogy that journalists
seernl Lo love to throw into their stories about adontees' searches.,
Debbie Steinberg had looked up the Pandora's box story and found
that vhen Pandora opened the box a second time, it contained HCPL,

IDEA FOR SZARCILERS

That would you think of getting together with a
couple of other adontees born where you were,
plcldng a newspaper or magazine,and sharing the
cost of an ad sowmething like this:

Adoptees born in Camden on 8-3-L4, 12-2-4G, and
5-17-53 wishing to meet birth parents and/or
relatives, Contact through Adoption Forum or
Philadslphia, Box 5607 Bast Falls Station, Phila,,
Pa, 19129,

If you're interested, drop us a note and wefll
put you together with others interested.

CUR TV SHCW

“hé cast for the program we did ourselves for "Talize 12" was Joan
Somners (adoptee), Zarbara IeClerq (birth mother), Darbara Ichi-
zakl (adoptive mother), and Penny, vwho served as the mcderator,
Theon it was aired on liarch 8, Jarbara Ishizaki watched with her
sit year old(adopted) twins, wondering how they would respond.
hen it was over, ¥ Tllie said, “lormy, I Just want you to lmow
that I'n very proud of you,"

PEITY'S REUDICT

The first thing ny birth mother said to me when I called her and
told her who I was: "Oh, you lmow? I thought this nizht harpen,
Jould you like to ccme visit ne?" And then we tolkesd fov half an
hour, catching up on each other's lives and that we look lilke! I
snont the weelend with her three weolis later in 'yoming, but not
before I foud rmyself starting to quote my adeptiwve mother all the
time (!) and not before my adoptive parents had aslied mz to please
c¢all them as soon as I got baclz and tell thenm all abent Lt. 2And
en I did get back, I feound thazt they had sent ro tho nerey for
my plane fare, I'm still getiing used to the feet that I finally
FCULD rmy birth mother, but I an definitaly feelirg nleisar ihan
ever to my parents in California, bceauss they tvare raally there
for rm» in scmething that wvas imneirtont to w3, I ihinl that is
ROAL FARDOTIG, And it wasn't zasy for chon - or nw vhen I first
decided that I wanted to nest my birth poraiiis. I hadn't talleed
to my father about iy adoption Inor cver twenty rears and lmew that
he wculd bo very uncenroxtable about the whole thing. 'Ia corme a
long vay togstner,...'he thing I°n happiest ebout how is that I
decided that searching for my bixth parents was an oliny thing Lo
do. The thirnz I'n scirriest aveut is the ertrore indignity in which
adoptees are placcd whon they are not allowcd te lmow who thelr

first parents wore.
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Penny Callan Partridge and Debbile Steinberg
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ADOPTICY FORUM OF PEIIADULPETA
Box 5607 Last Falls Station
Philadelphia, Pa, 19129

HELLO AGATIY

Last two meetings before summer will be on llay 2 and June &
{Sunday afternoons, 2 ~ 4), 'e'll be meeting apain at Debbie’s
(Presidential Apts,, C~314, on City line Ave.). Vhat would you
most like to have people understand about adoption? There will
be a reporter at the liay meeting who would be interested in this,
(He won't use names,)

Please noto that there are old members whose dues are due again
and new people we've corrssponded with who haven®t yet sent in a
check (for $8). "Je are going to have to be dropping names from
our mailing list if dues are not paid. (This doesn't apply to the
people in other organizations that we share our newsletter with.)

LCCAL AFD I'ATIOHAL ADCPFTICE 1TSS

There will be an all-day adoption conference in Paltimore on June
12, 'e heard recently that one of the people involved in organi-
zing this was a psychiatrist and an adoptive father before anyone
bothered to tell him that he himself was an adoptee. "Adoption
and Beyond IT" will be held at The Friends' School, 5114 ', Charles
St.y Falitimore 21210 from 9:30 ~ 3530, Cne of the seven workshops
will center around how teen-age girls and their adoptive parents
deal with sexuwality, another on identity struggles, and others on
the search, uwnsealing the records, how kids should be told about
adoption, etc. The group sponsoring this conference is called The
Adoption Connection Exchange (¢/o lid, Conference of Soccial Concern,
22 W, 25th St.s Caltimore, lld,), Drop & note to the Adoption Forum
1f you'd like to car pool from Philadelphia or S¢., Jersay.

Adoptees in Search (Colorado) has designed a way for greoups all
around the country to share the birth dates and birth placss of
paople looking for relativos, Unless you make a note to the con-
trary on our new membership form, you will be part of this national

registry,

Joan Sommers has heen spealiding to groups of prospective adoptive
parents in llew Jersey, and Fenny Callan Partridge Joined her at

ona of these neetings recently....Rarbara LeClerq and Fernny met
with two divisions of the Velfare Department of Philadelphia: Adop-
tion and Services to Unmarried Parents. In both cases, it was at
the request of a social worker that we shared our experiences and

ideas,

At our i'arch mtg. we heard from an 18 year old who recently located
her birth mother, She had beon tired of having her adoptive parents
say she was "turning out just like (her) mother," so she insisted
that they stop this and also that they tell hexr her birth mother's
namo, Cur nouths were hanging open in admiration when we thought of
how scared and muddle-headecd '8 were at eighteen.,

The liarch issue of Social Work contains an article by Sorosky, Baran
and Pannor, who are studying adoptees who have had reunions with
birth relatives, In this article, they urge a consideration of
open adoption, "in vwhich the birth parents mcet the adoptive parents;

participate in the separation and placement

preecess, relirquish all legal, moral, and
BER nurturing rights to the child, but retain

the right to continuing contact and to lnow-

lodge of the child's whereabouts and wellare,”
They say, "it is difficult to lmow why a process as final and irre-
versible as the traditional relingquishment and adojtion was so little
questioned by professionals in the field," And they describe tradi-
tional Fawaian adoptions, in which the chiid "beldnged to two fami-

2§53




B e 4 A s it ake sy b e s

2

- (R T
. Asewddiat -t‘-‘é' duoe to U‘- AR A ’w
L) An doptod whio has WELUEGR ATl ve11m1 v £ee vvos o yonse Lrom

Tanneesod Jocently wrote, "My search is over and sucassuful! ..,

My :eal mothcr dicd at the age of 27 when I wuy 8. Uy zricdwotbex

-Lald me that I could ceme stay with her anyiime. Ffue also said

shat she praycd I would hocoms curdous about my real fimily snd -
neped I would call one day. She said she cried and worvied about

wa Tor 27 yenrs, She had tried to rcach me 2150,

-

News Flashi

T An adeptee in New wcr=Qf had her raconds opaned for bor this
fall by & Judge who cengidered it her legal right to se0 tlemi, 499
would be glad to be centactod by sdeptess uho iicra adorted du Mew
Jersey. Let us know if yew'd dike her nautio and wrambor.

Mew Projects - '

We are asking everyons who finds a new~cld relative to fill
out a questionnaire so that we can sse wnat mesthsds of searching
have brougnt results, We think this will be useful {o poople =till
searching or just beginning searchss, :

We are also setting up a file of peoplys lookinag for bii’h rela-
tives or children given up (now at lzast 16), This will inciude
informetion pertinent to the birth, may help us put paople trgw-
ther whoss ssarches ars similar, end might even zeive to reunlta
people looking for each other,

v AR,
Ch

s,

TR

We now have a scrapbook that people can peruse at meetings., It
you have copies of elippirgs or articles pertaining to adeption
which we could add to our scrapbock, pleasa mxil them in or biting
then to a mesting,
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Have vcu »*e0C ras
1 The 4ssrch Tor Amma Fichor, by Florones Fichor (Fawestt paper—

- - back)? - e .
kw - ... 2, Twice Barn, by Betly Jean Lifton (Molraw H311)? L e s e
preTT—TT o 3, %o articles on adoptees searching in Janusry's Psycholeey
Tﬁﬁa??

a story about ons of cur members in the January Paje.
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Havo you writtan ~,.
! s LI you've hed 2 rounion, please write to

Adoption Ressarch Project
* Box 49309
Los Angeles, Calif, 90CL9,

™ SR 3 S LS SR .»...L.:....L.LA_;:..A:-—-..U

If you're an zdoptee willing to spend a couplo hours with
wiitten psychological tests, please writs to

Dr. William & ynolds

Psychology Dept., Queons Gollisge
g City Univ, of ew York

;f . Flushirg, NY

e dnendsarmal

We heard Dr. Reynolds malte a preliminarvy repoirt ci his
11nd1ngs at the January AILMA meeting, Intcrosting, valuwablas,
Pleara contyibute,

’ Watah us!

; Cn Mondsy night, Febmary 9, at 6:30 p,m, on Charnol 12, the
Adoption Forwn of Philadelphiia will be presenting a hair hour »ro-
gram that wo wrote and preduced ourselves. This is through WilL's
Taka 12 series in which community greups taka ovar and prosent wiat

b thoy want the way they want it. Please wuich and leb us know what

you thinlk,

v

‘ Dabole Stolinberg and

Penny Calilsn Partiidga, .

e

. . - Coordinators, Adcptisn Faswn
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