
AIS NEUJSLETTER 
" 

A d o p t e e s  i n  S e a r c h  B ~ t h e s a a ,  I'ild* Sumncr 1975 

k l S  GENERAL NELiS: -- - -" - 
What ' s  new? An ASS t e l e p h o n e !  Cal l  A15 a t  656-8555. Look f o r  an 

AIS l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  y e l l o w  p a g e s  u n d e r  s o c i a l .  s e r v i c ~  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h i s  f e l l .  
De l ive ry  o f  new yellme p a g e s  d i r s c t o r i c s  b e g i n s  O c t o b e r  3. 

A t t o r n e y  S e v e r l y  P e a r s o n  i s  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n c o r p o r z t i n g  
AIS a s  a n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z h t i o n .  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  h e s  many l e g a l  b e n e f i t s ,  S i n c ~  
A15 w i l l  be a l o b b y  For s t a t e  and  n s t . i G n a l  a d o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  we can n o t  b e  
t ax  exempt .  Our s t a t u s  u i l l  be  s i m i l a r  t o  t h ~ t  of  t h e  Loague o f  Woman V o t e r s .  

AIS was r e p r ~ s e n t e d  a t  t;I.~o 52nd a n n ~ a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  Rmer ic~n  
O r t h o p s y c h i a t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1a.te Cilarch es a g u e s t  o f  Dr. A r t h u r  S o s o s k y ,  He . 
r e p o r t e d  on t h e  k d o p t i o n  S t ~ l d y  P r o j a c t  u h i c h  i s  a s t u d y  i n v o l v i n g  one h u n d r e d  
a d u i t  a d a p t e e s  who h a v ~  s u c c e s s f u l L y  c o m p l e t e d  s e 2 r c h e s  and  h a v e  had r e u n i o n s  tui.t!i 
t h e i r  b . io logj .ca1  r c l a t i v ~ s ~  Several rfi~rnbars o f  A!S have  t a h n  p a r t  i n  t h e  r idopti .on 
S t u d y  P r o j e c t  by a n s w e r i n g  ex t . ens iv .e  q u e s t i o n a i r e s  a b o u t  t h e i r  a d o p t i v e  a x p ~ r i u n c ~ s .  

'Tn@ C h i l d  UeiFare League  o f  Arrlerica L ; \as u j r i t t en  i;o AiS a s k i n y  
f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  o t h e r  a d o p t i o n  a c t i v i s t  g r o u p s  a c r o s s  
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  CSLA r e g r o s e n t s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f'our h u n d r e d  a d o p t i o n  agencies i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  h a s  b e ~ f l  a d a m z n t l y  o p p o s e d  t o  o p e n i n g  of t h e  s e a l e d  r e c o r d e  

R o b e r t a  Hoss c o n t . z c t e d . . J e i n  Whi t e  of  t h e  Washinclton -- P o s t  znd s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  an a r t i c l e  on a d o p t i o n  would ba o f  i n t e r e s t ,  After  a q r e a t  d e a l  o f  r o s a a r c h ,  
Jean Ulhj.te w r o t e  "Adop tees :  O p e ~ ~ i n g  New Doors  o r  a F ; a n d o r a t s  Box". This '  we l l  ~ ~ i t t e ~ ,  
l e n g t h y  a r t i c l e  a p F e a i e d  i n  t h e  hlay 11 ,,t.,-, e 'a lhin&on - --- P o s t .  AIS h a s  r e c e i v o d  many 
i n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  o u r  o r y a n i z a t i a n  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  I t  would seem t h a t  
t h e r e  is  much j.nkei.ost i n  many a s p e c t s  o f  adopt io r , ,  HIS i n t e n d s  t o  increase  p u b l i c  
awareness o f  p r e s e n t  a d o p t i o n  p r a c t i c e  a n d  l aws  by c o n t a c t i n g  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
n e w  media  and  s u ( 3 g ~ s t i t i g  t h a t  t h e y  d o  i n - d e p t h  s t o r i e s  on t h e  many f aces  o f  adopl; , ion,  

S u s a n  L s r s o n  a n d  Hoberta Ross  were members o f  a p a n e l  o f  a d o p t e e s  a t  
a Montgomery County  A d u l t  E d ~ ~ c a t i o n  c l a s s  f o r  a d n p t i v a  p a r e n t s  i n  i k y .  AIS h o p e s  
t o  f o s t e r  u n o e r s t a n d i n g  and  E n c o u r e g e  d i a l o g u e  be tween  a d o p t e c s  and a d o p t i v ~  p a r e n t u ,  
A15 h a s  had  r e q u e s t s  t o  o ~ g a n i z o  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  u o r s h o p s .  Are you, i n t e r e s t e d ?  
u o u l d  you l i k e  t o  t a l k  w i t  a d o p t e e s ,  s o c i a l  u o r k e r s ,  o t h e r  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s ,  laujysrs? 
As a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  ars ycu i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  l e g a l  r i g h t s  o f  y o u r  c h i l d  (who w i l l  
become an a d u l t  some d a y ) ?  F l e a s o  l e t  u s  h a a r  From you. 

Ti-le Eurcau of  i.Jatioria1 A f f z i r s  w i s h e s  t o  i n f o r m  l a w y e r s  encjssed i n  
p r i v a t e  dnrnesLic rs1atir:ns p r a c t i c ~ s  and i n  lec,.;ll a i d  - s o c i e t i e s  z b o u t  A T S ; .  The 
Bureau  w i . 1 1  i t  a n  a r t i c l ~  wh ich  w i l l  zppoar i n  t h e i r  o r y a n i z a t i o n a l  p u b 1 i c : a t i o n .  

AIS LEG ISLGTIVE IifL'S -- - -" - 
The subcon imi t t eo  on C h i l d r e n  and Youth w i l l  b e  h o l d i n g  h e a r i n g s  on  

a d o p t i o n  and  F o s t e r  c a r e  t h i s  summer, On A p r i l  28-29, t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  h e l d  a 
h e a r i n g  on Baby S e l l i r l g ,  5 e v ~ r a l  l a u y e r s ,  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  and  t h e  Chi3.d W o l f a r e  
League of America were a s k e d  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t h e  n e a r i n g .  iuo a d o p t e ~ s  ware asked 
t o  t e s t i f y .  S u s a n  L a r s c n  u t k e n d c d  t h e  A p r i l  2 9  t ~ e a r i n g  and s u b m i t t e d  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  S e n a t o r  Alan C r z n s t o n  and s z v c r a l  o t h e r  s e n a t o r s  h a v e  d r a f t o d  t h e  
A d o p t i o n  B i l l  o f  1 9 7 5 ,  i t  is t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  AIS t h e t  t h e  o p i n i c n s  and a t t i t u d e s  
o f  a d o p t e d  a d u l t s - t h o s e  who h a v e  l i \ . led  ad0p t io t . 1 ;  ~uho r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  n f  t h o  a d o p t i v e  
a x p e r i e n c e ;  u h o s e  l i v e s  h a \ ~ e  been  g o v e r n e d  by  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  and  p a l i c i c s  o f  a d o p t i o n -  
s h o u l d  he t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i a e r ~ t i o n  b e f o r e  d r a f t i n g  1 e g i s l a t ; i o n .  f t ~ e  f a c t  t h a t  n o  
a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  uas a s k a d  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g s  u n d c r s c o r c s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
are  marly p e o p l e  t o  c o n s i d e r  i n  e r j o p t i o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  uho is 
c o n s i d e r e d  l a s t  i f  a t  a l l ,  Aslcino d an  adopt.^^ whar. a d o p t i o r ~  is 1 1   bout i s  a v e r y  
now i d a a  among t h e  p o l i c y  rnalcars. k:ow Comu? i i I S  i n t ~ n d s  t o  f o l l o w  t h o  a c t i v i t i a s  
of t h e  s t ~ b c o m m i t t e o  and h o p e f 1 ~ 1 t . y  o f f e r  ti.stirncn;' a t  upco;nino h e a r i n g s .  

I n  C h i c a g o ,  ' f t . s t ~ r d a y ~ s  Ct!iLdr!?n 112s f i 1 ~ d  a  c l a s s  a c t i o n  s u i t  i n  
the f e d e r a l  c o u r t  o f  Nor . thern  111i r io is  a g a i n s t  t,hs p r a c t i c e  o f  s e a l e d  records. 



A I S  NEUSLETTER Summer 1975 

At to rney  P a t  Murphy-who is  r o s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w i n n i n g  t h e  S t a n l o y  d e c i s i o n  ( S t a n l e y  
v s ,  1 J . l i n o i s ) - i s  p r o s a n t i n g  t h e  case f o r  Y e s t c r d a y t s  C h i l d r e n .  T h i s  case c o u l d  b e  
a p p e a l e d  t o  t h o  Supreme Court; qntl h a v e  n a t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  The case i s ' b e i n g  
t r i e d  on  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  s e a l e d  r o c o r d s  i n f r i n q e  on t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  
t h e  a d o p t e d  pa r son  a s  s t a t e d  ill t h e  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s ,  s p e c i F i c a l l y  t h e  F i r s t ,  F i r t h ,  
Ninth a n d  F o u r t e e n t h  amendments  o f  t h e  U,S. C o n s t i t u t i o n .  nloney t o  pay  t h e  a t t o r n e y ' s  
Peas and c o u r t  c o s t s  are  b e i n g  r a i s e d  t h r o u g h  c : o n t r i b u t i o n s  by  a d o p t e e s  and o t h e r  
i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  may be s e n t  to :  

Y e s t a r d a y ' s  C h i l d r e n  
Bax 1554 
EvansLon,  I l l i n o i s  60201 

AXS is i n  t o u c h  w i t h  o t h e r  a d o p t i o n  a c t i v i s t  g r o u p s  ac ross  t h e  c o u n t r y  
i n  an e f f o r t  t o  o r g a n i z e  s g r o u p  r e s p a n s e  t a  c o n g r e s s i a n z l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  C a l l  i t  
lobby ing,  T o g u t h e r  uc can and must be h e e r d !  Uha t  i d e a s  d o  you have? T h e r a  i s  
no f e d e r a l  z d o p t i o n  law. A d o p t i o n  l a u s  v a r y  From s t a t e  t o  s t a t c ,  t i t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  
we n e e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  powers  t h a t  be r e g a r d i n g  c h a n g e  i n  a d o p t i o n  p o l i c y ,  especially 
t h a  sea led  r e c o r d ,  S e a r c h  is d i f f i c u l t ,  a t  b e s t .  Leks  g e t  t h o s e  r e c o r d s  o p e n ,  
Do you, a d o p t a e s  have a m o d i c a l  h i s t o r y ?  Do you have y o u r  o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t a ?  
Do you know y o u r  nzme? If n o t ,  why n o t ?  

Sga rch  workshops  o f f e r  mut.ual assistants i n  s e a r c h  t e c h n i q u e s  a l o n g  
u i t h  c o u n s o l i n a  - on wha t  Lo s a y  t o  whom, urhen; eke, Thoy can make an e x t r c m e I y  
d i f f i c u l - t  task eas ie r .  M~r ;~bers  r ~ f  i iIS uha  have  successfully s c a r c h e d  and  had  
r e u n i o n s  w i t h  b i r t h  r e l a t i v e s  w i l l  a s s i s t  new s e a r c h e r s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a member 
OF t h e  N a t i o n a l  G e n s o l o g i c a l .  s o c i e t y  has o f f e r e d  her: a s s i s t a n c e .  A search 
urarkshop w i l l .  be h e l d  T u a s d a y ,  J u l y  1 a t  8:OU p,m6. Members s h o u l d  c a l l  656-8555 
f o r  t h e  l oca t i on  a n d  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  Lhs wori<shop. 

EDUCATION: 
-.__II-- 

N ~ i t , h o r  t h e  Na t iona l  Center f o r  H e a l t h  Statistics, t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t n r  
f o r  S o c i a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  n o r  t h e  u.S. C ~ ~ S L I S  Bureau can f u r n i s h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
numbers  af  a d u l t  z d o p t e a s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  Howaver, inForrnal estimates o f  t h e  pop- 
u l a t i o n  of a d o p e a s - c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s - r a n g e  f rom f i v e  t o  n i n e  m i l l i o r i ,  The 
l o w e r  b ~ i ~ n d  c s t ima tes ,  F i v e  m i l l i o n ,  is  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2.5 p e r c e n t  OF t h e  t o t a l  
American p o p u l a t i o n  

Ths AIS NELSLETTER is  p u b l i s h e d  by  Hdop toes  i n  S a a r c h ,  F.0, Box 41019, B e t h o s d a ,  
Mary land  20014. C o o r d i n a t o r s :  Robarta Ross and S u s a n  Larsen, 



A I S  NEWSLETTER 
Adoptees I n  Search, Inc. Betiiesda , Md . F a l l  1976 

I AIS GENERAL NEIJS 
AIS has r o w  t o  the extent t h a t  i t  must include business w i t h  pleasure! General 

meetings w i  11 57 egin a t  7: 30 p.m., w i t h  AIS business, followed by coffee-and-conversation-- 
sometimes w i t h  a speaker. 

GEi iERAL I ~ E E T I ~ ~ G S :  September 14 ,  October 5, November 9 ,  December 14 (optional ). 
7: 30 p.m. (Tuesday evenings) . Bethesda Branch Library, 7400 Arlington Rd., Bethesda, 19d. 
20ill4. Meeting Rooni ( U ) .  

Tuesday Qptember 14. Discussion: By-laws , ar t ic les  of i ncorporatiori, financial report, 
adoption issues atid general business. 

SEARCH W0Rl:StIOPS: October 12 ,  November 30. 
7:30np.m. (Tuesday evenings). 7111 Fa i r fax  Rd., Bethesda, Md. 20014 
I f  you are considering search, b u t  are n o t  yet  committed; i f  you are a beginner o r  are 
already i n  process; i f  you have completed a search--come to a search workshop. Workshops 
will be conducted according to need. I t  i s  essential t h a t  you be an AIS member over 
eighteen years of age, and adopted, to attend search v~orksliops! 

On Nednesday, August 4 ,  Chic Engleking interviewed Roberta Ross on - WGTS (91.9 FM) 
program "Perspectives on Health," produced by the Washington Adventist Hospital . During 
their discussion, Chic mentioned t h a t  when lie was a boy, he would tease his s i s t e r  by 
tel l ing her the worst t h i n g  that he could think o f , ,  . that she was adopted! Of course, she 

1 was - n o t  adopted. B u t  i t  does give one food for t h o u g h t .  Adoption often appears t o  have a 
I 

I 
negative image. For example, adop t ion  is  no t  the f i r s t  clioice of most couples contemplating 

I 
I 

parenthood. t4ost nonadopted persons i n d i c z  t h a t  they are glad they were - n o t  adopted. Most 
adoptees would choose no t  t o  have been adopted. What's wrong w i t h  adoption?? 

t 
I 

Fred Fisk d i d  a group interview of AIS members Carl Susinno, Rosemary Doud, Terry Elton, 
Roberta Ross and Tom A1 len on - WLiiIC (1260 4 8 1 )  program "Empathy. " The topic? Adoptees i n  

I 
I search! 
1 

I Roberta Ross and Tom Allen led a discussion i n  Columbia on September 3 before a 
Parenthood Through  Adopt ion meeting. Sherald Reagle, program chai rnlan of tl-ris growing 
adoptive parent organization, indicated t h a t  tlia group was seeking answers t o  why' adoptpes 
searcfi, how search m i g h t  a f fec t  the111 as adoptive parents, and  how to understand the neeu 
to search for origins. 

Aniy Eisinan interviewed AIS members Roberta Ross, Tom Allen and Linda Helms and others 
( a d o p t i o n  agencies, adoptive parents) regarding the work of AIS and i t s  function, and the 
problerr~ of sealed records, adoptee's r ights,  and search, for a l~lotir,gomery County Sentinel 
a r t i c l e  on Thursday, September 2. 

I t  was the feeling' of some AIS members t h a t  the term "reunion," which i s  used by many 
adoptees t o  symboli re the cul~nination of a search, nay be misleading; t h a t  "reunion" connotes 
a meeting of adoptee w i t h  birth mother wi t11  open arms and a long los t ,  a t  l a s t  together 
affect .  Is i s  possible t h a t  this  idea exists more i n  the minds of nonadoptees, i n  the sense 
of how i t  o u g h t  t o  be, and perhaps i n  the ininds of adoptees as a fantasy of how i t  might be? 
I f  the adoptee i s  actual 1y searching for origi ns--for an ileredi t a ry  history, for  information 
pertaining t o  the circumstances of his conception and birth, and  i f  he does not or cannot 
remember ever h a v i n g  known his birth parent(s) ,  i s  "reunion" the r i g h t  word? Judi Folkenberg 
has compiled a l i s t  of terms wnich m i g h t  be preferred to "reunion," and i t  i s  on f i l e  a t  
the AIS office.  She researched synonyins f o r  contact, encounter, meeting, etc.  One word 
which appears t o  reuresent the experience i s  confrontation, b u t  i t  does have a negative 
conno ta t i on .  tlow abou t  the term confimiation? The act  of confirming or  the s t a t e  of  being 
confirmed. To establish the t r u t h ,  accuracy, validi ty,  or  genuineness o f :  corroborate; 
verify; to acknowledge w i t h  definite assurance; t o  s e t t l e  o r  establish firmly.. . . The searcher 
i s  the confi malid--a candidate for confirmation. 

dismissed by a Federal Distr ict  c o u r t  judge. Judge btc~i l ian ruled that the issue was 
s t r i c t l y  a s t a t e  matter t o  be decided by s t a t e  courts. I n  May, the United States Court of 
Appeals ordered a ttiree judge federal panel t o  hear the c iv i l  r ights .  s u i t ,  i n  which they are 
seeking t o  overturn, as unconsti t u t i  ] n i l ,  an I l l ino is  court order t h a t  allows a l l  records in 
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an adopt ion  t o  be permanently sealed. P a t r i c k  Murphy, t he  a t t o r n e y  f o r  Yesterdays Ch i ld ren ,  
s a i d  t h a t  t he  s u i t ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k ind ,  has n a t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  because 45 o u t  o f  50 
s t a t e s  have r e g u l a t i o n s  s i m i  1 a r  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  11 1 i n o i s .  

ALFlA i s  b r i n g i n g  a s i m i l a r  s u i t  i n  New York s t a te .  Several  A I S  members,adopted i n  
c_. 

New York, a re  p lann ing  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  Please send cont t ' ibu t ions  t o  .--- ALMA, P.O. Box 154, 
Washington B r idge  S ta t i on ,  New York, N& York. 10033. 

Robert  Riiodes, a f i f t y  y e a r  o l d  adoptee, was re fused  access t o  h i s  medical  h i s t o r y ,  
by a Queens Co. (NY) Surrogate Court ,  i n s p i t e  o f  w e l l  documented and es tab l i shed  need 
f o r  t h i s  in for rnat ion,  i .e. advancing age and demands o f  h e a l t h  insurance f i r m s .  M r .  Rhodes 
i s  w o r k i ~ ~ g  towards tnaki ng Surrogate d i sc losu res  mandatory as vs .  d i  sc re t i o r i a ry  on medical  
app l i ca t i ons .  l ie has w r i t t e n  t o  A I S  ask ing  f o r  suppor t  i n  t he  f o l l o w i n g  areas. 1 . ) " I  need 
some anrnuni t i o n  on medical  requirements o f  adop-tees t h a t  were denied them and t he  
consequences t o  t h e  adoptee, h i s  f am i l y ,  t l i e  community, and s t a t e  costs. .  . .I' 2.) ". . .support  
w i  t n  l c t t e r - v f r i  t t i n g ,  etc., t o  t he  NYState Temporary Commission on Chi I d  Ne l f a re ,  Senator 
Joseph P. P i san i ,  Chairman, Albany, 4 . .  12224, advocat ing Senator A l b e r t  L e w i s ' b i l l  t o  
open records t o  a1 1 adoptecs upon t h e i r  reach ing age 18 years.  a Robert  Rhodes ' address: 
P h i l l i p  Kearney & Assoc., 100-151 223rd. S t . ,  Queens V i l l age ,  N.Y. 11429. 

A I S  SEARCII NCI;IS 
I Nine o u t  o f  - t e n  A I S  workshop p a r t i c i p a n t s  have been success fu l !  ldho a re  they? A I S  

has done a search r o f i l e .  O f  ten searchers, a t t end ing  a t  l e a s t  t h ree  workshops, f rom 
August 1 9 7 5 m n u a r y  +- 976, t h e  average search took f o u r  r i~onths one week. Four o u t  o f  te t i  
searchers viere male. S i x  searchers were i n  t h e i r  twen t ies - - four  i n  t h e i r  t h i r t i e s - f o r t i e s .  
E i g h t  searchers were marr ied,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  1  c h i l d r e n .  Found: Parents--seven mothers, 

7 f o u r  f a t h e r s  (one n o t  su re ) ,  and f o u r  deceased parents; s i b l i n g s - - f i f t e e n ;  b i r t h  r e l a t i v e s - -  
srandparents, uncles and aunts, cousins. 
v 

~ r o r i  t h e  Adopt ion Forum o f  Ph i l ade lph ia  news le t te r :  ' I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  
a l though sot:~e adoptees f e e l  t h a t  i t  would have been b e t t e r  i f  t h e i r  'searc l ies '  had taken 
LONGER, none t h a t h e  know a r e  s o r r y  t h a t  t i ley  d i d  searcli--even those t h a t  found a b i r t h  
paren t  dead o r  i n  d i f f i c u l t  circumstances. People a r e  r e l i e v e d  t o  be dea l i t i g  w i t h  r e a l i t y .  
The most common r e g r e t  i s  t io t  be ing  ab le  t o  t e l l  one's adop t i ve  parents .  I I 

The b i r t h  d a t e j b i r t h  r e g i s t r y  exchange which was proposed by - A I S  i n  Colorado, has n o t  
ma te r i a l i zed .  The idea  was t o  p rov ide  f o r  a  b i r t h  r e g i s t r y  exchange system between 
adopt ion  a c t i v i s t  o rga t i i za t ions ,  i n  o rder  i l l a t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  one group would a l l o w  f o r  
exposure to o t h e r  group r e g i s t r i e s ,  thereby enhancing t l i e  chance o f  a  matcliup! Perhaps 
e can a t  l e a s t  e s t a b l i s h  an East coast  exchange. \ h a t  ideas have you?. 

I f  you know o f  a  b i r t h  mother o r  adoptee i n t e r e s t e d  i~i r e g i s t e r i n g  i n  t h e  A I S  BIRTH - -- 
REGISTRY, t h e  f e e  i s  $2.50 a year .  Send a check and a sel f -addressed,  stamped envelope -. 
t f l n n d  r e c e i v e  a r e g i s t r y  form. We ask o n l y  f o r  i n f o r i na t i on  known t o  bo th  t he  adoptee 
and h i s  parents :  b i r t h  date, sex, p lace  o f  b i r t h .  The u l t i m a t e  success o f  any r e g i s t r y  i s  

--. - . . -. . . - - d e p e n den t o n t t h e  . n  umb e r o f pa r t i . c w k s r 2 e  . i-f-t-er'!--!----. ,----.---....-,-., -9- --.--__, - .* 
~ b p - t a ? l e d l r u t h  Seekers I n  Adopt ion I 1  l i n o i s )  i s  i n  t h e  process o f  p u t t i n g  

toge ther  a  magazine ( cove r ing  o n l y  I 1  1  i n o i s  and Wisconsin) which w i  11 a1 low adoptee's and 
b i r t h  parents  t o  a d v e r t i s e  f o r  each o t h e r  by b i r t h d a t e  $ool ings.  A I S  i s  t o  r e c e i v e  a 

CC___._-^- --- -- --..----.I., - ..--.. ^.-. C--II---~C--------I---.-.-~---- ---.. 
---.--/ 

- A I S  members have worked toge ther  on compi l i ng  a search k i t ,  wl i ich i nc ludes  a 
two page o u t l i n e ,  ". . .which may h e l p  you t o  search more e f f i c i e n t l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y ! "  
However, i t  i s  n o t  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  search \vorkshops. I f  o u t  o f  town members w ish  t he  

lease send a sel f -addressed,  staniped envelope (&x11) and -indicate "search k i t .  #I 

EDLICATION . . - i s  adopt ion? And what i s  i t  t h a t  may be considered t o  be  the  e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  
between t he  notiadopted and the  adopted expdr ience? The answers t o  these quest ions  rnay be 
i nhe ren t  i n  t he  very  d d f i n i  t i o n  of the  terrn adopt ion.  For example, adopt ion  i s ,  I I . . .a terrn 
i n  l a w  f o r  t l i e  a c t  o f  c r e a t i n g  the l e g a l  r i ! l a t i onsh ip  o f  paren t  and c h i l d  when i t  d i d  n o t  
e x i s t  n a t u r a l l y .  " I n  s o c i a l  te rns ,  t he  adopted c h i l d  belotigs by b i r t h  t o  one k i n s h i p  
group, bu t ,  " ... acquii-es new k i n s h i p  t i e s  t h a t  a re  s o c i a l l g d e f i n e d  as e q u i v i l e n t  t o  t he  
congcni t a l  t i e s  . " Raytnond and Dywasuk s t a t e  t ha t ,  ". ..adoption i s  an a r t i f i c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  
and i t  c rea tes  f a m i l i e s  i n  at1 a i - t i f i c i a l  way. " From these d e f i n i t i o n s  i t  i s  apparent  t h a t  
adopt ion i s  a process which a r t i f i c i a l l y  creates,  i n t i m a t e l y  resembles, and i s  e q u i v i  l e n t  
t o  t he  nonadopt ive parent -ch i  I d  l e g a l  and k i n s h i p  t i e s .  
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