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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR: Between a l l  
o f  u s ,  w e  r e c e i v e  many, many news- 
l e t t e r s  from o t h e r  groups  around t h e  
c o u n t r y  which make f o r  e x c e l l e n t  
r e a d i n g .  A l o t  of t i m e  and work i s  
invo lved  i n ' e v e n  t h e  smallest o f  
these l e t t e r s ,  and a l l  are i n t e r e s t -  

1 i n g  and i n f o r m a t i v e .  Please a s k  t o  
I see some a t  o u r  mee t ings ,  we are g l a d  

t o  s h a r e .  

I n  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r  t h i s  month, I a m  
d e v o t i n g  a space  t o  j u s t  t h a t ;  news- 
l e t t e r s  from a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
We can  u s e  many i d e a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  
these p u b l i c a t i o n s  and l e a r n  much 
by r e a d i n g  o f  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  
Some of the  a r t i c les  and p o e t r y  i s  
b e a u t i f u l  and i n s p i r i n g  and makes 
m e  wish f o r  some of t h e  same i n  o u r  
own n e w s l e t t e r .  

I hope t h a t  a l l  you a s p i r i n g  a u t h o r s  
and p o e t s  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  t ime t o  do- 
n a t e  something t o  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r .  
I n  t h i s  case, we'd c e r t a i n l y  l i k e  
t o  keep  up w i t h  t h e  J o n e s e s q .  A 
n e w s l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  o n l y  by one p e r -  
son  can  f e f l e c t  o n l y  one p o i n t  o f  
view,  which cou ld  be r a t h e r  l i m i t -  
i n g .  The b e s t  pub3. icat ions c o n t a i n  
a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  by many d i f f e r e n t  
i d e a s  and v i ewpo in t s .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
matter i f  your  grammar o r  s p e l l i n g  
i s  l e s s  t h a n  p e r f e c t ,  i f  you 've  on- 
l y  j u s t  g o t t e n  s t a r t e d  w i th  o u r  - - 

group ,  o r  suddenly  developed a " p e t  
you 'd  l i k e  t o  t a l k  
wri$e it down and 

hand it i n .  You 
3 can be  a 

pub l i shed  
writer; and 

see your  
name i n  

r-I . 1 , p r i n t !  

SEARCH, THE HOW-TO ( C o n ' t  from l a s t  
month 

The n e x t  meet ing you a t t e n d ,  t a k e  
a l l  o f  your  i n f o r m a t i o n  a l o n g ,  I t  
i s  h e l p f u l  t o  have a l l  t h e  informa- 
t i o n  i n  f r o n t  o f  you t o  r e fe r  t o  s o  
w e  can b e t t e r  h e l p  you,  

If you have somehow managed t o  f i n d  
a name -- your  b i r t h  name o r  your  
m o t h e r ' s  maiden name, you may have 
l i g h t e n e d  your  work c o n s i d e r a b l y .  
Even i f  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  was 
j u s t  g o s s i p  o r  h e a r s a y ,  d o n ' t  d i s -  
c a r d  a n y t h i n g  u n t i l  you have check- 
e d  it o u t .  Write t o  t h e  Department 
of  Vi ta l  Records i n  Lansing and a s k  
f o r  ( y o u r )  b i r t h  ce r t i f i ca t e  under  
t h a t  name. Give them t h e  name, d a t e  
of b i r t h ,  c i t y  and county  o f  your  
b i r t h ,  b u t  n o t  your  a d o p t i v e  name, 
o r  any mention o f  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  you 
were adop ted .  - u s u a l l y  w i t h i n  two 
o r  three  weeks y o u ' l l  g e t  e i t h e r  
y o u r  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  a l e t t e r  
e x p l a i n i n g  why t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  send 
i t .  

If t h e  l e t t e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  s imply  
d i d n ' t  have enough i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
t r y  t o  g e t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  
d o n ' t  g i v e  up u n t i l  o r  u n l e s s  t h e y  
a c t u a l l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d  h a s  
been s e a l e d .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  are 
some o t h e r  ways you can  check on 
t h a t  name. 

Look f o r  t h a t  name i n  t e l e p h o n e  
books ,  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  and Bressers 
i n  t h e  y e a r  and c i t y  i n  which you 
were bo rn .  Sometimes a few d i s c r e e t  
phone c a l l s  can  g i v e  you some i d e a s  
on " l i k e l y  c a n d i d a t e s " .  Look f o r  a 
woman o f  approximate  a g e ,  p h y s i c a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  o r  background.  Any 
i n f o r m a t i o n  you have abou t  your  
b i o l o g i c a l  mother may be h e l p f u l .  

( C O N ' T  NEXT MONTH) 
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I NEWS FROM A DISTANCE: 

From AIS (Adoptees i n  Sea rch ,  I n c .  
o f  Bethesda,  Maryland) Joanne S m a l l  
has been nominated by HEW S e c r e t a r y  
Joseph  C a l i f a n o  t o  s e r v e  on t h e  mod- 
e l  Adoption L e g i s l a t i o n  and Proced- 
u r e s  Advisory Pane l .  The establish- 
ment o f  t h i s  Pane l  was a u t h o r i z e d  
by T i t l e  11, Adoption O p p o r t u n i t i e s  
of the  Abuse P r e v e n t i o n  and Treat- 

I ment and Adoption Reform A c t  of 1 9 7 8 .  

The l a w  r e q u i r e s  t h e  Pane l  propose  
model a d o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  no l a t e r  t h a n  August 11, 
1 9 7 9 .  A s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  Chap te r ,  t h e  
P a n e l ' s  purpose  s h a l l  be t o ,  ". .ad- 
v i s e  and assist t h e  S e c r e t a r y  i n  t h e  
rev iew of c u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  p rac-  
t i ces  and laws r e l a t i n g  t o  a d o p t i o n ,  
w i th  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e i r  ef- 
f e c t  of f a c i l i t a t i n g  o r  impeding t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  s u i t a b l e  a d o p t i v e  homes 
f o r  c h i l d r e n  who would b e n e f i t  by a- 
d o p t i o n  and t h e  comple t ion  of s u i t -  
a b l e  a d o p t i o n s  f o r  such c h i l d r e n ,  11 

Joanne i s  s e r v i n g  on t h e  Sub-commit- 
tee  on Adoption Hear ing I s s u e s .  A 
major  area o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h i s  
Subcommittee i s  Treatment  o f  Records ,  
S p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  posed were: S h o l ~ l d  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  rnalce p r o v i s i o n  f o r  
g i v i n g  a d u l t  adop tees  access t o  t h e  
r e c o r d s  o f  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n ,  malce sep-  
arate p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  a d o p t i o n s  t a k -  
i n g  p l a c e  b e f o r e  passage o f  open re-  
c o r d s  p r o v i s i o n s ,  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  
involvement  of b i o l o g i c a l  a n d / o r  a- 
d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s .  i f  an  adop tee  s e e k s  
access t o  r e c o r d s ,  e t c .  't the  end 
o f  f o u r  days  mee t ings ,  Joanne re-  
p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  Pane l  appea r s  t o  f a v o r  
open r e c o r d s  f o r  t h e  a d u l t  adop tee  
as w e l l  as t h e  b i r t h  and  a d o p t i v e  pa r -  
e n t s .  

The n e x t  se r i e s  o f  meet ings  w i l l  be- 
g i n  January  8-10 .  Joanne has  s e n t  
a l e t t e r  t o  a dozen o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  
adop t ion  a c t i v i s t  groups s e e k i n g  
t h e i r  i n p u t  i n t o  h e r  work w i t h  t h e  
P a n e l ,  

THE ADOPTION FORMAT & DIGEST, from 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  We have s e v e r a l  c o p i e s  
of t h e i r  f i r s t  " t r i a l  issue" ,  which 
I w i l l  g l a d l y  s h a r e  a t  o u r  meet ing.  
T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be 
h e l p f u l  and i n f o r m a t i v e  f o r  every-  
one .  Some e x c e r p t s  from t h e  paper :  

"This  p u b l i c a t i o n  was des igned as a 
means t o  g e t  t h e  word o u t  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  t h a t  WE E X I S T . . . t h a t  i n c l u d e s  
everyone;  g roups ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  - 
everyone who h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
s o c a l l e d  "d i s -p laced"  -- adop tees  , 
orphans ,  c h i l d r e n  s e p a r a t e d  by 
f ami ly  th rough  d i v o r c e  o r  d e a t h ,  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  c h i l d r e n ,  f o s t e r  
c h i l d r e n ,  war waifs, e t c . . . a n d  
families,  n a t u r a l  o r  a d o p t i v e ;  f o s t e r  
o r  whatever .  17 
"We would l i k e  t h i s  newspaper t o  "be 
a f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  a l l  p r i n t e d  news-. 
-by u n i t i n g  w e  can  produce a f i n e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  can  be a real  asset  
i n  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  r i g h t s .  t~ 

They are a lso  hoping t o  g e t  J e a n  
Paton o f  Orphan Voyage t o  wri te  her  
s t o r y  f o r  t h e  paper .  I ,  f o r  one 
would be i n t e r e s t e d .  

The AFED a l s o  w i l l  h e l p  s e a r c h  by 
p u b l i s h i n g  p e r s o n a l  a d s ,  ads  f o r  
search p a l s  wanted and v o l u n t e e r  
s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n t s  wanted. 

The AFED w i l l  a l s o  a c c e p t  a r t i c l e s  
f o r  t h e i r  paper  ... w i t h  r e q u i r e d  pe r -  
mi s s ion  from t h e  a u t h o r ,  o f  c o u r s e .  
They w i l l  a l s o  send  c o p i e s  t o  organ- 
i z a t i o n s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  newspapers,  
e t c . ;  . s o  send them names! Also t h e y  
w i l l  p u b l i s h  a l i s t  o f  g roups1  names 
and a d d r e s s e s  and w i l l  a c c e p t  ads  
from any group f o r  a fee.  



BOOKS 'N ARTICLES 

Ruth Carter S t a p l e t o n ' s  book, The -  his y e a r  has  s e e n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  and 
Exper ience  of I n n e r  Hea l ing  h a s  a most u s e f u l  changes i n  t h e  adop t ion  
mention of adop t ion  and a d o p t e e s  i n  f r o n t i e r .  No l o n g e r  are w e  s i t -  
t h e  f i rs t  c h a p t e r .  It d e a l s  w i t h  t i n g  a l o n e ,  l i k e  s o l i t a r y  beacons;  
i n f l u e n c e s  b e f o r e  b i r t h .  w e  have become a v a s t  network o f  

news, i n f o r m a t i o n  and h e l p  t o  each 
Did you c a t c h  t h e  August 1 4 t h  i s s u e  o t h e r .  No o t h e r  a c t i o n  can do s o  
of People  Magazine, where a u t h o r  much t o  change t h e  views o f  t h e  
James Michener d i s c u s s e s  h i s  l i f e  p u b l i c  and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
as a f o u n d l i n g ?  

I p e r s o n a l l y  t a l k e d  t o  a lawyer  
The Adoption T r i a n g l e ,  by Sorosky,  i n f o r m a l l y  abou t  h i s  views on adop- 
Baron and Panner ,  i s  s t i l l  one o f  t i o n .  What he  s a i d ,  i n  p a r t ,  w a s :  
t h e  b e s t  I ' v e  r e a d .  It l i s t s  case The a g e n c i e s ,  Judges  and Lawyers 
h i s t o r i e s ,  p e r s o n a l  t hough t s  from a r e n ' t  wor r i ed  a b i t  abou t  what 
a11 members o f  t h e  a d o p t i v e  t r i a n -  a d o p t i o n  groups  such as your s  can  
g l e  and i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  s o u r c e  o f  accompl i sh .  You're a l l  s o  busy 
in fo rma t ion  and enjoyment f o r  any- f i g h t i n g  amongst y o u r s e l v e s  t h a t  
one i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  youelve f o r g o t t e n  what t h e  r ea l  

f i g h t  i s  abou t !  The o n l y  way you 
w i l l  win i s  t o  u n i t e ;  and f i g h t  t h e  

CHAPTER NEWS b a t t l e  t o g e t h e r ,  S tc te  by S t a t e .  

Dor i s  Former was o u r  b i g  c e l e b r i t y  Well, I t h i n k  w e  have r e a l i z e d  t h ~ t ,  
t h i s  month, w i t h  h e r  p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  and t h e  r ea l  f i g h t  h a s  begun. We 
paper .  Seems s h e  was supposed t o  are j o i n i n g  f o r c e s ,  we've s topped  
be  on j u r y  du ty  and s i n c e  t h e y ' v e  worrying abou t  p r e s t i g e  and t h e  
g o t  ve ry  l i t t l e  p a r k i n g  down t h e r e ,  impor tance  o f  s e e i n g  o u r  name i n  
s h e  c a l l e d  t o  a s k  if s h e  cou ld  g e t  p r i n t .  We're f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  t o  
o u t  of it s i n c e  she  c a n q t  walk f a r .  t h e  r ea l  i s s u e s  and now w e ' l l  see 
When t h e  c o u r t  r e f u s e d ,  s h e  c a l l e d  some d i r e c t  a c t i o n .  There  are a 
t h e  p r e s s  t o  a sk  if she  cou ld  parlc i n  f e w  groups  h o l d i n g  o u t ,  b u t  when 
t h e i r  l o t ,  and it seems s h e  had EI t h e y  rea l ize  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  f i g h t -  
r e p o r t e r  f o l l o w i n g  h e r  around a l o t !  i n g  a l o n e  2nd see t h e  p r o g r e s s  made 
Great p i c t u r e ,  D o r i s !  i n  u n i t y ,  t h e y ' l l  j o i n  hands wi th  

t h e  r e s t  o f  u s .  
Gayle and Joanne went f o r  a r i d e  one 
Sunday t o  v i s i t  Peg R i c h e r ' s  new 

7 
Yes, t h e  new day has dawned and o u r  

t r a i l e r .  They c o u l d n ' t  remember - 
new tomorrow i s  h e r e .  b7e w i l l  see 

what r o a d ,  l a k e  o r  d i r e c t i o n  it was and h e l p  h i s t o r y  be ing  made i n  
i n ,  b u t  would you b e l i e v e  t h e y  1 9 7 9 .  
found it? Peg w a s n v t  even home, b u t  
t h e y  l e f t  a n o t e  anyway. 

Speaking of Peg R i c h e r ,  s h e ' s  go ing  
t o  be v i s i t i n g  h e r  b r ~ t h e r  o v e r  t h e  

"She i s  t h e  o t h e r  ha1.f o f  myse l f ,  as 
I a m  h a l f  of h e r .  We a r c ' i n d i v i s i b l e .  
I cannot  s t a y  where s h e  canno t  be .  
We have t o  go ,  wherever w e  go ,  t o -  
g e t h e r .  If I had neve r  d i s c o v e r e d  
h e r ,  if I d i d  n o t  know t h a t  s h e  ex- 
i s t e d ,  I c o u l d  have been h a l f  happy ... b u t  neve r  more t h a n  h a l f  a pe r son .  

- W i l l i a m  E .  Barrett 



PUR !l?EUWISION S T A R S , , , , , , ,  

On Monday, January 8, Peg' and Joanne appeared on Channel 13's 
"EXE~JITP~TESS AT NOON" show, It must have taken a l o t  of cour- 
age on Joanne's pa r t ' s i nce  not d l  o f  her family and fr iends 
know about her chi ld,  The s t a t ion  was very helpful ,  however, 
and agreed t o  photograph only from the back and wi th  the help 
o f  Peg's wig, I ' m  sure no one guessed who she was, 

Since t h i s  was the f i r s t  time we had a B i r t h  Xother on the media; 
It sure d idn ' t  

now I 'm get-Ling three o r  four a week, 

For  once, mos t  o f  the c a l l s  were from Bir-th-Parents, ItIany, many 
times the s a n k :  'themes vere repeated by -these women; the  Earrass- 
men* -they f e l t  they ?'ad recie'ved, the concern they s t i l l  had f o r  
the chi ld they had given up; and the r e l i e f  they f e l t  t h a t  'there 
was a group l i k e  ours where they could t a l k  and express t h e i r  
feel ings  f ree ly ,  

I a l s o  received three c a l l s  from adoptive parelits, which is  won- 
These people have much t o  gain from groups l i k e  ou r s ;  we 

can help them understand t h e i r  adoptive chi ld  through r e l a t ing  
our  experiences, Sta te  Law changes we p,Popose 1 unify and help 
agencies t o  help the parents,  and changes we propose wi th in  the 
agencies themselves v t i l l  serve t o  educate and smooth the path f o r  
be-t-ter understanding and cornrmica-Lion betxeen a l l  three members 
o f  the adoptjive tr iangle,  

Two o f  the c a l l s  f rom adoptive parents were supportive, one was 
To the  m a n  who shouted i n  my ear  f o r  f ive  minutes s t r a igh t  

viithout taking a breath o r  giving me a chance t o  say anything1 

"I p i t y  your adoptive children, I ' l l  bet  when they were grovsing 
up you constantly reminded them o f  how gtx,teful -they should be 
t h a t  you rescued them f rom the gut ter  you found them i n 1  when 
they were naughty, you probably reminded them o f  how bad t h e i r  
biological parents were and warned t11em t h a t  they were going t o  
" b u r n  out  the same ro t ten  way, I1 

U S  he saw on the show was the biological parent;  all he heard 
vras t ha t  she viould l i k e  t o  know how her chi ld  was doing and t h a t  
she would l i k e  t o  see him one day, He summed up h i s  t i r ade  witht 
"Good p e o ~ l e  l i k e  us,  out o f  the goodness o r  our hear ts ,  take in  
your "bas%ardsU ( h i s  ~ m r d s ,  not mine:) and r a i s e  them f o r  you, 
Then you come back a f t e r  we've done a l l  the worls and want t o  see 

THE ADOPTIVE PAREDITS a , ,  e ,  ,, 
C- 

One Ado13tlve llother cal led t o  ask just what we had in mind about 
changing the 1 . a ~ ~  and what we hoped t o  accomplish, 
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