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No. N00026019

STATE of MISSOURI

JAMES C. KIRKPATRICK, Secretary of State
CORPORATION DIVISION

Certificate of Incorporation
A General Not For Profit Corporation

WHEREAS, duplicate originals of Articles of Incorporation of
AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS

have been received and filed in the office of the Secretary of State, which Articles, in all re-
spects, comply with the requirements of The General Not For Profit Corporation Law of

Miggouri:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JAMES C, KIRKPATRICK, Secretary of State of the State of Missouri,

by virtue of the authority vested in me, do hereby certify and declare
AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS

4 body corporate, duly organized this day; thatit is entitled to all rights and privileges grant-

ed corporations organized under The General Not For Profif Corporation Law of Missouri;

that the address of its initial Registered Office in Missouri is
5329 N. Michigan, Kansas City, MO 64118 .

and that its period of existence is Perpetual

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the GREAT SEAL of the State of Missouri, at the City
of Jefferson, this .34 day of June 19..81
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RECEIVED OF: .. AMERICAN_ADQRTION. CONGRESS

Ten.Dollars and no/l00:--z=zzmozs LR T L XY Dollars, $....10..00
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State of Misouri . . . Office of Secretary of State
JAMES C. KIRKPATRICK, Secretary of State
CORPORATION DIVISION
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF A
GENERAL NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION

{To be submitted in duplicate by an Attorney)

HONORABLE JAMES C. KIRKPATRICK FILED AND CERTIFICATE OF
SECRETARY OF STATE
STATE OF MISSOURI INCORPORATION ISSUED
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65101 JUNE 3, 1981

o . Ne. WN0O0026019

. We, the undeizigned,

. {Not less than thres)
Type or Print
Namé . Number Street City State Zip

Sally A, File . 1310} Blackstone, NE Albuquerque, ~NM 8711
Jean M. Paton 2141 Road 2300 Cedaredge, Cco 81413
Emma May Vilardi 4080 Hillview Drive Carson City, NV 89701
Jay C. Swearingen 13906 Pepperrell Drive Tampa, FL, 33624

Kermit B. Karns 5329 N. Michigan Kansas City MO 64118

being natural persons of the age of twenty-one years or more and citizens of the United States, for the of torm]n‘
oograﬂon under the “General Not For Profit Corporation Law"” of the State of Missouri, do hercby adopt the folluwm;
Articles of Incorporation:

American Adeption Congress

. Perpetual
2. The period of duration of the corporation Is! ... e 'p'éﬁié'{{i'é'i""'})"r'"éi"c'i'éf'i'ﬁ'i'ié":'{iiii{'l':'é}"ﬁ?'jiéﬁié')' .........................
3. The address of its initisl Registered Office in the State of Missouri is: ......... 2329 N. Michigan
.. [Kansas City  Missouri 64118 d
o i . et s .
the name of its initial Registered Agent at said Address is: ... K ermltB' Kgrns ..........
4, The first Board of Directors shall be S AR ... in number, their names and addresses being as follows:
(At least three required)
Type or Print
Name Number Street , City State Zip
Linda Cecil . . . 4214 Firwood Lame Louisville RY o 40291 .
Sally A, File 13101 Blackstone, NE Albuquergue NM gL T
Gretchen Fitzgerald.. 005 . Malen.Road. .. Virginia Beach. . .. VA .....23434
Jacqueline M. Gill 10 Forest St. Dexter ME 04930
-Patty Q' Gorman. - B2 3247. - Lo£ L0 CoOut-L NO v o Scandia .o L1 55073 .
Heolly Hill, Route 1, Box.- 30 B 5 Climax NC 27233
“Kermit- B, Karns---5320 -Ni-Michigamm-Kangag Gady Mo 64118

FiLED AND CERTIFICATE OF
‘%QDRPDRATlON 1SSUED

JUN § 1981

CORP. #52 (OVER)



(NOTE : Amlgr special provision euthorized or permitted by Statute to be contalned in the Articles of Incorporation msay be

rted above.)
(INC:;?ATORS MU% SIG:BfE}:OW)

STATE OF ... . Missourd .

1, JoanneMcComas, a Notary Public, do hereby certify that on the
............. 30th o gayof......May. ..., 081, Sally A. File, Jean M. Patom,

Type or Print (Names of Incorporators)
Emma May Vilardi, Jay C, Swearingen, .and Kermit B. Karns

personally appeared before me and belng first duly sworn by me seve acknowledged that they nsigned as thelr free act
and deed the foregoing document in the respective capacities therein set forth and dec that the statements therein con-
tained are true, to !b,eg- best knowledge and belief.

N WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and senl the day and year above written.




Missouri WNo. N00026016 Filed June 3, 1981

Page 1{a) of the Articles of Incorporation of a Not for Profit Corporation mnamed
American Adoption Congress, signed May 30, 1981,

5. The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is organized are:

A, To increase the education and knowledge of members of the corporation in the
principles of adoption, related social-psychological phenomena and the gene-
alogical and genetic history of human beings involved in the circle of adoption.
This will be accomplished throughout the State of Missouri and the United States
of America by:

1. Conducting training programs and seminars to teach (a) the methods of
dealing with the soclal-psyschological phenomena associated with family
separation and reconstitution, (b) the research techniques required to dis-
cover family history, genealogical and adoptive facts, (c) methods re-
quired to systematically record and use pertinment information, and (d) the
techniques of discreetly handling sensitive adoptive informatiom.

2. Establishment and maintenance of a genealogical-adoptological library to
contain genealoglcal, family history and adoptological bocks, and sensitive
records and indexes.

3. Establishment and maintenance of a publication system to provide special
education publications and to provide periodical publications to convey
educational articles and news, all in family history, genealogical and
adoptive related fields.

4, Promoting access to family history and adoptive records held by public and
private organizations.

5. Imstructing members of the corperation with respect to their legal rights
to public records.

6. Advocating preservation of public and private records relating to the
family history, genealogy, and adoptive fields, and opposing destruction
of those records in those States or local areas where a conflict of
objectives exists.

7. Sponsoring and supporting legislation beneficlal to genealogical, family
history, and adoptive research, and opposing legislation and regulations
inimical to that same subject in those States where there is a conflict
between the objectives of the State and the purposes of the Corporation.

8. Cooperating and combining with other organizations in furtherance of
objectives,

9, Carrying on the business of the Corporation in any State of the United
States as well as affiliating with independent organizations.

B, All other legal powers permitted General Not For Profit Corporations,

Continued on page 1(b)



Missouri Ne. WN00026019 Filed June 3, 1981

Page 1(b) of the Articles of Incorporation of a Not For Profit Corporation named
American Adoption Congress, signed May 30, 1981,

6-

This corporation is organized for charitable, religious, educational, and
scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions
to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under Section 501(c}(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or the corresponding provision of any future
United States Internal Revenue Law.

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of or

be distributable to its members, directors, officers, or other private persons,
except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable
compensation for services rendered and to make payments and districtuions in
furtherance of the purposes set forth in these articles. WNo substantial part

of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or
otherwise attempting te influence legislation. The legislative activity enumerated
under Section 5.A.6. and 5.A.7. of these articles of incorporation is not deemed

to be a "substantial part of the activities of the corporation'. The corporation
shall not participate in or intervene in (including the distribution of statements)
any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. WNotwith-
standing any other activities not permitted to be carried om, (a) by a corporation
exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501(c¢)(3) of the Internal Revenue

Code of 1954, or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible

under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or (c) by the
corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Laws.

Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after
paying or making provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the
Corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the Corporation exclusively for the
purposes of the Corporation in such manner, or to such organization or organ-
izations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational,
religious, or scientific purpeses as shall at the time qualify as an exempt
organization or organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States In-
ternal Revenue Law), as the Board of Directors shall determine. Any such assets
not so0 disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the County
in which the principal office of the Corporation is then located, exclusively
for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as sald Court shall
determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

L P L L L L L L L L L LT

Continued on Page 2,




State of Missouri . . . Office of Secretary of State
JAMES C. KIRKPATRICK, Secretary of State
CORPORATION DIVISION

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF A
GENERAL NOUT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION

(To be submitied in duplicate by an Attorney) )
HONORABLE JAMES C. KIRKPATRICK FILED A

SECRETARY OF STATE ND CERTIFICATE OF
STATE OF MISSOURI INCORPORATION ISSUED
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65101 JWE 3, 1981

Ho., NOQ0Z60L9

Fe, the 1adeesizaed,
{Not Tem thu thres)

Type ar Pries

Name Nutober Street City Stale Zip
Sally A, File 13101 Blackstone, NE Albuquerque, NM 87111
Jcan M. Paton 2141 Road 2300 Cedaredge, co 81413
Emr-a I«a; \:1lard1 6080 r[ill\uew Drive Carson City, NV 89701
Jay C. %varmgen 13906 Peppe:rell Drive Tampa, FL 33624
Kermit B. Karns _.’329 W, Michigan Kansas City Mo gallg

being matural porsons of the age of twenty—one years or morw and citizens of the Unijted States, for the of
corperetion uAder the “Geneml Not Fox Broflt Corpomts st Mimouri forming %
Articles of lncorporeifon: o Law™ of the Stite of do bereby o

I The name of the cor dow f85 e Americen Adeption Congress

2 Toa period of duration of the cerp = Perpetual
(Please state *“‘perpetual’’ or a definite nomber of yeara)
2 Tha addres of lis Inlla) Reglstered Offics 5 the State of Missours is: 3329 N. Michigan
Kansas City ~  Missouri _gallg
(City) (Zipy T T ——— . §
the name of s Initlal Registered Ageat at sald Addross jy . KeTMit B. Karns

4. The first Bosrd af Directors ahal be 7, addremes bei .
(Al 1ﬂ|st lhre(- req..x md)h aumber, thelr swmes and being as follows:

Type or Prant
Nume Number Strece- City

Siate Zip

Linda Cecil 4214 Firwood Lape  Loufsville KY 40z97

Sally A, File 13101 Blackstone, ¥E 7 Albuguerque W AVITL

Tetchen Fitzgerald 605_Halen.RoadWﬁm_mm”mmmmvirginia”Bﬁach VA 23454
Jacqueline M, Gill 10 Forest St. Dexter ME 04930

Patty 0'Gorman. 23247 Lof 5on-Coutt Hou i SCATE L@ ot M v 350 T B
Holly Hill, Route 1, Box. 30 B 5 Climax NC 27233
-Kermit - B. Karns - 5329 -Nu-Michig K L . 64118

5. The purposs 6F parpoes for which the corporation ls orgxnized are: See attached pages l{a) and 1{b}.

Missouri Wo. N00026019 Filed June 3, 1981

Page 1{a) of the Articles of Incorporation of a Net for Profit Corporation nsmed
Amecican Adoption Congress, signed May 39, 1981.

5. The purpose or purposes for which the coxporation is organized are:

A. To Increzase the education and knowledge of members of the corporationm in the
principles of adoption, related soclal-psychological phenomena and the gene
alogical and genetic histeory of human beings involved in the cizcle of adoption.
This will be accomplished throughout the State of Missouri and the Voited States
of America by:

}. Comducting training programs and seminars to teach {a) the methods of
dealing with the social-psyschological phenomena associated with family
separation and reconstitution, {b) the research techniques required to dis-
cover family history, genealogical and adoptive facts, {c) methods re-
quired to systematically record and use pertinent information, and (d) the
techniques of discreetly handling sensitive adoptive informatioca.

w3

Establishment and maintenance of 2 genealogical-adoptological library to
contain genealogical, family history and adoptological books, end sensitive
records and {ndexes.

[y
.

Establishment and maintenauce of a publication system to provide special
education publications and te provide perlodical publications to convey
educational articles and mews, all in family history, genealogical and
adoptive related fields.

Promoting access to faﬁily history and adoptive records hald by publie and
private organizations.

=
.

o
.

Instructing members of the corporation with respect to their Iegal rights,
to public records.

o

Advocating preservation of public and private records relating to the
family history, genealogy, end adoptive fields, and opposing destructicn
of theose records in those States or local areas where a conflict of
cbjectives exists,

-y
.

Sponsoring and supporting legislation nemeficial to genealogical, family
kistory, and adoptive research, and opposing legislation and regulations
inimical to that same subject in those States where there iz a conflict
between the objectives of the State and the pursoses of the Corporation.

o
4

Cooperating and combining with other organizations in furtherance of
objectives,

~a
.

Carrying on the business of the Corporation in any State of the United
States as well as affiliating with independent organizations.

B. All other legal powers permitted General Not For Profit Corporatioms.

Coatinued oz page 1{b)
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Missouri No. WNO0026C19  Filed Jume 3, 1981
Page 1{b) of the Articles of Incorperatiom of a Not For Profit Corporation named

American Adoption Congress, signed May 30, 1981,

6. This corporation 1s organized for charitable, religious, educationmal, and
sclentific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of dlstributions
to organizations that qualify as exempt organizaticns under Section 501(c}(3)} of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, ¢r the curresponding provision of any futuve
United States Internal Revenue Law,

7. No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of or

be distributable to its members, directers, officers, or other private persons,

except that the corperation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable

compensation for services rendered and to make payments and districtuions in
furtherance of the purposes set forth in these articles., No substantial part

of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or

othervise attempting to influence leglslation. The legislative activity enumerated

under Section 5.A.6. and 5.A.7. of these articles of incorporation is not deemed

to be a "substantial part of the activities of the corporation”, The corporation

shall not participate in or intervene in (including the distribution of statements)

any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. Notwith-
standing any other activities not permitted to be carried om, (a) by a corperatien
exempt from Federal income tax under Sectiom 501{c}(3) of the Internal Revenue

Code of 1934, or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible

under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenmue Code of 1954, or (¢} by the

corresponding provisions of any future United States Interpal Revenue Laws.

o
v

Upon the dissolution of the Coerporation, the Board of Directors shall, after
paying or making provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the
Corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the Corporatiom exclusively for the
purposes of the Corporation in such mammer, or to such organization eor organ-
izations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational,
religious, or sclemtific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt
organization or organizations under Sectiom 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States In-
ternal Revenue Law), as the Board of Directors shall determine. Any such agsets
oot so dispesed of shall be disposéd of by the Court of Common Pleas of the County
in which the principsl office of the Corporation is then located, exclusively
for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as sald Court shall
determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

Continued on Page 2.
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END CERTIFICATE 0
F\}'KE(‘?ORPORAT\ON 1SSUED

Jund e

B

Ho. 0002601%

horlyed or

(NO&E: Any speclal lal Itied by Statute to Du conteined in the Article of Incarporation may be

{naeried above)
{INCORPORATORS MUST SIGN B!I_.OW)
...... J“w} /Z%
Chal). A Vamm

..................... ' i N -
................. —

STATECF ... J3880url

County o Jackson }"'

7. Joanne McComas ) a Notary Publlc, do hereby certify that on the

Ma 1981, Sally A. File, Jesn M. Patom,
20tk day of . 1 Type or Print (Nemes of lacorporators)
Emma May Vilardi, Jay €. Swearlngen, and Kermit B. Karns

r ot od that an thelr Zrea act
e e e b e o o Torh Sk Ao et e e el soar
talned krv brue, to their begt knowledge aad bellet o

1IN WITNESS WEEREQF, 1 bave herwunto set my hand and sesl the day and Year above written,

NOTARIAL SEAL

1-30-82

My commislon expirest




BY~-LAWS OF THE AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS Approved
5-30-81
ARTICLE I. NAME AND PURPOSE

Section 1. The American Adoption Congress (AAC) was incorporated as a Non-Profit
Corporation in the United States of America to tonduct business throughout the United
States.

Section 2. The national headquarters of the Corporation shall be in the City
of Washington, District of Columbia.

Section 3. The Corporation is not organized for profit and shall have no capital
stock. No part of the net earnrings or revenue of the corporation shall inure to
the benefit of any member of the corporation as such,

Section 4. The Corporation is deeply concerned with the problems faced by
adopted personms, their birth parents, and their adoptive parents throughout
cur Nation., Foremost among these are the closure and restricted access to
public birth and adoptive records. Tt is the duty of the
Corporation te alipgn itself with public agencies, private individuals, and
organizations devoted to leadership in adoption reform.

Section 5. TIn accerdance with the Articles of Incorporation, the purpose or
purposes for which the Corporation is organized are for the following exclusively
educational and charitable purposes:

(a} To further by study, vesearch, teaching and conference, the knowledge of
adoptions and related social-psychological phenomena in the United States.

(b} To collect, publish and disseminate information converning adeption and
related socisl-psychological phenomena in the United States and to act thereby,
as a national clearing house and public infermation center for such information.

(¢) To develop alternative model plans for adoptions,

(d) To exercise all the powers conferred upon corporations formed under the
District of Columbia Non-Profit Corperation Act im oxder to accomplish the
corporation’s charitable and educational purposes.

Sectfon 6. The Corporation may acquire property by grant, gift, purchase,
lease, devise, or bequest; and may own, use, sell, lease, mortgage, or otherwise
dispose of such property, both real and persomal, as objectives and purposes of
the Corporation way requizre, subject to such limits as may be prescribed by law.

Section 7. 1In th event of dissolution of this Corporation, it may convey any
and all remaining assets of the Corporation to any other non-profit corperaticu
or association having objectives substantially like, or similiar to, those of
this Corporation,

Section 8. The Headquarters of this Corporation shall consist of the follow-
ing Committecs: Membership; legislative Affairs, Public Relatioms,
‘Ethics znd National Conventien,

Section 9. The Field organization of this Coxporation shall consist of the
following: Regioms, fu:eis, and Affiliated adoptological organizations,
plus other sub-offices and Special Interest Groups, 8s appropriate.

BY~LAWS OF THE AMERIGAN ADOPTION CONGRESS 5-30«81
ARTICLE IX. DEFINITIQNS

As used herein, the following terms shall have the weanings indicated unless
the context requires otherwise:

(a) “Member" shall mean zn individual member in geod standing.
{b) "Adoptee" shall mean & child or adult who was a&opted as a child.,

{c} "Birth mother" shall mean the natural mother of a child whose parental
rights were terminated.

{(d) "Birth father" shall mean the natural father of a child whose parental
rights were terminatéd or ignored,

(e) "Adoptive parents" shall mean the man and/or woman who adopted a child.

{f) "adoptology” shall mean the study of the records, history, and special
relationship between an adoptee, his or her natural parent's, adoptive pareuts,
and related organjzations. (adoptological - adjective. adoptelogically -
adverb)

() "Adoptologist” shall mean a person who traces adoptions or studies
adoptive relationships.

(b) “Genealogy", "Family Records" and "Family History" shall mean the study
of the records and history of the biological descent of a human being from an
ancestor, including collateral, natural, and adoptive relationships.

(i) "Orgamization", "Corporation”, “Congress", "National", "Headquarters™,
and VAAC" shall mear the national office of the American Adoption Comgress.

{3) "Region” shall mean a major subdivision of the American Adoption
Congress o .

(k) “"Affiliate Organization Member" shall mean an independent adoptological
goclety or organization, including at least a president, secretary and treasurer,
or equivalent, who has agreed to affiliate with the American Adoption Congress.

{1} "Special Service Member". Adoptological services functioning on 2 mo-fee
basis and without membership, for humanitarian purposes.

{m) "Board of Directors' shall mean the elected or appointed directors of the
organization, incliuding Regional Directors.

(n) "Executive Council" shall mean the elected officers of the Organizatiom,
i.e., President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, together with any
eppointive officer position which are filled, i.e., Chiefs of the following

‘Committees: Membership, Legislative Affairs, Public Relations, Ethics, and

National Convention. Also included are special mational officials or functionaries,
guck as General Counsel, Editor for the official publication, Registrar, Historiam,
and the like,



BY-LAWS OF THE AMERICAN ADCFTION CONGRESS 5-30-81

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

Section 1. Membership shall be open to all perscns or organizations who are
interested in adoptology.

Section 2. Membership shall be classified as follows:

(a) "Regular individual wember™. Any person who makes payment of dues.

(b) "Sustaining individuval member". Any person whe elects to support the
Corporation with at least twice the anrnual irdividual dues.

{c) "Life Individual"” Any person who elects te Support the Corporation by a
one~time dues payment of fifteem times the current annual dues.

(&) “"Regular Affiliate Organizationm Member™. Qrganizations of adoptees, adoptive
parents, single parents, genealogists, ete., which wish to become affiliated with
the AAC may do so by paying the appropriate annual dues.

{e) "Sustaining Affiliate. Organization Member". Dues shall be twice the regular
affiliate organization member dues.

{£) "Patrom Affiliate Organization Member”. Dues shall be ten times the Tegular
affiliate crganization member dues.

(g) “Special Service Organization Member". Dues shall be established by the Board.

Section 3. All classes of membership shall include a subscription to the
official publication(s).

Secticn 4. Annual dues for regular individual, regular affiliated organizatiom,
and special service organization members will be established annually by the
Board of Directors.
Section 5. Individual members in good standing may vote and hold office.

Section 6. One delegate per each affiliated or speclal service organization
shall have one vote,

Section 7. Any person or organization who makes application for membership
and tenders the dues for one year shall automatically be accepted as a member,
unless excluded by the Executive Council by a two-thirds wvote for reasons
deemed to render the membership undesireable.

Section 8. Tndividual members or organizations who prove undesireable as mem-
bers for justifiable cause may be expelled by a two-thirds vote of the Board of
Directors, but the member shall be given reasonable opportunity to show cause’
why such action should not be taken.

Section 9. The Corporation, Iim addition te direct recruitment, shall secure
members through Regions. Regions are authorized to collect the dues of the
organization and forward them to National headquarters. The Region wmay retain
for its treasury twenty percent (20%) of individual member's dues of all types
and the AAC treasurer (for individual members dues of all types) will returm
to the appropriate Regiom twenty percent (20%) of dues for all members whose
Tesidence address is within that Reglon.

Section 10. Any member whose dues are in arrears for 3 months or moxe, shall,
after due motice by the organization, be dropped from the Tolls, and all zights
and privileges granted shall cease.

Section 11, Members may vote, {a) while attending regional or mational
comventions, (b} by proxy st conventions, or (e} by mail ballot where a vote
is conducted in that maoner.

3

BY-LAWS OF THE AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS S=30=81

ARTICLE TI1. MEMBERSHIP AND DUES (contd)

Section 12. Membership iists and all lists in the hands of the organization
and Chapters, and all lists of prospective members shall be treated as confident-
ial., Use of mewbership lists for any purpose other than for projects advantag-
eous to the organlzation shall have the approval of the Executive Council. Any
use of lists of prospective members except for the purpose of securing mew
members is strictly forbidden. :

ARTICLE 1IV. EOARD OF DIRECTORS ANWD THEIR DUTIES.

Section 1. There shall be a Board of Directors to govern the overall affairs
of the orgamnization. The President of the AAC (See Article V) skall be the
presiding officer of the Board of Directors' meetings and shall be non-voting
except to break a tie vote. The Regional Directors shall be voting members of
the Bozard and, provided one Alternate Regional Director has beer chosen by the
Region voting membership at a Regiomal regular or special meeting, such alternate
Regional Director may represent the Region and vote as a member of the Beard in
place of the Reglonal Director. Im addition, at the National Couvention, there
shall be six Divectors-at-large who shall be chosen by the voting membership of
the AAC present.

Directors-at-large will serve for two years starting July 1 following, except
that ir the first election, three member shall be for ome year and three for
two years. '

Section 2. Tmmediately following the election of the mew Directors, they shall
meet with the old Board. The new Board shall elect from within its members, the
new elective officers and re-elect those to remain in office. The new Board
shall also appoint new appointive officers or ve-zffirm the appointment of those
to remain in office. The replaced officers shall turn over to the new officers
all papers and records relating to that particular office.

Section 3, Vacaneies on the Board of Directers may be temporarily filled by
the Board. Such unexpired terms shall them be filled at the regular electious
held during the next National fonvention.

Section 4. Regular meetings. (a2} One regular board meeting shall be held
ennuaily at the time of the National Convemtion. It will be known as the Annual
Board Meeting,

(b) Regular Board meetings may also be held upon notice of the time and place
agreed upon at the previgus mecting, written notice to be provided to each
Ditector by a copy of the meeting minutes or agenda.

Section 5. Speeial meetings of the Board may be called by the President,
or by one thivd of the members of the Board of Directors. In either event,
except for emergencies, written notice thirty (30} days prior to the meating
will be required. The notice of the call for a special meeting shall state the
purpose for which the meeting is called. Business transacted at a special meet-
ing shall normally be limited to the subject stated in the call.

Section 6. Telephone vote. Minutes of conferences conducted by telephone
shall be submitted for signature by each voting board member and returned te the
secretary for retention until the close of the mext regular board meetimng.

Section 7, A resume of actions taken at board meetiogs will be carried in the
official publication to the members.

Section 8. Board members shall mormally be required to attend at least ome
meeting of the Beard each yeax.

Section 9. At any meeting of the Board of Directors, ome third of the elected
Board members shall constitute & quorwz for the conduct of business.

4




BY-LAWS OF THE AMERICAN ADOPTYION CONGRESS 5-30-81
ARTICLE IV, BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND THEIR DUTIES (contd)

Section All Board meetings shall be open to any organization member in good :
standing as an ohserver, except, by a vote of a majority of board members preseat, i
the meeting may be closed.

ARTICLE V. COFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

Section 1. {a) The elected offigers of the Organization shall be a President,
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. They shall be elected from among the
the Directors as prescribed in Article IV for one-year terms. The officers shall
serve until their term expires or they are re-elected at the annual Board of
Directors meeting. They shall constitute the elected members of the Executive
Council. TIn the case of a vacancy at any time in such office, the Board of Di-
rectors ag a whele shall have the power to fill such vacancy from the Board of
Pirectors for the umexpired term, unless otherwise provided for in these by~Laws.,

(b) Wherever the term "elected officers" is referred to elsewhere in these
by-laws, it shall be deemed to mean the officers referred to in this Section, or
any amendment thereof.

Sectiom 2. The appointed officers of the organization shall be the Chiefs
of the following Committees: Membership, Legislative Affajrs, Public Relatioms,
Ethics, and National Convention. These officers shall be appointed by the Board,
with the concurrence of the President, at the Wationazl Comvention.

Section 3. The four elected officers and the heads of committees (Sections 1
and 2 above} will attend the meeting of the incoming and cutgoing Board prior to
the end of the National Convention as specified in Sectionm 2, Article IV. These
officers and cormittee heads will comprise the Executive Council of the AAC.

Section 4. (a} The President shall be the chief administrative officer of
the Organization and shall be responsible for the execution of its policies and
programs and the efficient functioning of the erganization, under the general
direction of the Board of Directors and pursuant to the Articles of Incorperation,
the by-laws, and any applicable State Laws and Federal regulations, and direct-
Ives of the National Comvention. He shall have authority to make assignments and
reassignments of such duties and functions of the elected aud appointed officers
as are mot set out in the by-laws, subject to the approval of the Executive
Council. 'He, in conference with the Council, shall fix compensation for head-
quarters employees.

(b) The President shall preside zt all National Comventioms of the Organiza-
tion, and at all meetings of the Executive Council. He shall appoint all
committees, and be an ex-officio member thereof, except for the Neminating
Cormittee. He shall appoint the Nominating Committee, consisting of three
Individual membders, in sufficient time to provide a slate of Directors for
publication 60 days prior to the National Convention.

(¢} The Presideat shall cause to be submitted for consideration by each
National Convention his recommendations for operatiomal programs as well as new
programs for the ensulng two years, by year, including a budget for all programs.,
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ARTICLE V. OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES {(contd)

Section 3. The Vice President shall be the overall Program Officer of the
Organization. He will consolidate field and headquarters activity, finamcial,
and budget data for use In managing the affairs of the Qrganization. He shall
perform such other duties as are assigned by the President, In the absence of
the President, or in case of his disability as determined by the Executive
Council, the Vice President shall perform the duties of the Bresident.

Section 6. The Secretary shall have charge of all of the books, seals, papers,
and corporate records of the Organization, and the bonds of officers. He shall
keep true and correct records of all of the proceedings of the Executive
Council and the Board of Directors, and shall perform such other duties as the
Executive Council may direct. .

Section 7. The Treasurer shall receive zll moneys of the Organization, dep-
osite the same in the name of the Organization in such bank or banks having
membership in the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, as shall be designated
by the Executive Council, and shall pay by check all bills approved by a member
of the Executive Council., #He shall enter into bond in such amount as the
Executive Council shall deem sufficient to protect the financial interests of
the Organization, He shall render to the Council 2 monthly report of receipts,
expenditures, obligations,and balances. When accompanied by another member of
the Councll, he shall have access to the safe deposit box ¢f the Organizaticn.
He shall perform other duties as assigned by the Councii.

Section 8. Bomds. Each officer empowered to sign checks and instruments of
obligation and order transfers of funds for the Organization, shall be bonded
in an amount to be determined by the Executive Council.

ARTICLE VI. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES

Section i, ({a) There shall be an Executive Council comnsisiting of the
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and
appointed national Committee Chiefs. In case there is an even number, the
President shall not vote except to break a tie,

(b} 1In addition to performing the duties assigned to it elsewhere in these
by-laws, the Executive Council shall fix the compensation and shall appoint such
special national officials or functionaries as may from time to time be found
necessary, including, when required, a Ceneral Counsel, an Editor for the
official publication(s), Historiam, and the like., Appeintive mezbers of the
Executive Council will be publicised to the membership.

(¢) The Executive Council shall have authority to declare any elective or
appointive office vacant because of misfeasance, malfeasance, non-feasance, or
other justifiable cause determined by such Council by a majority vote; but the
official shall be given reasonable opportunity to show cause why such action
should not be taken.

{¢) The Executive Council shall be the trustee for, and have custody of zll
real and personal property owned by the Organizatioa. It shall determine and
direct the manmer of investment of Organization funds, subject 4o the Articles of
Incorporation, the by-laws, and policies adopted by the Board of Directors or
by a National Conventiom, nmot incensistent therewith. All securities owned by
the Organization, and other evidence of investment of funds, including but mat
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ARTICLE- VI. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES {contd)

limited to U. S. Government Bonds, first mortgages, insurance policies, building
and lean association deposits, and the like, shall be placed in a safe deposit
" box in a bank or trust company.

(e} The Executive Council shall cause audits to be made of the receipts,
disbursements, assets, and liabilities of the Organization by a Certified Publie
Accountant, annually, or at more frequent intervals if deemed necessary. A
financial report for each calendar year, including & balance sheet and list of . ‘
investments, sball be published in the official publication to the membership.

(£} The Executive Council will arrange for an annual inventory to be made of
all personsl property, assigning valuatiens based on standard methods of deprec- .
iation. An inventory of all real property will also be prepared, assigning s
valuations according to present market value. Adequate hazard insurance will
be carried on all propexty.

(g} The Executive Council may cancel the charter of any Affiliate
Organization for cause on 60 days notice; tut the charter holder shail be given
reasonable opportunity to show cause why such charter should not be cancelled.

Section 2. {a) The President may appoint from time to time such committees
as the work of the Organization may require, and may designate which member
shall act as Chairman. The Committees of a National Comvention shall be appoint-
ed at least 90 days before the comventjon, and the names of the members thereof
shall be published in the issue of the official publication to the membership
next preceding the assembling of the convention; but substitutions may later be
made according to exigencies incicdent to convention attendance.

(k) 1f an elected officer is placed on any committee of a National Convention, !
he shall not seryve £5 its Chairman. Such persons shall not constitute a majority !
of such committee.

Section 3. The Chief of the Membership Committee will work toward improving
the membership status (of all types). Included in these duties is a requirement
te maintaln current individual and affiliated organization members' lists as well
as lists of adoption-zelsted groups whose memberships should be solicited. The
committee shall publish at least once annually a listing of all member organizatiens
to include the full name of the head of the erganization; a sepavate listing of
known non-member organizations shall also be published but in a different section
identifying won-membership status. Sufficient copies of these lists will be
available at the Natiomal Convention for distribution and all lists shall be
distributed to member orgaunizations and Regions.

Section 4., The Chief of the Legislative Affairs Committee shall administex
the legislative program of the QOrganization. He shall stay abreast of laws and
Tegulations as well as legislative and rule making activities related to
adoptology at the Federal, State, and local levals as well as associated
independent organization levels. ' He shall develop guidelines for Legislative
work by the Organization's Field organizations. He shall conduct legislative
activity at various levels as appropriate in efforts to make changes for the
better for the adoption community.
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ARTICLE VI. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES ( contd)

Section 5. The Chief of the Public Relations Committee will adwinister the
preogram in such manner to enhance AAC visibility and create greater undexrstanding
of our interests and goals. The Chief shall develop the operating and editorial
policies to be approved by the Executive Council At least quarterly, subject
to decision by the Executive Council for more frequent need, the Chief shall
publish and distribute one newsletter to all members of the organization to
include affiliated organizations and Regions. It will include a resume of
Board of Director's actions (Section 9, Article IV}, a round-up of state-by-state
.legislative news as provided by the Chief of Legislative Affairs {above) and
past and future National Convention mews as appropriate. TIn additjon, the Chief
shall assist the Chief of the Natiomal Conventionm Committee in preparation and
issuance of publicity for the anmnual convention.

Section 6. The Chief of the Ethics Committee shall establish a Code of Ethics
applicable to individual members and affiliated organizations. It will include,
but not be limited to, payment of monies in commection with search assistance
and place limits om such payments, private investigator's eligibility/inelig~
bility to belorg as individual wembers, and whether or not to permit such
affiliated organizations to have memberships if they have as their own members
persous who vielate our standards. Cnce developed, the Code will be subject to
approval of the Board of Directors as well as changes to that Code. Mauner of
enforcement of that Code wiil be similarly established.

Section 7. The Chief of the National Convention Committee shall be responsible,
under the direction of the President and advice of the Board of Directors, for the
planning, site selection (in the metropolitan area chosen by the Board of Directors),
agenda preparation, arrangements, publicity (with the cocperation of the Public
Relations Committee as noted above}, registration, collection of monies
{acecounting for which will be in full coordination and approval of the Treasurer),
Payment of expense certificstiqn to the Treasurer for issuance of checks, and
other details applicable to the National Convention.

Sectlon 8. Meetings of the Executive Council will be called by the President
or Vice-President with at least 30 days notice to each council member. If a
majority of the Council waives the 30 day requirement, meetings can be called with
at least seven days notica. .

Section 9. A quorum of the Executive Council and committees for the transacticao
of business shall be one third of the persons desigrated to be members of the
Council or committee who attend a Ttegularly scheduled or specially called meeting.

Section 10. Robert's Rules of Order (latest revision) shall be the authority
for the conduct of the Organization's busimess except where superseded by these
approved by-laws,
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ARTICLE VII,  REGIONS

Section 1. A Reglon is & major subdivision of the Organization, usually
comprising several States of the United States. The following Regions are
designated effective with the approval of these by-laws but subject to change
by the Board of Directors:

{a) Reglon I (New England) Comecticut, Maine, Massechusetts, New Hampshice,

Rhode Island, and Vermout.
() Region II (Mid-Atlantic) Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Penn-
\ sylvania, Virginia, District of Columbia.
{c) Reglon IIT (Southeast) Alabama, Flerida, Georgla, Mississippi, Worth
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee.

(d} Region IV (Southwest) Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas.

(e) Region ¥ (North Centzxal) Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, West Virginia,

(£) Region VI (Plains) Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma.

(g) Region VII  (Midwestern) Illinois, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, e

Wiscomsin,
(k) Region VIIY (Big Sky) Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming.
(1) Region IX {(Western) frizoma, California, Hawaii, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah.

Section 2. The purpose of the Regions shall be to promote within its area the
alms and objectives of the national Organization and to represent the assigned
area to National Headquarters,

Section 3. The Region will be headed by a Regional Director and supported by
an Alternate Director and such other persons, committees, etc., as determined by
the Regional Director. The Directors previously appointed (as Coordinators) pricr
to approval of these by-laws shall continue in office until December 31, 198i.

If a Reglom holds a conference by that dazte, a new Director may be elected to
replace the current Dizector. If no conference and/or election is held, the
current Director will continue until replaced by either an election or action by
the Board of Directors, whichever occurs first,

Section 4. Duties of the Regional Director. (a) He will broadly supervise
the activities in his Region, reporting to the President.

(b} He will conduct pericdic conferences of sub-regional organization chiefs
to review progress since the last conference, to plan progress for both short i
and long range time frames, to resolve problems and to anticipate potential
problems and coordinate efforts to aveid their development.

{¢) He shall assist sub-reglonal chiefs in beneficial Organization plans
and programs, including membership increases,
coordination with existing adoptological, genealogical, and related societies,
development of legislative programs, ete.

{d} He shall urge sub-regional organizations to participate in legislative
work on the local snd State level.

(e) He shall make a2 quarterly report to National Headquarters, This report
shall summarize activities in his Regionm. It shall alse include plans for the
following six months. :

(£) He shall nake an annual financial report to NWatiomal Headguarters. This
report shall include the expemses of his office, together with a budget for the
following two years, by year.

(g) On each allegation of ethics violation presented to the Regional Director,
his decision to expell or continue the membership in question will be subject to
review by the Board of Directors which may ovexride that decisfon by two thirds
vote of the Board members present.
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ARTICLE ¥IL., REGIONS (contd)

Section 3. A member who is elected to the positien of a Regional Director

and alsc serves as an officer of an affiliated or service organization should
vacate his office with that organization.

Section 6. If, between National Conventions, a vacancy sheuld eccur among
the Regional Directors ninety days or more prior to the National Conmvention,
the President shall appeint an interim successor.

Section 7. The sole source of revenue, except for special fund raising ac-

tivities, shall be twenty (20) percent share of individual member’'s dues (fe-

gardless of type but not to include affiliated or service organization dues.)

ARTICLE VIII. AFFILIATED AND SPECTAL SERVICE ORCANIZATIONS

Sectiom 1, An Affiliated Crganization is an independent adoptological
soclety whohas agreed to affiliate with the National Organization. They
continue to conduct their affairs independently without influence from the
National office. The Soclety remits a porticn of the member's dues to the
National office for which the member receives the National publications and
enjoys other rights.

Section 2. Existing or future independent adoptelogical societies who wish
to affiliate with the American Adoption Comgress may do so under the following
guldelines;
(a) Execute a written agreement that the Society wishes to affiliate with
the National Organization. Upon acceptance by the Natiomal Executive Council,
the Society may so indicate affiliation in their course of businaess.
(b) Upon acceptance of an Affiliated Society's agreement, the Seciety will
be furnished a Charter by the National Office. Charters will be nusbered io
consecutive oxder of approval.
Section 3, The Charter of an Affiligted Society may be cancelled for cause
on 60 days notice by the Executive Council, but the Society shall be given
reasonable opportunity to show cause why such charter should not be cancelled.
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) : BY-LAWS OF THE AMERICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS 5-30=8L
ARTICLE Ix. HWATIONAL CONVEWTIONS
ARTICLE X.  AMENDMENTS
Section 1. The National Comvention of the American Adoption Congress shall
be held at anowal intervals. The places and dates are to be fixed by the Section 1. Articles of Incorperation. Amendments to the Articles of Ineorp-
Board of Directors or the previous Conventiomn. ) . oration shall be made by elther of the following methods:
(a) The Board of Directors shall adopt a resolution setting forth the proposed
amendment and directing that it be submitted to a vote of

Section 2. Guidance of the course and conduct of the Organization is a melor National Couvention, providing that previous notice is given at least sixty {60}
function of the Natiomal Convention. Between Conventlons, the conduet of the : . days before the opening of the Couvention, by publication im the official publica-
Organization will rest with the Board of Divectors and the Executive Council, tion of the Organization, er by circular sent to all members. The proposed
but the authority of the Board of Directors and the Executive Couneil to act amendment shall be adopted upen rece”mg a majority of the votes entitled to be
shall be limited by the Articles of Incorporation and by these by-laws, as . cest at such Convention.
supplemented by any general affirmation of policy enacted by the Comvention. (b) The Board of Directors shall adopt a resolution, setting forth the proposed

amendment and directing that it be submitted in writing to each wember entitled

Section 3, Voting at a Convention shall be by members in good standing, ' to vote thereon., The proposed amendment shall be adopted upon obtaining the
Members unable to attend may be represented by proxy executed in writing by consent in writing of a majority of all members entitled to vore with respect

. the member cr his duly authorized attorney in fact. No proxy shall be valid . thereto.
after eleven months from the date of its execution, unless otherwise provided
iz the proxy. ) - Section 2. By-Laws. The power to alter, amemd, or repeal the by—laws oT

adopt new by-laws 1s hereby vested in the Board of Directors,

Section &, A quorum of the Convention for the transaction of business shall
be a majority of the members in good standing registered at the Convention.

Approveds May 30, 1981, Overland Park, Kansas.

Section 5. Robert's Rules of Order (latest revision)} shall be the Convention's , (‘E{"'\Aﬂ P"*‘\&
authority on parlimentary procedures except where defined otherwise in these by- : Linda CeciI, Noxth Central Region
laws. Voting by written ballot shall be Gone only when specified by the
Convention rules. i &l’/ i

s,
Section &. The compensation of the elected officers, if any, shall be fixed SE‘W A. File, Western Region
by the Conveationm,

ﬁackie Gill, Rew England Region

Kovmnit- 3 | e

ermit B. Karns, Plains Regiom

/ Jay C. LSwearingen, Southeast Region
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State of Misouri . . . Offrce of Secretary of State
JAMES C. KIRKPATRICK, Secretary of State
CORPORATIGN DIVISION

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF A
GENERAL NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION

(To bo subuittod in duplicate by an Attorney)
HONORABLE JAMES C, KIRKPATRICK FILED AND CERTIFICATE OF
m%%fégg;g%m INCORPORATEON ISSUED

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65101

JUNE 3, 198l
¥o. W00026019
We, the 1mderzigned, .
(Mot loa than thres)

Type o7 bors

Name Number Streel City State Zip

Sally A. File  1310% Blackstone, NE Albuquerque, NM 87111

Jcan M Pato-l 21'51 Road 2300 Gedaredge, co 81413

Et’r‘a }'a_,v \;ﬂardx 6080 i{illnew Dnve Carson City, NV 89701

Jay C. Sx..earmgcn 13906 Pepperrell Drz.ve Tampa, FL 33624

Rermit B. Karns )319 H. Michigan . Kansas City MO 64118
being natural of the age of twen d Hzm-ottheUniudSl- for the of farming
eml;:rrﬁan u:pnd:::o:\lf ‘G-;mn.l Not Fg Profit Corpontim‘zlw of the Siate of ll'.luw:ll.u‘ onrhcr:by the hrrm:
Articles of Incorporetion:
I The vame of the corporation bi: .. American Adoption Comgress
2 The pariod of durntlon of the ta: Perpetual

(Plrase s1ate “oerpetaal’” or s definite numbet of yeurn)
2. Tha address of fia Sitinl Reglstored Office i the State of Missouri in: 3329 N. Michigan
Kansas City  Missourt g4118 N -d
i .

the bame of its tnitia] Begistornd Agvat ot said Addrom e . KeTmit B. Karns

4. The first Bourd of Directors shall be ya in number, their

natier and addresses being aa follows:
(Al len-“ lhrec ':q.n-d)

Tvpe ot Print

Name Number Street . City Stale Zip

finda Cecil . = 4214 Firwogd Lane . ..Louisville KY 40291

Sally A, File 13101 Blackstone, ¥E~ Albuquerque """ WM BT
Gretchen Filtzgerald.. 605 Malen Road......... Vixginia Beach VA 23454
Jacqueline M. Gill 10 Forest §t. Dexter ME 04930

Patty Q'Gorman 23247 Lofton.Court.No Scandiz. i M 390623
Helly Hili, Boute 1, Box 30 B 5 Climax WC 27223
‘Kermit B. Karns _..‘....5329A.N,_A.‘.Michigan.............,......,...‘.............KansBa,Agi.ty...A.......A,.};Q.,...,.........A.541.{,8‘.....k,_

5. The purpase or purposss for which the corporation la arganized are: See attached pages 1(a) and 1{b).
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Missourd Wo. WN00026019 Filed June 3, 198L

Page 1{a) of the Articles of Imcorporation of a Not for Profit Corporation named
Amgrican Adoptlon Congress, signed May 33, 158L.

5. The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is organized are:

A,

To increase the education and knowledge of members of the corporation in the
principles of adoptien, related social-psychological phenomena and the gene~
alogical and genetic history of human beings involved in the circle of adeption.
This will be accomplished throughout the State of Missouri and the United States
of America by:

1

.

(5]

w

o

-1
.

Conducting tralning programs and seminars to teach {a) the methods of
dealing with the social-psyschological phenomena associated with family
sepatation and receustitution, (b) the research techniques ruequired to dis-
cover family history, genealogical and adoptive facts, (c) methods re-
quired to systematically record and use pertinemt informationr, and (d) the
techniques of discreetly handling sensitive adoptive informatioa.

Establighment and maintenance of a genealogical-adoptological library to
contain genealogical, family history and adoptological books, and sensitive
records and indexes.

Establishment 2nd maintenance of a publication system to provide special
education publications and to provide periodical publications to comvey
educational articles and news, all in family history, gemealogical and
adoptive related flelds.

Promoting access to family history and adoprive records held by public and
private organizations. .

Imstructing members of the corporation with respect to their legal rights
to public records.

Advocating preservation of public and private records relating to the
family history, genezlogy, and adoptive fields, and oppesing destruction
of those records in those States or local areas where a conflict of
objectives exists. :

Sponsoring and supporting legislation beneficial to genealogical, family
bistory, and adoptive research, and opposing legislation and regulations
inimical to that same subject in those States where there is a conflict
between the objectives of the State and the purposes of the Corporation.

Cooperating and combining with other organizations in furtherance of
objectives.

Carrying on the business of the Corporation im any State of the United
States as well as affiliating with independent organizations.

B. AIl other legal powers permitted General Not For Profit Corporatioms.

Coutinued om page 1(b)



Missourd Wo, WOGD260LY9  Fited Jume 3, 1981

Page 1(b) of the Articles of Incorporation of s Not For Profit Corperatlion named
American Adoption Congress, signed May 30, 198I.

6,

~
.

*x
N

This corporation is organized for charitable, religious, educatiecnal, and
sclentific purposes, ineluding, for such purpeses, the making of distributions
to organizationms that qualify as exempt organizatlons under Sectiom 50l(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or the corresponding provision of any futuvre
United States Internal Revenue Law.

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of or

be distridutable vo its members, directors, officers, or other private persons,
except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasomable
compensation for services rendered and to make payments and districtuions in
furtherance of the purposes set forth in these articles. Wo substantial part

of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or
otherwise attempting to influence leglslation. The legislative activity enumerated
under Section 3.A.6. and 5.A.7. of these articles of incorporation is mot deemed

to be a "substantizl part of the activities of the corporation”. The corporation
shall not participate In or intexrvenme in {including the distribution of statenents)
any political cezmpaign om behalf of any candidate for pubiic office. Notwith-
standing any other activities mot permitted to be carried om, (a) by a corporation
exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501{¢}{3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954, or (b) by a corporation, contributiens to which are deductible

under Section 170(c){2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or (c) by the
cerresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Reverue Laws.

Upon the dissolution of the Corporatiom, the Board of Directors shall, after
paying or making provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the
Corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the Corperation exclusively for the
purposes of the Corperation in such manner, or to such organization or organ-
izations organized and operated exclusively fox cheritable, educational,
veligious, or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt
organization or organizatiens under Sectiom 501(¢)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 {or the corresponding provision of any future United States In-
ternal Revenue Law), as the Board of Directors shall determine. Any such assets
not 3o disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the County
In which the primcipal office of the Corporation is them located, exclusively
for such purposes or te such orgenization or oxganizations, as satd Court shall
determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

Continued on Page 2.
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BY-LAWSloF THE AMERTICAN ADOPTION CONGRESS Approved

5-30-81
ARTICLE I. NAME AND PURPOSE

Section 1. The American Adoption Congress (AAC) was incorporated as a Wop-Profit
Corporation im the United States of America to conduct business throughout the United
States.

Section 2. The national headquarters of the Corporation shall be in the City
of Washington, District of Columbia.

Section 3. The Corporation is not organized for profit and shall have no capital
stock., No part of the net earnings or revenue of the corporation shall inyre to
the benefit of any member of the corporation as such,

Section 4. The Corporation is deeply concerned with the problems faced by
adopted persons, their birth parents, and their adoptive parents throughout
ouy Nation. Foremost emong these are the closure and restricted access to
public birth and adoptive records. . It is the duty of the
Corporation to align itself with public agencies, private individuals, and
orgenizations devoted to leadership in adeption reform.

Section 3. 1In accordance with the Articles of Incorporation, the purpose or
purposes for which the Corporation is organized are for the following exclusively
educational and charitabie purposes:

(2) To further by study, research, teaching and conference, the knowledge of
adoptions and related social-psychological phenomena in the United States.

{b) To collect, publish and disseminate information converning adoption and
velated social-psychological phenomena in the lmited States and ta act thereby,
as a national clearing house and public information center for such infermatiom.

{c¢) To develop alternative model plans for adoptions.

(¢) To exercise all the powers conferred upon corporations formed under the
District of Columbia Non-Profit Corporation Act In order te accomplish the
corporation’s charitable and educational purposes.

Section 6. The Corporation may acquire property by grant, gift, purchase,
lease, devise, or bequest; and may own, use, sell, lease, mortgage, or otherwise
dispose of such property, both real and personal, es objectives and purposes of
the Corporation may require, subject to such limits as may be prescribed by law,

Sectien 7. Ip th event of dissolution of this Corporation, it may comvey any
and all remaining assets of the Corporation to any other non-profit corporation
or associetion having objectives substantially like, or similfzr to, those of
this Corporation.

Section 8. The Headquarters of this Corporation shall tonsist of the follow=
ing Committees: Membership; Legislative Affairs, Public Relatioms,
‘Ethics and ¥ational Coavention.

Section 9. The Field organization of this Corporation shall consist of the
following: Regioms, tr:iers, and Affiliated adoptological organizations,
plus other sub-offices and Special Interest Groups, as appropriate.
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ARTICLE 1II. DEFINITIONS

As used hexein, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated unless
the context requires otherwise:

(a) "Member" shall mean an individual member in good standing.
(b) "Adoptee" shall mean a child or adult who was aéopted as a child,

{e) "Birth mother" shall mean the natural mother of a child whose parental
rights weres terminated.

(d) "Bixth father” shall mean the matural father of a child whose parental
7r§§h1:s were terminated or ignored.

(e} "Adoptive parents" shall mean the man and/or woman who adopted a child.

(f) "adoptology" shall mean the study of the records, history, snd special
relationship between en adoptee, his or her natural parent's, adoptive parents,
and related organizations. (adoptological - adjective. adoptologically -~
adverb)

(g) “adoptolegist" shall mean & person who traces adoptions or studies
adoptive relaticaships.

(h) “Genealogy", "Family Records" and "Family History™ shall mean the study
of the records and history of the biological descent of a human being from an
ancestor, including colleteral, natural, and adoptive relationships.

(1) "prganization”, "Corporation”, "Congress”, "National”, "Headquarters",
and "AAC" shall mean the national office of the American Adoption Congress.

(1) "Region" shakl nean a major subdivision of the American Adoption
Congress L .

(k) “affiliate Organization Member"” shall mean an independent adoptolegical
soclety or organization, imcluding at least a president, secretary and treasurer,
or equivalent, who has agreed to affiliate with the American Adoption Congress.

{1) "speclal Service Member". Adoptological sexvices functioning on a no-fee
basis and without membership, for humanitarian purpeses.

(m) "Board of Directors" shall mean the elected or appointed directors of the
organization, including Regional Directors.

(n) "Executive Council” shall mean the elected officers of the Oxganization,
i.e,, President, Vice~President, Secretary, aud Treasurer, together with any
eppointive officer position which are filled, i.e., Chiefs of the following
" "Committees: Membership, Legislative Affairs, Public Relations, Ethics, and
National Convention., Also included are special national officials or functiomaries,
guch as General Counsel, Editor for the official publication, Registrar, Historiam,
and the like,
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ARTICLE XII, MEMBERSHIF AND DUES

Section 1. Membership shall be open to all persons or organizations who are
interested in adoptology.

Section 2, Membership shall be classified as follows:

(a) "Regular individual member". Any person who makes payment of dues.

{b) "Sustaining individual member”. Any person who elects to support the
Corporation with at least twice the annual individual dues.

{c) "Life Individual" Any person who elects to support the Corporation by a
one-time dues payment of fifteen times the current annual dues.

(d) "Regular Affiliate Organization Member". Organizations of wudoptees, adoptive
parents, single parents, genealogists, ete., which wish to become affilisted with
the AAC may de so by paying the appropriate annual dues.

(e) "Sustailning Affiliate. Organization Member". Dues shall be twice the regular
affiliate organization member dues,

(f) "Patron Affiliate Organization Member". Dues shall be ten times the regular
affiliate organization member dues. :

(g} "Special Service Organization Member". Dues shzll be egtablished by the Board.

Section 3. All classes of membership shall include a subseription to the
official publication{s),

Section 4. Annual dues for regular individual, regular affjliated organization,
and special service organization members will be established annually by the
Board of Directors,

Section 5. Individual members in good standing may vote and hold office.

Section 6. One delegate per each affiliated or special service organization
shall have one vote,

Section 7. Any person or organization who makes application for membership
ang tenders the dues for one year shall sutomatically be accepted as a member,
unless excluded by the Executive Council by a two-thirds vote for reasons
deemed to render the membership undesireabie.

Section 8, Individual members or organizations who prove undesireable as mem=
bers for justifiable cause may be expelled by a two-thirds vote of the Board of
Ditectors, but the member shall be given reasonable opportunity to show cause
why such action should not be taken.

Section 9. The Corporation, in addition to direct recruitment, shall secure
members through Regions. Regions are authorized to collect the dues of the
organization aad forward them to National headquarters. The Region may retaln
for its treasury twenty percent (20%) of individual member's dues of all types
and the AAC treasurer (for individual members dues of ell types) will return
to the appropriate Region twenty percent (207%) of dues for all members whose
residence address is within that Region.

Secticn 10. Any member whose dues are in arrears for 3 months or more, shall,
after due notice by the organization, be dropped from the rolls, and all rights
aad privileges granted shall cease,

Section Ll. Mermbers may vote, (a) while attending regional or national
conventions, (b) by proxy at conveaticns, or {(c) by mall ballot where a vote
is conducted in that mapner.

3
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ARTICLE IXI. MEMBERSHIP AND DUES (comtd)

Section 12, Membership lists and all lists in the hands of the organization
and Chapters, and all lists of prospective meabers shall be treated as confideat-
ial, Use of membership lists for any purpose other than for projects advantage
eous to the organizatlom shall have the approval of the Executive Council. Any
use of Lists of prospective members except for the purpese of securing new
rembers is strictly forbidden.

ARTICLE TV, BOARD OF DIRECTCRS AND THEIR DUTIES.

Section I, There shall be a Board of Directors to govern the overall affairs
of the organigation., The Bresident of the AAG (See Article V) shall be the
presiding officer of the Board of Diracters' meetings and shall be non-voting
except to break a' tie vote. The Reglonal Directors shall be voting members of
the Board and, provided one Alternate Reglonal Director has been chosen by the
Region votimg membership at a Reglonal regular or special meeting, such alternate
Regional Director may represent the Region and vote as a member of the Board in
place of the Regional Director. In addition, at the Watiomal Convention, there
shail be six Directors-at-large who shall be chosen by the voting membership of
the AAC present.

Directors-at-large will serve for two years starting July 1 following, except
that in the first election, three member shall be for ome year and three for
two years.

Section 2. Tmmediately following the election of the new Directors, they shall
teet with the old Board. The new Board shall elect from withip its members, the
new elective officers and re-elect those to remain in office. The new Board
shall also appoint new appointive officers or re-affirm the appeintment of those
to remain in office. The replaced officers shall turn over to the new officers
all papers and records relating to that particular office,

Section 3. Vacancies on the Board of Directors may be temporarily filled by
the Board. Such unexpired terms shall then be filled at the regular elections
Leld during the next Wational “onventiom.

Section &, Regular meetings. (a) One regular board meeting shall be held
annually at the time of the NWational Convention. Tt will be known as the Annual
Board Meecting,

(b) Regular Board meetings may also be held upon notice of the time and place
agreed upon at the previous meeting, written notice to be provided to each
Director by a copy of the meeting minutes or agenda.

Section 5, Special meetings of the Board may be called by the President,
or by one third of the members of the Board of Directors. Tm either event,
except for emergencies, written notice thirty (30) days prior to the meeting
will be required, The motice of the call for a special meeting shall state the
purpose for which the meeting is called. Business transacted at a special meet-
ing shall normally be limited to the subject stated im the call.

Section 6. Telephome vote. Minutes of conferences conducted by telephone
shall be submitted for signature by eack voting board member and returned to the
secretary for retention until the close of the next regular board meeting.

Section 7. A resume of actions taken at board meetings will be carried in the
official publication to the members.

Section 8. Board members shall normally be required to attend at least ome
teeting of the Board each year.,

Section 9. At any meeting of the Board of Directors, ome third of the elected
Board members shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business.

&
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ARTICLE 1IV. BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND THEIR DUTIES (contd)

Section ALl Board meetings shall be opem to any organization member in good
standing as am observer, except, by a vote of a majority of board members present,
the meeting may be closed.

ARTICLE V. OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

Section 1. (a) The elected officers of the Organization shall be 2 President,
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. They shall be elected from among the
the Directors as prescribed in Article IV for one-year terms, The officers shall
serve until their term expires or they are Te-elected at the annual Board of
Directors meeting, They shall comstitute the elected members of the Executive
Council. 1In the case of a vacancy at any time in such office, the Board of Di=
rectors as a whele shall have the power to fiil such vacancy from the Board of
Directors for the uhexpired term, unless otherwise provided for in these by-laws.

(b) Wherever the term "elected officers" is refexred to elsewhere In these
by-laws, it shall be deemed to mean the officers referred to in this Section, or
any amendment thereof.

Section 2, The appointed officers of the organization shall be the Chiefs
of the following Committees: Membership, Legislative Affairs, Public Relations,
Ethics, and National Convention. These officers shall be appointed by the Board,
with the concurrence of the President, at the Natiomal Conventicn.

Section 3. The four elected officers and the heads of committees {Sections }
and 2 above) will attend the meeting of the incoming and outgoing Board prior to
the end of the Wational Convention as specified im Section 2, Article IV, These
officers and cormittee heads will comprise the Executive Council of the AAC.

Section 4. (a) The President shall be the chief administrative officer of
the Organization and shall be respensible for the execution of its policies and
programs and the efficlent functioning of the organizatifon, under the general
direction’of the Board of Directors and pursuant to the Articles of Incorporation,
the by-laws, and any applicable State Laws and Federal regulations, and direct-
ives of the Kational Convention. He shall have authority to make assigrments and
reassignments of such duties and functions of the elected and appointed officers
a5 are not set out in the by-laws, subject to the approval of the Executive
Council, He, in conference with the Council, shail fix compensation for head-
quarters employees.

() The President shall preside at all National Conventions of the Organiza-
tionm, and at all meetings of the Executive Council. He shall appoint all
committees, and be sn ex-officic member thereof, except for the Neminating
Cormittee. He shall appoint the Neminating Committee, consisting of three
individual members, in sufficient time to provide a slate of Directors for
publicaticn &0 days prier to the ¥ational Convention.

{¢) The President shall cause to be submitted for comsideration by each
National Convention his recommendations for operational programs as well ag new
programs fer the ensuing two years, by year, including a budget for all programs.
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ARTICLE V., OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES (contd)

Section 5. The Vice President shall be the overall Program Officer of the
Organization, He will consolidate field and headquarters activity, financial,
and budget data for use in managing the affairs of the Organization. He shall
perform such other duties as are assigned by the President. 7In the absence of
the President, or in case of his disability as determined by the Executive
Council, the Vice President shall perform the duties of the President.

Section 6, The Secretary shall have charge of all of the books, seals, papers,
and cerperate records of the Organization, and the bonds of officers, He shall
keep true and correct records of all of the proceedings of the Executive
Council and the Board of Directors, and shall perform such other duties as the
Executive Council may dizect. .

Section 7, The Treasurer shall receive all moneys of the Organization, dep-
osite the same in the name of the Organization in such bank or banks having
membership in the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporatiom, as shall be designated
by the Executive Council, and shall pay by check all bills approved by a member
of the Executive Counc{l. He shall enter into bond in such amount as the
Executive Council shall deem sufficient to protect the financial interests of
the Organization. He shall render to the Council a monthly report of receipts,
expenditures, obligations,and balances. When accompanied by another member of
the Council, he shall have access to the safe deposit box of the Organizatioen.
He shall perform other duties as assigned by the Council.

Section 8, Bonds. Each officer empowered to sign checks and imstruments of
obligation end order transfevs of funds for the Orgznization, shall be bonded
in an amount to be determined by the Executive Council.

ARTICLE VI. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES

Section I, (a) There shall be an Executive Council consisiting of the
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and
appointed national Committee Chiefs, Tn case there is an even number, the
President shall not vote except to break a tie.

(b} In addition to performing the duties assigned to it elsewhere in these
by-Laws, the Executive Council shall fix the compensation and shall appoint such
special national officials or functionaries as may from time to time be found
necessaty, including, when required, a Genmeral Counsel, an Editor for the
official publication(s), Historiam, and the like. Appeintive members of the
Executive Council will be publicised to the membership.

{c) The Executive Council shall have authority to declare any elective or
appointive office vacant because of misfeasance, malfeasance, non-feasance, or
other justifiable cause determined by sueh Council by a majority vote; but the
officizl shall be given reasomable opportunity to show cause why such action
should not be taken.

(&) The Executive Council shall be the trustee for, and have custody of all
real and personal property owned by the Organmization. It shall determine and
direct the manner of investment of Organization funds, subject o the Articles of
Incorporation, the by-laws, and policies adopted by the Board of Directors or
by a Natiomal Convention, mot inconsistent therewith. All securities owned by
the Organization, and other evidence of investment of funds, including but mot
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ARTICLE VI, EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES (contd)

limited to U. S. Government Bonds, first mortgages, insurance policies, building
and loan association depesits, and the like, shall be placed in a safe deposit
box in a bank or trust company.

(e} The Executive Council shall cause audits to be made of the reccipts,
disbursements, assets, and lisbilities of the Orgamization by a Certified Public
Accountant, annually, or at mere frequent ntervals if deemed necessary., A
financial report for each calendar year, including a balance sheet and list of
investments, shall be published in the official publication to the mewbership.

{£) The Executive Council will arrange for an annual invertory to be made of
all personal property, assigning valuations based on standard methods of deprec-
lation. An inventory of all real property will also be prepared, assigning
valuatiens sccording to present market value. Adequate hazard insurance will
be carried on all property.

(g} The Executive Council may cancel the charter of any Affiliate
Organization for cause on 60 days motice; but the charter holder shall be glven
reasonable opportunity to show cause why such charter should not be cancelled.

Section 2, {a) The President may appoint from time to time such committees
as the work of the Organizatioa may require, and may designate which member
shall act as Chairman. The Committees of a National Convention shall be appeints
ed at least 90 days before the couvention, and the names of the members thereof
shall be published in the issue of the official publication ta the membership
next preceding the assembling of the convention; but substitutions may later be
made according to exigencles incicent to convention attendance.

(b} 1If an elected officer is placed on any committee of a National Convention,
he shall not serve as its Chairman. Such persens shall not constitute a majority
of such committee.

Section 3. The Chief of the Membership Committee will work toward improving
the membership status {of all types). Inmcluded in these duties is a requirement
to maintain current individual and affiliated crganization members® lists as well
as lists of adoption~related groups whose memberships should be solicited. The
cormaittee shall publish at least once annually a listing of all member organizations
to include the full name of the head of the organization; e separate listing of
known non-member otrganizations shall alsc be published but in a different section
ideatifying non-membership status. Sufficient copies of these lists will be
available at the National Convention for distribution and all Lists shall be
distributed to member organizations and Regions,

Section 4, The Chief of the Legislative Affairs Committee shall administer
the legislative program of the Organization. He shall stay abreast of laws and
regulations as well as legislative and rule making activities related to
edoptology at the Federal, State, and local levals as well as associated
independent orgsnization levels, ' He shall develop guidelines for legislative
woxk by the Organization's Field organizations. He shall conduct leglslative
activity at various levels as appropriate in efforts o make changes for the
better for the adoption community.
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ARTTCLE VI. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES ( contd)

Section 5, The Chief of the Public Relations Committee will administer the
program in such manner to enhance AAC vigibility and create greater understanding
of our interests and goals, The Chief shall develop the operating and editorial
policies to be approved by the Executive Council At least quarterly, subject
to decision by the Executive Council for more frequent need, the Chief shall
publish and distribute one newsletter to all members of the organization to
include affiliated organizations and Regloms, It will include a resume of
Board of Director’s actions ($ection 9, Article IV}, a round-up of state-by-state
legislative news as provided by the Chief of Legislative Affairs {above} and
past and future Wational Convention news as apprapriate. In addition, the Chief
shall assist the Chief of the National Comvention Committee in preparation and
issuance of publicity for the annual convention,

Section 6. The Chief of the Ethics Committee shall establish a Code of Ethics
applicable to individual members and affiliated organizations. Tt will include,
but net be limited to, payment of monies In connection with search assistance
and place limits on such payments, private investigator's eligibility/inelig-
bility to belong as individual members, and whether or not to permit such
affiliated organizations to have memberships if they have as their own members
persons who vielate our standards. Once developed, the Code will be subject to
approval of the Board of Directors as well as chanmges to that Code. Mamner of
enforcement of that Code will be similarly established,

Section 7. The Chief of the Nat{onal Conventfon Cotmittee shall be responsible,
under the direction of the President and advice of the Boeard of Directors, for the
planning, site selection (in the metropolitan area chosen by the Board of Directors),
agenda preparation, arrangements, publicity (with the cooperation of the Public
Relations Committee as noted above), registration, collection of momies
{accounting for which will be in full coordiration and approval of the Treasurer),
Payment of expense certification to the Treasurer for issuance of checks, and
other details applicable to the National Convention.

Section 8. Meetings of the Executive Council will be called by the President
or Vice-President with at least 30 days notice to each council member. If a
majority of the Council waives the 30 day requirement, meetings can be called with
at least seven days notice. .

Section 9. A quotum of the Executive Council 2nd comsittees for the transaction
of business shall be one third of the pevsons desizrated to be members of the
Council or committee who attend a regularly scheduled or specially called teeting.

Section 10. Robert's Rules of Order (latest revision} shall be the authority
for the conduct of the Organization's business except where superseded by these
approved by-laws.
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ARTICLE VII.  REGIONS

Section L. A Region is & major subdivigion of the Organization, usually
comprising sevezal States of the United States. The following Regiong are
designated effective with the approval of these by-laws but subject to change
by the Board of Directors:

{a) Region I {New England) Comnecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,

Rhede Island, and Vewrmont.

(b) Reglon II {Mid-Atlantic) Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Wew York, Penn-

| sylvania, Virginia, District of Columbia,

(c) Regiom III {Southeast) Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Missisaippi, North

Carolina, South Carclina, Tennessee.

(d) Regien IV (Southwest) Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas.

(e} Reglon V. (North Central) Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohie, West Virgzinia.

(£) Region VI (Plains) Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Webraska, Oklahoma.

{8} Region VII (Midwestern} Illinois, Mimnesota, North Dakota, South Daketa,

Wisconsin,
(h) Reglon VIIT (Big Sky) Alaska, Idaho, Montanz, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming.
(1} Region IX (Western) Arizona, Califoxnia, Hawail, Nevads, New Mexlico, Utah.

Section 2. The purpose of the Regions shall be to promote within 1ts area the
alms and objectives of the mationmal Organization and to represent the assigned
area to National Headquarters.

Section 3. The Regfon will be headed by & Regional Pirector and supported by
an Alternate Director and such other Persons, cemmittees, etc., as determined by
the Regional Director., The Directors previcusly appointed (as Coordinators) prier
to approval of these by-laws shall continue in office until December 31, 1981,
If a Region holds a conference by that date, & new Director may be elected to
teplace the current Directer, If ne comference and/or election is held, the
current Director will continue until replaced by either am electlon or action by
the Board of Dircctors, whichever occcurs first.

Sectlon 4. Duties of the Regional Director. (a)} He will broadly supervise
the activities in his Region, reportimg to the President,

(b} He will conduct periodic conferences of sub-regional orgamization chiefs
to review progress since the last conference, to plan progress for both ghort
end leng range time frames, to resolve problems and to anticipate potential
problems and coordinmate efforts to avoid their development.

(c) He shall assist sub-reglonal chiefs in beneficial Organization plang
and prograzs, including membership increases,
coordination with existing adeptological, gencalogical, and related socleties,
development of legislative programs, etc.

{d) He shall urge sub-regional organizations to participate in iegislative
woTk on the local and State level,

{e) He shall make 2 quarterly report to Matiomal Headquarters. This report
shall summarize activities ip his Reglon, It shall also include plams for the
foliowing six mounths.

{f} He shall make an annual financial report to Natlonal Headquarters. This
report shall include the expenses of his office, together with a budger for the
following two years, by year,

{g) On each 2llegation of athics violation presented to the Regiomal Director,
his decision to expell or continue the menbership in question will be subject to
zeview by the Board of Directors which wmey override that declsion by two thirds
vete of the Board members present.
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ARTICLE VIL. REGIONS (comtd)

Section 5. A member who is elected to the position of a Regional Director
and alse serves as an officer of an affiliated or service organization should
vacate his office with that organization.

Section 6. If, between National Conventions, a vacaney should occur among

the Regional Directors ninety days or more prior to the National Convention,
the President shall gppoint an interim successor.

Section 7. The sole source of revenue, except for special fund raising ae-
tivities, shall be twenty (20) percent share of individual member's dues {re-
gardless of type but not to include affiliated or service organization dues.)

ARTICLE VIII. AFFILIATED AND SPECIAL SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Section 1. Am Affiliated Organization is an independent adoptological
society who has agreed to affiliate with the Natiomal Organization. They
continue to conduct their affairs independently without influence fram the
National office. The Society remits a portion of the member's dues to the
National office for which the member receives the National publications and
enjoys other rights, .

Section 2, Ixisting or future independent adoptological secieties who wish
to affillate with the American Adoption Congress may do so under the following
gufdelines:

(a2) Execute a written agreement that the Soclety wishes to affiliate with
the National Organization, Upon acceptance by the National Executive Couneil,
the Society may so indicate affiliation in their course of business.

(b) Upon acceptance of an Affiliated Society's agreament, the Society will
be furnished a Charter by the National Office. Charters will be nuszbered in
consecutive order of approval.

Section 3. The Charter of an Affiliated Society may be cancelled for cause
on 60 days notice by the Executive Courcil, but the Soclety shall be given
reasonable opportunity to show cause why such charter should not be cancelled.
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ARTICLE 1IX, NATIONAL CONVENTIONS

Section 1, The National Convention of the American Adoption Congress shall
be held at annval intervals, The places and dates are to be fixed by the
Board of Directors or the previous Convention.

Section 2. Guidance of the course and conduct of the Organization is s major
function of the National Convention. Between Conveations, the conduct of the
Organization will rest with the Board of Directors and the Executive Council,
but the authority of the Board of Directors and the Executive Council to act
shall be limited by the Articles of Incorporation and by these by-laws, as
supplemented by any general affirmation of policy emacted by the Convention.

Section 3, Voting &t a Couventlon shall be by members in good standing.
Members unable to attend may be represented by proxy executed in writing by
the member or his duly authorized attorney in fact. WNo proxy shall be valid
after eleven months from the date of its execution, unless otherwise provided
in the proxy.

Section 4. A& quorum of the Convention for the transaction of business shall
be a majority of the members in good standing registered at the Convention.

Section 5. Robert's Rules of Order (latest revision) shall be the Convention's
authority on parlimentary procedures except where defined otherwise in these by-
laws, Voting by written ballot shall be done only when specified by the
Convention rules.

Section &. The compensation of the elected officers, if any, shall be fixed
by the Conveation.

11
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ARTICLE X.  AMENDMENTS

Section L. Articles of Ineorporation. Amendments to the Articles of Imcorp-
oration shall be made by either of the following methods:

{a) The Board of Directors shall adopt a resolution setting forth the proposed
amendment and directing that it be submitted to a vote of
National Convention, providing that previous notice is given at least sixty (60)
days before the opening of the Convention, hy publication in the official publica-
tion of the Organization, or by circular sent to all members. The proposed
amendment shall be adopted upon receiving a majority of the votesentitled to be
caat at such Convention.

(b} The Board of Directors shall adopt a resolution, setting forth the proposed
amendment and directing that it be submitted in writing to each member entitled
to vote thereon. The propesed amendment shall be adopted upon obtaining the

consent In writing of a majority of all members entitled to vote with respect
thereto.

Section 2. By-Laws. The power to alter, amend, or repeal the by-laws or
adopt new by-laws is hereby vested in the Board of Directors.

Approved: May 30, 1981, Overland Park, Kansas.

(ﬁ.\h\rlr\. g .t&

Linda Ceci¥, Worth Central Region

AR/

Sab}‘f'ﬁ. File, Western Region

e Lt/

wackie Gill, New England Region

Kot S s

ertmit B. Karns, Plains Region

[ 2N
/ Jay C. 'Swearingen, Southeast Kegiom
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