




rrrnllc ar{jllnrcnls in dcferise 01 llrc surro. 
gale proccss: ( I ) Ira11 llrc gcnesarcliellcr 
than rrorlc, cs(~ccia1ly if l l icy arc llrc lius- 
bar~d's, wliosc palrilinc-age stops licrc 
willioul a son: (2) npplicntils con shop 
arour~d for llrc otltcr ltalf. and opplicnnls 
can dclaililerns like blond hair, bl c eyes. 
a r ~ e ~  a co~icgc-cducatcc~ worrib; 11 1. 

'l'ltc racist arid sexist ossurnptioris 
Iiciiirrd tlrcir argurncnls are barely dis- 
guised, or, worse, ollcrcd as valid 
rcnsons to selccl tllc surrogalc option. As 
oric family lawyer explained: "At lirsl I 
equaled tlrc surrogate process will! 
Iial~y-liuyirig. N o  court in (Ire country 
would sancliorr il, and I agrced.. . bul 
llrcn I tlrouglrt. il 's danrn i ~ a r d  lor a slcrilc 
cotrlilc l o  ndoli l  a Caucasian baby.. . . 
May1,c surrogalc parenling-rncdialcd 
by stolc.rcqulalcd contracts and appro- 
priate safeguards-1s not suclr a rcprc. 
Irensible thing." The advcrlisemcnls in 
llre cily and campus newspapers to hire a 
surrogale don't follow any affirmative ac. 
Ilorr plan. Most leavc n o  doubl oboul 
what kind of  donor is sought: "English 
backgrourrd." "Notihcrn European," 
"wlrilc." "Caucasiari." 

Race. Irowevcr, is no1 the only dis- 
qualifier lhol  can render an odopllvc child 
"unsuilablc." In anotlrcr cxarnplc, a 
hcallhy b a l ~ y  girl was delivered lo a gc- 
netic folhcr who, while pleased, had l o  
save up Iris nloncy lo try again, llris tlrne 
for a boy. I l c  was still a "childless lius- 
hand." as Iris ad declared. 

Irr arrollrer casc, "Bob and Mary 
laced slim prospects for adoption, be. 
cause of Mary's age (45). her lhrec chil- 
dren from a prcvlous marriage, and.. ." 
Wail a minute. Doesn't that mean Bob al- 
ready has three clrildrcn In 111s life? Cer- 
tainly. yes, but tlrcy arc not Bol~t. They 
arc llral olller man's. Surrogate babies, 
rcrnctnbcr, arc brought l o  us by [lie 
sam'e professionals who gave us ilrc con- 
cepl 01 "illegllirnatc liables"-that Is, a 
baby is only as real as the father's idenlily. 

If llrc subject docs nollring clsc. It 
rnakcs pcrleclly clear the cullural values 
assigned l o  womcn. A briel filed by  tlic 
Michigan Altorrrey General's office 
speculalcd 111a1 l l ~ c  courts would incvila. 
bly becorne involved In determinina 

gntc Iiirl~y, crrrcfully gcncd and lcgolly 
!]uaronlecd, cnririol live rtp l o  strclr f a n  
lasllc cxpccloliotis. Babies do nrnriy 
things lor a couple. bu l  "savirrg a mar- 
rlagc" lsri'l one of llrcrn. Bol i  lo ld  Noel, 
l'ltis baliy would l ie  our wlrolc lllc." Arid 
Bob could cvcriltrally comc l o  feel like 
lhc rcsl~ondcrits in an Ann Li~rrrlers sur- 
vcy, wlro ovcnvlrclrnlngly rcporlcd that 
parcrilliood lrad turned out lobcacolos-  
sal disappointment. 

The mosl victirnizcd clr.lracler ill tlic 
cotirlroorn drillnos is unqucsllonal~ly l l ic  
surrogale nrollrcr. Most of I l ic fiubllc 
ccnsurc is tlirccled loward lier for ac- 
ccpllng a fcc, wlillc everyone cxpccls 
doctors and lawyers to clinrgc for tlrcir 
services. "We wan1 l o  avoicl the nroncy 
hungry lypcs." said the attorney who is 
lroldlng up tlrt! book !tc wrote In every 
plrolo I saw. Womcn who list money as 
the only molive o n  lhelr applicalion 
forms are not selected. They must be 
able l o  provldc reasons rnorc compatible 
with public opinion: they lruly enjoy 
pregnancy, they want to "give life": they 
wanl l o  share ltieir haooincss wlllr lolal . , 
strangers. 

Dr. Richard Levin. dtrcclor of a sur- 
rogole clinic in Kentucky, cxpcclcd l l ie 
standard 5 10.000 fee t o  attract " ~ o o r  
women, u r~wcd  mothers'-a problem. 
slncc the profileers arc interested In rc. 
moving the 'wcllare molhcr" Image al- 
Inched l o  l l ie issue. He was elated. how- 
cvcr, when the respondcnls l o  his ad 
were "just like the ladies ncxl door." He 
seems l o  hove assumed that their re- 
sponse was evidence of a nalural molcr- 
nal generosity, not understanding llral 
Ihcre arc sorne women of cvery class 
who are one man  away lrorn wcllare. 
cvcri the ladies next door. 

One woman who was clear about 
l icr rnollvcs-who shared a deep 
friendship with the adoptive parents, who 
arranged for the "lee" lo be placed in a 
lrusl fund for thc child--cornplalned Illat 
Kcane trcakd her like "an objecl." His 
drive for publicrty created unpleasant 
pressures during her pregnancy. )Ic tried 
l o  persuade her to appear o n  taik shows 
wit11 h im and sit outside a bookstore 

rcasorrabie ralcs." tirat prlccs wou i i  wlrilc he atrtograplrcd coiiics ol Ills book. 
Iluct~tiltcbclwccri a'benuululor lrornclv" Ollrer motlrers wit11 whom slrc Irad l iccn I " -  
mollicr. "an inl~l l igcnt or dim-willch" 
tnollicr. The bricfconcludes: "l'tre integ. 
rily 01 !lie court system arid the slalutory 
adoption process demands tlral lhc 
courl be absolulely proliibitcd from dc- 
ciding which Individual has a Saks Filth 
Avenue price lag and wlilclr individual 
has a K.Marl price tag." 

011c can only lli ink llral the greatest 
deceit to llrcsc cliildlcss courilcs is tile 

In conlocl expcrlenced similar pressures. 
These worricn. and the couples Ilrcy 
slrivc to benefil, deserve a rnorc dignilied 
Inlroductlori to our consciousness llran 
llrcy arc currenlly recclvlng from l l ie 
press and tlrc lalk.show lrosls who pub- 
licize tlicir slorics. And llrcy mos l  as- 
suredly d c s c ~ c  a collccliveapology lrori i  
l l ic  doctors and lawyers who've made a 
niess o l  l l ic  issue. and a lorturlc lrorn 

711e circus corrlirr~~es iirrntrgli cir. 
c~r t i~vcnl lor~s of ilrc ado(illon laws in  
every slate 1i1111 oullaws rrrorrcy lrnid 1c)r 
children. 'rlrc Ices arc (iaid lor "scrvlcrs." 
not babies, they arguc. 'Tlte rorrlrarts 
dralled allenipl l o  resolve conrplicalccl 
lcgirl qc~csllorrs: W l ~ a l  it llrc w r r o p l c  
rnollrcr decides lo kecp llrc l~a l i y?  Can 
SIIC ll ict i stic ilrc genclic ln l l~er  lor st11i. 
liorl? Carl adopting liarcrits rc.lccl a Iran. 
dlcalrpcd child. and who, tlrcn. Is rcslmrr- 
siblc for il? If llrc adopliri!] parcnls arc c l i .  
vorced during llre pregnancy, wlro gels 
custody? Does llrc conlracting cotrple 
Iiave arry pnrl in tlic dcclsiotr to alinrt' 

Docs llre cotrlracl ilsclf have any 
legal validlly? ~'Probalily not." says I(c.irrcr. 
11 dcpcnds. In l l ic end. o n  good laillr. 
Meanwlrilc, one California allorrrcy said. 
"We're lravirig a ball with it." 

The lawyers arc fond o l  cl~roling tlre 
Bible lor prcvlous cxamplcs of  surrogalc 
orrongcnrenls. referring l o  tlic cilsc o f  
Sarah and Ahralrom, who I~irllrccl 
lshmacl llrrouglr Hagar wlrcn Sara11 
fcared slrc was loo  old lobcar Abmliarrr a 
son. Wlrot they lorgcl  to n~cn l ion  is that 
tlagar was riol only never paid a Ice, hut 
slre and lslimacl werc cast out when 
Sara11 did conccivc and brought Isaac 
Inlo the apple o l  Iris fallicr's eye. tlagar's 
problem, n o  doubt, was that stre didn't 
Iiave an allorncy. 

At the end o l  a Icnci~liv interview 
about Iris clinic. Dr. I-cvin ;;(l&cd a color 
snanshotof tlrc first surroaatc birth l icnr-  
r an i i d ,  4s teslimony l o  l6c goodr~css 01 
l l ie practice. "This Is what il's all olioul. 
Look at (Iris child. This is bcauliful. Wlial 
more can I say?" 

Obviously, nolhing. But we could 
say lliot llre baby costs Iielwccn 5 17.000 
and $20,000 even before ils firsl spoon- 
ful o f  Gerbcr's. We could say rlial this 
baby is available only to a very liniitcd 
class of parcnls. We could say changes in  
the ~ d o p l l o n  laws could open up black- 
market baliy trading. 

The issueof surrogalc rnollicts. as il 
lurns around in rny mind, is not l l ic  issue 
u~ all. Racism Is (he issue, and why tlrou- 
sands of babies comc to be "unsuitable." 
Ownership isiheissue,arrd theconceit of 
patriarchal gcnclics. "Barren worncn" 
arc tlic Issue, arrd why sorirc wornen 
must come l o  feel an cxcrucialing scllse 
o f  failure bccause tficy cannot bear a 
clilld. "Savirrg a marriage" is the lssuc. 
and why sornc marriages rnigli l  rrol be 
worllr saving for llre c051 of a clrild. Arid 
guill and money, and how wornen earn 
both. arc l l ie issues illat nccd iioncsl 
attenlion. 

b t i l lg  /<<lg f3l.rkc:lg is  i r  +Is.* c c ~ l l l t i ~ ~ l r t ~  



Ellen Goodman 

Lessons From Womb-For-Rent Business 1 
y* 

, ADMITTEDLY, rognte motherhood I# an erpandlng' 
I -. kk t t h e  ecp*. market 

omy i s  had . At the moment the star of the sur- 
. s h a p ,  but some- r0gatcs is Judy stlver of Lansing, Mich,' 
. how I never ex- who Was set up by a lawyer In her own 

(o a cottage industry. According to Judy's 
new breed of en- ~ f s t ~ ~ ~ ) . ,  surrogate motberhood, preg- 
trepreneurs ar-. nancy, and dellvery were a llttle blt llkc 
rive oo the m n =  bldng la a boarder. S h c a s  promlred. 
h a  n g f  n g  . out $10,000 to give womb and board' to a . 8hlngla (hat o~ fetus for nlne months and then.dellver 
fer ,womb for the bahy Lo l(s reputed blologlcsd father;. 
rent  Alexander Malaboff of Queens. N.Y. 

Inferille couple. Over the past several 
ycan we have grown urcd to rcadlng 
about dramaUc help for couples. 

We have been, 1 think, numbed lnlo 
regarding molberhood.for.hlm as just 
another o Lion. There are now a t  l c u t  
eight an i' perhaps as many aa 20 
surrogat~parentlng scnlces In Ute 
country. From 40 to 100 chlldren have 
been born by surrogate moll~en pald 
between $5,000 and 115.000 la staler 
where, payment is legal. ' 

'The tale out of Mlchlean was a jar-' 
~~ ~~. 

When asked wby she declded to.take ring remlnder that sunojlale molhehg' when the mp (bla moonll#bUng job.. Judy Cxplalned is somethlag qdltnUvely dUfe~&, 
gUk the lP7Oa 'la It that abe and her hlrsband wanted some wlth hazards e a t  we are just kglnalng. 
a p p a n  lhat lgsos cOunterpar(s money to take vaqtloo and maybe fix (o imagine. . - 
are deaung with uted. While they aren't up tbe h o w  bit.. . &at sort 01 thing. . Being a surm~ie ' inothcr  ~s ad a business yet; Wodd I bay an egg from n lady Uke been buggoskd, ,Ule "fllp sldc" of' , . .  . 

'.'that? FrnnkJy, 1 wouldn't wen buy. n artiflclal Inrmination. 'The lafertlle 
palr of ~ena from her. ' : .  I . . coaole has contraded for mmc fmm n . ~ - r~~ ..--. ~~ ~ -.- ~. 

,., . . 
' + + ' + ; . . . . .  woman thin an infusion 01 swnn 'Ihe 

B u t ' ~ l a t  was just begin&, 0; pmmint woman baa a stm'ngu c e l ~  
the concept~on, 01 this WE baby t l o ~ h l p  with a fetus than a man ham 
was born last month with mic-phaly, with vial. The law govedng a i s  bml. 
a head smallcr than normal. whlch urn!. . ncss far tnnrtler. 

~ - ~~ ~ ~ -~~ ~~~ -~ ~. 
ally means he w111 be'rctadcd. Sudden- * . . *  '* I 
ly ihk m a t  wanted cblld was a par id ;  If tho SUver story has n bizarre tm 
Baby Doe was put in a foster home. The there are otber and GuaUy mlnd-boggl- 
SUvcn u l d  he wasn't tbelrs. Mr, lng risks. What U the b!ologlml motbq 
Malaholfsald he wasn't his. . decide, as a t  least two have, to keep 
' Pretty soon tbwe were blwd ' t k t r  the baby herself? Would a court of law, 

and lawsuits all around and a cllmactlc hold that the contract was mom sacred 
scene on a Phll Donohue show that than the mother's rights? 
looked Uke a parody of a Phll Donohue What impact is there on s conpl; 
show. Live and la color from Chlcago - . when the man seeks another woman to 
Whose bahy is Baby b? Wlll the rcal bear hls chlld? The Malahoffs, it should 
father atand up please? - we learned be notcd, separated when the cblld he 

, I 
tbe results of the blood tcst Hang onlo bellevcd was hls was mncclved. 
your seats: Mr. hlalahoff was ndt the What do you tell a ehlld when he or 
father, Judy's husband was. . . she asks, "Where dld I came from?" 

By arly slandPnls Ulls wki a thrlllcr And what I1 the baby Isn't perfect? Who 
wlth more IdenUty criKs than H.M.S. holds the flnal rctponslhlllty for a chlld 
Pinafore. The fate of the baby was re- concelvcd through a contract? 
solved right them on camera as the in the Stlven home the boarder Is 
Sllven pfamlsed to bring hlm up just as  now a son. They've learned wmelhlng 
if he were one of thelr o m .  So much for about chance. 
thelr vacatlon. We've learned something about a 

But for ell I t s  freaklshnuq, I don't huslncu and an idea that encourages 
want to dismlss Ulc story as  Just anolh. p p l e  to regard parents as c u s t o m n  
er human sideshow. This one was a long rather than mretaken. We've 
tlme In the maklng. wmethlng about p p l e  who look upon 

I don't know a soul who can't nympa. motherhood ar blologlcal work 
thlze with lhc feellngs and d a l m  Ol an production line 

Lot 
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' Man To Get $10,000 Back 

Baby Not  Child Of Sperm Donor, Tests Show 
CHICAGO (hP) - 'Cbe chlld born to J 

trmlng. Mlch., wamm blrrd to be J rmc 
regate mother Is oot Um soo el  the man, 
whose rpenn rbe received, attmneys aald 
Wednesday. 

'There were no alanen," Alexander 
Malaboff. 40, sald. 'Werybody sPlfefed." Re 
hid rnteml Lalo .$10,000 amlrrct wilb 
Judy SUver to haw h a  bur a cbUd fm btm 
through nrtlflchl InsemlnaUon. 

Blood (ab prionned Mooday on Mr. 
Malaholf, of Mlddle Vlllrge. N.Y, Mn. 
SUver; and the baby atrbllrbed that Mr. 
hlalaholf could not bs the frtba, docton i t  
Sparrow HosplW lo his ing  mid. , , ' ' 

The rcsulk w a r  qnolrncd d&g a (rp 
mg b a r  of the Phil Daubue LclWon show 
on whlch Mr. M d h U  + 6 U v a  .p 
p u d  

..- , . 
hfn. SUvn, 26, snld ;k add b k  bushad, 

Ray, 41, will nm move to ~ a l a  permwnt 
nutody of the boy she dellrmd Jan. 10 at  
Lansing General HmFntrJ. A ' W p  burial 

pule that she felt "some allecUoo" lor tho 
child, but had not atabllrhed a " m r t e ~ l  . bad because I haven't held h h "  

"I'm aurprIscd, but not dhppolnted," she 
n l d  momenlr .Ih Ilcarlng of the t a t  re- 
dts. . . 

Mrs. Sllva aald she appatently became 
t by h a  husband beford the arllflclal  on. 

The Stlven srld they obeyr;d the contract 
M y  and could have coacelved the chlld 
only becruse they were not properly to- 

' s b d e d  to abrL.Ln fmm lu In the Qgs 
tmmedhtelg kfm LaieminaUon.; 

b scbduled for D& M&y 16 &- :I 
Couoty, Mlchlgrn, Pmhk a K r t  

Dtrpole Over Medlnl- . .  . . ; 
At birth, the cblld known only as "Baby 

Da." had a rtrep lnfectlon and a bead 
smaller than normal. The Mlcblgan depart-. 
m a t  of social services g W  tcmponn . 
custody of the chlld after a dirpuk bftweeu 
the partla arose over admlnlsledn~ medlc~l 

t rd l  P a d h g  . . .. ' : ' ' 
Noel Rune, a Dearbmo, Mi&, lawyer 

led Mr. Malabolf In the cow '"0- tra magemen@ said he would relua 
tk money p l d  bp Mr. MaMoff and held In 
s m w .  

.WIIIlam Lehlngcr of New YOI< anotpa 
- 1 .  
.I 

p m d u r a  dccton deem&. m&wy td 
safeguard the baby's health. 

Mr. hlalaholf had a g m d  to assume 'I* 
gal and moral respomlblllty" for the baby If 
be was pmven to be the father. But he also 
had indicated he would put the child up for 
adoption. 

hln. Stlver conleaded thmghout the d b  

ol Mr. Malahofrs attorneys, refused to sny 
whether Mr. Melaboll would drop a $50 
million suit a g a k t  the Sliven lor breach 01 
contract and lmn of a child's love. 

. . Oa the klevlslon pmgrarn, Mr. Malaholl 
aald be and his wlle had separated during 
the pregnancy. Mr. Malaholl's allorney had 

. add that the couple had hoped havlng a chlld 
would slrengthea thelr madage. - 
Docfor Says Test Results 
Exdude Malahoff '100 Per cent' 

LANSING. Mi&.fAPI - 'We ue thor- 
oughly aatislf& wllb ihe'results of ow ta t -  
lng.Chat Mr. Malahoff Is not the tather of 
Baby Doe," Dr. W E  Meldonado, dlrrrtor of 
the department of laboratorla a t  Spancw 
HmpllPI, sald La mnounclng the resulb. 

"Our exclaslm of Mr. ~a lahof i  is 100 per 
cat," be sald. ' ., 
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