


Order tot returned to illegal alien mom -

fy DAYID 'a(l‘mNA .
nd STUART KARQUES

Saying poverty | B viol. & ,‘dls
qunlilknllon for ecrdasful’ par.
enting. & deeply ybled “viate
sppealy cowrt yesterdny ordered 2
wtll-todo Manhsttan entiple lo re
lurn & 2 year old boy 14 K18 nxtural
mother—an ilirgal wlien worh[ng ]
a mald,

*There are ll!orsll) tlmmrmh of
single working mallisia In A4ty elty
who are raislng young chitdren,”
sabd Juslics Sulnay Azch, Writing for
the majarity In the Ial d jeinn,
which upheld & Family Court ruling,

*Cerlainly  tber  ((he  natural
mother'n) finsngial elrcumitances
should not be heid neainel har,® he
v.oate "I we rezort in th? Cormon
vxpppicnce ol manliod, It Iy quite
apparent that poretty fas rurely
been a disqaaliticatin for, mum
tul parenting, - ,

"I'l‘ SIE IS compelied to return
to EY Salvador without her son, it
would mean that she will be per
manently separsted from him e
would be exiled from hle natural
famity and hix cultursl herllage. Cer-
tainty, even In El Salvadar, there are
children who flourish. Tt Ly even
argued by some that New York s a
more dangerouns place to grow up”

tn a dissenting opinlon, Justice
E Leo Mitanas sxid the evidence s
“averwhelming (hat s shifl (n cus.
lody here would almost ceriainly be
scverely damaging and  porsibly
catlastrophic 1o the boy.”

The rullng canie in % e inval
sing the natural amiier, Lhristina
Landaverde, the couple, James snd
Styan Mowie, of W. 15th 81, and the
youngster,” now named Nictinfay
Hawie, who witl celebrale his third
brthday tomorrnw

INOAIF, 18 AN architect with his
own [irm and his wila it ab eXitor of

callege lexlboeks, They have had
-curtody of Landaverde's baby vince
shottly sfler he was harn in San
Francisco on July 16, 1080,

Landaverde, who emigra‘ed from
E1 Salvadur more Lhan a year befare
the chifd was born, signed 8 decree
tfore and afler the hirth giving up
cusody of the child, whom ahe
named  Macoricio, Bul ahe never
sfgned formsl sdopilon content pap-
ery ant has teied to regaln custody
since her son was 3 weeks old.

She lost her fight in the Callfornis
courts, hut saved up enough maney
to came to New Yotk (0 June 1%)
prd p A thp hnists Qhe sinernd

1y Nag worked a5 2 Yive in moud shnue

S50 and Uifth Ave. ah8. iy s

‘Iflr wgmers Flentitied a5 LiN Marte Garder, 24, 0f 50
onto 11|h St frum the rusf of 89 Futh Asa 2"t l "3 em

arriving here, snd hay had weekly
vicitatlan rights einee March,

Landaverde eould not be teached
for comment Jer tawyer, Arlen Yal.
kut, sald the dectston *upholds the
tanclity o  the mather<hild
reiationship.” .

Stiean Hawls, “3b) shea and her
hustand would epfaal.

“I haven't had 1n appartunily to
resd the decleion,” xhe tald while
preparing the boy's birthdey party,
*My husband Is btingipg It home
right now, He lald ine thete were tx
pages of oplulan by the three Jadpes
in the mainrily and 21 pipsg by the
[ 1;1:'-.. UL L IO S B -

think e very ol *

B an BT i L e B T o e b el Mt e At sl A FIEREACLE chl tie

_Falls to her death on 111h St,

AR AE0TEA OF Junch hour shappars Inoked un yestinlis, o derr e
warnar plunced 1a har lla-.-lh from the tep ot 1 250 Buellm 0 Y%
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Biological parents renege,
adopters get rnonay back

e Asrecieted Press
rdlllll.iADELPIIh[\ - l!".e:pla who pp:t{
; medical expenses for a e
it adopt :m he nlmbﬂm? If the
bicle al parents break Lhe contract and
me furk the child, & stale appeats court

TM unanimous roling by & three-Judge
panel reversed a lower court which kad
dismissed the request of John and
Kathicen Gorden ol Phllade! Iphia for

- m;ury ol §3,725 1n hospitsl and medical
Tl g i §

MLATET e i Ty Gordens had slgned an agreement
with Catherine Day, agreeing to pay cosls
of her pregnancy snd for dellv and
sfier-birih care. When Day gave bitth to
8 boy on May 30, 1921, Lhe dcns Look
Lemporary cus!ody “PpEnding Mnat acilon.
Elx weeks after the birth he natural
patenly flled & wril of habeas corpus
PPV advising Lhey had changed thelr minds.

s _.---..._:.m;-r-.--......,_ Afler a hearing, custody was awarded
X ML S e lothenntunlpamu
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On the Sloux reservation where she was
born, Bemadine Brokenleg walts for
daughter THany {inset), st Nving withher
grandparents in Texas. “Until this ls set-
tiad,” she says, “my e ls at a standstil.”

The slim, soft-spoken young woman
stares grimly across the stark reaches
of South Dakcta's Rosehud Sloux In-
dian Reservation, which 18 her home,
“They talked In court as lf we ilvedina
tepee and wore feathers,” Bernadine
Brokenleg, 29, recalls bitterly of the

as Digtrict Court which awarded
.. 'tody of her 9-year-old daughter, Tif-
fany, to her white In-laws. "l kept
thinking, ‘My Qod, what If Til{any has
totiva in a community llke that? What

Photographs by Dale Wittner
Yy
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A SIOUX MOTHER BATTLES WHITE
IN-LAWS FOR HER CHILD IN THE
BITTER CASE OF BROKENLEQ V.BUTTS

it she marries and has little brown
bables In a place llke that?"

For the past sIx years—since she
was 3 years old—TIffany has lived with
her grandparants, Marle and Bernard
Butts, In a comfortable ranch house In
Kermit, Texas, Marle Butts, 56, who
works as clrculation manager for the
Winkler County News, Is determined to
kaep It that way, "When we plcked Ti!-
fany up [from the reservation), she
had ticks and was bathed In dirty wa-
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ter,"” she says Indignantly, 'l want her
ralsed like a little girl should be,”
Ironically, Bernadine herself was In
rebellion against her haritage when, at
17, she left the Slcux resarvation to go
to Calllornla and enroil in Long \
Beach City Cnilege, Two years later /
she wad Bernard "Skip" Butts Jr., white
and a machinist. The marrlage was
froubled, Barnadine’s mother says that
Skip beal his wife often. When Berna-
dine discovered that Skip's earlier
CONTINUED
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"It was only a few times,”
she replicd and ndded, "1t
hay opened up all kinds of
sharing and closencss with
my fasolly, I'm closer to my
sister, The miracio of this Iy

{ not that 1'm giving blrth but,
{lhnl someone clxe's eppt hnl
grownin my body. "

The D22 team had told the
Bradfords that their donor
and her parents wero per-
fectly healthy., True, the
donor’s  prandparenis  had
hiou the yplea) mniadies that
afflict the aged: cancer nnd
hiphblood pressdre, but there
were no  unusual  eircum.
stances, “We ligured that i
the donor was screencd &
fourth as carelulty ax we
were,” Mra, Dradford xaid,
- 'then It would ba a thoussnd’

' times better than not knowing,
i the parents of a haby we'd
'Ihoped to adapt.” She ndmit.
ted the would have lked to
meel her donor,, "We just
wanted to know wha the
woman was to thank her, to
hug her," she said,

Dut ‘the woman wha gave ]
, Mes, Dendford the ovum does”

“not know sha It the donor,)
Lleven women, Including
Reborah L, were donnting at
the aame thne, and the DA
tanm s presorving anonymi-
1y, After the birth, the Arad.
fords are planning to writn a
letter of appreciation that
will ba distribuied to alj the
donora by the D-J team,

a

Lnat Dctober, members of
the Ovum Trinnsfer Project
spoke before n sctentific
proup gathered near Palm
Snrings, CnllL., and made the
only pre<entntion, so far, of
Its work, 13r, Bustillo report.
ed: “In 25 lavage sequences,
11 ova were recovered on the
firet lavnpe. That ta n recov-
ery raie of 44 percent, Onv
donor from whom an eva was
not recovered had a retained
prepnancy which she spon.
tancously nbarted' without
complications nine day2 after
har expeeted menstieunt flow,

The recearchers had recove
ered one apparently undivid.
ed, unfectilized ovurm, Seven
forillized ovn were found In
stapes of develepment rang-
ing onty from stx te 14 cells,
Another fertillzed ovum np.
perared to be mbre ndvanced
Bt had a derenerate nppenrs
nnee, All of them, however,
were  hehind  schedule n
development. Not one had
shaped 1tsetf Into the hollaw,
fuld-fitted  aphere of colls
known ns n biastocyst, And
none of these nine ad trig.
prred p peernnney  when
transferted, Put: “Two well-
farmed  hinstecysts  were
recovered,’’ Dr, Bostillo snid,

\\‘

“and led to \wp ongoing pregnan.

cles,”

* Questionx have been raised abouls
e ethles nnd legatity of afl of this!
Pnulculnrly troubling} to some I3

Jr.G.R.'s move lo secura a group of |

paleats for the transfer procedure,
Other uncertainties involve the suc-
tess rate and the economic viability
ol 1he technique,

Atthe Palm Springs presentation, n
firitish clinteian rose 10 ask whether
the donors and recipients wera In

{ lormed of the risks Involved. “The
English fecling ahout thix as a treat.
ment,” he satd, "*ls that'we are terrie)

[tied by e ethical problems.*

Dr. Buster responded by explalning
that prior to the Inceptlon of the Ovum
Transfer Project, the researchers
cotnmissioned a {egal analysis nt
U.C.L.A. Law 5chool. 1t showed, the
doctor sald, “the entire body of law
that deals with artificial insemination
also deals with the relationships of
the participants” fnembryn tcansfer,

Ful} disclosure of the risks of preg-
nancy to the donor and genstic uncer-
tainty to the recipient are cutlined In
the consent forms. “*Thete i an In.
formed consent for all partles of the
risks involved,” Dr, Buster said.

Dr. Duster then snnouniced that
with regacd (o the risk of a refained

. pregnancy (n the donor when the lav-
. age falled to wash out the embryo, the

/.3 group has applied for Food and
{Drup Administration approval to test
scveral types of drups which, animal
#tudles have shawn, block the devel-
opment of young embryos’ These
“yafoly net* drupa could end persist.

'ent but unwanted donar prepnancies’

Inthe future. ¢

Lori B. Andrews, a rescarch lawyer
for the American Bar Foundation In
Chicapo, disagrees that the law ls
clear on matters arlsing from embryo
transfer or other Infertility theraples
invalving donars  and  reciplonts,
‘There is need for now lawn, she says,
‘in the areas of maternity, pnternity,’

! eustndy and malpractics,

The patents F.G.R. sceds are to
protect the catheters used In embryo
transfor = and, much more vnusual,
the method of employing them, De-
sipned to thwart competitors, these
patents, I fasued and enforeed, will
strenpthen F,G.R,’s hand In attract.
tng prospeclive businest pastners,
The matter 1s causing eoncern st
targe public and privale medical cen-
ters, especiatly those with women's

hosplials, At these places, “ehitoirss.n

[ness — a8 dingnosed and treated by
Frurpery nnd lertility drugs — s a hip
(business,

Althauph not the tirst medical pro-
cess to be patented, embrye transler
mnay turn ovl to be n historica) one be.
cause of Its corporate bncklnp, "1
think it is golng to become one of the
key lnndmark patents that will allow
o corparate structure to bultd n whole'
health cara system surrounding infer-

T 2ty sald Dr. Buster,

Sume see all medical.process pat-
ents ns a bad thing, According to
Netty Jane Andervon, nssocinte pemn.
ern} counsel nt the American Medicnl
Association, any such patent com.

gmerclalizes medieal procedure to tho
detelment of tho publle interest, s
always been Lhe view of the pmedical
profession thal you should have as
widespread disseinination as poasibie
of anything that would be benellclal
to patients.”

Furthermore, ahe explalned, lhe
salety and clfectivencas of medicni
procedures should be closely studled
by the professton nt Iarge. 113 lind.
Ings, criticismy and tecommuenda.
tions, publithed in scientitic Journals,
estahlish the protcedure's worth,
Human embryo transfer’s  worth,
however, will, if tho palents are
granted, remaln proprieiasy inlor.
mation In the hands of F.G.R, and
John Buster.

Dr. Buster is highly reparded
ameonp, collcagues ns a smarl te.
searcher and cllniclan, 1is team, he
says, pultlng his unit's achirvement
in context, has almply qualilied
humons as the 15th mammalian ape.
cles in which embtyo transier Is ox-
pected to produce normal younp. "*'We
In D-3 really didn't invent the con-
cept.”

He is right, .Thu mass production of
cmmp!nmhlp breeding cattie reljes
'solely on embryo transfer comblned

Ith arttiicial Insemination.' In the last
year, the freceing, storage and ship-
ment of embryos has considerably
atreamlined the bovine breeding indus-
try. Embryo transier in cattle produces
yearly revenues of $12 mililon (or vari-
ous privately and publicly held brecd.
Ing carporations, The application of the
technlque to humans wos the brainchild

. of Richard G. Seed, Ph.D., the lounder
of a catile brecding company who is

Mr. Seed's name that the patent lor the
human embryo transler protess is
being sought, Dr. Buster's team refined
ihe process and, wilh an epgineering
consultant, deveioped the cathieters,
According in Dr. Ervin E, Nichols,
direcior of practice activiles at the
american Coltepe of Obstietriclons
nrnd Gynecolopists, (here {x no rereon
to think embrya transfer cannot be
adapicid to humans. In fact, he sntd, it
18 surprising that It has token so lonp,
Dt Tir. Nichols 13 among those cyiu.
cnl of the atempt 10 patent human
embryo transfer, “'1 have fo tell you
that 1 was astounded when ! heard a
patent was baing souphl on the pro.
cris, It's an almost unheard.of prece-
dent [n medicine, It would mean that
aivy Uma anybody develans a now and
different technique, that It would be
patented, and thern nobody else could
do il unlesa they had a license to, 1
Just o nut Lejieve What the patent wit!
be pranted, or that It would hotd up,*!
F.G.R's ehnlrman, Lowrroce G,
Suesy, a Chicngo Investment banker
nnd one of several doren Investors in
the e, dixagrees: *The i¢'en of pat.
enting n medical procedura {4 pol aa-
‘tounding ot AL To pruve It, My,
Sucsy has sopl 1o colleapues crples of
patents granted on metien] proge.
dures ranging from surpery nn the
eye, braln nni stomnch Lo a nomsurpl.
cul methed of reversible femnle steii.

Llization,

1

now associated with F,G.R. 1t i3 under |

PGS sradepie plan fin
the embry o tran der business
Istoenpage primagdy i jolnt
ventuies.  In additien, sl
would grant Neenses 1o few ¢
owtstanding prouss of repre- |
ductive sprecialias, The spe.
cind catheter s would be eisher
leased or sold, Regardless of
Ihe business arranponiem, .
the F.G.R, unlts woullh be
linked by a pationwide come |
puter service which would, |
for a lee, match reciplents .
and donars, |

The success raly Iy vita) In-
Tormation lor F.G.JL's pro.
ppective husinesy pariners. |
Tavestors will not be satistoed
kel ongf eninly' thad et dn enie
bryo wransfer works from
1ime o thne, They will a5y |
how well i works, How many
prepgnanchies will an embryo
transfer ceater make each
month? What are the chanees
that a woman canterinp the '
poal of eligible reciplents will -
be matched to a dienar, 1e.
ceive an embryo and wind up
pregnant? How big does the -
tonar pan] hoye (o e, nee!
b nech wiit it coes?

i.‘

Wearking on thece guestiona,
Drs, Dustillo and Byeter have
computed a mothminasierl]
masel hased on the results of

; the D) project and the effe.

ciency of embryp tyansfer (n
enttie, monkeys and bnboons. .

i The mode!, whichthey plan to
. puhlishinthe American Jour.

nnl of OYsrelrles and Gyne.
cology, sunpgesis that when
the donor pool 1 larpe enouph
1o wesure an entering recivls
ent she'l! be matched fvery
time she  ovulntes, ther
chances of getttng prepoant |
ranpe from one in 29 to ns
hiphnrone inthres,
“Hosfeally whnt we're sny.
Inp,*" John Busier exp'nined,
I that In n best cnsa shwn.
tion, {t°s passiyie for nninfer. .

i e women 10 enter gur hoa',

ovulate, and end up prefann
M pereentof the time, A Hitle
moere thon onesthird of the .
vime <he en'nre the pool,
she'l} walk out pregnant,”
The covt of recrulting,
screening and maintaining n
pool ef donors witl be com.
pounded by the necesslty of
fstutklnr It with women of .
Ivarylng phyaintopteat |
characterlsting, 1 hope thnt
by operating multip!e elinine
In the covntry, we epn have i
thousnrd dannrs avidint'e gt
the (ene,” Dr, Ducter eqid,
“That menns a  rteclninnt
wompn  walking  Inte any
clinic in ths natfon will not
onty know thees’s n moed
chnnce she'tl pet an egn thnd

. month, but that o conmge

frem o Ieady who loots fust |
1%e her pnd haa prod er!~
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Motherhood in
' the elghties.

*These,” he waved his hand, “are the incu-
batois. " And opentng an insulated door he showed
them racks upon racks of nwmbered test tubes.
“The tweek’s supply of ava, Kept,” he explained,
“at blood healy whereas the male gamtles, * and here
he opened another door, “they have to be kept at 35
instdad of 37. Full blood heat sterilizes,” Rams
wrapped in theremogene beget no lambs.

— ALPOUS HIUXLEY
BRAVE NEW WoRren, 1932

EVELOPING EMBRYOS
in bottlea iy some-
thing we cannot yet
do. No scientist s
kept a fetas alive,
outside o wormun's
body, during its first
few months of devel-
opment.

But the rest scien-
tists can da. They can
frecze spermr, and
clamily it according
to its genetic make-
up. They can with-
draw an cgg from a

waoman's avary and fertilize it in a labora-
, and they can freeze human embryos—
fertilized egys—in jhe hope of implant-
ing them later. And this sumimer, doctors at
Torrance’s Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
extracted two women's fertilized eges, in-
lanted the embryos in the wombs of two
infertile women, and reported that for the
first time in medical lustory, women ap-
: E ared to be carrying to term babies who
longed biologically to someone else.
The mind-boggling ficld of “new repro-
ditctive technology™ (the partial tide of an
eventing class that surrogate broker William
Handel teaches at the Whittier College
Schoul of Law) is littered with so many
questions and disturbing possibilities that
neither faw nor sacial policy has begun to
catch up with it, If you grew up learning
about ordinary motfiers and (athers and the
ordinary babies they mnke together, try
contemplating the following scenarios:
B A successiul model wants a baby, it
ot cnough ta risk stretch marks. She gets
pregnant and has the embryo implanted in a
aid surrogale, The surrogate decides in her
ighth month of pregnaney that she cannint
ive up the buby in her womb, Who is the
egal mother? “Iradition  dictates that a

i, T T
BAAB LM AR D400 v Ao 8 pith il i }'b,:.., L i a,

had had four children contracied 1o bear an East Coast
couple’s baby and

child’s hiological mother is the woman who
gritve birth, but the surrogate has no genetic
tiea 1o this child. Under what lnv can n
woman bring action to prove maternity?

B Two homosexun! men have their
sperm sixed and then used to inseminate a
surrogate, so that the men, never knowing
whose sperm did the fertifizing, can thin
of the child as biologically connected to buth
of them. I hotnosexual couples are able 1o
adapt childeen, does it follow that ihey
should be able to pay to have theny inade?

# A sperm bank expandys its husiness
and begins buying and selling lemale cg;ia.
Donating nmr selling sperm are legally
sanctioned —~should eggs be as readily
available? What if the hank were to ruir its

raducty and begin selling fertilized egys?
Fluw much should a human embrya cose?

Surrogate brokers hive already con-
frantcd some of these questions, William
Handel, who so far bas accepted as adoptive
parents only couples who can medically
prove the wile's infertility, says he turned
down two homosexual men “because ol po-
liticnl reasons—we're trying to pass Inws,
okny?” Noel Keane, the Michigan Jawycer
whose work has generated considerable
controversy and publicity, accepted ns
adoptive mothers a woman who had under-

onc n sex-change o seration, antl one
ertile woman with Hodgkin's disense,
Keane himself is not above a litde Huxley-
esque speculation, In his book, 7hke Surro-
gale Mother (Everest [fouse, lgﬂlr)- he posits
an era of “people shopping at frozen em-
bryo banks for children of certain qualities,
depositing the chasen embryo in an antifi-
cial womb, and cight and a hall months
later, presto, a bhaby!”

Infertility specinlists tend to dismiss this
kind ol talk as science fiction nonsense,
“My experience telts me that women love to
be pregnant,” says Dr. Jarostav Marik, a

necologist whe works at the Tyler Med-
ical Clinic in Westwood. The clinic serves
onfy infertile couples, whose numbers are
now astonishingly high—nationwide, one
cauple in six is believed to be umable 10 con-
ceive—nnd Marik uses any technique he
can, including surrogate parenting, (o try
to help his patients have children, “Pm sure
that sume people see a factory of artificial
worihs turning out Adoll Hitlers . . .and
that's ridiculous,” Marik says. Then he
laughs. “I hope 'ua right.” ~C.G.

. .
. . e
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In onc case, a thrice-divorced Loa Angeles woman who  the formerly childless newspaperman reappeared af his

then decided nildway into the pregnancy

office, “He canie back to sce me and asked i}
Simmonds says, sounding a little incredulous, “And 1 said,

d do it ngain,”

that shie wanted to keep tha child; the ensuing lawsuit
was scitled out of court in the suryogate's favor when it was
learned that the adoptive mother had undergone a sex-
change operation. Jn another instance, a Los Angeles tman
announced on national television that he wishied to hire n
surrogate and then have the X and Y chromosomes in his
sperm separated to ensure as nearly as possible his receiving
a Loy,

“I didn’t realize the complixity to which alt ol the legal
ramifications could go,” Simr'lmmls says, ‘Three years ago,

M Qcrosecn 1980

‘Absolutely pot.' "

ANET McLEAN, WHIO 15 AS SLENDER AND SLIM-HIPPED
as an adolestent fashion model, foved being pregnant,
She loved it the first time, when she cacried her
daughter, and she loved it the secaned time, when she
was marricd to another man and carried hey son. She
liked walking down the street with her rounded helly
and swelling breasts. She Jiked the benevolent, almost pro-
tective way people looked at her, She liked staring at hersell
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can't be Michael,” so that was that,
Alexapder lived for a while in the in-
tensive care unit, learning how to
breathe, and the first time Susan Ed-
monson held him she Inoked at his
slowly mmrin;i hands, and the tube still
copnccied to his stomach, and the red
narks on his feet where the nurses had
aken blood, and his small chest, nearly
concave with the effort of inhaling. [t
seemed to her that she had bought
nothing wart enough or fine enough
in which to carcy hitn hone, She sat,

very clase to weeping, and cased n

small nipple-tipped syringe into Alex-
andcr's mouth so he could begin 10
suck. She was not in the room when
Janet McLean came to see him.

Janet’s husband waited outside, half
braced for a cry or a sudden change of
heart, while she rolled her wheelchair
into the intensive care unit. She re-
members thinking the baby looked a
littke tike her first son,

*J sat there nnd 1 looked at him, and
I wished him a happy lifc,” she says.
*And I told him he rmd the greatest
parents in the world, and to be good to
them.” She touched his feet m:d%et him
grip her finger. "It was just, like, a baby,
and his momimy and daddy were wan-
ing for him. And I was part of him, but
not ns far ns the mother instinct. It
wasn't that, ecven when [ saw him
there, We went home, and 1 never gave
it a thought, ... cven tried, and it
didn't work. 1 sal down and thought,

kny, he was part of me, and { gave
wim up. Now how do I feel? And 1
didn’t feet any diffecent.”

Ten days later, Janct McLean, her

- new hushand, and her two children

packed up their belongings and moved
to Puget Sound,

USAN AND JERRY EDMONSON

hought Janct McLean a strand of

cultured pearls in a black velvet

box, She keeps the box on lier

dresser, with the pearls in a velvet
pocket iuside, She has never worn
them, but she thinks that if Alexander
ever comes 1o visit, she might take out
the penrls as she tells him the story. She
says she is not waiting for that to hap-
pen—that she does not want (o hear, as
the years go by, how Alexander is do-
ing and whether he, too, has a natural
feel for the pinno. *[Cs their life, their
baby,” she says, draping the pearls back
into their box. *I wouldn’t want them to
know how my kids are doing.”

She thinks altogether too much ly
made of the payment —hers ended up
paying moatly for the move to Wash-
ington and her hushand's adoption of
her children—and that in retrospect

¢ might welt have carried Alexander
withaut pay, “These are the ciglties,”
Janet Mclean says liglnly. “The
money helped s, .. .Why is moncy

such a dirty thing?" She stniles, linging
her arms wide. *You're having this bahy
inside af you, which is great, it's won-
derful, but it's not that big of a deal.”

She worries about operations like
Handel's — they have turned surrogate
parenting into n business, Janet says,
and have nearly lost touch with people's
feelings. “They've got to come back
down to earth and realize what they're
daing, what they're playing with. ..
before it gels any more owl of hand
than it alrendy is,” she says,

And she cannot imagine, lificen or
twenty years lrom now, that she or the
boy s{m carried will think about this
with pain, "Everything wis so strong
and so positive,” sihve says. She is sitting
now at her kitchen table, fingering a
glass of Pepsi. Her two children, a
dark-haired  six-year-old gir}! and a
four-year-old bay hail hidden under
hlond bangs, clump in ol the porch;
bchind them, bordering the boxy naval
housing where Janet Mclean now
lives, stretches a thick stand of pine
trees and a glimpse ol Puger Sound.
“And just, like, when that child does
came to me—"1 laved you. I loved you
when you were inside of me, and grow-
ing.. .. There was not a time when you
weren't loved. Not a time that [ was go-
ing through the feeling of, Oh, my
God, 1 don't want this baby, and here I
am pregnant, what should I do, should
I bave an abortion, I have to give the
baby up for adoption 1 wasn't giving
the baby up for adoption. The bab
was going to ita mom and dad, with
open arma,”

Janet McLean offers Pepsi to her
visitor, who is gnzing at the four year
old and fighting off a sudden urge to
call Oakland to make sure Aaron is alf
right. Aaron is my baby, now fifteen
months ofd. He arrived the usual way,
amid violent pain and parental weep-
ing and a surge of some unfamitiar love
so full and dangerous that it might

-have been a she-wolfl there in the

hospital room, cradling this baby awny
from harm. Tt took a ful! day to gather
itsclf, this raging love; it was not part of
an otherwise pleasant pregnuncy, and
who knows whether it came from some
postpartuim chemistry of hormones or
the first sight and touch of a baby that
ows quict at the breast. Would it
ve been T(nsaiblc 10 sidestep this fecl-
ing, or talk it awny, or accept in its
place the long-distance gratitude of
people who kept secret their lnst nnnee?
Maybe. Maybe not. Making a baby
for money seems unfathomable, in the
afternoon  light at Janet Mclean's
table. But for all its appalling pitfalls, it
is not sa very hard ta imagine the other
part: making a baby for love, lor
charity, 3o that someone clse in the
world can know that midnight she-wolf
feeling with a baby two days old,

There s a briel flurry of mother-
daughier fussing, with pigtails tousled
and mure Pepsi poured and permission
granted 10 go to the park, and then
Janet McLean shuos her children back
outside. "Being pregnant, or o mun
making a woman pregnant, docsn't
make them a mather or a father,” she
says, *] wasn't the mommy.”

E ARE GOING TO RAISE
Alexander as an adopted
child,” Susan Edmonson
says. “When he gets old
enough 10 understand the
coneept, yes, then he may find out that
there are different kinds of udoption,
But at this point in his life, he is going
to know that he didn't grow in my
stomach, that he was adopted.”

There in a gurgle from the vicinity of
Susun Edmonson's lap, where Alex-
ander Lidmonson is chieerfully worry-
ing a zwichnck and throwing up apple
juice. He has big ears, long cyelashes,
and latge brown cyes, and as his
parcnts talt. in the conlerence room al
the Sherwyn & Handel law offices,
Alexander  hag been  belly-hbumping
eagerly across the carpet to chase a
green plastic propeller plane and ex-
amine the legs of chairs.

The money issue does not distress
the Edmonsons any more than it docs
Janet Mct.ean, They had the money;
they speat it on what they wanted
mast, “Mr God, people spend more un
a Mercedes than we spent on Alex-
ander,” Susan Edmuonson says, *It's an
alternative for people who want in-
fants, And how dare this idiot” —she is
thinking of one particularly vocal
surrogatesparenting opponent--“try (o
take away my right to have a normal
newborn infant?”

~{urry Edmonson's [amily says the
huby looks very mmch Jike his father.
‘The baby's hair is wrning light, like
{mwl McLean’s, ‘The Edmonsons

now where Janct lives, and Jerry Ed-
monson says he is a litthe sorry that
they cannat go on being friendly. “She’s
cut ofl’ from this cxpericnee,” zc snys.
“She's married again, She has to have
her own life,”

Susan Edmonson nods; she cannot
tinagine Janct McLean calling 10 find
out how the boy is, “I wouldn’t feel so
much as if he was mine,” she says.

Alexander is beginning to nced his
nap: a small cnmp‘?n'mt. then a louder
one, and then a multidecibel wail.
With the baby in her arms, Susan Ed-
monson standds up, She rocks slowly
fram side to sitle, and with his long legs
dinigling and his Tace pressed against
the white conton of her dress, Alex-
ander Edmonson falls asleep, -
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Susan Ldmonson, Jery Fdmonson, and
Janet Mclean are preudonyins.
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